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AOVERTISjaMENT. 


The  MissioiMHry  Society,  instituted  in  Loodoo,  in  the  year 
1796,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  difiasiDg  the  CSospel  in  Heathen 
and  other  naenlightened  coontnesy  finl  directed  their  Tiews  to 
the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  after  vhicfa  their  attention  was 
turned  to  the  Tast  continent  of  Africa*-  That  long  negleebed 
and  nmch  injnred  cotintr^r  appeared  to  the  Directora  to  hare 
povrerfnl  daims  on  their  riegard.  Accordingly)  in  the  yiear 
1798,  Doctor  Van  der  Kemp,  a  re^Mctable  physician  ct  HoW 
land,  who  had  devoted  himself  to  the  arduous  and  honourable 
ofice  of  a  Christian  Missionary  to  the  Heathen,  went  forth  from 
England  under  th^  auspices  of  the  Society,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Kicherer  and  other  pious  men.  Not  succeeding  in  the 
establishment  of  a  mission  among  the  Cafifres  whom  he  first 
Tisited,  be  removed  to  Bethelsdoirp  near  Algoa  Bay,  where,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Read  and  others,  he  formed  a  settlement. 
To  this  spot  he  was  directed  ^by-thie*  O^emoi*  of  the  Colony, 
(Ge^tersl  Jt»isens,)  who  granted  a  potion  of  land,  with  dattle^ 
and  other  requisites' for  theaootranpHshment  of  the  c^j^ciL  Hftrte 
a  considerable  village  was  fotmed,  the  knowledge  of  Usefb}  arts 
was  introduced,  Imd,  afif  lihe  pnmary  Object,  t)ie  fpospel  of  Jesus 
Chrifift  wflfis  preached,  and  rehgSous  instrcMtion  affopded ;  so  that, 
by  ^e  Divine  blessiogi  a  grdit  number  of'  the  degraded  Ih^^ 
tentots  becsine*  sincere  ChtMtian^  and  usefiti  members  of 
society.  The  progres^iand  pr^^ent  state  of  this  settlement  vTitt 
appter  in  the  Mlowing  pi^es. 
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viii  ADVERTISEMENT. 

By  the  diligent  and  zealous  efiforts  of  Dr.  Van  der  Kemp, 
Messrs.  Kicherer,  Anderson,  Read,  Ulbricht,  Albrecht,  and 
other  missionaries,  the  same  plan  was  adopted  in  several  other 
parts  of  South  Africa,  particularly  at  Zak  River,  Klaar  Water, 
near  the  Great  or  Orange  River,  and  in  the  Great  and  Lesser 
Namaoqua  countries.  Considerable  success,  though  in  various 
degrees,  crowned  their  labours. 

At  length  it  pleased  God  to  remove  by  death  that  valuable 
man  who  superintended  the  African  missions;  when  the 
Directors  ^ught  it  expedient  to  request  one  of  their  own 
body,  the  Rev.  John  Campbdl,  to  visit  the  country,  personally 
to  inspect  the  different  settlements,  and  to  establish  such  regu- 
lations, in  concurrence  with  Mr.  Read  and  the  other  mission- 
aries, as  might  be  most  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  the  great 
end  proposed — the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  keeping  in  view 
at  the  same  time  the  promotion  of  their  dvilisation. 

Mr.  Campbell  readily  undertook  the  arduous  task.  He 
sailed  from  England  June  iU,  1813,  and  arrived  at  the  Capa 
on  the  Mth  of  October. 

After  obtaining  firom  his  Excellency  Sir  John  Cradock, 
letters  of  introduction  to  the  several  Landdrosts  through  whose 
districts  he  had  occasion  to  pass,  as  well  as  all  needful  informa- 
tion from  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Henry  Alexander,  Esq.  r^ 
specting  the  former  communications  of  the  missionaries  with 
the  government  of  the  Cape^  Mr.  Campbell  proceeded  first 
to  Betbelsdorp,  about  fire  hundred  miles  west  of  the  Cq>e; 
from  thence,  northward  to  Graaf  Reynet,  then  to  Griqua 
town,  and  from  thence  to  Lattakoo,  a  populous  city  scarcely 
known  to  Europeans :  he  afterwards  visited  several  tribes  of 
people,  some  of  whom  had  never  before  seen  a  white  man;  seve- 
ral of  their  chie6  expressed  thdr  readiness  to  receive  cfaristiaa 
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instructors.  Mr.  Campbell  then  returned  to  Griqua  town,  and 
from  thence  tcavelled  southward,  parallel  with  the  west  coast 
of  Africa,  till,  after  a  laborious  and  perilous  journey  of  nine 
months,  he  reached  Cape-town  in  health  and  safety. 

Having  obtained  the  great  objects  of  his  journey,  and  settled 
the  affairs  of  the  Society  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  Mr.  Campbell 
sailed  for  England  in  the  Brig  Venus,  Captain  Kilgour,  on  the 
Idth  of  February^  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  4th  of  Biay, 
1814.  He  immediately  pressed  forward  to  London,  and  ar^ 
rived  just  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of 
the  Society,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  numerous 
assemblies  with  a  general  account  of  his  proceedings.  He  was 
received  by  the  Society  with  grateful  pleasure,  and  the  warmest 
thanks  of  the  body  were  voted  to  him  with  perfect  unanimity. 

By  the  earnest  request  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
prevailed  upon  to  transcribe  for  the  press  the  substance  of  his 
journal ;  and  the  volume  is  now  presented  to  the  public  as  a 
memorial  of  his  diligence,  fortitude,  and  prudence.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  work  will  be  perused,  not  only  by  the  Members  of  the 
Society,  but  by  every  Christian  Philanthropist,  with  pleasure 
and  advantage. 

Bt  obdbb  of  the  Directobs. 
Jjmdon,  Dee.  n.  1814. 
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14, 15, 16.  Wooden  ve«eto  for  bokUnc  water. 
17  and  18.  Ditto  ditto  for  eating  meat  from. 
19.  Milkpoc 
90.  Leather  raUk  holder. 
21.  Ditto  before  being  aewed. 
t2.  Corn  hoUer  made  of  dsy  aix  or  seven 
feet  Ugh. 


83.  Lid  or  cover  to  ditto. 
S4.  qay  pot. 

Plate  V. 
Bcot^maaa  Wtapemt. 
1.  Boshman's  bow. 
£,  3, 4.  Ditto  arrows. 

5.  Ditto  qalvera. 

6.  Bootehaana  kailb. 

7.  Case  of  ditto. 

8.  Whlsa«. 

9.  Dke. 

10.  Uora  for  holding  greaaa  for  mbbiag  over 

tbe  body. 
11  and  12.  Needle  and  case. 

13.  Clab  for  defence  made  of  a  rhinoceros 

horn. 

14.  Fkk  axe  fbr  digging. 
U.  Axe. 

16, 17>  18»  19ttO,  21,  Different  kinds  of  a*, 
sagi^s  or  spears  aboat  six  feet  long. 


Erratam  In  Plate  IV.  and  V.  ,/tr  Bootehmana  rtad  Bootchaaaa. 
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TRAVELS,   &c 


VOYAGE  TO  THE  CAFE  OF  COOP  HOPE. 

On  the  tweDty-fiMutb  of  Jnm,  18IS,  acoompaiiied 
lt>y  my  friend  Mn  George  Them,  a  Miasiooary,  then 
iotended  fior  Gftkiitta,  I  went  oo  board  the  Isabella 
•1;  Gmyeseody  commaivfed  by  Caj^tdo  Peacfae.  la 
eoQseqpieiioe  of  a  pie  of  wind,  we  were  uoder  tbo 
necessity  of  going  into  Portanouth  to  repair  1b6 
vessel,  where  we  mmwied  uiitil  the  8th  of  July, 
when  we  eet  safl  with  a  &ir  wind.  On  the  i6th  we 
passed  the  Canary  island^  wfaene  the  plague  at  diat 
time  was  carrying  off  maisy  of  die  inhabitants.  We 
had  a  view  of  Ibe  fiunons  Peak  of  Teneriff^  whose 
head  rose  majesticaUy  above  the  doudiu  On  the  9d 
of  Ai:^a8t  we  oame  in  sigjht  of  Bonavbta,  one  of  the 
Cape  de  Verd  islands;  and  on  th6  evening  of  the 
Ah  we  cast  anchor  off  Port  Praya,  in  die  ishod  of 
St  Jago.  Next  morning  we  went  on  shore.  While 
there  we  vialed  die  fioman  Catholic  priest,  who  treate4 

B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i  VOYAGE  TO  THE  CAPE.  [1812. 

US  with  much  civility.  He  shewed  us  his  library,  which 
he  kept  in  a  chest,  but  in  which  the  volume  of  in- 
spiration was  not  to  be  found:  on  perceiving  this, 
Mr.  Thorn  promised  him  a  New  Testament  in  the 
Portuguese  language  when  we  came  next  on  shore, 
which  he  expressed  a  willingness  to  receive. 

We  left  Port  Praya  on  the  10th  of  August  and 
crossed  the  Line  on  the  2 1st,  when  the  usual  formalities 
were  minutely  attended  to  by  the  seamen.  On  the 
11  til  of  October,  when  in  the  full  expectation  of 
reaching  Cape  town  on  the  succeeding  day,  the  wind 
changed  to  the  S.  £.  and  blew  directly  against  us  with 
so  much  violence  as  to  raise  the  sea  mountain-high. 
The  day  following  it  blew  with  redoubled  fury,  which 
obliged  us  to  lay  to  under  a  reefed  topsail  and  gib, 
driving  away  from  our  port  On  the  14th  the  sea 
continued  tremendously  awfid;  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning  we  were  almost  upset  by  a  dreadful  sea 
'  breaking  over  us:  the  tumbling  of  chairs,  and  the 
ratding  of  plates  and  passes,  prevented  all  sleep. 
When  preparing  for  break&st^  a  sea,  with  a  sound 
like  thunder,  broke  upon  the  vessel,  and  strewed  the 
floor  with  our  shattered  tea  diings.  Perhaps  of  all 
scenes  which  the  human  eye  has  an  opportunity  of 
bdiolding,  such  a  storm,  in  such  a  latitude,  is  the 
most  grand,  majestic,  and  awful.  In  the  evening  the 
storm  began  to  abate.  On  the  following  day,  at  noon^ 
we  found  the  storm  had  driven  us  more  than  a  hundred 
miles  beyond  the  latitude  of  the  Cape,  and  two  hun- 
dred miles  further  to  the  westward  in  longitude.    At 
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iKKm  we  were  able  to  direct  our  course  once  more 
towards  tiie  Cape;. but  on  the  17th,  wheo  withia 
about  a  hundred  miles  of  it,  violent  squalb  from  the 
S.  £•  drove  us  out  to  sea  again :  that  evraing  the  sea 
rose  and  raged  as  high  and  iurious  as  ever.  About 
nine  o'clock  the  elraneDts  seemed  conspirmg  to 
efiect  our  destruction,  which  produced  a  very  serious 
meeting  for  prayer  in  the  cabin,  for  our  preservation 
from  the  fury  of  the  raging  storm.  Durii^  prayer 
the  violent  heaving  of  the  ship  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  to  remain  in  one  posture.  Every  cup 
and  saucer  we  had  in  use  was  broken  to  pieces.  At 
one,  next  morning,  a  powerful  sea  broke  over  the 
stem,  and  came  rushing  down  into  our  cabin :  when 
at  breakfast  the  same  thing  was  repeated.  On  the 
SOth  our  allowance  of  water  was  a  second  time 
reduced.  On  the  21st.  at  five,  P.  M.  a  seaman  from 
the  mast-head  descried  land,  which  on  the  following 
day  we  found  to  be  the  south  side  of  the  entrance 
to  Saldanha  bay.  Having  seen  no  land  for  ten  weeka^ 
the  sight  was  peculiarly  gratifying.  At  eleven,  A«  M. 
Table  Mountain,  which  stands  immediately  behind 
Cape-town,  was  seen  from  the  deck.  On  the  23d,  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  squall,  which  lasted 
three  hours,  drove  us  again  out  to  sea ;  butat  noon  the 
wind  becoming  favourable,  we  were  brought  by  the 
evening  within  eighteen  miles  of  our  port,  and  next 
morning  at  ten  A.M.  by  the  good  providence  of  God, 
we  cast  anchor  in  Table  Bay,  opposite  to  Cape-tqwo; 
exactly  four  months  after  sailing  from  Gravesend^  I 
went  ashore  with    my  good    friend  Mr.  Kenneth 
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Dnacm,  merchant  ia  Cape«toim,  aod  was  kindly  i^ 
ceived  a$  an  inmate  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  his 
father-in-law  Mr.  Oncruydt^  Pratideirt  of  the  £urj^ 
Senata  Various  occurrences  took  jAaat  daring  the 
&rst  eight  or  ten  dajs  after  vaj  arriml^  with  a  recital 
of  whicfay  It  is  unnecesiary  to  trouble  tiie  puUia 
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CAPE-TOWN— GROENE  KLOOF. 

JVlR.  Kidierer^  uasfUBtor,  fit>n  Gruf  Reynet^  whd 
bad  not  been  lo  Cape-town  for  two  or  three  yetni 
arrived  <m  the  fourth  of  November^  atid  I  was  glad  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  conBdttttg  him  about  my  kh 
tended  journey  into  the  in^KHr.  He  advised  me  vei^ 
seriously  to  put  it  off  tin  the  sultry  summer  months 
should  be  over,  as  he  thought  my  constitution,  which 
had  heesk  weakened  by  the  tro{»cal  heats^  would  not 
be  able  to  endure  the  fisitigue.  Mr.  Bakker,  of  SteU 
l^ibosch,  who  had  also  come  to  town,  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  both  advised  me  to  retire  to  Stellenbosch, 
about  twmi^-five  miles  distant,  as  soon  as  my  business 
ki  Cape-town  sboidd  be  finished.  From  thence  I  eoidd 
take  short  joumies,  which  would  prepare  me  lor  the 
great  one.  The  advice  commendii^  itsrif  to  my  judg- 
ment, I  resolved  to  ficdknv  it 

I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  consulting  widi 
Mr.  Kicherer  on  various  points  while  he  remained  in 
town,  winch  afforded  me  mudi  satisfiu^tidn*  He 
brought  with  him  Martha,  who  formerly  accompanied 
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him  on  bis  visit  to  England,  and  her  replies  to  various 
questions  I  proposed  on  subjects  of  a  religious  nature, 
pleased  me  much. 

I  received  a  particular  accounl^  of  two  eartbquakes 
of  a  peculiarly  terrific  nature^  whicb  occurred  some 
time  before  my  arrival  The  places  of  worship  were 
but  thinly  attended  befi>re  these  earthquakes  took 
place,  but  now  they  are  crowded.  The  small-pox 
coming  into  the  colony  immediately  after,  was  a  re- 
markable visitation  of  God;  for.  like  a  plague^  it 
4>ared  peitber  ddnor  young,  but  swept  them  »way  as 
a  besom  of  destruction,  so  that  churches,  coffeen^KMisea^ 
the  tbea^tre,  and  Bbope^  were  all  shut  up.  A  white  flag 
was  requited. to  he  suspefided  from,  houses  in  which 
the  disfsase  pravailedt  and  persons  eomii^  from  the^ 
were  obliged  to  w^ar  ^ft  ;WJ|)ite  ribbon  r^ufvi  thek  arm* 
These  awfiil  prpvyloM^  led  many  p  their  bibles  and 
to  th«tfr  kneea  beSoie  Qod,  for  w.hich  they  will  thank 
God  forever. 

We  received  a  licence  from  the  government  to 
preach  while  we  remained,  in  the  colony,  aqd  haviqg 
obtained  from  the  Cape  Society  the  use  of  the  Great 
Meeting-house,  we  began  jn'eachiqg  there,,  attended 
chiefly  by  soldiers  of  the  d3d  and  83d  regiments,  with 
some  from  the  21st  light  dragoons,  to  the  number  of 
three  or  four  hundred. 

MMiptnetanism  is  greatly  on  the  increase  in  Cape* 
|town»    They  have^  I  believe;  five  mosiqpies,  where  they 
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assemble  for  their  worship.    About  twenty  free  Ma- 
hometans club  t(^ether,  and  rent  a  large  house,  to 
which  they  invite  poor  ignorant  slaves  to  gain  them 
over  to  their  party.    By  this  method  an  alarming 
number  have  been  persuaded  to  join  them,  and  ren- 
dered ten  times  more  prejudiced  against  truth,  and 
against  all  white  people,  or  persons  called  Christiansi 
tfian  they  were  before.    The  masters  say  that  such 
houses  are  dens  of  diieves,  and  receptacles  of  goods 
which  the  slaves  steal  from  thdm.    Perhaps  this  cir- 
cumstance may  induce  masters  to  attend  better  to  tl^ 
instruction  of  their  slaves,  whidi  may  ultimately  prove 
a  blessing  and  a  security  to  the  colony.    In  g^ieral, 
the  slaves  are  treated  with  tenderness  in  Cape-town. 
In  the  house  vibere  I  lodged  they  are*  treated  as  if  th^ 
were  their  own  children,  and  mo6t*of  them  would  b6 
sorry  to  leave  the  &mily.    Their  childreii  aiie  put  to 
school,  and  play  about  die  room  where  the  family  sit 
at  their  meals  with  as  nnich  freeddm,  icnd  receive  as 
much  attention  as  if  they  were  tiidr  own  children^— 
but  they  are  slaves !  a  condition  which  shodb  human 
nature.     All  the  children  of  a  female  slave  are  die 
property  of  her  master,  whether  the  father  be  bond  or 
free;  of  course  it  is  the  interest  of  the  master  to  see 
that  even  the  mcMber  treats  die  child  well,  on  the  same 
principle  on  which  the  frutner  takes  care  of  his  young 
foals,  because  by  their  death,  or  their  disease  he  be- 
comes a  loser.    Slaves  are  not  permitted  to  marry, 
which  is  not  only  an  act  of  great  injustice  towards 
tbem,  but  a  hdnoua  sin  agakist  Ood.    There  ar^ 
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however,  oamy  slaves  who  cooskler  diemsdves,  by 
their  owa  mutual  consent;  JMsbaods  and  wives. 

A  slave  dbip  contaioibg  many. slaves  £rom  Mada^ 
gfiscar  and  MoBambiqaev  was  lately  captured  by  one 
o(  our  cruizers.  The  slaves  were  landed  at  Cape^ 
town,  and  appneoticed  to  masters  for  fourteen  yearsi 
who  are  boimd  fay  agreement  to  trtot  them  wtell,  td 
teach  tfaeoi  a  trade,  and  to  instruct  them  in  reading 
and  ia  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion;  all 
whidx  m  some  cases  will  be  performed  I  visited  a 
school  of  twenty  of  these  strangeiB,  endrely  supported 
by  Comnussioner  Shids.  They  aU  appeared  to  be 
ftom^eigjhteea  to  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Several  of 
them  read  the  new  testament  tderably  wdl,  and 
lepeaited  questions  from  Watts's  catechism.  On  the 
Lwl's  day  they  are  well  dressed  in  a  kind  of  unifonn^ 
•od  attend  the  church.  I  have  no  doi)bt  that  their 
temporary  captivity  will  not  only  be  a  blessing  to 
thenoadvesi  but  also  to  Iheir  country,  should  they  ever 
retwn. 

0»  the  10th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  party 
of  u«  set  off  on  a  visit  to  the  Moravian  setdement  at 
Gfoene  KloQ^  thirty-five  miles  from  Cape-town.  The 
mocning  tvas  cod  and  pleasant  The  sunrose  bcauti* 
folly  from  behind  Tiger  Mountain  ad  .we  were  leaving 
the  towa  JMany  peqde  were  walkii^  about^  tiie 
Bdocniog  beii^ ithe  best  fine  for  talyt^  eserdse;  the 
succeeding  part  of  ^6  day  in  sunoner  being  too  hot  fo^ 
much  exertion.    After  travelling  about  ten  miles  we 
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bdltad  to  taice  hraUifait  ainoog  the  bu^bas.  The  wholii 
country  in  every  direction  wea  covered  with  bushes  fuU 
<^  beauty,  thouj^  at  a  distance  all  appeared  heaith. 
Many  of  the  pbuota  are  amh  aa  we  are  a/coiAtomed  m 
England  to  see  in  green-bau8e&  We  killed  a  black 
nake,  meaaoiing  five  fbtt  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
about  six  inches  in  circuni£brence  in  the  middfe<  The 
^ipkes  by  which  he  was  killed  were  all  aimed  at  bi$ 
bead,  which  the  creaiure  seemed  to  know  vires  hi$  woU 
vulnerable  part,  for  he  put  it  under  bis  breast  At  sii^ 
P.M.  we  arrived  at  the  settlement,  which  stands  among 
trees,  the  first  we  had  seen  after  leaving  Cape-4owo« 
The  bi«tbren  leeeivBd  us  jwy  kindly*  After  an 
early  eupper  we  leUrad  to  the  chapel,  where  nearly 
a  hundiBd  Hottentots  were  assembled,  sitting  in  e 
aerious  manner,  the  ^es  at  one  end,  the  females  9t 
the  other.  After  romaimng  in  silence  for  a  minute  or 
more,  Mr.  Smit  commenced  the  service  by  singing 
a  hymn,  in  which  the  Hottentots  instantly  joined  in  a 
pleasant  and  apparently  devout  manner,  Mr.  S»  then 
read  a  portion  of  scripture,  from  which  be  gave  an 
address,  and  spoke  much  of  the  Saviour ;  after  singing 
another  hymn,  aU  retired 

1 1th.  We  mse  about  five  o*doQk  and  walked  about 
the  premises  till  breakfaat,  a&er  which  we  attended  a 
Meeting  with  the  young  people;  when  the  service  wa$ 
anicfa  the  same  as  before*  Mr.  Bonata  gave  the  ^- 
dress.  We  visitol  every  Hott^ot  fiimily  in  the  settle- 
neot,  about  forty  in  number.  Their  bou$e9,  though 
nEiean  huts,  were  dean,  their  dres^  upon  the  whole 
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Was  decent,  though  there  were  exceptions*  Some 
being  asked,  what  they  should  do  if  their  teachers  were 
to  return  to  Europe,  said,  they  would  follow  them — 
others,  that  they  should  not  be  aUe  to  live.  We 
observed  one  young  Hottentot  weeping— beii^  asked 
the  reason,  she  said,  she  could  not  but  weep  when  she 
thought  of  people  conning  from  such  a  &r  country  to 
see  poor  Hottentots.  In  the  cool  of  the  evening  I 
visited  Mr.  Smit's  carpenters  shop;  when  standing 
before  it,  he  pointed  to  a  spot  on  a  nei^bouring  bill, 
where  twelve  months  ago  about  forty  of  &eni  had  gone 
to  hunt  wolves,  which  had  committed  various  depipe^ 
dations  among  the  sheep.  While  searching  for  them, 
a  tyger  sprang  from  a  hush  and  seized  one  of  the 
Hottentots  by  the  forehead.  *^  I  could  not  leave  the 
Hottentot  to  be  killed,"  said  he,  ^^  therefore  I  went 
with  my  gun  to  shoot  the  tyger— on  observing  me^ 
he  left  the  Hottentot  and  attacked  me — my  gun  was 
useless,  for  he  caught  my  arm  in  bb  mouth  in  a 
moment,  having  directed  my  elbow  towards  him  to 
defied  my  face.  I  held  his  throat  down  with  my 
other  hand,  with  ray  knee  on  his  beUy,  and  caUed 
out  to  the  Hottentots  to  come  to  my  assistance; 
When  they  heard  I  was  in  danger,  they  v^tured 
their  lives  to  save ''mine:  they  came  running,  and 
one  of  them  shot  him  dead;  and  we  brought  home 
his  skin."  His  teeth  went  to  tfie  very  bone  of 
Mr.  Smit's  arm,  and  it  was  a  long  time  bdbie 
he  recovered.  We  saw  the  Hottentot  who  was  first 
attacked,  he  carries  the  mark  of  tiie  tyger^s  tusks  in 
his  forehead,  and  will  do  bo  all  Us  days.    We  drank 
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tea  in  a  thicket  of  tcees.  near  jthe  houfie^  which  was  ve^ 
fretbio^y.cooly  during  which  abouta  doaen  g^ls  read 
the  scriptures  and  sang  a  hymn. 

In  the  eveniiig  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  chapel ;  the 
serviceas  before*  .  On  returning  to  the  mission-house, 
we  umted  in  pnyer  for  success  to  the  mission,  at 
GrDeDe.Kloo£ 

On  the  19th  we  all  rose  irt  four  o*ck>ck  in  the 
morning;  had  coffin  with  the  brethren  and  their 
wives^  who  appear  hdps-meet ;  after  which  we  got 
into  our  waggon,  when  a  few  Hottentot  females 
sang  a  hymn,  which  was  a  prayer  for  us,  when  we 
took  leave.  On  clearing  the  thicket  and  passing  the 
end  of  the  village,  we  found  about  forty  Hottentots 
in  a  group,  who  sang  a  forewell  hymn,  which  we 
answered  by  singing,  **  Praise  God  from  whom  aU 
blessings  flow,  ftc."  The  whde  looked  as  if  we  had  got 
back  to  the  Paradisiacal  age.  Dreadfol  must  be  the 
wickedness  of  that  part  of  the  world  where  such  insti- 
tutions could  be  opposed.  Great  good  they  may  do, 
but  harm  they  cannot  da  The  government  of  the 
colony,  to  their  honour,  have  heexi  kind  tp  them.  The 
poor  Hottentots,  in  their  own  way,  all  bid  us  farewell, 
which  was  returned,  and  not  by  any  one  without 
emotion.  They  stood  looking  after  us  as  long  as  we 
were  in  sight 

On  our  rebim  to  Cape-town,  we  found  that  Mn 
and  Mrs.  Sass,  missionaries  from  Silver  Fountain,  had 
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arrifed,  with  old  CapUM  K<dt,  iWmi  tbe  same  plaoe; 
with  whom  we  had  much  contersatioD  abo«it  the  itate 
of  things  there. 

On  the  17th  I  viiited,  hi  the  tnornsog,  Mn.  Smit'» 
fliee  dchod  fbr  dlaves^  wtoh  meets  two  or  three  dmes 
a  weei^  atkl  contains  about  150  people^  bfack  aad 
brown,  from  six  to  thirty  years  of  age.  Mra^  Soiil 
sat  on  an  elevation  in  the  centre  of  the  meeting-house, 
where  she  teaches  to  read)  leads  the  singing,  and  con- 
dudes  the  service  by  a  wlemn  prayeix  Several  ladieS) 
and  three  or  four  males^  assisted  in  the  iostnictioD  of 
Ihe  scholam* 
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Having  fioiBhed  wlmt  bualoM  I  bad  ki  Cape^ 
Hmtk,  I  lift  it  «t  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Nov.  31, 
fiM*  SteUenboBcb^  to  remain  dMfe  tdl  the  hot  weadier 
Bhottld  be  o^u  I  tmvcUed  yvixb  my  friend  Mn 
Duncan  in  the  post*wiggon,  dmwi^  by  ten  faorses. 
Tliougb  9'eat  part  of  the  road  was  over  deep  sand, 
yet  we  weve  dmwn  by  amdl^  high-sf^riied,  African 
horses^  about  six  luikt  an  boun  W«  observed  no  cnF- 
tivaiion,  except  on  the  side  of  TigBt  MooMain,  till  we 
tttne  to  Mynheer  Janseti^  tbe  hailf-way  bouse^  mhett 
we  lialted  to  take  breakfiKrt,  whieh  cottti^led  cf  4xki 
ialted  mtittody  hot  roast  tafmb,  haoft,  eggs^  atid  te«k 
The  maMer^  viistress^  and  ilaMtt  could  «peak  £a^iBh; 
and  all  were  attentive  to  their  coiii^y^  for  which  ttiey 
paid  a  rix-doUar,  or  four  shillings  currency,  a  head. 

The  mnamhig  half  of  ibe  rowl  not  being  so  sandy, 
wofaadoidy'ei^borses>batwehad  toascend  aeofr- 
Mlemble)^  up  which  the  hovsaa  went  at  foH  gaflop, 
as  :tt  onstooMry  througboot  tbe  cdony.  On  the  hffl 
ave  aeveral  giKKl  ftnn<*bouBeis  satounded  by  ieMs*; 
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but  the  crops  were  so  thin,  that  English  farmers  would 
hardly  be  at  the  trouble  to  cut  them  down.  They  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  wheat  We  reached  Stellenbosch  by 
eleven,  A.M.  where  we  were  kindly  received  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kuyper,  under  whose  friendly  roof  I  was  to 
remain.  After  dinner  Mr.  Duncan  returned  to  Cape- 
town in  a  hired  waggon,  for  which  they  demanded 
thirty  rix-dollars.  I  visited  our  missionary  Mr.  Bakker. 
in  the  evening.  He  instructs  poor  slaves,  both  on  the 
sabbath  and  through  the  week.  He  told  us  that  that 
day  nine  and  twenty  years,  a  man  of  war,  in  which  he 
was,  after  being  almost  a  wreck  by  a  long  storm,  sunk 
in  the  ocean  off  the  coast  of  America,  when,  out  of 
three  hundred  men,  only  about  forty  were  saved,  by 
getting  in  boats  on  board  another  vessel. 

The  town  of  Stdlenbosch  stands  at  the  bead  of  a 
valley  surrounded  by  mountains,  some  of  which  are 
extreipely  bigb,  and  carrying  rugged  topa.  Moat  of 
the  houses  are  built  apart,  with  gardens  behind :  the 
^XHises  have  much  carved  work  in  froo^  and  like  thoae 
ia.Cape-tOM^  we  all  paintad  white  a^  aoow.  Tbt 
ftx^tA  hc^ve  a  row  <tf  oak  trees  on  each  side,  to  shdter 
fircnya  the  heat  of  summer* 

2£nd.  At  half  past  two  o'clock  I  attended  Mn 
Bakkec's  slave  meeting,  which  was  a  very  interesting 
aoeu  They  met  in  a  large  room  in  his  house.  About 
.180  were  present,  the  miijority  of  whom  were  females^ 
Some  had  very  interesting  countenances^  indicating 
much  Qiind ;  others  discovefed  very  little.  The  aer- 
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fice  began  by  Mrs.  B.  reading  a  chapter  <tf  scripture. 
Mr.^  B.  then  gave  oat  a  peafan,  after  which  Mr. 
Kicherer  addressed  them.  Erery  one  seemed  to  bang 
on  his  lips :  one  was  sii^ulariy  earnest  in  Kstening, 
which  attracted  Mr.  Kicheter^s  attention  so  much  as 
to  ifiduee  faim,  in  the  midcQe  of  his  diBConrse,  to  ask 
him  two  or  three  questions  about  Jesus,  which  he 
floswered  with  a  pleasing  smile  on  his  sable  fac^.  The 
slaves  sung  as  well  as  tf)e  people  called  christians, 
urtiich  means,  in  South  Africa,  white  people.  Several 
came  to  Mn  K.  after  he  retired,  and  spake  about 
Jesos:  one  femde  spoke  with  peculiar  fervour,  re* 
gardless  of  all  about  her.  The  scene  was  a  sermon  to 
me.  Though  I  understood  none  of  her  expressions, 
yet  her  gestures  enabled  me  to  conjecture  what  she 
wi^t  be  saying. 

SSd.  I  inquired  lespec^ig  tl\e  skive  who  bad 
att^vered  Mr.  K.  during  his  discourse,  when  I  was  in- 
firmed  that  he  bad  long  been  an  excellent  christian: 
tbatformedy  hia  master  would  not  permit  him  to  attend 
Mn  BaUcer,  and  one  day  assured  him  he  would  flog 
him  if  he  went  The  poor  slave,  with  christian  geiitle* 
neas,  said  in  reply,  ^'  I  must  teii  the  Lord  that"  The 
saying  so  wrought  upon  his  mastar's  mind,  that  be  not 
only  permitted  him  to  go,  but  likewise  all  the  slaves 
in  his  IxKise;  and  yesterday  this  gentleman  and  his 
lady  attended  the  shure  meetmg  themselves.  This  slave 
dwub  God  ft>r  brii^g  him  from  Mosamhique,  his 
ttative  country* 
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Mr.  E  related  tte  f<^Bowiiig  biatory  of  Uie  kamh 
wbo  addroised  Mr,  K.  aAor  the  service :  ''  She  liiM 
at  a  distance  in  tbe  country.  About  three  weeks  ago 
she  made  her  first  appearance  at  h»  meetii^.  His 
sermon  respected  the  strayed  she^.  When  be  had 
finiv^bed^  she  oame  lorward  and  confessed  she  was  tfaafc 
strayed  sheep,  and  asked  &rtber  instruction  oonoemii^ 
Jesus  Christ  She  confessed  she  hfd  often  apofesB 
agaimt  tbe  slave  nseMiog»  but  added,  she  loved  h 
now.  On  tbe  feUowing  sabbath  she  said,  Jesns  hL  ficsl 
farougbt  her  to  buittBl]^  but  she  must  come  to  Inm 
every  day,  wicked  ^mA  unworthy  as  she  was.  She  at^ 
tenda  rc^piUuiy  and  heara  atteotii^y. 

When  vi^ting  our  miaaiooary,  Mr.  Messer,  wbo 
lives  with  Mr.  Rose,  a  farmer  about  five  miles  from  Stelt 
lenbosch,  instructing  his  and  the  neighbouring  slaves, 
I  diseo^^ered  what  I  did  not  expect  Mr.  NewtDn, 
late  rector  of  St.  Mary  Wooboth^  mai^  years  age 
$eot  Bde  a  tttde  vciwue,  entitled,  "^Seven  listters  fiom 

a  fereign  Cleigyman  to  Mr.  N p»  and  trandatod 

from  tbe  or^iid  Laiin  by  Mr.  Cowperf  but  who,  or 
where  tbe  <dei^p[;ynum  residnd,  was  concealed.  I  4is^ 
covered  that  this  deigyman  was  Hetperus  Bit^raia 
van  Lier,  minister  of  die  Reformed  Cinircfa  at  Cape«> 
town»  South  Africa,  where  he  died  March  17th,  179% 
9igpi  twenty-^ight  yean  and  five  months;  A  litde  be^ 
fere  bis  death,  being  infonned  by  Us  physicitti  that 
hil  departttre  wm  at  liand,  he  csekdmed,  ^  Triumph! 
'^  Triumph !  Triumph !  Blessed  be  God^  I  have  oveiv 
'^  come  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  1   Halldujab ! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ncrv.]  8TELLENB0&CH*  17 


''  HaUeli^'ah  I  Hallelujah  r  Hairing  8ud  this,  bb  spirit 
fled  from  his  wore  oat  body  to  the  iannortal  world* 

Prom  Mr.  fiurchers,  miraster  of  S^leaboscb^  I 
rMeived  the  following  account  of  the  firstof  two  earths 
quakes^  wlscfa  occurred  hBfe  three  years  ago. 

^^  The  ehorch  at  Paar),  about  e%ht  mileB  distatiCy 
was  Acq  vacant  The  governor  desired  me  to  preach 
once  a  mondi  there.  On  a  Saturday  before  seltiog  off 
to  that  place,  I  Mt  exceedingly  dull  and  indotent 
On  Sabbath  mdmii^  my  wife  and  I  went  to  PaarL 
On  reaching  it  I  feh  very  feeUe,  and  asked  for  soooe 
water,  but  could  not  drink  it,  for  it  was  ktke^rarm* 
They  said  it  was  brought  from  the  founttanr  I  sent 
my  own  slave  to  the  fountain,  but  what  be  brought 
Was  warm  also.  I  went  myself,  and  found  it  the  same. 
We  could  not  account  for  this.  While  preaching,  I 
found  myself  so  dull,  I  hardly  knew  what  I  said.  I 
mentioned  my  feelings  to  some  of  the  peof^  alter  ser* 
mon,  who  said  they  felt  in  tba  same  way.  Next  mom* 
log  we  returned  to  Stdlenbosch.  All  day  my  family^ 
myself  and  slaves,  and  even  the  dogs,  were  unwell. 

^  At  ten  o'dock  at  night  we  were  all  alarmed  widi 
a  noise  resembling  that  of  a  thousand  waggons^  running 
along  the  streets.  We  did  not  know  what  it  was,  but 
my  famify  were  t^fied.  A  great  light  shone  into  the 
voom.  SupposH^  it  bad  been  thunder,  I  told  them  not 
io^be  afraid,  for  the  danger  was  over,  the  lightning  be^ 
kig  gone.  While  talking,  the  same  ncnse  as  before  was 
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repeated,  and  every  thing  shook.  Oh !  said  I,  it  is  aa 
earthquake:  come  all  out  of  the  house  into  the  garden. 
We  felt  as  if  there  had  been  no  life  in  us,  as  the  scrip* 
ture  expresses  it  There  was  then  a  third  shock,  which 
was  inferior  to  the  former  two.  The  noise  was  not 
cmly  awful,  because  of  its  loudness,  but  also  from  the 
nature  of  the  sound — it  was  a  kind  of  melancholy 
groan  or  howl.  The  dogs  and  birds  ^wed,  by  their 
noise,  that  they  were  terrified,  which  added  to  the 
honot  gI  that  ni^t.  The  night  was  very  still ;  thore 
was  no  wind,  but  I  observed  a  great  number  of  little 
fiery  meteors.  I  noticed  some  little  clouds,  in  different 
directions,  like  thunder-douds,  but  they  had  something 
new  in  their  aspect  The  people  came  all  flocking  to 
me  in  the  garden,  much  alarmed.  I  said  what  I  could 
to  support  their  minds.  At  length  we  ventured  again 
into  our  house,  when  we  tried  to  get  a  litde  sleep  to 
refi^esh  us,  but  we  tried  in  vain." 

December  23.  Went  to  Cape-town,  to  obtain  in- 
formation respecting  the  island  of  Madagascar,  to 
which  the  Society  are  anxious  to  send  a  mission.  I 
got  considerable  information  from  Messrs.  Oncruydt 
and  Truter,  who  had  both  been  there;  the  former 
twice,  the  latter  once.  Mr.  Oncruydt,  among  other 
things,  related  the  following  anecdote. 

A  French  ship  had  heea  stranded  on  the  west  coast 
of  Madag^car  about  twelve  months  before  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Oncruydt  The  captain,  officers,  and  men, 
had  resided  all  that  time  with  the  natives.    On  seeing 
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the  Dutch  ship  arrive  at  the  mootfi  of  the  river, 
M.  — — —  Ae  captain,  and  crew,  came  off  to  her, 
and  solicited  a  passi^  to  the  Cape,  to  which  Mr.  O. 
as  supercargo,  and  the  captain  consented.  Tliey 
clothed  the  Frenchmen,  and  went  ashore  with  them 
to  the  king.  They  soon  reached  a  considerable  town, 
where  an  officer,  called  the  secoikl  king,  resided.  By 
him  they  were  well  reiceived,  and  sent  off  with  a  num- 
ber of  attendants  to  the  first  king.  They  came  to  a 
broad  and  rapid  river,  but  seeing  neither  bridge  nor 
boa^  they  lodced  at  each  other,  wondering  how  they 
should  get  across.  They  had  two  chests,  full  of  pre- 
sents for  the  kii^.  Six  men  took  up  one  of  the  chests, 
went  with  it  into  tte  water,  three  on  one  side  and 
three  on  the  other,  and  suspended  it  above  water,  by 
each  applybg  one  of  his  hands  to  it.  In  this  way  th^ 
carried  it  over  perfiectly  dry : — in  the  same  way  Aey 
carried  over  the  other  chest,  and  all  the  Dutch  and 
French  who  were  in  the  company.  One  of  the  sailors, 
not  choosing  to  be  carried  over  in  so  awkward  a  man- 
ner, stripped  off  his  dothes,  and  tying  them  about  his 
head,  jumped  into  the  water  and  swam  towards  the 
other  side;  but  on  coming  to  the  middle  of  the  river, 
die  current  was  too  strong  for  him,  so  that  he  was  car- 
ried down  before  it,  and  would  certainly  have  been 
drowned  had  not  some  of  the  natives  gone  to  his 
assistance.  Soon  after  crossing  the  river  they  arrived 
at  the  town  where  the  kmg  resided,  which  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  one  they  had  seen  before. 
X)n  being  introduced  to  the  king,  he  exfnessed  his 
surprise  at  seeing  the  Frenchmen  all  wdl  clothed. 
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When,  on  inquiry^  he  fioond  they  had  received  these 
clothes  from  the  Dutch,  ivbo  were  of  a  diflferent 
nation  from  them,  he  vms  still  more  surprised,  and 
looking  to  his  attendants^  who  stood  in  a  row  behind, 
said,  ^  Marie  this:  these  do  not  beloag  to  the  same 
nation  with  the  Frendi,  yet  yon  see  they  give  them 
clothes ;  learn  to  do'  so  too/*  A  house  and  attend*- 
ants  were  provided  for  them  all  by  the  khig,  where 
they  lived  very  comfortably  for  five  months. 

'  On  another  occasion,  when  Mr.  O.  was  with  the 
second  king  alone^  while  viewing  from  his  window  a 
great  storm  at  sea,  he  said  to  Mr.  O.  '^  I  heard  from 
my  grandfrtther,  and  from  my  uncle,  that  all  these 
things  were  made-^did  you  ever  hear  that?^  Made, 
said  Mr.  O.  to  try  him,  do  you  mean  that  tlie  sea 
made  itself?  ^^  No,  no ;  I  do  not  mean  that :  I  mean 
made  by  its  maker.**  O  yes,  said  Mr.  Oncruyd^ 
all  white  people  know  that  Then  he  sakl,  '^  I  have 
told  you  who  told  me,  now  tell  me  how  you  know  it" 
On  which  he  informed  him  of  the  Bible. 

Many  of  the  natives  can  speak  a  little  En^Mi. 
They  smelt  iron,  copper,  and  silver,  and  make  various 
articles  from  tliem.  They  also  manuikctiire,  in  a  rough 
way,  articles  of  pottery.  They  not  only  raise  a  euf*- 
ficient  quantity  of  rice  to  support  themselves,  but  sell 
considerable  quantities  to  ships  which  toudi  there. 

The  heat  is  great  from  nine  in  the  morning  to 
three  in  the  afternoon ;  but  the  other  parts  of  die  tfa^ 
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are  very  pleasant,  and  with  proper  caution  health 
may  be  preserved.  So  far  as  the  gentlemen  could 
judge  of  the  whole  island  from  what  they  saw^  they 
suppose  the  population  must  be  very  great  The  in- 
habitants in  the  interior  are  completely  a  different  peo- 
ple from  those  on  the  sea  coast 

Mr.  Alexander,  the  colonial  secretary,  informed  me 
that  the  king  of  the  island  of  Joanna,  which  lies  near 
the  north  end  of  the  island  of  Madagascar,  had  lately 
sent  an  ambassador  to  the  governor  of  the  Cape,  solicit- 
ing assistance  against  the  people  of  Madagascar,  who, 
as  they  alleged,  fitted  out  ships  that  would  contain 
from  fifty  to  sixty  persons,  in  which  they  sent  small 
detachments  to  murder  and  founder  their  neighbours, 
without  provocation.  The  governor,  however,  would 
not  interfere.  It  seemed  to  indicate  a  change  of 
character  since  the  time  that  Messrs.  Oncruydt  and 
Truter  had  visited  them,  which  is  more  than  thirty 
years  ago.  But  as  Augustine  and  Tulier,  which  they 
visited,  lie  on  the  south  or  opposite  end  of  that  exten- 
sive island,  perhaps  the  inhabitants  of  that  district  may 
not  discover  tbe^same  character. 

26th.  Returned  to  Stellenboscb. 
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JOURNEY  TO  THE  MORAVIAN  SETTLEMENT  AT  GE- 
NADENDAL,  OR  BAVIAN'S  KLOOF,  AND  CALEDON, 
FORMERLY  ZWARTEBERG. 

December  39. 

JMr.  Rocs,  boor  near  SteUenbosch,  having  l^indly  of- 
fered to  take  tne  to  visit  Caledon  and  the  Moravian 
settlement  at  Genadendal,  we  left  his  house  before 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  his  waggon  and  eight 
borsesy  with  three  slaves.  The  morning  was  cod  and 
pleasant  We  soon  came  to  a  district  called  Hottentot 
Holland,  from  whence  we  had  an  extensive  view  of  the 
sea  and  Simon's  Bay. 

There  is  a  chain  of  high  mountains  at  this  distance 
from  the  Cape,  which  is  thirty-six  miles,  commencing 
at  the  shore  on  the  eastern  side,  and  running  more  than 
half  across  to  the  western.  The  sides  of  these  moun- 
tains are  so  steep,  as  to  resemble  a  wall  raised  to  the 
heavens,  to  prevent  all  access  to  the  interior.  I  have 
heard  only  of  two  places  where  they  can  be  crossed; 
the  one  only  by  horses,  the  other  by  waggons.  This 
last  we  were  now  to  ascend.  To  me  it  would  have 
appeared  impracticable,  only  I  knew  it  had  been  per- 
formed by  others;  and  our  horses  appeared  as  good 
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as  any  I  had  seen  in  the  country.  I  scrambled  up  on 
foot,  and  witoesaed,  with  paw,  the  struggling  of  the 
horses  to  drag  the  waggon  up  the  clifil  The  flowers 
which  every  where  adorned  the  front  of  the  mountain 
were  very  beautiful,  as  if  designed  to  cheer  the  tra- 
veller's mind  while  ascending  the  rugged  precipice. 
On  reaching  the  summit,  an  extensive  desert  came  at 
cmce  into  view.  I  think  a  thousand  men  could  defend 
this  pass  against  all  the  armies  of  the  world.  The 
descent  on  the  north  side  is  far  more  gradual,  and  the 
road  being  sandy  rendered  it  easier  to  go  down.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  descent  we  halted  at  a  brook  of 
water  to  refresh  ourselves  and  horses;  where  there 
was  another  waggon  with  some  females,  attended  by 
slaves,  who  were  on  their  way  to  visit  Genadendal,  to 
be  present  at  their  solemnity  of  closing  the  year.  In 
the  evening  we  halted  at  the  house  of  a  boor,  who  was 
a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Caledon^  who  treated  us 
kindly. 

30th.  Departed  at  seven,  A.M.  and  reached  Mr. 
Yos's,  the  minister  of  Caledon,  by  nine  o'clock. 
He  received  us  with  much  kindness.  A  new  town  has 
lately  been  formed  here ;  but  it  can  never  be  a  hrge 
one,  for  want  of  a  sufficirat  quantity  of  water. 

31st.  Rose  at  three  o^dock  in  the  morning,  in 
in  order  to  arrive  at  an  early  hour  at  Bavian*s 
Kloof,  now  called  Genadendal,  or  Grace  Vale. 
About  three  miles  on  pur  way  we  struck  into  a  field, 
in  order  to  get  soonerinto  the  great  road;  by  this  at- 
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tempt,  however,  we  lost  omch  tinier  and  got  ainoi^ 
t&U  buibeft  on  the  tida  of  a  hill,  where  we  found  that 
some  tnarshy  ground  lay  between  us  and  the  voad  we 
wished  to  reach.  In  this  dilemma  a  slave  was  dis^ 
patched  to  search  for  a  way  across,  and  be  soon  waved 
his  hand  (is  a  signal  he  had  found  one.  When  I  viewed 
it)  I  was  sure  no  Englishman  would  have  considered 
it  a  way  for  a  waggon  to  cross;  The  opening  among 
the  bushes  was  a  small  pool,  with  steep  sides  to  the 
hei^  of  several  feet,  only  not  so  perpendicular  as  at 
other  parts.  When  Mynheer  Roos  viewed  it,  he  pro«* 
nounced  it  passable*  I  could  give  no  opinion  for  want 
of  the  Dutch  language,  and  waited  in  silence  to  wit'^ 
ness  the  consequence.  The  waggon  went  down  one 
side,  with  great  forcC)  into  the  water ;  and  by  smartly 
applying  the  whip,  we  were  soon  dragged  up  the  othen 

Nothing  but  barren  bills  appeared,  in  every  direct 
tion,  for  several  miles :  at  length  the  eye  was  relieved 
by  a  farm-house  coming  into  view,  with  a  vineyard 
and  some  fields,  a  little  to  the  right  Travelling  for- 
vrard  among  hills  till  about  eleven^  A.M.  we  reached 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  Moravian  settlemnt,  and 
passed  between  many  of  their  fidkls,  bat  were  sorry  to 
observe  so  poor  a  crop.  Farther  on  we  wei«  informod 
by  a  Hottentot  that  we  had  a  broad  river  to  go  over, 
and  be  wodd  accompany  us  to  pohit  out  the  ford. 
Oenadendal  was  foil  in  view  before  us.  Thar  large 
cburch  was  very  <:ons(HCiiOQS  at  a  distance.  The  set- 
tlement lies  at  the  end  of  a  vdley^  doedy  surrounded, 
etoept  in  one  direction,  with  gteat  monntatns^   At  a 
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khm  aiora  the  •f>pnrBBce  of  a  gardbi  thaiv 
a  tofiva.  As  we  (Kised  the  hoostt^  w^  weie  grdti6ed 
(9  theckiUaei  sppcomaoe  of  tnaiiy  cf  the  HoteoMs, 
•Ukoii^  lAbon  wai0  dreastd  in  tibw  l^oae  abeepskim. 
Hiej^  nlolid  » ia  a  firieirily  aHtaoer^  and  tbe  efaikbrcn 
aaamod  h^Uy  divertiMlf  to  aee  i]»  moving  ak»g.  At 
Img&k  we  antved  at  the  hoosM  of  tbe  masimmrf^ 
ktttamiy  where  we  were  leoeived  with  much  cfariatian 
eiacUon.  A  more  pleasant  spot  than  where  tb6f 
dwctt  CBB  hardly  be  MM^ned ;  and  tbe  conskbratioir 
that  all  was  a  bairen  wRdemess  when  they  came  there, 
added  graatly  to  tbe  plearare  we  felt  in  viewiio;  it 

Not  hM|;  after  our  arriTid  the  bell  nu^  for  dinner, 
and  we  were  2aken  twa  large  apartnient  wfaera  they  all 
dmr  togBther«  Tbe  tjaUe  was  pknti&dly  supplied,  but 
tbena  waa  nothing  seperfiaoiis.  Those  who  aenredwem 
Hottentots,  except  one  Caffre  girl  They  did  every 
thing  with  as  much  propriety  and  expedition  as  our 
best  En^srii  serMnIa  cdidd  bave  done.  Before  and 
after  diamr  all  joined  la  siogiiq;  an  appropriate  hyamK 


r  we  made  a  ctrcnit  round  the  setdement^ 
odlJag  at  sevtnd  hoaanof  tbe  Hottentots,  which  were 
aaat  and  ebaii*  Sasie  of  the  booses  had  four  apart^ 
BBonti^  wfaicfa  waee  wbtteaed,  and  bad  some  articles 
ctf  finnilnre;  but  many  atber  boasaa  utena  as  paean  as 
tiuse  I  aftarwasria  aawr  ai  Betbeisdarp:  erary  house, 
boverer,  bad  a  good  garden,  atocked  with  fruit-trees, 
vridcbaKcqualiy^ofnanieirtalandasefuL  Tlmirfaadges 
wiaa  cbieiy  tnaspesod  of  the  peadif4ree,  at  that  tima 
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foil  of  fruit,  which  they  dry  in  the  son  for  food  in  win- 
ter. I  was  surprised  at  the  largeness  of  their*  trees^ 
many  of  which  appeared  to  me-forty  oc  fifty  years  M; 
but  they  assured  roe  that  all  had  been  ptaoMed  within 
eighteen  years,  except  one  which  had  been  planted  by 
tbeir  missionary,  who  had  attempted  a  setdement  there, 
seventy  years  ago,  but  was  obhged  by  persecution  to 
leave  the  place.  They  shewed  me  an  aged  womaa' 
who  remembered  hhn ;  and  they  pointed  out  the  gravie 
of  another  female,  who  died  lately,  and  had  been  con*- 
verted  under  that  missicmary.  She  kept  a  New  Testa- 
ment during  the  fifty  years'  absence  of  the  missionaries, 
and  this  New  Testament  was  the  means  of  keeping 
her  soul  alive  to  God  during  half  a  century.  She 
could  not  read,  but  she  got  another  person  to  read 
it  to  her.  O  how  her  soul  rejoiced  on  the  return 
of  the  missionaries!  It  was  to  her  like  life  fixxn 
the  dead. 

In  our  walk  we  passed  the  house  of  a  man  who  is  « 
leper,  but  his  mind  is  supported  by  the  comfixts  of  the 
gospel.  His  body  was  dark-brown,  but  the  leprous 
parts  were  whitfe.  We  viewed  also  the  burying  ground. 
They  pointed  out  the  spot  allotted  to  the  missionary 
brethren;  another  where  the  sisters  are  interred;  ano^ 
ther  for  the  baptized  male  Hottentots;  another  for  the 
females;  and  likewise  a  separate  place  for  the  child- 
ren. As  there  will  be  no  distkiction  between  mide  and 
female,  young  or  old,  tt  the  resurrection,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive,  and  I  forgot  to  inquire,  their  reason 
for  separating  them  now.    They  annually,  in  a  body, 
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loaittbis  repository  of  the  dead,  uniting  in  prayer  and 
pUMCp  aodiholding  feUowsbip  with  the  souls  of  them 
wiio;  aK  with  Jesus  Christ  No  doubt  this  must  be 
an  impressive  aooae,  and  must  call  up  to  their  remem- 
brance many  things  respecling  the  dead,  on  whose 
dusk.  Aey  are  'treadmg.  On  viewing  the  burying 
grouDd,  we  walked  to  the  garden  of  the  missionaries, 
wtttdi  is  extensive,  well  laid  out,  and  well  watered. 
With  peculiar  sensations  we  sat  down  under  Ae  shade 
of  diat  tree,  whidi  was  planted  seventy  years  ago  by 
the  first  missionary.  The  conversation  naturally  turn- 
ed.to.  his  labours  to  introduce  the  gospel  of  Jesus  to 
this  wild  TGgionf  and  the  r^ret  with  which  he  left  it; 
and  the  mind  naturally  soaied  to  the  Heavenly  Jeru- 
salem, and  thought  of  his  happiness  in  that  well  peo- 
Inland. 

After  tea  we  ascended  one  of  the  hiUs,  to  have  a 
complele  view  of  the  whde  settlement,  which  is  about 
a  mile  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breddth : 
tbe.gardens  being  so  numerous,  the  whole  resembled 
a  city  in  a  wood.  I  viewed  it  as  a  garden  of  the  Lord, 
a  ficy  which  he  had  blessed.  I  could  not  but  reflect 
on  the  former  ignorance  and  present  knowledge  of 
its  idiabitants,  and  of  Jehovah's  dwelling  graciously 
in  many  of  its  huts,  &r  removed  from  the  din  of  war 
and  the  distractions  of  the  busy  world. 

Descending  the  mountain,  ve  walked  to  the  houses 
of  some  Cafires,  who  had  lately  come  for  instruction. 
Their  huts  were  in  a  comer  by  themselves.   They  ace 
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tftUer  Aod  beHer  shaped  disn  the  Hotletitot^  and  fytm 
tbeir  countemooes  appear  poaaeaaed  td  more  iatrik^ 
Perhaps  God  tks^  to  employ  some  of  tham  M 
spread  ibe  knowledge  of  faia  Mane  m  Cafiwm  and 
tba  r^ioos  beyond  it.  Hmi  we  seen  the  GatUean 
fi^b^ineiv  quie%  owndiog  their  mbts^  em§ld  im  faaaa 
qoijiectwed  that  tbeBe  faunble  iaJboama  sboadd  aAar- 
wardd  fH^eoemte  the  -world,  fihould  ahake  and  oifertam 
tfae  idoktries  aad  fliifierBtkkDQs<)f  aociQat  emprcs  and 
atatcai  am)  that  thaar  imtnictamia  ahoidd  be  jo^iifly 
reo^ved  hundreds  of  yean  atorwaid^  fixxn  tiiensttig 
10  the  setting  vm,  to  the  utmost  booDdaritt  of  tbe 
earth!  Tbe  Btuob  God  can  maim  of  tbeee  XMrn^ 
Petets^trndJohnsyOnd  PattLk  Has  proaidaQoe  tarougbl 
then  to  themissioMrmi;  bis^graeehaabiou^taonie 
of  them  to  Jesus;  and  what  he  may  yet  doby  tbeAi^ 
none  can  tell. 

At  e^  o'clock  we  ifant  la  their  ckapel,  iivhaeb  ^mA 
c0Mam  tipwards  of  a  dumsand  people,  emry  part  of 
Whicb  ivas  filled  vfink  Hotteatntij  aoaoy  4>f  y^kom  had 
comQ  fimn  aftor  te  conclude  die  year  together.  They 
saog  wdl  aad  with  becoma^  Boleaani^  aad  liitaacd 
wth  atlentmn  to  ao  addnss  icam  eoe  of  tbe  raissicMH 
aries*  This  meetiiig  was  concluded  a]K)i;^Qkie<o^d(ack; 
aod  on  acoount  of  its  beiog  the  last  evenii^  in  the 
year,  they  assembled  agnn  st  half  past^deKen.  After 
singing,  and  receiving  an  address  from  the  senior 
aoisaionary,  the  tW9ift^  boor  atmck,  when  all  went 
domi  on  Ihmr  kneea  add  jotaedin  a  wlema  a^dvesa 
to  God.  When  they  had  staog  aa  hymn,  all  retired  to 
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Mst    Tbmy  during  the  moedaif,  one  jmt  coded  and 
anotbar  comnencBd* 

The  Monurkn  meeiiiqp  fiMr  pmjsr  and  inBtrootkm 
ue  pretty  fivquent;  but  none  tbat  I  bara  attended 
have  been  long,  wiiidi  sIkvs  wudcM  in  the  autaie^- 
arieB,  and  tbeir  acquaintance  with  faunun  nature^ 

Jan.  1,  1813.— WeleftGenadendalat  four  o'clock 
m  the  morakig,  after  taking  leave  of  the  mififiioQafies. 
Wc  weie  aocompaaied  by  Mt.  Wessel,  fiDom .  the 
neJi^riMMU^Mod  lof  Catedon,  in  fais  waggon.  We  no* 
aamad  to  Caledoo  hy  a  diftrant  read  from  that  by 
which  «•  want,  and  we  lad  the  pleaiupe  to  dbseme 
BMicb  mare  caltivatkm.  Aixxit  aine^  AML  we  reached 
Caledon,  wbeve  we  finxid  about  £Mty  M^aggon^  £tied 
with  pedfde,  ii4io  had  cone  to  be  prcaent  at  the  cpeo- 
big  of  the  new  obarcb*  Mr.  Voe  preached  fraok 
Isaiah  ii.  3.  after  which  he  thanked  the  landdrast, 
wardens,  deacons,  peq>le,  and  his  brethren,  fAr  their 
adeation  and  aemtanoe  in  building  thechorch.  About 
S%S  rix-dotlars  were  ecdltcted  at  the  coDchuion  of  the 
sartice.  The  ohuroh  and  mioistar'B  taouie  witt  isoat 
ao^oeo  rii-diillanH  or  tix  thaiaiiiwil  poundaxuisrenoy* 


Hem  I  had  an  opportoai^  of  meetiog  Mr.  Faoalt; 
and  coBversing  respecting  his  proposed  jonission  to 
M adagBscar.  I  wad  to  Inm  alt  the  iaformatioa  wdaeh 
I  had  obtained  reepecting  tllit  island,  the  diacouraging 
as  wdl  as  ^le  more  inviting  circuaostanooi.  He  re* 
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mained  firm  in  bis  detenniiiation  to  go^  profided  ju 
suitable  person  could  be  found  to  accompany  bim« 

2nd.  Visited  the  bot  baths  in  the  ndghbourhood, 
the  water  of  which  was  so  hot  that  I  could  not  h(Ad 
my  finger  in  it  above  a  second.  Mr.  Hassner,  the  pro- 
prietor, gave  me  many  us^l  hints  about  traveling  in. 
the  interior. 

3rd.  After  the  worship  of  the  Sabbath  was  over,  we 
took  leave  of  Mr.  Vos,  and  accompanied  a  farmer 
with  whom  we  were  to  lodge  that  night.  We  travelled 
three  hours  and  a  half  without  seeing  any  house,  or 
any  cultivation,  till  we  arrived  at  the  fimner's  dwelUog, 
which  was  fiill  of  children  and  skves.  Mr.  Boos  pro- 
duced a  small  manuscript  book  of  hymns,  which  the 
family  seemed  to  view  as  more  precious  than  gdd. 
They  formed  a  circle,  and  sung  three  or  four  hymns 

without  intermission. 

•  ■  ♦ 

4tb.  I  left  with  the  family  some  Dutch  and  £n^ish 
tracts,  which  they  received  with  ipuch  pleasure.  They 
were  anxious  to  understand  the  En^ish  language,  and 
regretted  they  had  no  means  to  acquire  it  About 
six  in  the  morning  we  parted  from  this  sequestered 
diristian  family :  we  observed  them  looldng  afler  us 
till,  turning  tlie  comer  of  a  hill,  they  were  concealed 
from  our  view.  On  asciending  a  mountain  we  entered 
a  cloud,  in  which  we  trvelled  half  an  hour,  during 
which  time  we  had  a  fall  of  rain.  These  hills  were 
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dicked  with  a  great  variety  of  beaot^l  flowers*  At 
deren^  A^.  we  baited,  and  in  a  short  time  :were 
joiiied  by  three  waggons  iidl  of  friends  from  Cale- 
don.  They  soon  lighted  up  a  fire  and  made  cofiee 
for  breakfast  We  departed  at  one  and  gpt  safely  ovor 
Hottentot  Holland  mountain,  and  arrived  mt  Mr. 
Boos's  a  little  afier  su^aet.  Thou^  there  were 
twenty  people,  who  came  uxiexpectedly,  ttie.&miiy 
were  ix)t  in  the  least  disconcerted;  our  arrival  was 
r^^rded  as  an  ordinary  occurrence.  Floors  were 
soon  covered  with  beds,  and  .the  fable  with,  dishes.; 
and  the  numerous  guests  had  retired  to  rest  by  ten 
ocloek. 

At  nine  qn  the  fioUqwing  inonamg  I  arrived  at  Mr. 
^yp^^  ^  ^Ucnboscbi  wbich  was  my  home.    ,  i  > 

'  1 1^9.  Occopiiad  the  forenocMi  in  visiting  the  friends 
of  missions  in  ^mnpany  with  our  missionary  Mr.  Bak* 
ker.  The  first  we  visited  waa  a  person  in;  btiskies^ 
whose  wife  became  a  convert  to  Christianity  under  the 
ministry  of  Mr  Bakker,  and  has  continued  twelve  years 
stedfast  in  the  faith.  She  was  once  a  slave.  They  are 
rich,  have  a  good  business,  and  many  slaves. 

A  young  female  slave,  brou^t  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  gospel  by  Mr.  Bakker's  instrumentality,  was  dying 
in  the  fruth.  He  asked  her,  last  night,  why  she  ex^ 
pected  to  go  to  heaven,  since,  all  who  died  did  nof 
go  there :  to  which  she  replied,  *^  Because  I  bdieve  in 
Jesus  Chrisk" 
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Mr.  Bttkker  is  a  bumble,  nfibctioute,  gmde,  qukt 
man:  be  pmys  much,  and  says  Uttle:  is  little  known 
and  little  spoken  of,  except  in  bis  immediale  ckcle;  byt 
God  bas  greatly  owned  bt«  laboors. 

,  fiOtk'  After  baving  remained  two  montbs  in  Stellen^ 
boMfa,  waiting  till  the  sultry  weather  sbodd  be  ov«v 
tiiat  I  m^t  commence  my  joomey  into  tbe  interior, 
I  left  it  early  in  tbe  morning,  accompanied  by  my  good 
friend  Mr.  Kuyper,  fer  Capetown,  where  we  arrived 
at  one  o'clock,  when  I  again  took  up  my  restdence 
under  the  hospitable  roof  of  Mr.  Oncmydt  I  bad 
tbe  liappiness  to  meet  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milne^  on 
their  way  to  join  Mr.  Morrison  at  China,  and  likewise 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrington  from  Calcutta,  who  were 
on  a  visit  for  the  heaith  of  Mrsw  H.  I  was  ttkwwist 
gready  {deased  to  find  the  soldiers'  meeting,  under 
Air.  Thom,  prospering  greatfy.  My  tiote,  until  my  de- 
puture^  was  taken  up  mattendit^  to^vrtouaeoneemsi 
wbjeh  it  is  unneeeawiry  hero  (o  detail. 
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JOURNEY  TO  BETHEL&DORP. 

OCCnUKENCES    IN    TRAVELUNO     TO     OEOROE— WTTtt 
VmrS    TO     ZCJRfiBRAK     AND     HOGHE,     HOTTENTOT 

Our  two  mggM9  beiog  packed  by  eig^it  in  the 
tmroiiigofSelwdayChe  13thofPebruary»  tbey  called 
far  «Be  «tHr.  Oftoruydfs  in  Sttatid«6tree^  wheo  I  took 
Ifiifeof  this  Und  ftmily,  and  cotmnenced  a  journey 
to  BelhebdoriB^  and  die  other  imittionaty  setdementi 
Ml  SouA  Africa.  The  gp^ealoeu  of  the  uodertatdi^ 
{Mieased  ao  poiverfiiUyiipoB  mynind  as  almostto  over- 
whelm  me^  and  cotnpdled  me  to  implore  the  special 
^iffiiftlfflirfi  mti  dimctioa  of  Him  who  hdds  the  stan 
ahisfaaod^attdgmdesaUliiiqgs  by  thecouosdof  h» 
own  wiH.  Mr.  Mibe,  mmionary  to  Cfaana»  went  with 
me  in  the  waggon  till  we  got  to  a  little  distance  from 
the  town,  whan  he  and  Mr.  Thorn  bade  us  frurewdl  and 
tetnniod. 

We  traTeUad  in  two  waggom^  one  <^  which  was 
isamn  by  twebe»  &e  cklher  by  fourteen  oxen*    Our 
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two  drivers  were  Cupido,  a  converted  Hottentot  be- 
longing to  Bethelsdorp;  and  Britannia^  a  Gonacqua: 
John  and  Michal,  Hottentots,  were  leaders  of  our 
oxen,  and  Elizabeth  and  Sarah  accompanied  us  for 
the  purposes  of  cooking  and  of  washing.  About  four 
miles  from  town  we  took  an  early  dinner  at  Mr.  D's. 
and  at  one,  P.M.  proceeded  on  our  journey  over  deep 
sand  till  four  o'clock,  when  we  halted  at  a  place 
where  there  was  water,  for  the  refreshment  of  our 
oxen.  Our  females  soon  lighted  a  fire,  and  presented 
us  with  a  cup  of  coffee  on  a  mat  spread  upon  the 
grass.  At  seven,  P.M.  we  departed,  the  moon  i^ining 
with  all  her  brightness,  which  rendered  the  evening 
pleasant;  but  being  obliged  to  walk,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve the  oxen  while  travelling  over  sand,  we  found  it 
rather  fatiguing.  At  nine  we  got  out  of  the  road 
among  sand-hilb;  and  in  a  hollow,  one  of  our  waggoos 
stuck  so  fast  that  it  was  half  an  hour  before  it  could 
be  extricated.  About  midnight  we  again  lost  the 
road,  and  were  in  search  of  it  an  hour  before  it  was 
discovered.  In  Africa,  however  warm  the  days,  tiie 
nights  are  cool :  this  one  was  piercingly  cold ;  we  pro- 
ceeded, however,  and  about  frnir  in  the  morning,  we 
reached  the  house  of  Mr.  Rose,  a  wine  boor,  who  was 
up  at  that  early  hour  in  expectation  of  our  arrival. 

14th.  Mr.  Messer,  the  missionary,  who  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  instruction  of  the  slaves  here  for.  die  last 
thirteen  months,  but  is  shortly  to  remove  to  one  of  the 
stations  in  the  interior,  preached  a  forewell  discourse 
16  bis  sable  congregation.  Many  of  them  were  so. miidi 
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afiectedy  tfiatthey  leaned  against  the  wall  and  wept, 
saying,  How  sball  we  get  on  the  way  now? 

15th.  When  on  the  eve  of  departing,  at  six,  P.M. 
we  discovered  that  two  additional  oxen  we  had  pur- 
chased in  the  morning  had  strayed:  two  of  our  Hottea- 
tots  were  dispatched  in  search  of  them  to  the  boors 
fixun  whcMn  we  purchased  them,  from  whence  they 
wi^e  brought  back  about  eight  o'clock,  when  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  after  taking  leave  (d  the  hos- 
pitable family.  At  eleven,  P.M.  the  wind  beg^n  to 
blow  veiy  hard,  and  by  midnight  increased  to  a  vio- 
lent storm,  which  made  me  feel  for  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Milne,  who  were  to  sail  for  the  Isle  of  France  (Hi 
the  preceding  day.  This  storm  made  us  halt  upon 
the  highway,  and  wait  till  it  should  be  day.  I  spent  a 
waking,  uncomfiMtable  night;  but  the  Hottentots,  in 
their  sbeep-akins^  slept  as  sound  as  if  in  the  best 
cbaimber  oaa  bed  of  down. 

I6th.  At  five  in  the  morning  we  were  agcun  in 
motion  towards  Hottoitot  Holland  Klofl^  a  steep  and 
difficult  pass  over  mountains.  We  were  three  hours  be- 
fore both  waggonswere  brought  to  the  summit  At  first 
we  hoped  that  each  yoke  of  oxen  would  be  able  to 
drag  their  own  waggon  to  the  top,  but  in  this  we  were 
disi^pointed,  for  after  ascending  but  a  small  part  of 
it,  both^ waggons  made  a  dead  halt;  an  inch  farther, 
with  all  the  assistance  we  could  give  them,  they  would 
not  move.  On  putting  our  twenty-four  oxen  to  each 
waggpn  they  dragged  them  to  the  top  with  cpnsidor- 
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^Ifie  dtfflculty.  Ae  nine  o'dodt,  A.M.  we  hailed  at  a 
brook  till  tbe  beat  of  the  day  was  owr*  At  qdqd  k 
was  almost  insupportable. 

At  six,  KM.  we  went  ferwaitt  We  killed  a 
grey  serpenti  whidi  sbeoe  hi  the  dark,  and  emitted  a 
ratding  ioimd^  endentfy  intended  by  provideooe  to 
>K^am  people  of  its  ai4>roach.  Having  had  no  ilaep 
Ae  preoecKog  ingh^  I  attampted  now  to  get  a  little 
i«st,  even  while  ttie  waggon  was  in  motion^  and  I 
eompletely  succeeded 

I7th.  At  feur  in  the  morning  I  awoke,  fully  satisied 
with  the  sound  sleep  I  had  enjoyed,  and  we  proceeded 
en  Our  journey  about  six  o'docL  The  wiad  befaig 
hiOy,  roeky,  and  sandy^  we  had  to  walk  the  whole  of 
tfie  stage,  and  the  waggons  wove  se^mal  thnes  nearly 
overttinied.  About  ten^  A.M.  we  pitehed  our  mt 
among  tbe  great  bushes  which  skirted  the  Boi*ri9er. 
In  a  short  time  after  halting,  our  Hottentots  presented 
US  wi&  cofte,  whieb  ted  me  to  Ibel  gfate&il  ibr  the 
ftdlity  with  which  Aie  dement  of  fire  can  be  oblaiaed, 
and  to  think  ^tb  pleasnre  diet  I  was  nowr  eaperiendng 
the  same  kind  of  fift  wfaioh  Abraham  and  tbe  other 
tmctent  patriarchs  lived  in  their  day ;  and  tbon^  new 
to  me,  I  began  to  feel  quite  at  home  in  it  The  nver 
being  braddsb,  I  asked  Ibr  a  dmight  of  water,  bnt  I 
SmoA  that  tbe  cork  having  come  out  of  oor  keg,  the 
good  water  was  all  gone,  and  we  eorid  expect  no  moie 
tifi  we  should  have  travelled  about  tee  mfles  farther^ 
within  about  eight  miles,    bowevei^    Rb»hfitb  di^ 
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ogvtteda  pare  Jtraam  of  water,  which  afibrded  us 
gnitification. 


The  six  Hottentots  who  accooipeiiied  us  sddom 
aougbt  sbeller  fixmi  the  sun;,  it  doesnot  aeetn  to  aflfect 
tbeoi — they  were  healthy,  cbeerfij],  and  hi^y ;  at  one 
tiflie  sii^ag  a  hymn,  at  another  joiomg  in  prayer,  and 
liatBning  to  an  address  from  Capido,  whose  laboun 
wcie  Uesied  to  the  coB^orsion  of  one  Mahommedan 
dave  in  Capetown.  At  six  we  moved  forward,  and 
baited  at  eight  on  a  rising  gromd,  where  we  had 
worship,  and  a  diaooorse  from  Copido,  which,  beii^  in 
Dutch,  I  very  imperfectly  undarstood. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  continued  our 
journey,  and  were  assisted  by  much  lightning  durng 
die  darisness.  We  found  as  we  walked  along,  several 
riiella  of  the  land  toitoise  which  had  latdy  been  killed 
ky  the  ciow,  who  raises  tiiem  into  the  air,  when  she 
kls  tiiem  &11  either  upon  stooes  or  hard  gnound,  by 
which  their  sbelb  are.  broken  and  become  thereby  an 
tuf  ipgey.  For  the  fitBt  time  we  found  two  different 
kads  of  branches  growing  op  the  same  tree.  This 
is  occasioned  l^.an  InoiBon  made  by  a  bird  with  its 
beakinatree^  in  which  be  drops  aaeed  which  pro- 
ducer a  large  bimncb,  of  medicinal  properties.  At 
ei^^  A.M*  we  balled  in  a  valley  about  two  miles 
irom  Caledon,  where  we  had  break&st,  from  whence 
we  moved  forward  at  noon  to  Caledon,  where  we 
ipeat  three  boms  very  comfortably  with  Mu  and 
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Mrs.  Vos,  whom  we  left  at  three,  and  airived  at 
Mr.  Wessels,  at  six  P.M. 

In  consequence  of  the  rain,  our  departure  on  the 
19th  was  postponed  till  two  o'clock  P.M.  when  we 
set  off  with  an  additional  sopfdy  of  ten  oxm,  which 
Dr.  Vyanderkemp  had  left  with  Mr.  Weasel,  about 
twelve  months  before.    'At  five  we  halted  at  Sand 

Fountain,  to  which  Mr.  W favoured  us  wkh 

oxen  for  one  of  our  wagons — at  seven  we  went  for-* 
ward,  and  halted  in  a  wilderness  during  the  night, 
where  we  found  it  very  difficult  to  produce  fire,  as 
every  thing  was  wet. 

We  expected  at  eleven  P.M.  to  have  proceeded  on 
oar  journey,  but  in  consequence  of  some  of  our  cattle 
straying  in  search  of  water,  we  could  not  remove  till 
after  six  in  the  morning.  About  eight  we  came  to  a 
small  salt  brook,  in  which  one  of  our  waggons  stuck  so 
£Eist,,that  we  were  detained  nearly  an  hour;  four  and 
twenty  oxen  with  difficulty  pulled  it  out  At  ten  A.M. 
we  stopped  at  what  is  called  River-without-end. 
Having  caught  a  scorpion  near  our  trat,  we  tried 
whether  naturalists  were  accurate  in  relating,  that  if 
that  animal  be  surrounded  with  fire,  and  sees  he  can* 
not  escape,  he  will  stmg  himself  to  death.  However, 
It  died  as  quietly  as  any  other  animal,  only  darting  its 
sting  from  it,  as  if  to  oppose  any  (ordinary  assailant. 
We  saw  another  animal,  which  exac^y  resembled  an 
aosnated  piece  of  straw,  with  wings  and  1^.    Hawg 
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made  enquiry  of  the  Hottentots  concerning  it,  they 
said  the  Boors  named  it,  the  Hottentot's  God.  At  six 
A.M.  the  thermometer  was  sixty-five;  but  at  two, 
P.M^  ei^ty^ree. 

On  the  21st.  we  departed  about  one  in  the  morning, 
and  at  seven  arrived  at  Thorn  Place,  where  we  halted 
for  the  day.  At  eleven,  A.M.  the  thermometer  was 
ninety-two  in  the  shade,  and  at  three,  P.M.  ninety- 
four.  Just  before  our  departure,  at  eight  P.M.  I 
learned  that  an  ox  had  been  left  behind  sick;  when 
they  aft^wards  returned  to  the  place  where  they  had 
Idt  it,  it  was  gone,  having,  no  doubt,  recovered.  At 
tm,  P.M.  we  crossed  Broad  River,  which  is  deep  and 
wide,  and  in  the  winter  seas(m  frequently  impassable. 
On  asi^dii^  its  sides  we  halted  for  the  night,  where 
Cupido  preached  to  us  under  the  canopy  of  heaven. 

On  the  SSd,  we  left  Broad  River  at  six  A.M.  and 
after  travellii^  over  many  a  hill  we  reached  ZweHen- 
dam  about  mid-day,  the  seat  of  the  Landdrost,  who 
governs  a  very  extensive  district  It  is  a  small  town, 
lying  in  a  valley,  surrounded  by  hills.  A  chain  of 
mountains  passes  the  west  end  of  the  town,  of  great 
h^ht,  and  it  is  the  same  chain  which  had  been  on 
our  left  ever  since  we  crossed  Hottentot  Holland 
Kloff.  The  houses  of  Zwellendam  are  handsome,  and 
have  a  fine  appearance  in  the  middle  of  a  desert.  An 
old  man  whom  we  met  at  Broad  River  assured  us  we 
could  get  every  thing  in  ZweUendam.  We  were  sorry  to 
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find  that  exactly  the  reverse  was  troth,  for  wenmnted  a 
aecQod  chain  to  our  niieels,  aspade,  and  a  iitUe  butter, 
but  none  of  these  articles  could  be  procured  at  Zwel* 
lendam.  We  likewise  wanted  a  Uock  for  the  waggon 
wheel  to  rest  upon  when  dragged^  but  they  had  no 
timber  large  enough  for  nidi  a  purpose. 

At  one,  Mr.  U —  and  I  left  Zwdlendam  ki  a  Umd 
waggpn  to  visit  Mr.  Seiden&der's  miiMOnary  station  at 
Zurebrak.  The  waggon  was  packed  so  foil  of  various 
artides  that  we  could  not  sit  erect,  and  wt  bad  an 
unpleasant  journey  of  six  hours.  Often  I  was  aicaid 
lest  &e  wm^n  should  have  been  4a$hed  to  pieoes 
finom  dae  ruggednesa  of  the  road,  «nd  the  steep  plaoe^ 
it  had  to  descend;  how€ver,a  i^te  giiia^boutsefrentoem 
yean  of  age  led  the  oxen  dbttetfoSy  forward  tiMroagh 
eveiy  di$cid^.  I  was  sinprised  at  her  l^oUbess,  for 
sometimes  I  expected  oxen  and  waggon  to  fall  upon 
her.  At  length  an  extensive  valley  opened  toour  view, 
wbece  Mr.  Seideafoder  klioure  amoi^  a  Kraal  erf* 
Hottentots,  and  where  he  has  bidlt «  house  and  cul^ 
Imeed  a  ooasiderable  portion  <3f  land. 

At  seven,  die  bell  was  rung,  when  about  fifty 
Hottentot  men  and  women  assembled — ^the  meeting 
began  by  singing  a  hymn,  when  after  reading  pait  of  a 
chapter,  he  addressed  lliem  foom  it,  to  which,  sktn% 
upon  die  lk)or,  tfiey  listened  wiA  seeming  intaest^ 
The  service  was  concluded  by  singing  a  hytnn,  ^ 
aubject  of  wfaach  was  an  evening  prayer.. 
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A  little  after  fire  io  the  aiornihg  a  bell  was  rung  as 
a  signed  ibr  the  sdiool  to  aocmbley  when  aboat  ei^sleen 
women  and  four  boys  came  toother,  and  read  out  ol 
tbor  catecbBm  fbr  about  ah  hour.  A  leader  spdb 
and  prooouQces  each  syllable,  which  all  pvoaoiance 
aAer  her.  They  sing  at  the  begioning  and  oobdusion. 
Their  plaa  requu«s  much  improvement.  After  visiting 
and  conversing  with  tiie  Hottentots  in  tbdr  houses, 
and  viewing  the  ground  that  was  cdtivated,  we  returned 
to  Zwdlendam  about  six  P.M.  where  we  found  that 
Mr.  PacaHi  missioiiary,  bad  arrived  with  bis  higg^ge 
to  accon^mny  m  to  George  Drosdy;  near  ilrhich  we 
expected  be  would  be  settk»l,  at  leut  for  a  time; 
among  a  Kraal  of  Hottentots,  but  our  waggons  being 
idready  overloaded,  they  C0«^  admit  of  no  addition, 
we  were  therefore  obUged  to  leave  him  to  labour  at 
and  aroand  ZweHendam  tiU  some  opportonity  should 
eccurof  reaching  George, 

Weleft^Zwellendam  about  seven  P.M.  .Theni^ 
was  coo)  and  windy,  yet  not  unpleasant,  and  the 
heavens  were  studded  with  stars.  One  of  the  three 
perpetual  clouds  called  by  seamen  The  Cape  Cknids, 
appeared  black,  but  I  was  satisfied  that  it  is  only  a 
part  of  the  Via  Lactea,^  or  Milky  Way,  which  being 
itself  tle^tute  of  brightness,  but  cmcompassed  by  the 
issire  of  the  Mrrounding  starsy  basin  a  clear  night  the 
.i^pearaace  ol  a  Uack  doud 

;  This  being  the  driest  seasmi  in  the  year,  the  booni 
bam  the  heath  and  dry  grass  upon  their  extmstve 
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ground^  after  which,  if  it  happens  to  rain,  good  grass 
springs  up  in  a  short  time.  We  saw  two  of  these 
great  fires  at  a  distance,  which  affi>rded  us  some 
amusement,  but  it  must  have  been  fetal  to  myriads  of 
noxious  vermin  and  reptiles.  The  lions,  tygers,  and 
other  beasts,  must  also  experience  a  temporary  incon- 
venience. We  travelled  the  whole  mght,  till  about  six 
next  morning.  I  confess  I  was  surprised  that  the  oxen 
could  continue  to  travel  eleven  hours  together. 

24th.  The  place  where  we  halted  is  called  Chum- 
milk-Valley,  which  is  full  of  trees,  all  of  which  are 
natives  of  Africa.  Thermometer,  at  four  P.M.  in  the 
shade,  seventy-eight.  At  five  we  left  this  valley, 
directing  our  course  eastward,  with  the  same  chain  of 
huge  mountains  on  our  left.  The  country  before  us, 
and  towards  the  sea  on  our  right,  was  covered  with 
small  hiUs,  many  of  which  resembled  Table  Mountain 
at  the  Cape.  I  have  fi^uently  remariced  when  travel- 
ing in  Scotland  and  England,  that  when  one  hill 
appears  of  a  particular  shape,  there  are  others  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  similar  form :  the  same  thing  occurs  in 
Africa. 

At  sun-set  we  crossed  Slang  (or  Serpent)  river.  I 
tasted  of  its  water,  but  it  was  so  braddsh,  that  I  could 
not  drink  it.  The  boor  in  the  neighbourhood  is  obliged 
to  bring  his  water  from  hills  ten  miles  dbtaat.  The 
country  around  is  thinly  inhabited,  and  the  people  are 
destitute  of  all  means  of  information,  respecting  the 
present  and  the  future  worid.    Their  life  q>pears  to  * 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEB.]  JOURNEY  TO  BETHELSDORP.  43 

me,  mere  ammal  existence.  When  will  this  wilder- 
ness be  tranrforaiecl  into  a  garden  of  the  Lord  ?  It  is 
an  act  of  tiie  highest  philanthropy,  and  a  most  exalted 
display  of  the  power  of  christian  principles,  for  a 
missionary,  from  love  to  Jesus  Christ  and  the  souls  of 
men,  to  leave  European  society  and  retire  to  this  gloomy 
ivildemess,  merdy  to  do  good  to  its  scattered  and 
m&erable  inhabitants.  The  man  who  has  been  bom 
here,  and  consequently  is  ignorant  of  the  advantages 
of  other  lands,  cannot  know  the  wretchedness  of  his 
own  circumstances.  Our  road  being  coostandy  up 
and  down  hill,  greatly  fatigued  our  oxen.  At  midnight 
we  crossed  Dunehox  river^  where  we  took  in  a  supply 
of  good  water,  the  value  of  whith  in  such  a  counbry, 
and  at  such  a  season  is  incalculable. 

S^th.  At  one  in  the  morning  our  road  was  up  hill, 
«iid  very  bad,  ftdl  of  deep  excavations  made  by  the 
rain,  wluch  in  the  rainy  season  fidls  in  torrents.  Into 
one  of  tiiese  deep  hollows  the  two  right  wheels  of  one 
of  our  waggons  sunk,  out  of  which  the  oxen  could  not 
drag  it,  without  the  assistance  of  fourteen  from  the 
other  waggon.  Before  two,  we  came  to  Krombeck 
river,  where  we  halted,  having  travdied  upwards  of 
twenty  miles  at  a  stretch.  The  place  was  surrounded 
with  low  trees,  and  these  were  encircled  by  small  hills* 
Having  slept  in  the  afternoon  and  former  part  of  the 
night,  I  could  not  sleep  now ;  I  therefore  rose,  and 
walked  ouCBide  by  moonlight.  About  three  o*clock  a 
brightness  appeared  in  the  eas^  and  when  the  sun's 
light  began  to  overcome  that  of  the  moon,  many  birds 
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by  tbdr  notes  hailed  the  «ppniMb  ctf  day.  Dunog 
all  this  time  the  Hotfeotott  wert  hU  ntimp  apoD  the 
ground — wheo  Ihtse  go  to  rest,  they  have  oviy  to  lay 
dowa  amat,  and  to  corer  theniaelv^  with  their  theap 
ikins^  and  tbey  seem  to  sleep  comfiirtably  until  monH 
ing.  After  bredk&Bl  fooae  of  us  visited  Knwbeefc, 
(or  Crxxdsed  Back)  riv^,  the  water  of  whkb  we  found 
to  be  pure  and  well  tisted ;  the  trees  on  e^  side 
formed  a  cernplete  areh  over  it,  which  protected  it 
from  the  penetrating  rays  of  the  suo,  so  that  the  water 
was  ddigbtfiiUy  cooL 


Though  the  day  was  doiBdy  at  noon,  yet  the  Iher^ 
mometer  stood  at  ninety.  The  place  is  jra^r  out  of 
the  way  to  Bethelsdorp,  bit  we  came  in  quest  oi  timber 
to  repair  the  wheels.  Without  ceremony  tbey  cut 
down  a  ooosidcrable  tree,  which  they  sawed  in  pieces . 
to  make  what  they  wanted  I  could  not  but  notice 
a  remarkable  difierence  between  an  African  and  £u^ 
n)pean  climate.  la  En^and,  if  I  sat  or  dept  in  the 
lesst  draught  of  air,  it  was  sure  to  be  followed  by  a 
sore  throat,  but  here  tbcnigh  I  bad  now  slept  eleven 
nights  in  the  waggon,  with  cold  wmds  Uowiog  througb 
it|  I  sustained  no  inconvenience. 

About  four,  P.M.  we  left  Krombedc  river,  and 
aaceoded  a  hill  by  a  stony  path,  from  the  (op  of  wtuch 
we  had  an  extensive  prospect;  but  all  was  heath,  no 
field  or  house  visible,  except  a  boor's  immediately 
heimd  us.  Many  inconsidemble  hills  lay  h^we  m, 
and  towards  these  we  advanced*    For  soase  tioie  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ISA.]  K)URN£Y  TO  BBTH£lJ»DQRP. 


tepdfed  anraog  trees  on  the  baiikft  of  the  bad  of  a  rivw 
wfaicbieesdry.  Ijtfge  aloes  grew  abundantly  op  the  lictoi 
of  the  road,  and  to  the  very  sammks  of  the  bills,  soiae 
of  wfaidi  were  ten  or  twelve  feet  besides  the  flower. 
At  san*eet  we  came  to  the  end  of  tii€  pleasant  vd3kj 
we  had  travelled  in  for  some  time,  and  ascended  a 
steep  hill,  which  obliged  our  oxen  to  make  great 
exertions,  and  we  ftmnd  the  descent  neaiiy  as  trouble- 
some; however,  we  got  safely  along,  though  the  night 
was  the  darkest  we  had  experienced  on  our  journey. 
A  monkey  near  us  seeooed  v«ry  angry  finom  his  cries, 
but  we  ooukl  not  see  him.  Some  oxen  were  driven 
past  us,  which  gave  ns  uieasiness  lest  some  of  our 
loose  ones  had  gone  with  tbem*  It  was  long  before 
we  could  satisfy  oursdves  as  to  this  point,  though  the 
aumber  of  our  spare  oxen  was  only  twelve.  At  ten, 
P.M*  we  were  obliged  to  halt  fiom  the  darkness  of  the 
Di^U.  Onr  oxen  were  hardly  out  of  the  yoke  when 
the  clouds  poured  down  rain  very  plentifully,  which 
continued  until  morning. 

20th.  In  the  morning  every  thing  around  looked 
lively  and  refreshed  by  the  rain. — At  five,  A.M.  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey.  Two  stupendous  moun- 
tains were  on  our  left,  whose  tops  reached  the  clouds, 
sad  fcsrmed  part  of  the  gneat  chain.  At  nine,  A.M. 
we  amssad  the  Vat  river,  and  halted  doiii^  the  day 
oa  its  qpposite  banks.  We  applied  to  a  neighbouring 
boor  to  sell  us  some  provisions,  but  he  had  none  to 
spare;  however^  after  combg  to  our  waggons,  and 
cowcfiing  wiiii  us  a  litde,  he  found  he  could  spare  os 
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sodie  grapes  and  batten  The  wind  began  to  Uow  so 
hard  about  nooQ>  diat  we  found  it  difficult  to  keep  up 
our  tent,  and  the  rain  fell  copiously.  An  oak,  under 
which  our  tent  stood,  defended  us  for  a  while,  but  at 
length  we  were  flooded  out,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  our  waggpn& 

At. three,  P.M.  we  left  Vat  river.  At  five,  crossed 
Caffi^  Schols  river,  then  ascended  a  hill  on  the  top  of 
which  stood  a  farm-house,  the  windows  of  which  were 
crouded  by  the  poor  slaves,  who  were  curious  to  see  us 
pass.  A  litde  after  sun-set  it  became  so  dark,  that 
the  road  could  not  be  discerned;  we  were  tb^^ore 
obliged  to  halt  until  day.  Here  the  Hottentots  con^ 
structed,  in  a  few  minutes,  a  portable  bouse.  It  is 
made  of  rushes,  and  resembles  a  stair  carpet,  about  six 
feet  wide,  which  they  raise  upon  its  sides,  making  the 
two  upper  sides  meet  for  a  roof,  and  the  two  ends  for 
a  door,  ext^iding  the  two  under  sides  for  a  chamber, 
and  a  spare  piece  they  lay  down  for  a  carpet  I  wait 
into  it,  and  found  it  very  comfortable.  In  this  rush 
house,  wet  as  they  were  by  the  rain,  they  sat  in  the 
dark,  singing  hymns  for  about  an  hour. 

27th.  After  six  hours  sleep  I  awoke  about  three  in  the 
morning,  when  I  was  glad  to  find  the  rain  to  be  over, 
and  a  small  remnant  of  that  moon  which  had  been  so 
useful  to  us  on  the  journey,  shining  from  near  the 
horizon.  About  four,  A.M.  the  morning  star  rose 
above  the  hills,  and  it  was  not  loi^  before  the  sun 
sprang  up  and  the  darkness  fled  away,  and  the  birds  as 
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usual,  testified  their  joy.  At  six,  the  oxen  were  pked 
to  the  waggons,  ready  to  render  us  all  the  service  in 
their  power.  They  serve  silently,  without  ostenatipn, 
boastii^  or  desire  of  reward :  allow  them  to  eat  their 
Malca*'s  grasS)  and  they  ask  no  more.  During  the  night, 
for  the  first  time,  after  they  had  eaten  awhile,  they  drew 
all  round  our  waggons  and  slept.  I  supposed  this  was 
for  protection  from  the  wild  beasts,  which  they  must 
have  seen,  or  heard,  or  smdled. 

Our  stage  in  the  morning  was  tolerably  good,  only 
liiDy.  One  of  our  company,  when  in  search  of  the 
roebuck,  saw  three  ostriches.  We  saw  only  one 
person  during  a  journey  of  four  hours,  and  he  was  on 
a  hill,  a  mile  distant:— indeed,  human  beings  besides 
oursdves  were  beginning  to  be  as  great  rarities  as  the 
ostrich.  At  ten,  A.M.  we  halted  iat  False  river,  in  the 
middle  a(  a  small  plain,  full  of  bushy  trees,  and  six 
low  hills  fonned  a  circle  around  us.  Were  such  a 
spot  within  five  miles  of  London,  it  would  be  of  im- 
mense value,  but  here  it  is  worth  only  a  few  dollars. 
If  there  be  any  Hottentots  in  the  neighbourhood,  it 
would  be  a  charming  station  for  a  mission,  as  there 
must  be  good  water  all  the  year,  since  there  is  such 
jkoty  in  the  river,  though  it  be  the  driest  season  in 
the  year. 

At  Cape-town  I  was  tcdd  that  our  table  would  be 
pleittifutly  supplied  with  game  by  the  Hottentots ;  but 
bad  our  lives  depended  on  so  precarious  a  supply,  we 
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must  all  have  perished     Indeed^  very  Kule  of  die 
tnformfttioQ  I  received  there  has  proved  correct. 

There  is  not  that  diffiarence  betiveen  the  appearance 
of  one  country  and  another,  as  people  who  remain  idl 
their  days  at  home  are  ready  to  imagine.  Cultivatioii 
and  population,  and  the  absence  of  these^  are  the  tiro 
opposites.  As  to  the  difference  of  trces^  flowery  Sec 
it  is  but  little;  for,  in  a  week,  foreign  trees  and  flowen 
become  as  familiar  to  the  eye,  as  the  furze  and  broom 
bushes  are  to  EngUslunen.  This,  with  cAw  oonsidera- 
tiona,  satisfies  me  that  nodiii^  but  the  uinearcbaUe 
Jehovah,  as  a  man's  portion,  can  fidly  gratify  his  iaai* 
mortal  mkid.  A  man  who  has  trav«Ued  nsncb  uriU  meet 
with  little  afterwards  to  eictte  his  adauratk»;  aadifhis 
happiness  be  confined  to  the  production  of  wonder  by 
visible  objects^  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  became 
weary  of  this,  and  be  desirous  to  visit  other  worlds^  or 
other  systems;  as  Alexander,  whose  happiness  was 
chiefly  deriwd  firom  his  conquests^  after  he  had  coo* 
quered  the  world,  regretted  that  thece  were  no  mora 
worids  to  conqiier. 

Thermometer,  at  seven,  AJil.  64 :  nooo^  66,  like 
a  spring  day  io  England.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
of  the  boors  in  South  Afiica  would  be  able  to  coo^ 
sume  their  time,  were  it  not  for  the  aid  of  tobacca 
They  aeeoi  to  have  no  mental  resources;  no  taste  &x 
reading;  (many,  indeed,  have  no  books  to  read:)  Iklks 
matter  occurs  £mr  aob^ts  of  ooDveoatioD  l  they  i 
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tiMtfere,  under  tiie  dreadful  necessity  of  murderiiig 
time  by  sraakiag  pipe  after  pipe. 

Left  False  river  at  three,  P.M.  and  walked  on 
befere  tbe  wdggons.  Wbile  watting  for  their  coming 
up^  I  often  fecoDeeted  the  compel  of  the  wiae  man, 
who  SK^B,  ''  Oo  to  the  ant,  tfaoa  sluggard^"  viz.  for 
Bttmictiixi  a«l  rqiroof ;  aod  the  more  fireqaently  I  do 
M,  Ibe  mote  I  admire  the  wedom  that  taught  him 
to  ^ect  this  insect  ad  a  pattern  of  activity;  for,  of 
aU  the  cvDBitiire^  God  has  {riaced  on  onr  gbbe,  this 
seeoH  to  br  the  most  active  and  industrious.  All 
their  aests  tluit  I  have  watched  have  exhibited  the 
ulaiOBt  activity.  Ewry  one  appears  in  such  haste  to 
MCDOftplish  fab  oi]^t,  that  they  resemble  the  inbi^it^ 
ants  of  a  dty  whcfi  on  fife  in  bU  quarters ;  and  this 
activity  as  not  oonfiiled  to  particular  iiests  or  particular 
tiflMS  <^  the  day,  but  is  an  universal  virtoie  among 
aots,  eotfaibited  from  sun^rise  to  sun-set.  Viewing 
tfaeir  motioos  wtiile  the  waggon  approacfaedy  I  observed 
a  little  ant,  with  great  ek^oo,  bringing  a  large  prick- 
ly seed  home  to  the  general  magazine,  which  it  carried 
b  its  mouth.  When  its  progress  at  any  time  was  im- 
peded by  a  atidk  of  grass  lying  across  its  path,  it  im*- 
mediafedy  turned  about  and  dragged  it  after  it  I 
obaecved  great  ingemiity  in  this  co^vanoe.  On 
^tmnag  at  tiie  ^noath  of  its  neatt,  which  was  under- 
ground, it  left  the  seed  abo^  tan  into  the  hole  and 
soon  brot]^  a4arge  ant,  who  kylng  bM  of  l!he  stod 
caiiied  it  domi  with  die  greatest  ease.  How  it  con* 
vayed  the  inforoiaticHi  to  the  other  that  bis.  assistance 
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was  required,  I  could  not  conjecture,  but  the  gceat  anl 
seemed  perfectly  aware  of  the  business  on  which  he 
was  called. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  setting  out,  we  came  to 
a  steep  declivity  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  which  we  de- 
scended without  receiving  I  any  dams^.  When  we 
spoke  to  Cupido  of  the  badness  of  the  descent,  he 
said  it  was  a  Moy  pat  (or  fine  road)  compared  to 
some  we  must  yet  descend.  When  dark  we  halted  on 
the  road,  near  a  place  called  Hell.  We  soon  kindled 
a  large  fire,  beic^  surrounded  with  fud,  took  a  cup  of 
coffee,  and  then  engaged  in  divine  worship.  Cupido^ 
heart  was  warm,  for  he  spoke  to  us  of  the  sudden 
coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  till  a  considerable  part  of 
a  candle  had  burned  to  the  socket  At  one  time  he 
compared  this  to  the  sudden  attacks  which  the  Bush* 
men  make.  When  one  oi  our  company  ofiered 
Cupido  a  little  Cape  brandy,  as  he  had  walked  the  , 
whole  stage,  he  refiised  it,  saying,  he  had  i^ver  tasted 
spirits  since  the  Lord  opened  his  eyes. 

The  immense  variety  of  flowers,  and  flowering 
plants  and  trees,  in  Afirica,  is  truly  wonderful.  Th^ 
proclaim  the  handy  works  of  the  Lord ;  and  he  must 
have  some  particular  reason  for  afibrding  such  a  dis- 
play of  his  wisdom  and  power  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Afirica.  Some  would  tell  me  that  it  results  from  the 
soil  and  elements ;  but  this  conveys  no  more  infonna*^ 
tion  on  the  subject  than  if,  when  inspecting  a  BoUe 
edifice,  one  should  tell  me  it  was  produced  by  ham- 
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mers  and  chiseb.  True^  these  were  the  instruooents, 
i«t  an  architect  and  his  assigtaiitB  were  the  agents; 
and  they  had  a  particulfur  design  to  answer  by  rearing 
SBch  a  building. 

S8th.  We  left  our  night's  residence  at  six,  A.M. 
and  came  to  what  is  impropedy  named  HelL  It  is  a 
small  {dain,  with  a  river  running  past  the  end  and  one 
side  of  it,  which  appears  from  the  road  far  below,  and 
is  so  surrounded  by  hills  that  it  was  some  time  b^ore 
we  discovered  by  what  avenue  the  river  entered  it 
The  load  also  has  two  very  bad  desoeots^  where  many 
waggons  have  been  dadied  to  pieces.  The  remains 
of  one  that  had  broken  down  lately  were  lying  at  the 
head  of  the  first  descent:  ours,  however,  descended 
without  harm. 

Now  we  had  to  oross  the  broadest  river  I  had  seen 
in  Africa,  called  Hous  river.  Before  we  ventured 
across,  Cupido  waded  into  it  to  ascertain  its  depth, 
and  having  pronounced  it  passable,  we  crossed  through 
a  strong  and  deep  current;  and  it  was  well  we  did  so 
at  that  tinie,  for  in  less  than  an  hour  it  rose  so  high, 
in  ^consequence  of  the  late  rains,  that  we  could  not 
have  efiected  our  passage.  Its  bed,  in  winter,  appears 
to  be  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  when  it  is 
completely  impassable  by  all  kinds  of  travellers.  In 
the  winter  bed  of  the  river  we  met  with  an  entirely 
new  dass  of  trees.  That  kind  most  numerous  much 
resemUed  our  larch,  only  it  bore  a  small  flower,  and 
bMirtiful  red  lories  of  an  oval  shape.   We  halted 
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about  a  mile  beyond  thu  river,  and  Cupido  preacbad^ 
Mrbeo  the  boor'B  wife  and  femity  atfeeodod.  We  gaM 
her  Dutch  tracts,  aad  I  spent  some  time  in  taaching 
her  children  their  letters.  She  gave  us  pleoty  (ei 
churned  milk  and  butten  None  of  the  children  knew 
one  letter  in  the  alphabet :  they  n^ere  lamarkably  shy, 
having  perhaps  never  seen  as  many  people  togetber 
befone*  TbeimomMer  at  nooo  7U  At  two,  P«M. 
four  Hottentot  women,  an  old  man,  and  four  chiUteen, 
c«me  to  have  coaversation  with  Cupido.  Wbea  he 
and  tfa^  had  seated  thcmselTCs  on  the  gmss,  I  ad«* 
mirad  tbe  facility  widi  wfaieb  be  iolroduced  m  eon- 
veiBatbn  with  each.  He  adrnd  dsB  oM  man  if  be 
knew  aoy  thii^  of  God,  which  began  a  long  coDfcrsa- 
tion  witii  him:  be  inquired  of  Another  iH  she  had  any 
love  to  God,  which  served  as  a  foundation  of  a  con^ 
versation  with  her.  In  this  way  he  had  a  particular 
coQv^isation  wHh  each.  Tbis  lasted  A^r  aai  hour  and 
a  half,  aiKl  I  hope  it  will  not  soon  be  ibrgatten. 

At  sua-eet  we  departed  from  Hooe  mer,  and  tra* 
veiled  tuMtU  ele¥eQ,  P*M*  ploag  a  nmarow  pass,  aot 
moire  Ifaan  500  feet  wide,  between  two  chains  tA 
hills.  In  the  day  it  would  have  been  plaamiii,  hot 
in  tbe  lught  k  was  ^oemy*  We  creased  tbe  bed  of 
a  river  £our  or  five  times,  whifih  BMist  nender  it  trouble 
aome  in  the  rainy  aeaeoo*  We  pemod  ibrae  boms' 
hoaees,  whicfa,  6om  tlieir  nearness  to  each  etber, 
pnMres  dmt  the  g^mund  is  good ;  and  likewise  a  rook, 
wiiidi  in  the  dark  membled  £re,  £t>m  its  peooliar 
wtateness:   it  as  called   Hooey  rodu     On   hakmg 
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uniopg  tbe  bU^f  ^  9tnaU  hamper  laqd  a  blaoket  wpre 
omaef^  from  the  luggagis  waggon.  John  404  Micbal 
Fetqroed  (q  search  for  timm  on  (h^  road.  Tb?y  n?^ 
turned  with  them  two  pr  tJ»r9e  hpui^  after. 

March  1.  About  six,  A.M.  all  being  ready,  we 
piDoee^  towards  ti;ie  bead  of  tbe  pa^>  where  we 
had  to  go  oyer  a  considerable  fail),  when  aa  extenaii^ 
prospect  opened^  of  a  v^ley  and  hills  beyond  hills, 
iMit  all  low  except  the  r^ngp  pf  high  niowtain^  which 
3tiU  conliiaued,  on  our  left,  to  run  north  like  a  stu- 
ppndfHis  wall.  Our  paity  m^M  many  attempts  to  kill 
fgm^j  Iwt  hUbwto  without  success  Pas^  t/»»'o  boors* 
hojlQps^  orossed  Marc^  ri^er, .  aqd  hslteid  jpn  a  fine 
plain  tp  jpfr^  our  own  and  ourselves.  After  hreaJc- 
^t,  Cypidp  preached.  About  ejey^^,  A,M.  I  took 
a  walk  on  tkfi  hanks  of  tb^  river,  and  saupti^d 
iH*ward  tjlljil  brpught  m^  to  two  bilte^  whose  rocky 
^lde9  nearly  tpweihed  each  Ptber,  leaving  ooly  sufiicient 
i^cp  for  the  pas6£^  of  th(e  tiver.  I  $at  down  upoo 
a  r^Mck  in  this  aoUtary  plac^  aad  |mt  viy  feet  into  the 
vater,  which,  from  tb?  sun's  hwt,  was  lukewarm. 
Wl^  siHiog  «» thi^  fQ(^  out  ef  the  mw  of  aR  hu- 
sy)ao  Jb«ws^  l/c^lieoicid  J  ^<ras  in  the  iaod  of  lions^ 
^yfgmy  w^y^rn^  Scf^  I  muafid  apon  iilbU  tiU  I  almost 
Mnagined  we  of  jth^  )««^  at  wy  hack-  I  looked 
.Mp  the  pass  4#w»Dd»  whene  it;  jclfeed,  ivbich  iwas  oot 
above  gOO  ywd$  b^^nd  #ae,  and  tniagioatio»iivKJed 
dens  of  lions  there;  but  the  appearance  of  a  little 
icr^  .wmipg  at  my  feet  jdiyiartod  my. attention  firom 
tbe^  fiigbtfiilimaguiajtions^  jliU  ngr  faatiea  cetuanng 
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I  thought  it  right  to  decamp.  While  retiring,  as  I 
walked  on  the  sand  of  the  river,  observing  the  fooC^ 
steps  of  a  man,  like  Robinson  Crusoe,  I  shrunk  back ; 
but  on  looking  around  I  found  that  the  footsteps  must 
have  been  my  own. 

We  left  March  river  (as  we  called  it  for  want  of  its 
real  name)  at  three  o'clock,  P.M.  and  at  four  had  a 
^impse  of  Mussel  Bay.  As  we  travelled  along  we 
found  the  road  strewed  with  dead  beettes,  most  of 
%vbich  die  one  of  the  most  painful  deaths  conceivable. 
Their  entrails  are  eaten  away  by  some  little  insects. 
I  have  found  some  walking  along  with  little  more 
than  theh*  hearts  left.  Before  sun-set  we  reached 
Little  Brak  river ;  and  we  arrived  very  opportunely; 
for  the  tide  from  the  ocean,*  which  comes  up  every 
twelve  hours,  was  returned,  and  a  postman  who  knew 
the  crossing  well,  came  up  at  the  time  we  had  occa- 
sion for  his  counsel.  He  rode  foremost,  then  our 
spare  oxen  followed,  and  after  them  our  waggons;  and 
we  all  got  over  safe,  though  our  oxen,  at  one  time^ 
had  only  a  few  inches  of  their  bodies  above  water. 
In  ten  minutes  we  had  to  cross  another  wide  branch 
of  the  same  river,  which,  though  not  so  broad  as  die 
former,  was  (teeper.  Cupido  gave  some  serious^  advice 
to  the  black  postman  about  salvation.  We  went  forward 
in  the  dark  till  about  nine,  P.M.  when  we  were  glad  to 
bait  at  a  pool  of  water,  being  considoubly  fatigued. 

2nd.  Whai  I  awoke,  at  four  in  the  morning,  I 
foimd  wer  were. surrounded  by  a  thiok  fog.    Walkmg 
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to  a  little  distaoce  from  the  waggoosi  I  perceived 
the  fog  to  be  coiifiaed  to  the  lower  part  of  the  valley* 
between  the  faflls;  for  while  walking,  at  one  place  it 
was  dark  like  ni^t,  but  a  hundred  yards  farther  on 
I  enjoyed  a  clear  atmbfipbero  and  pleasant  sun-shine. 
In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  sun  dissipated  the 
whole,  which  reminded  noeof  the  scripture,. which  de^ 
scribes  the  goodness  of  some  as  resembling  ^^  the  morn- 
ing doud,  which  passethaway:"  I  never  befoce  wit^ 
nessed  so  strikii^  an  exemplification  of  thb  simile. 
At  eight,  A.M.  we  crossed  a  plain,  eocirded  with 
hills,  beautifiilly  covered  with  trees  and  bushes,  about 
five  rniks  in  circumference,  tlnrough  which  the  Brak 
River  runs  in  a  serpentine  course.  This  river  we  cross- 
ed immediately  on  reachii^  it^  when  three  other  wag- 
gons, that  bad  been  waitii^  fi>r  the  retiring  of  the  tide^ 
followed  our  example  by  crossing  also.  It  was  broad, 
and  at  one  part  very  deep ;  but  the  worst  was  ,tQ  comtf 
for  almost  immediately  we  had  to  ascend  a  steep  hill, 
which  required,  for  a  long  time,  the  utmost  exertion 
of  our  oxen  to  drag  up  their  heavy  burdens.  Oa 
reaching  this,  summit,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  mar- 
gin of  an  extensive  plain,  called  Greenland,  firom 
which  tfiere is.  a  charming  view  of  Mussel  Bay.  On 
this  plam  we  halted  at  nine,  A.M.  near  a  pool  of 
water,  which,  compared  to  what  we  bad  been  drinking 
for  some  days,  was. very  good:  opposite, to  wbidi,  on 
an  adjacent  hill,  we  saw  many  sheep .  feeding,  which 
our  people  said  were  all  runaway  sheep,  which  now 
belonged  to  no.  ope. 
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Befot^  dinner  I  walked  Do  a  wood  below  us^but 
found  it  impenetrable,  omtg  to  tbe  tbickneaB  of  ibe 
underwood :  it  formed  a  most  convement  retreat  for 
wild  beasts*  I  squeezed  many  of  the  surrounding 
plants  between  my  finger  and  tfaumbi  and  found  they 
emitted  a  pleasant  scent  To  obsenre  the  diversified 
forms  of  tbe  leaves  of  plants  and  trees  affords  great 
gratification.  Though  all  difiered,  yet  tbctr  forms 
were  so  simple,  that  I  wondered  I  had  not  Conceived 
of  them  before.  1  otiserv^  no  part  of  the  wood 
Chat  had  been  penetrated  by  man,,  but  many  tbid; 
deemed  to  have  been  vjBited  by  wild  beasts.  Our  view 
of  the  sanrounding  country  was  extensive^  but  in  aU 
the  range  not  one  cultivated  spot  was  visible.  While 
Cupido  was  exhorting  at  noon,  three  bbors,  on  borae- 
back,  ^x^iped  for  some,  time,  aeeminjj^y  astonished  at 
what  was  going  forward.  Thetmoooeter,  at  se^en, 
A.M-  74 :  noon,  76. 

Leaving  Greenland  at  three,  P.M.  we  traveUed 
over  a  plain  Until  six  in  the  mormng,  when  we  halted 
at  Mr.  Barnard's,  KkidfooDein,  who  received  ns  widi 
OMioh  kindness  into  his  house.  While  inking  about 
alone  I  came  to  a  smaU  hut^  in  whidi  I  d)serVed  a 
^ry  i^ed  black  woman,  croudiing  by  a  Bmall  fire,  for 
the  evenii^  was  cM.  She  was  covered  only  with  a 
aheep-skin,  and  was  very  infirm  and  nearly  Und  with 
tg^  I  ashed  if  she  hedcver heard  of  Jeans  Chrial, 
imt  she  could  not  oaderatand  nae;  Mteeefore  I  went 
in  search  of  Cupido,  whom  I  brought  to  ber,  but  lie 
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coukl  make  Botinog  of  her.  A  tvomin  came  who 
krfbrraed  us  that  this  aged  person  Washer  gmBiaao&et, 
that  her  mind  was  Weak,  and  she  ktmw  nothing.  Of 
cddrse  we  left  her  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  is  the 
jodge  oi  all  the  earth,  and  will  act  righteoudy  towards 
her.  At  eif^  P.M.  Cupido,  before  prayer,  addressed 
the  fiunily,  slaves,  and  odr  company,  who  together 
fermed  a  tolerable  oo^egalidn. 

M.  Hoae  at  five  A.M.  but  findtiig  the  morning 
foggy,  and  the  grass  wet,  I  walked  only  in  an  orange 
grore  before  the  house,  where  I  obs^rvied  the  passion 
flower  growing  luxuriandy  among  the  trees  and  bushes. 
We  found  ourselves  about  five  hours  journey  from 
George  Dl^osdy,  mhd  the  rdad  being  yeary  bad,  the  boor 
knidiyofiered  to  assist  us  with  fresh  and  istrong  oxen  tti 
the  Drosdy,  whiph  we  thankfiiAy  accepted.  Accord- 
i^y,  after  worship  and  breakAist,  he  put  twenty-four 
good  oxen  to  oat  waggons,  aod  acoampaocied  m  Jnmsdf. 
In  half  an  hoar  our  gitatitode  to  the  boor  for  his 
Assistance  was  gready  increased,  when  we  saw  two 
steep,  rod^  di%  we  had  to  descend  and  to  climb.  The 
oxen  weve  frequently  on  tbxk  knees  while  ascendilig 
the  latter,  in  consequence  of  round  projecting  rocks 
they  had  to  surmount,  on  which  they  could  not  stand ; 
however,  by  Lying  doWd,  the  poor  creatures  kept  their 
piaoes  until  their  compaiiions  got  the  waggon  to 
floove  a  lictfe  forward,  when  they  rose  again  upon  thdr 
feet  and  chew  widi  all  their  might  After  much  noise 
by  tongues  and  wihips,  many  falls,  and  much  hard 
piddng,  we  readied  ^  summit  without  any  aocideoft. 
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We  surmounted  three  other  similar  cuts  between 
mountains  with  similar  success,  but  none  of  Aem  were 
quite  so  difficult  as  die  first  We  then  came  to  a 
descait  of  thirty  yards  only,  but  steeper  thmi  any  we  had 
yet  encountered ;  it  seemed  like  droppii^  the  waggOM 
down  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  When  the  attempt 
was  made,  every  eye  was  directed  to  the  waggon,  and 
none  were  unconcerned  spectators.  However,  diey 
comforted  me  with  this  consideration,  that  these  were 
not  so  bad  as  some  cUfis  we  had  yet  to  encounter. 
In  this  way  I  have  bera  amused  during  the  whole 
journey — I  could  not  contradict,  because  the  r^;iQiiB 
were  utterly  unknown  to  me. 

As  we  approached  &e  Drosdy,  two  Hottentots  on 
horseback  met  us  fcom  Hooge  Kraal,  where  we  in* 
tended  to  fix  a  missionaiy.  Having  heard  a  report 
that  morning  of  our  approach,  the  captain  of  the  kraal 
dispatched  them  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  it.  Thqr 
both  appeared  to  be  agreeable  youi^  men,  and  rode 
along  with  us  till  we  were  safe  over  the  last  bad  part 
of  the  road,  when  they  gallopped  off  in  high  spii^ 
with  the  tidings  of  our  being  at  hand,  and  were  soon 
out  of  sight 

At  one,  P.M.  we  arrived  at  George,  which  is  so 
named  after  his  present  majesty.  The  buildii^  com- 
menced only  about  eleven  months  ago.  The  situaUon 
was  selected  by  Lord  Caledon,  the  late  governor,  and 
It  has»  I  think,  been  judicioudy  chosen  as  a  proper 
pbce  for  a  town.    A  more  {deasant  one  I  have  oot 
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yet  seeQ  in  Africa.  It  abounds  with  wood,  water,  and 
nuyestic  scenery.  The  neigUbouring  wood  is  exten- 
sive, full  of  all  kinds  of  trees  bdonging  to  the  dimate, 
and  sufficienttosapfdy  them  with  timber  for  a  thousand 
years.  The  ground  is  good  either  for  com  or  pasture; . 
there  is  plenty  of  clay  for  making  bricks,  and  abun- 
dance of  lime  on  the  sea  shore,  which  is  only  a  few 
hours  distant  The  Landdrost's  house  is  buildii^ — 
the  prison  and  court  house  are  finished — the  Secre- 
tary's and  some  other  houses  are  nearly  finished — the 
two  principal  streets  wre  to  cross  each  other  at  right 
allies,  and  the  churcfi  is  to  stand  in  the  centre.  The 
streets  will  be  two  hundred  feet  wide;  on  each  side  of 
them  is  to  be  planted  a  row  of  trees,  not  only  for 
ornament,  but  for  defending  passengers  from  the 
scorching.rays  (^an  almost  vertical  sun. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  waited  on  the  Landdrost, 
who  received  me  with  much  firankness,  fmd  shewed  me 
eveiy  attention.  We  went  in  his  curricle  to  visit  the 
neighbouring  wood,  which  was  a  gratifying  object^ 
from  the  great  height  of  the  trees,  and  their  all  being 
new  to  me ;  and  that  which  enhances  their  value  is,  they 
are  all  evergreens.  With  much  labour  a  considerable 
stream  <tf  water  has  been  carried  across  the  wood 
fipom  a  neighbouring  mountain  to  supfdy  the  riang 
town.  The  water  resembles  in  colour  Lisbon  wine, 
yet  has  an  agreeable  taste.  The  timber  not  only  of 
the  iron  tree,  but  of  most  of  the  others,  was  solid  and 
heavy,  like  a  piece  of  marUe.  The  underwood  and 
weeds  growing  among  the  trees  were  likewise  novdties 
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to  me.  Inde^d^  it  wouki  re^piine  ooe  to  live  u>  the 
age  of  Meti^uselah  to  view  all  the  variety  of  cd^^octft 
the  Creator  has  placed  upon  thia  world,  and  perhaps 
eternity  woqld  be  requiaite  to  explore  all  the  variety 
existing  iq  the  boimdless  empire  of  Jehovah;  for  '^  who 
by  searphing  can  find  out  God,  who  can  find  out  the 
Alipighty  unto  perfection !'' 

.  The  Hottentot  captain  of  Hooge  Kraal^  whose 
name  is  Dik  Kpp  (or  thick  head),  was  at  the  Drosdy 
hefore  us,  $md  in  the  afternoon  about  sixty  people 
from  his  lu^al  visil^d  us  alsO|  when  Cupido  preached 
to  them — they  were  moatly  females,  the  men  being 
engagpd.  in  worldi^  at  the  Drosdy.  They  remained 
sleeping  round  our  waggpns  all  night  They  were  all 
anxious  to  have  a  teacher  sent  to  them.  Their  anxiety 
arises  from  brother  Head  having  preached  some 
time  ago  at  the  Drosdy^  ivhile  attending  the  Circuit 
Court*  The  Landdrpst  readily  granted  permission  for 
a  mission^  to  settle  mnohg  them. 

4tb.  On  intimating  my  intention  to  the  Hottentot 
captain,  of  visiting  his  kraali  he  instantly  dispatched  two 
of  his  people  for  horses  to  carry  me  and  brother  Bartlet, 
who  was  to  act  as  my  ioterpncter.  At  one,  P.M.  we  set 
off,  t^e  captain  and  the  others  haying  gone  forward  on 
foot.  On  arriving  at  the  kj^aal»  which  was  about  4hi^ 
miles  from  George^  we  collected  the  people  in  and 
around  the  captainls  hut^  which  was  small,  and  composed 
of  rushes  and  branches  of  trees.  The  fonjiture  consisted 
of  two  low  stools^  and  two  or  three  pails  for  conttining 
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H'aiei.  A  very  aged  man,  almost  destitute  of  ck)tbing 
came  into  tbe  hot,  slat  down  at  luy  side,  Idssed  myi 
hands  and  k^,  and  by  tbe  tnoat  significant  gBstuces 
expressed  the  greatest  joy  and  gratitude,  that  a  mis- 
siooary  "vras  to  be  seot  them#  We  asfced  blip  if  he 
knew  any  thing  of  Jesas  Christ.  His  anstv  er  almost 
petrified  me.  ^^  I  know  no  more,  (said  be)^  about 
any  thing  than  a  beast"  Could  I  but  have  brought 
tbe  great  missionary  meetings  of  ttie  month  of  May,  to 
this  kraal,  to  witness  tbe  scene  tbat  passed,  I  think  they 
would  .have  thrown  ki  handfuls  of  gold  to  aid  the 
misdonary  funds,  till  the  Directors  diould  be  alarmed 
and  cry  out  like  Moses  at  tbe  tabernade  in  the  wilder- 
ness, Sto|>  bnetbrcD,  you  are  giving  more  than  is  neces- 
sary. Six  or  eight  and  twenty  of  ns  were  padoed  into 
a  small  but ;  a  croud  at  tbe  door ;  every  eye  and  ear 
watching  the  motion  of  my  Ups,  to  know  when  I  should 
assure  them  that  a  missionary  would  come  among 
them.  The  captain  ofiered  to  go  to  Zwellendam  and 
bring  brother  Pacalt,  which  is  a  fortnight's  journey. 
They  offered  the  largest  house  they  bad  for  his  present 
accommodation,  and  promised  immediately  to  begin 
building  abetter.  After  further  conversation  I  assured 
them  he  should  come,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pacalt 
in  their  presence,  which  I  gave  to  their  captain,  who 
engaged  to  go  with  it  so  soon  as  his  w  aggon  returned 
from  tbe  mill,  where  it  was  sent  for  some  meal  We 
then  got  all  the  young  people  under  twenty  years  of 
age  collected  before  us — there  were  about  forty,  many 
of  them  interesting  figures — tbey  all  expressed  their 
desire  to  be  taugbt  to  read,  which  not  one  in  the 
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kraal  can  at  present  We  then  walked  to  a  rising 
ground  behind  the  kraal,  to  obtain  a  view  of  their 
situation,  to  which  we  were  accompanied  by  almost 
the  whole  kraal,  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
young  people  played  around  us  with  uncommon  cheer- 
fulness. I  doubt  if  they  had  ever  before  witnessed  so 
happy  a  day  in  their  kraaL  I  trust  this  is  a  people 
prepared  of  the  Lord  for  receiving  the  gift  of  eternal 
life  throu^  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

The  Landdrosts  lady  has  a  taste  for  collecting  the 
natural  curiosities  of  the  country,  and  she  has  been 
pretty  successfiiL  I  was  gratified  by  a  si^t  <rf'maBy 
of  them,  but  the  little  time  I  had  to  spare  prevented 
me  from  seeing  many  more. 
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0CCUBRENCE8  IN  TRAVELUNG  FROM  GEORGE  TO 
BETHELWORP. 

After  teldog  leave  of  the  Latiddrost  aad  ikroily, 
thftrifing  them  for  their  kind  attention,  we  left  Otorge 
at  five  P.M.  Moftt  vivid  li^itaning  ishicnI  ihmi  the 
douds  which  hung  upon  the  high  mountains  on  our 
left,  and  we  had  a  few  loud  peals  of  thunder.  The 
darkness  of  the  ni^t,  about  seven  o'clock,  caused  the 
flashes  to  appear  with  peculiar  grandeur.  We  were 
tmvelling  to  a  timber  boor's,  (M.  Standard),  atPapoon 
Kraal,  who  had  kindly  oflfered  his  oxen  to  take  us 
over  an  extremely  bad  kloff. 

There  are  various  ways  of  helping  forward  the  work 
— the  poor  slaves  and  Hottentots,  who  had  neither 
silver  nor  gold  to  give,  assisted  in  yoking  our  oxen 
to  the  waggon,  which  is  always  a  troublesome 
business — a  black  man  oflfered  to  drive  our  spare 
oxen  a  stage,  and  this  boor  to  lend  us  oxen  to  take  us 
over  the  kloof— indeed  the  hoot's^  wife  told  us  that  the 
kloof  is  so  distressing  to  their  beasts^  that  had  one  of 
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their  neighbours  oflfered  twenty  dollars  to  take  two  of 
their  waggons  over  it,  she  would  refuse,  but  she  did 
this  for  the  cause  of  God,  and  well  she  may,  for  she 
owes  even  her  own  soul  to  the  mbsionaries,  as  God's 
instruments,  and  ber  husbaad,  I  trust,  is  equally  in- 
debted to  them,  and  m<lny  others  scattered  over  this 
part  of  Africa.  He  tM  mej  that  before  the  mis- 
sionaries came  among  them,  the  people  arouiKb  who 
called  themselves  christians,  knew  litde  more  than 
their  cattle;  now  there  are  christians  indeed^  here  and 
there;  all,  directiy,  or  indirectly,  the  result  of  mis- 
sionary labours.  Many  of  these  grains  of  wheat  have 
sprujig  tip  almost  im))€a:ceptiUy.  The  knowledge  of 
divine  things  has  been  iianded  from  persmi  to  person, 
ao^ordiiig  to  tbi^  pambfe  of  oiir  Lord  concerning  the 
leftvaii^  put  .into  il  meaaane  of  meal.  The  wisdwa 
dlB^iayieid  by  tbQ  Reideemer  m  hM  pacaUes,  mid  many 
of, his  sayiqgs  has  dtnick  mt  more  foitibly «inoe  I 
went  into  Africa,  than  evisr  before. 

.  In  the  c^veoing  GupidO'  had  an  opportnnjty  of 
preaching  at  Mr.  Standait'^  to  upwards  of  thkty 
people,  almost  all  blacks.  Several  belonged  to  wag- 
gcmsy  that  like  our  own,  bad  baked  for  the  niglit  I 
never  fek  a  stronger  desire  to  he  icfaie  to  preach  m  ^ 
the  Piileh  language  than  upon  tbss  oceasiDn*  While 
writif^  four  yblaok  females  Were  peesiDg  my  tent 
door,  each  aajdng,  good  >  evening,  as  they  were 
about  to  depart  "witti  their  aidstbr.  I  ioqutied 
if  theyoouk)  nead— mlh  mdit  aigni6cant  ababes  of 
their .  h6«d»i  Jthey,  all  ^d,  :^;  Imt  th^  they  bad 
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iieard  from  Mr.  B^  it  wga  good  Sot  the  aoul,  Md 
that  upoo  tb^  Ime^  tbey  oii^  to  pray  unto  God 
After  a  little  canii^matioa  th«y  ifaltod  off  soddedy; 
in  coQseqomc^  I  wppon^  of  heajring  tbe  sound  of 
their  mister's  wa|$goii  departii^ 

In  tbe  boor^s  bouse  there  were  two  apartments.  I 
think  about  ten  of  us  slept  in  one.  Tbe  greater 
number  lay  upon  tbe  floor;  however^  J  g^t  my  own 
mattrass  and  bed  (clothes  fiom  the  waggon,  and  slept 
comfortably  tiU  tbe  day  b^^  to  dawn,  but  after 
that,  it.  was  in^ppssibl^  so  great  was  the  confused 
noise  q(  cow0^  dogB>  wd  gieese. 

^tfa.  Ottf  departing  nws  poitpooed  ^  tbo  morroirt 
wUch  gv^  Cufndo  an  opporKiMty  of  preacbing  la 
aboQt  sixty  paopl^  nmoy  of  Aem  travelkn^  Jbatting 
ior  tbe  night 

6Ul  Rose  at  five  A.M.  in  tbe  hope  of  gotliiig  fixw 
ward  OB  our  joimi^.  Those  who  had  ban  riaepk^ 
around  had  oaly  to  shake  themselves  and  sttoke  dawa 
their  clothes,  and  then  go  to  work.  When  every  tUng 
was  made  ready  for  departing,  it  began  to  rain;  the 
jmpla  than  toM  m,  it  wouU  be  ilnposiible  for  fheir 
4mm  to  draw  the  waggona  over  the  Uooft^  we  moat 
therrfoie  remain  patiently  dU  the  nin  rtMuld  be  om* 
and  die  aoada  dry. 

The  place  is  eaUed  Papooo^  (or  pumpUo)  kraali  oi 
which  Valliani  in  his  Book  of  Travels  says  many 
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fine  thipgs,  and  certaioly  it  is  a  cbanDiog  place.  The 
boor  is  a  simple  hearted,  friendly  man,  and  appears  to 
fear  the  God  oi  Israel.  His  wife  is  a  sensible  and 
zealous  Christian.  She  has  many  opportunitks  oi 
improvemait,  as  her  house  is  visited  by  travellers 
almost  every  evening. 

During  a  suspension  of  the  rain,  two  of  us  walked 
to  a  neighbouring  wood,  where  every  thing  appeared 
in  a  state  of  nature,  never  having  experienced  human 
interference.  The  apparent  disorder  in  which  the  trees 
and  shrubs  stood,  was  far  more  enchanting  to  the 
beholder  than  any  human  arrangement  could  have 
made  them,  like  the  unequal  length  of  the  fingers  on 
die  hand,  whose  inequality  is  an  ornament  Many 
trees  of  antiquity,  rendered  feeble  by  the  lapse  of  tioi^ 
were  unable  to  support  themselves,  and  tberdbre  re- 
clined, in  various  positions,  on  those  that  were  aUe'to 
support  diem;  and  as  they  had  lost  all  their  own 
ornaments  o£  leaves  and  flowers,  other  plants,  such  as 
ivy,  and  wild  vines  were  n^idly  supfdying  this  defect 
Many  beautifol  myrtles  were  growing  to  the  height  of 
fiiteen  or  twenty  feet 

The  wood  lay  between  two  mountains,  and  a  ri^ 
flawed  between,  but  so '  tall  are  the  trees,  and  so 
abundant  dieir  foliage  and  so  thick  are  the  shmbs 
on  each  sid^  that  even  at  mid-day  the  river  runs 
in  an  agreeaUe  obscurity.  With  great  pleasure  we 
walked  a  Ikde  way  along  the  left  bank  erf*  tbk  con- 
Cfiiled  mer^  under  the  shade  of  healthy  evergreeoi. 
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No  (dace  could  be  more  retired.  But  while  enjoyiDg 
this  sublime  gratificatioD,  I  observed  a  scorpion  near 
my  foot,  which  we  killed.  Cupido  preached  to  about 
sixty  people  in  the  evening. 

7th.  Rose  at  six^  and  found  the  rain  continuing  to 
&U  pretty  plentifoUy.  The  thunder  rdled  around  us 
the  whole  forenoon.  It  continued  for  a  while  oa  our 
side  of  die  mountains,  ihm  on  the  other,  after  which  it 
returned,  and  was  succeeded  by  much  rain,  which 
threatened  to  swdl  the  rivers,  to  protract  our  stay  at 
Papoon  kraal,  and  to  try  our  patience.  I  spent  most 
of  the  day  in  musing  on  Stephen's  last  and  dying  speech, 
which  is  a  noble  esample  ci  fideli^  to.  his  master  and 
to  man.  His  life  was  in  the  hands  oi  his  audience^ 
nevertheless  he  testified  unto  them  the  most  cutting 
truths.  Even  when  dying  one  of  the  most  patofid 
deaths  which  jmagpnatipn  canfenqr^  was  unquestion- 
ably the  happiest  man  in  the  whole  multitttde. 

A  waggMwfaich  left  Papoon  kraal  three  days  before 
stock  fest  in  the  mud,  and  there  it  remained  immove- 
aUe.  The  wolves  were  b^inning  to  be  rather  trouble- 
some. On  Wednesday  evening,  while  Cupido  was 
preachiBg  at  George,  one  of  them  attadml  two  cows 
hatd  by,  woundio^  the  one  and  killing  the  other.  Two 
of  the  Hottentots  who  attended  the  worship,  mounted 
4heir  hoiBes  and  rescued  the  wQunded  aotmal. 

Tonwds  evening  the  rain  bei^  to  descend  in 
lOKients,  whidi  had  a  ^oomy  aspect  to  us  travdleis. 
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I  tAt  much  as  in  a  calm  at  eea,  when  the  ship  lies^ 
Uke  a  log  in  the  #ater.  Cupido  preadied  at  mteoi 
A«M.  add  seven  P.M. 

8th.  The  rain  continuing  the  whole  night,  I  awoke 
at  four  in  the  mornii^  by  the  drops  Ming  upon  my 
pillow^  At  sefCD,  the  doods  began  to  disperse,  and 
ibe  ndn  to  cease^-^at  nine>  tlie  sun  bi^an  to  sfakie,  and 
we  had  soon  wtiat  is  called  a  fiAe  day.  Thfee  per* 
sons  were  dispatched  to  examine  the  state  of  the  river 
and  Uoof.  On  returning,  they  reported  it  would  be 
passable  the  next  day,  if  there  w^^e  no  more  rain. 

Tbern  are  three  female  shnes  beie,  who  eocAe  fixMn 
very  difibFem  eounti^;  one  firom  the  £ast  Indies,  the 
second  from  Madagascar,  and  die  thfad  from  Mo^ 
sambique,  yet  they  seem  cheerful  «k1  happy ;  Itot 
no  man,  unless  he  view  tiiem  with  an  adamantiM 
heart,  can  observe  them  without  t^ty.  They  are  re- 
moved for  ever  from  the  place  that  gave  them  birtli^ 
tpom  parents,  broifaers,  skrt^rs,  aU  their  itlatimB,  and 
all  the  companions  of  their  youth.  In  retiremeiity 
itpfleetion  on  these  deprivations  most  frequendy  oeca- 
ucm  the  most  pungent  sorrow.  The  original  captom 
and  ibB  holderB  of  dwes  are  not  (tware  of  tbe  misery 
4hey  are  entailing  upon  that  part  ^f  the  human  spedes. 
The  wsson  why  they  are  not  aware  of  it  is,  beCMse 
it  adds  to  the  riches  of  the  one  and  ^  convenience 
of  the  other;  but  certainly  both  are  guil^  of  far 
greater  amies  thM  tmtny  m  En^and  who  are  puiiisbed 
by  transpoitation  or  deftdi,  such  ts  rix>pliftii^  and 
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forgery;  bat  thk  wiU  not  be  ackoowledged  by  tbe 
pcesent  race,  till  they  appear  belore  tbe  tribunal  of  the 
Sen  of  God. 

Slaves  and  Hottentots  seem  not  to  regard  being 
tboroughly  wet;  tbey  use  no  means  to  keep  them-^ 
selves  dry.  Many  of  them  came  in  tbe  evening  to  wor- 
ship drenched  with  rain,  yet  sat  down  upon  the  floor 
as  contented  as  if  tb^  bad  been  perfectly  dry.  Our 
Hottentots  use  means  to  defend  themselves  from 
tiie  powerful  rays  of  the  sun,  but  it  appears  to  diem 
of  no  consequence  to  be  sheltered  from  the  rain. 

I  confess  that  I  derived  much  pleasiire  from  behold- 
ing ^  novelties  of  Africa ;  yet  I  would  rather  see  a 
believer  in  Jesus  than  a  tnouotaid  of  crystal,  con- 
Miering  the  £M*mer  to  be  a  more  wonderful  work  of 
Ood  than  the  latter,  though  I  am  aware,  few  com- 
fwutitively  wiU  assent  to  my  sentiment;  at  (he  same 
time  I  mifst  acknowledge,  that  I  derive  great  pleasure 
fiom  examkiing  the  works  of  creation,  as  disi^ays 
of  the  wisdom  and  power  of  him  who  created 
them. 

After  dinner,  Mr.  B^t  and  I  set  oae  upon  a 
MttiUe  in  a  wood  to  the  eastward,  and  m  exto^ine  Hie 
stale  of  the  river  afiw  the  rains.  We  endeavtHuied  to 
Ibvoe  ottrivay  down  the  kiU,  tiurough  the  underwood^ 
but  after  t^ing  for  an  bour,  we  feund  we  hadlnade 
ttnle  progress^  and  the  difllculties  4)^fiMe  us  appearmg 
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iasurmountablei  we  returned  to  the  margin  of  the 
wood  We  attempted  reaching  the  river  by  another 
part  of  the  wood^  but  we  were  equally  unsuccesfiful; 
yet  our  attempts  to  penetrate  the  wood  were  not  alto- 
gether fruitless,  for  thereby  we  had  many  views  which 
were  very  gratifyii^.  In  our  excursion  we  came  to 
a  tree  which  had  appiirently  many  thick  ropes  hanging 
from  its  highest  boughs,  which  were  really  as  pliable  as 
an  ordinary  rope ;  but  how  they  ascended  to  so  great  a 
height,  without  twisting  round  the  tree  or  being  aided 
by  its  branches,  we  could  not  conjecture.  It  is  called 
by  the  natives  Bavians  low,  or  Baboon's  rope.  The 
wild  vines  were  also  abundant,  some  of  which  might 
have  measured  two  hundred  feet  in  length.  Retumiug 
a  second  time  to  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  we  proceeded 
in  search  of  some  path  by  which  we  might  reach  the 
river,  and  such  a  path  at  length  we  found.  It  was 
six  or  eight  feet  wide,  arched  over  by  the  branches  of 
trees,  and  sometimes  by  superannuated  trete  lying 
across.  Along  this  path  we  walked  about,  half  a 
mile  before  we  reached  the  river.  This  we  found  to 
be  about  thirty  feet  broad.  We  got  upon  a  small 
island  in  the  middle,  where  we  halted  a  little  to  observie 
the  surrounding  scenery.  The  steep  sides  of  the  hills 
were  com[deatly  covered  with  ancient  trees,  and  ap* 
peared  to  hang  over  us.  The  first  words  on  looking 
up  to  them,  which  I  almost  felt  impelled  to  utter,  w^re,. 
grandeur  upon  grandeur !  Indeed  I  found  our  language 
inadequate  to  convey  an  idea  of  my  feelings  while 
viewing  these  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord.    The  sun, 
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which  was  within  an  hour  of  retiring,  so  gilded  about 
half  of  what  we  beheld^  as  to  throw  an  additional 
splendor  on  the  scene.  The  river  was  evidendy 
swelled  by  the  late  rains;  it  was  deep  and  rapid  in  its 
course.  We  retiumed  before  sunset  much  gratified  by 
our  excursion. 

At  the  side  of  my  bed  at  nighty  hung  the  carcase  of 
a  fat  sheep  that  had  been  killed  in  the  day.  When  a 
man  has  made  up  his  mind  to  take  every  thing  as  it 
comes,  such  extraordinaries  will  make  but  a  trifling 
impression — though  I  never  before  was  placed  for  a 
night  so  near  a  carcase  that  was  to  be  eaten ;  however 
tills  occurrence  scarcely  occupied  my  thoughts  for  five 
minutes. 

We  all  rose  in  the  momii^  by  break  of  day  in  the 
hope  of  recommencing  our  journey.  Mr.  Standard 
yoked  thirty-two  excdlent  oxen  to  our  two  waggons, 
and  happily  we  got  once  mcH^  in  motion :  after  travel- 
ling about  four  miles  we  reached  the  cliffi}  that  had  en- 
gcosaed  a  great  part  of  our  conversation  for  several 
days  past  I  confessed  they  exceeded  what  I  had 
jHievioudy  conceived.  At  one  place  I  observed  a  step 
in  die  rock,  which  crossed  the  road,  and  must  have 
been  two  feet  and  a  half  in  perpendicular  height ;  there 
was  also  a  quick,  dangerous  turn  in  the  descent  where 
Ae  rock  was  as  smooth  as  ^ass.  Here  one  of  our 
waggons  took  a  swing,  and  was  within  .half  a  foot  of 
being  over  tte  edge  pf  the  path,  wbenit  must  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7ft  JOURNEY  TO  BETHEJLSDORF.  [1843. 

fallen  several  hundred  fe^t  of  perpeiMlicu^  beig))t- 
The  descent  coaUoued  fgr  about,  l^f  a  mikt  wheo 
ive  crossed  a  river  about  two  Jiundred  yards  above  U^ 
entraiiee  into  the  aea*  It  waa  npt  deep^  as  tbe  tide 
wa$  down^  but  it  was  troublesotne  firooa  the  man;  laig^ 
stones  that  covered  the  bottom.  When.  I  viewed  tb? 
cliff  we  had  to  climb  on  the  other  side,  I  trembled  for 
the  poor  oxen;  however  up  they  weoti  and  after  many 
a  lash,  and  many  a  fall^  and  the  Igas.  of  wm  b}oody 
th^  dragged  all  safe  to  the.  summit^  .wh«re  we  bad 
great  rea^n  to  thank  our  kind  frvrn^  for  the  service 
they  had  done  us.  ... 

After  baking  about  two  hours  in  the  vi^wity  of  a 
brook,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey.  At  threes  P.M» 
we  came  to  a  cliff  somewhat  like  the  former,  but  not 
quite  so  bad,  whidi>  after  consuming  oHich  time^  we 
also  surmounted  A  little  after  ;siiDS&t  w§  bate^  near 
a  wood,  which  our  Hottentots  tdd  us  nw  vafm^  by 
elephants^  none  of  whom,  bowevec,  were  seen  or  beard 
by  any  of  us.  .      ,      . 

10th.  At  sit  m  the  morning  we  wereagaiivia  motion» 
and  in  a  few  minutes  entered  the  wood^  acims  wbtcb 
our  roftd  lay.  The  wood  had  a  ioost  vei^emUe  ap- 
pearance, from  the  extraordinary  loftiness  and  gmt 
tbickness  of .  the  tiees,  meoy  of  winch  mmt  hem 
flourished  in  the  ages  of  uitiqiiily.  A  thousand. tnes 
taken  from  this  exteosive  foivat  coold  aearodtjr  be 
missed,  yet  joonid  tbey  be  transported  to  London,  tfaqr 
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ivould  prolNd)ly  produce  fir  the  pnoprielor  twenty  or 
thirty  tbousaod  pounds,  but  they  are  of  trifltog  veine 
bexBy  for  the  vtlue  of  any  aiticte  of  course  depends 
iqMi  the  skiiation  where  it  ia  We  contioaed  for 
flome  tune  idaiinng  the  imoieose  sias  of  this  and  tfiat 
tne;  hut  a  prospect  was  soon  presented,  wUeh  com- 
pletely diverted  our  attemion  £rom  such  objects  of 
curiosity.  It  was  a  long,  rocky,  and  steep  ascent 
The  ^m  waggon^  thou^  twen^-ttx  oxen  veie  ydsed 
iail^  was  tne  homa  before  it  ncaehed  the  samniit  and 
Ae  aeocml,  with  the  same  oxen^  was  three  bouns. 
The  hmtik,  and  anxiety  of  our  nnods  chinng  these 
foKi  hours  can  ttily  be  conocivad  of  by  those  who  have 
been  pbcad  in  similar  circunntaaoes.  The  last  waggoa 
Mtt  ahoat  fcwo  horn  in  moK^iag  forty  yards,  the  oxen 
sometimea  foUing,  ineffibctaally  drawing,  getting  into 
chsorder,  or  rasti^  Could  the  Ixmg  string  of  oxen 
he  got  10  pall  exacdy  at  the  same  time,  each  diflkul«> 
ties  would  be  mose  ewakj  surmounted;  but  perhaps 
whik  sone  of  the  foremost  aie  polling,  others  faeUnd 
are  standing  with  their  beads  where  their  tails  should 
he,  and  while  getting  these  to  wheel  about,  the  front 
ones  get  into  disorder;  and  though  twenty  draw 
together,  get  if  the  two  nearest  the  waggon,  do  not 
act  their  poft  propi^,  the  labour  of  the  others 
be  HsebsB.  I  enter  into  these  particulars  to 
Msaris  at  home  in  forming  a  just  conc^tion  of 
irsMUiig  by  oxen.  While  these  things  were  going 
iorwari,  Mr.  fiartfet  and  I  were  busily  employed  in 
mpsoriog  as  much  g{  the  road  as  we  could,  levelling 
tocks  and  filling  up  holes:   we  completely  repaired 
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about  a  hundred  feet,  and  a  little  improred  the 
remainder,  which  extended  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
top.  Many  of  the  stones  which  we  removed  had  pro- 
bably lain  in  the  middle  of  the  path  for  a  hundred 
years,  and  damaged  many  a  waigganf  but  because  it 
was  equally  the  duty  of  every  one  that  passed  that  way 
to  remove  them,  no  one  did  it. 

On  arriving  at  the  summit  of  this  rocky  ascent,  we 
fdt  like  people  at  sea  after  weathering  a  severe  storm ; 
we  had  soon  however  something  of  a  diflfereirt  nature 
to  encounter;  the  rain  descaided  and  drenched  most 
of  us  to  the  skin.  But  for  the  rain  and  fog,  thia  part 
of  the  road  would  have  been  pleasant,  being  surrounded 
with  flowing  shrubs  of  various  forms  and  tmts,  all  of 
which  would  have  been  great  curiosities  in  England. 
We  travelled  on  high  ground,  yet  we  came  to  the  base 
of  a  high  mountain  whose  top  was  hid  in  a  ckiud,  over 
which  it  seemed  our  waggons  must  pass.  We  there^ 
fore  halted  to  refresh  and  prepare  our  oxen  for  the 
tiresome  tasL  We  soon  lifted  up  a  great  fire,  bat 
as  the  rain  fell  &8t  we  could  not  get  our  clothes 
dried. 

At  three,  P.M.  we  began  to  ascend  the  mountain; 
on  reaching  its  summit  a  very  extensive  view  opened 
to  us :  at  five  we  descended  a  long  and  steep  declivity, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  place  called  litde  Hdl; 
for  what  reason  I  do  not  know,  as  there  is  nothing 
terrific  about  it:  from  the  lowest  part  of  the  rogc^ 
indeed,  you  look  down  to  a  deep  hollow,  but  there  is 
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no  diff  Of  precipice.  We  had  now  a  stiU  higher 
tnountain  to  get  over,  whose  top  we  had  not  yet  seeny 
it  being  corered  with  dooda.  Thoagh  the  sun  had 
kmrly  finished  his  race,  to  lessen  the  labour  c^  the 
next  day,  we  determined  to  ascend  part  of  it.  We 
Borambled  up  about  a  qimrter  of  a  nule,  and  there  halted 
for  the  night  The  ni^t  being  cool,  and  oiur  dothep 
damp  in  consequence  of  the  rain,  evary  one  assbted  to 
collect  materials  for  making  a  fire,  and  we  soon  bad  a 
large  one.  I  was  afiaid  we  should  not  procure  water 
on  such  high  ground,  but  our  Hottentot  women  soon 
fiHind  some  that  was  very  good — indeed  they  find 
waior  with  £u:ility  where  an  European  would  parish 
with  thirst 

11th.  We  got  out  of  the  waggon  before  sun-rise; 
the  morning  was  pleasant,  the  sky  serene.  While  the 
people  were  collecting  and  putting  in  the  oxra,  we 
made  a  great  fire,  and  had  somecc^fee.  We  began 
to  dimb  the  mountain  about  half  after  five  in  the 
morning,  and  reached  the  summit  about  nme.  The 
oxen  of  the  two  waggons  were  obliged  to  be  yoked  for 
sometime  to  our  luggage  waggon.  At  one  turn  in  .the 
hill  we  spent  an  hour  and  a  half  in  getting  round  it, 
owing  to  the  gceat  length  to  which  twenty-six  oxen 
reach,  and  the  sharpness  of  this  turn;  when  they  all 
pulled,  it  was  neudy  impossiUe  to  prevent  the  waggon 
being  turned  over  the  predpice,  which  must  have 
dashed  it  to  atoms.  The  remains  of  two  waggops 
were  lying  at  the  bottmn  of  this  diff  as  a  warning  to 
us  to  beware  of  the  danger.    The  f(»re  wh&el  at  one 
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time  got  to  die  top  df  t^  tncid  feme,  when  alt  hanfo 
went  to  work,  in  order  to  Ult  the  foie  pm  df.<iie  wog^ 
gon  baek  imo  the  road,  which  we  huppily  eSdditd : 
for  M>me  time  this  bad  ta  be  done  aliBOSt  e?^  j^ard 
the  waggon  advanced;  ho^eftc^  we  reached  the  top 
of  thi^  ascent  in  safely^  and  Mon  after  we  tJA  arrhed 
en  the  Bamtnit  of  the  hSiy  when  every  one  leetoed 
plea»ed^  and  ready  to  oongmtulata  eadi  otl3»r  on  the 
occasion*  This  mjamk  it  caUed  Devil's  Kop,  (or 
DeviPsHeadO 

I  do  not  know  how  high  Hie  nw^  tn^y  fie  over  ih* 
Appenine  monntakis  ik  Italy,  but  X  question  if  wag^ 
gons  loaded  so  heavy  were  ever  mounted  higher  n 
the  air,  than  those  which  crossed  this  mountam.  The 
surrounding  prospect  was  hi^ly  interesting/  Plafen- 
burgh  Bay  composed  part  of  it.  Bat  ndtber  boose) 
nor  naim,  nor  beast,  nor  ai^  cuhiviaed  spot  being  visi- 
Ue,  gave  rather  a  dnllaess  tf^  the  {MXi^ett.  £lepb«nts 
Md  buffidoes  traverse  these  monataiiO)  but  nooe  shew- 
«d  themselves  to  us«  £lizab^  poiotod  to  a  cliff  in 
the  oki  road,  where  a  waggon  and  oxen  M  dver,  and 
were  Ik^ndly  dashed  to  pieces. 

After  many  ups  atkl  downs,  w^  amved  at  White 
River,  about  deven,  A.M.  The  only  occurrence  dor- 
faig  this  part  of  the  jbumey  was^  that  the  chain  con- 
fining one  of  the  wheels  broke  while  descending  a 
very  steep  and  stmy  part  of  a  hill;  but  \vf  keeping 
Ae  okm  runmng  as  fttsi  as  they  w«iis  able  befoie  tiie 
waggon^  they  mtbMl  the  bonom  in  stfeiy.  Thiy  told 
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US  ^Mit  ttie  greatest  impediineKits  dom^  tfae  reoiaiiiiiig 
ptrt  6f  our  jouiney  to  fictbcisdorp^  would  be  the 
rivers.  We  were  now  ia  a  pkuD  caUed  the  Loi^ 
Kloof.    Thermometer  70. 

Left  White  River  at  five,  P.M.  A  Iktle  before  sun- 
set, Gasper  killed  a  brace  of  fine  partridges,  and  at- 
tempted to  ^oot  two  roe-bucks,  but  they  saved  their 
lives  by  a  speedy  fl^^t  At  eight,  P.M.  we  came  to 
Soadag  (or  Sunday)  Place,  on  Koorbomes  iUver.  Our 
Hottentots  called  at  the  boor's  to  purchase  flour,  but 
he  had  aone  to  spare.  I  walked  afinr  them,  and 
£iand  the  boor  codd  speak  En^ish.  The  fimoily  and 
fllavet  were  togibther  in  a  large  room,  which  was  a 
oomfortable  one.  Though  the  bocsr  could  spare  no- 
thing for  u%  he  amuously  soieited  some  snuff  from  us, 
when  I  gave  Inm  a  little  out  of  my  box.  Tobaccoy 
MaS,  powd^,  tinder-boxes,  and  flints,  are  the  chief 
adicks  in  xs<]uest  in  dicae  parts.  On  leaving  Sondag 
J^Uure,  we  crossed  a  fon  in  whicfa  ttve  many  pods  of 
wattr,  through  whkh  onrioad  ky.  There  is  a  ebain 
of  hills  rens  «n  each  sidb  of  this  ioag  YaMey,  which  by 
pbatiog  trees,  or  by  dddfatiop,  Hii|^t  be  made  one  of 
the  mosk  deli^tfiil  spots  in  Africa :  at  present  it  is  a 
k)nely  wilderness,  having  netfaing  to  lekeve  the  wearied 
eye  except  the  variously  slmped  mountains.  At  eleven, 
AM.  we  pasMd  anolhar  boor's  place,'  and  were  sa- 
luted with  the  barldiig  of  nnmy  dogs,  which  seem  to 
abound  in  Africa  mere  than  jfiea.  These  animab  aie 
enlyuscAiLaswstcherSb  A  dnpherd's  dog  fiiom  Britain 
wdttkl  have .  aasined  ns  jbmb  in  damg  onr  spate 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J 


78  JOURNEY  TO  BETHELSDORP.  [1815. 


cattle,  than  a  thousand  African  raes.  It  would  be  well 
if  some  of  these  were  sent  orer  to  instruct  African 
dogs  to  be  more  useful  to  their  masters.  Perhaps 
were  the  peoj^e  here  to  witness  their  sagacity,  thejr 
would  suspect  they  were  rational  beings.  The  moon 
retired  about  midniglrt,  and  we  halted  where  the  hills, 
on  each  side,  nearly  met 

ISth.  We  could  not  travel  a  stage  in  ttie  morning, 
as  the  oxen  were  not  sufficiently  rested.  We  sent  to  a 
boor's  place,  about  a  mile  distant,  in  search  of  pro- 
visions :  it  was  called  Wildeboom  (or  Wildtree)  Place. 
The  family  had  much  the  appearance  of  a  frurmer's 
family  in  England.  We  dined  with  them.  Water  is 
the  only  drink  at  this  meal :  whatever  may  be  eatan, 
little  is  drank.  Perhaps  it  would  be  the  same  in  £og« 
land  were  only  water  served  up.  The  people  m^^ 
have  plenty  of  wine,  if  they  chose  to  be  at  the  trouble 
to  put  into  the  ground  a  sufficient  number  of  vines; 
and  there  are  millions  of  empty  acres  on  which  to 
plant  them.  When  we  had  returned  from  a  walk  in 
the  garden,  the  mistress  reproved  her  son  for  taking 
us  there ;  for,  m  oonsequenoe  of  long  wikl  grass  grow- 
ing in  many  parts  of  it^  she  saki,  it  was  full  of  ser- 
pents; and  none  of  us  wcnne  boots. 

We  spent  much  of  our  time  while  here  with  Mr. 
Barkhouse,  son  of  the  boor,  who  lives  at  a  small  dis- 
tance. He  IS  rather  a  smgolar  character,  having  been 
dumb  from  a  child.  He  never  was  tan^t  any  trade, 
yet  he  is  a  good  carpenter,  waggon  ludGsr,  founder, 
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and  smitlu  He  makes  every  thing  about  a  mosket 
except  the  barrel  and  the  loci^  with  many  otiier 
articles^  e^cialiy  cutlery;  and  all  are  exeoutod  nearly 
a8  well  as  if  done,  by  the  best  workmen  in  Europe. 
He  knows  exaetfy  what  evoy  thing  he  does  ought  to 
be  charged,  but  how  be  knows  it  I  cannot  conceive. 
While  I  was  with  him  he  pdnted  significandy  first  to 
his  ears,  then  to  his  mouth,  and  tlien  to  the  heavens; 
evidendy  intimating  that  the  God  of  heaven  had 
chosen  to  make  him  what  he  was,  deprived  of  two 
of  the  most  valuable  faculties  of  man,  hearing  and 
speech.  His  bed-curtains  attracted  my  attention,  being 
eotirdy  composed  of  rushes^  and  looked  very  wdl. 

Afiier  dinner  I  walked  to  a  brocA  of  charming 
water,  to  indulge  myself  with  a  draught  of  its  crystal 
stream.  A  slave,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  who  had 
watched  my  motions,  came  running  to  me,  and  asked 
me  if  he  should  bring  me  a  bason  to  drink  out  of.  On 
bringmg  it,  he  seated  himself  by  the  side  of  the  brook, 
and  told  me  that  all  the  slaves  tiwre  would  like  to  go 
to  the  scho(^  (a  name  given  here  to  missionary  sta« 
tionsy)  to  learn  to  read;  but,  said  he,  we  have  to 
wwk,  and  cannot  go^  but  could  not  one  of  them  come 
to  us?  We  work  from  six  in  the  momingto  six  in  the 
evening,  and  should  have  plenty  of  time  before  and 
after  that  to  learn.  Neither  Cicero  nor  Demosthenes 
could  have  said  any  thing  to  touch  my  heart  more 
than  the  words  of  this  poor  black  slave.  Had  I  pos- 
sessed the  power,  I  certainly  should  have  instandy 
created  ft  missioatfy,  and  there  have  kft  him  wid> 
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them.  I  adced.  bim  if  tbeie  would  be  a  sufficimt 
mioiber  i)f  people  ia  the  Jdoof  for  a  miatioDtry  to 
labour  aooiigst  O  plenty^  plenty!  naid  htt.  Yet  it 
woi^  require  a  telescope  to  see  from  one  houee  to 
another,  fiut  the  ntiaa  was  in  good  earnest  fiir  in* 
stnictioiL  I  gave  him  socna  eocoiffageinent  to  ezpeet 
assistance  as  aoon  as  it  juigbt  be  in  the  povner  of  the 
soeiei^  to  afford  it.  I  ioquked  of  the  ^loily  bow  th^ 
$pept  their  time  oa  Sabbath  days,  seeing  they  were 
many  days'  journey  torn  any  plaee  of  wGurabtp.  They 
said,  in  reading  good  boobs. 

In  the  winter  tbcQT  b«ve  sometimes  much  snow  and 
ice  in  the  kloof;  for  though  it  is  a  valley  at  the  bottom 
of  biUs^  yet  it  Ijea  several  himdrcid  fioet  above  the  kvel 
gf  the  sea,  and  for  waot  of  ctdtiyation  the  ground  is 
damp* 

V(^e  left  Wild«boom  at  six,  P.M.  amended  a  }Qiig 
steep  hUl,  and  travelled  for  some  time  along  the  aids 
of  ooe^  when  we  ewe  i^n  into  a  narrow  vallej^ 
betweesi  moimtaws.  I  never  before  adterted  mneb 
to  tto  utility  <^(r0g^.  t  cannot  say  that  wfaeresertfaao 
is  water  there  are  froigs,,  but  generally  wherever  there 
are  frog^  you  wiU  ind  water;  and  in  a  still  evening 
ibey  are  heard  when  half  a  mfle  dbiant;  so  that  fay 
tiM^  creaking  tibey  aeem  to  eaU  upon  the  thirsty  4a 
come  aid  drink.  Aiitde  after  midnight  we  Jiaked. 

'  13th.  At  leveii,  A.M.  we  were  again  in  motion :  at 
tight,  though  ckxidy,   the  tiiermoneter  was  at  Si* 
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Flowers  seem  to  have  their  native  districts  as  well  as 
men :  we  met  with  many  new  ones  this  day.  We  halted 
about  nine,  A.M.  at  another  [dace  called  Sondag. 
Those  who  have  lived  all  their  days  in  this  retired 
comer,  must  have  as  confined  conceptions  of  the 
world  they  dwell  in,  as  those  who  have  never  been  out 
of  the  little  island  of  St.  Helena.  Nothing  could  be 
obtained  for  money  from  the  boor :  indeed  the  family, 
and  most  of  the  slaves,  kept  at  as  respectful  a  distance 
as  if  we  had  been  an  invading  enemy.  If  I  might 
judge  from  the  meagre  appearance  of  the  dogs,  which 
made  various  attempts  to  plunder  our  waggons,  food 
must  be  very  scarce.  At  five,  two  waggons  halted 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  They  came  from 
Namasia  to  attend  a  vendue,  (or  auction,)  which  was 
to  be  at  this  place  on  the  morrow. 

In  the  morning  our  Hottentot,  John,  was  sent  back 
to  search  for  an  ox  that  had  fallen  behind  during  the 
night  He  returned  with  it  about  nine  at  night :  he 
had  been  so  persevering  as  to  go  back  to  Sondag 
Place,  which  was  at  least  twelve  or  fourteen  miles; 
and  on  his  return  I  could  not  but  notice  his  apathy. 
Notwithstanding  his  having  walked  about  four  and 
twenty  mites,  without  tasting  any  thing  but  water,  yet 
on  his  arrival  he  sat  carelessly  down  by  the  fire,  and 
said  nothing  of  his  long  walk,  want  of  food,  or  success 
in  finding  the  ox.  Nor  did  the  other  Hottentots  ask 
him  one  question  about  the  matter:  they  saw  the 
ox  was  found,  and  John  was  alive;  and  that  satisfied 
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tbem.  In  England,  such  an  occurrence  would  have 
afforded  tnfitter  for  talking  at  least  half  an  hour« 
Though  the  moon  was  risen,  yet  as  it  was  dark  from 
the  density  of  the  douds^  and  as  the  road  we  had  to  tra- 
vel was  rather  intricate,  we  judged  it  prudent  to  pio* 
tract  our  departure  until  the  morning*  However^ 
about  ten  o'clock,  P.M*  the  clouds  became  lighter^ 
which  encouraged  us  to  proceed  on  our  joulmqr* 
Little  descents  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  frequently  oc- 
eurringi  were  rather  troablesome.  At  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning  we  halted  at  Roy  Crans  River^  amoqg 
mountains. 

14th.  On  the  halting  of  the  wa^^  I  took  a  soli- 
tary walk  along  the  river^  observing  the  gradual  ap^ 
proach  of  day.  All  was  stUl :  our  oxcna  were  asleep 
around  our  waggons ;  and  so  seemed  every  thing  that 
had  life,  Mcept  frogs  and  crickets^  which  incessatdy 
make  a  noise  while  the  derkoess  continues^  thus  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  remove  the  gloom.  During  thii 
walk  my  mind  mused  upon  many  diings  connected 
wiih  a  land  which  was  then  fieur  off.  I  compared  the 
advantages,  of  that  country  with  the  miseries  of  this 
wilderness,  where  ignorance  <tf  those  sul^ccts  which 
are  c^  eternal  moment  rdgos  without  a  check.  Mi^ 
**  the  Angdof  the  Covenant  work  wondtously"  for  poor 
Africa!  I  hope  the  day  is  not  £ur  distant  when  thu 
desert  land  shall  be  peopled  and  cultivatodi  and  men 
deserving  to  be  called  ^' trees  of  ri^teousness''  shall 
flourish  hens^  and  g^rify  the  God  of  Israel 
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At  eleven,  A.M.  Cupido  preached.  He  spoke  di 
every  thiDg  coming  from  Qod:  he  asked,  ^'Who 
inade  the  trees?  You  will  say,  They  came  from  other 
trees*  Well  then,  (said  he,)  who  made  the  first 
tree?  It  could  not  be  man,  or  he  would  be  able  to 
make  them  still ;  but  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to 
make  a  tree :  it  must  be  Grod."  At  eight,  A.M» 
thermometer  70 :  at  noon,  78. 

At  five,  P.M.  we  proceeded  on  our  way :  there  was 
much  thunder  on  our  left,  but  it  did  not  come  near  us, 
and  we  had  only  a  small  portion  of  the  rain  that  fell. 
At  seven  we  passed  a  hoofs  who  had  nothing  to  spare. 
At  ten  we  crossed  Deep  River,  which  at  that  time 
did  not  answer  to  its  name,  being  very  shallow;  but 
in  the  rainy  season  it  may  be  deep  enough.  The 
ground  sparkled  with  glow-worms,  lii^  the  starry 
heavens.  Naturalists  suppose  the  females  are  fiimished 
with  this  luminous  appearance  to  discover  to  their  mates 
where  they  may  be  found.  I  cannot  refute  this  suppo- 
sition; yet  I  imagine  it  may  answer  another  purpose, 
viz.  that  of  defence.  Providence  has  kindly  f\imished 
eveiy  living  creature  with  some  means  for  defending  its 
own  life:  to  some  be  has  given  stif^ ;  to  others  homs^ 
or  sharp  daws,  or  coats  of  mail,  or  wings,  or  swifbiess, 
or  tusks,  or  power  to  make  a  terrifying  noise,  or  mus^ 
eular  stren^,  or  a  strong  castle  to  retreat  into  like 
the  tortoise  and  odier  shell  animals;  and  perhaps  God 
has  given  tUs  little  star  to  the  ^ow-worm  to  frighten 
away  some  particular  fee.  It  is  certain  that  the  light 
(tf  fire  in  the  m^t  frightens  away  the  most  ferocious 
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animals.  Hence  when  God  promises  the  utmoBt 
protection  to  his  church,  he  says  he  will  be  as  a  wall 
of  fire  around,  which  neither  lions  nor  tygers  will 
penetrate.  Perhaps  many  inferior  animals  are  equally 
afi*aid  of  that  element. 

15th.  We  halted  at  five  o'clock  in  the  momiiig, 
but  how  the  oxen  were  able  to  continue  twelve  hours 
dragging  our  waggons  I  know  not;  however,  Cupido, 
who  is  our  travelling  director,  and  I  believe  a  humane 
Hottentot,  ordered  it,  wherefore  I  conclude  it  was 
right. — Thermometer  at  nine  A.M.  seventy«eight;  at 
five  P.M.  seventy-one. 

A  neighbouring  boor  made  us  a  visit  after  breakfast 
After  returning  to  his  house,  he  sent  me  some  bunches 
of  grapes,  and  some  excellent  milk.  He  oflfered  us  a 
cheese  for  a  botde  of  our  wine,  to  which  exchange  we 
readily  assented.  He  afterwards  sent  his  own  bottle 
for  the  wine ;  it  was  well  for  him  he  did  so,  for  it 
would  hold  twice  as  much  as  our  botdes.  The 
Ikkh*  firom  the  other  side  of  Krakel  river,  kindly  sent 
a  horse  to  bring  me  over  the  river  to  dine  with  him. 
After  dinner  I  walked  about  his  premises.  While 
walking  about,  I  observed  one  of  the  Hottentots  gcHUg 
to  chastise  a  dog  who  had  done  some  damage  in  the 
vineyard,  though  the  dog  had  a  stick  tied  to  his  neck 
to  prevent  his  entering.  The  Hottentot  took  him 
near  the  spot  where  the  oflence  was  committed,  where 
he  gave  him  the  chastisement.  The  instant  that  .the 
culprit  was  set  at  liber^,  the  other  dog|s>  about  thirty 
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I .  belieye,  thought  they  were  bound  to  give  him  a 
aecood  drubbiug.  Th^  rushed  upon,  him  from  all 
direction^  but  his  treating  pretty  roughly  two  or  three 
of  his  first  assailants,  made  him  respected  by  the 
other  dogs,  when  they  received  him  back  to  their 
society  as  a  friend,  and  he  seemed  to  indicate  that  he 
was  happy  at  having  got  over  tins  a£bir.  When  this 
business  was  finished,  a  curious  firdic  was  exhibited,  by 
another  Hottentot,  who  appeared  somewhat  of  an 
eccentric  character.  By  sounds  and  si^  he  got, all 
the  dogs  to  surround  him,  and  appear,  as  if  worrying 
him  to  death.  In  consequence  of  the  seeming  wounds 
he  had  received  from  them,  he  gradually  sunk  down 
among  them,  when  by  the  number  that  stood  around 
and  upon  him,  he  was  completely  out  of  sight  ,*  after 
which  he  rose  smiling,  whoi  the  dogs  went  away  as  if 
satisfied  they  had  performed  their  part  well,, seeing  the 
man  had  sustained  no  injury. 

Near  the  house  I  counted  twenly-nine  aloes  in 
flower;  some  of  the  stalks  measured  thirty-eight  feet  in 
height,  and  two  &et  and  a  half  in  circumference  at 
the  bottom — ^a  .wonderful  growth  in  one  year !  What 
a  curiosity  .would  these  be  esteemed  in  the. vicinity,  of 
London,  where  it  is  believed  they  only  come,  into 
flower  once  in  a  hundred  years,  at  which  imposition 
on  London  credulity  the  Africans  lau^  heartily.  If 
an  aloe  produces  seed  when  it  sends  up  a  flower,  it 
dies  that  year ;  if  not,  it  lives  and  sends  forth  a  flower 
again.  The  boor  entertained  us  at  dinner  by  re- 
lating the  feats  of  tygen^  in  the  neighbouring  hills. 
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The  slaves  and  Hottentots^  all  seemed  happy  at  this 
house ;  of  course  they  were  well  treated. 

We  parted  from  this  kind  fitmily  about  four  P«Mw 
and  proceeded  on  our  journey.  We  passed  another 
boor's  place  ^bcmt  six,  and  then  crossed  a  river;  at 
eleven,  P.M.  we  descended  to  a  deep  hollow,  of  a 
circular  fcurm,  surrounded  by  hills,  and  near  the  source 
of  Krooin  river,  which  is  the  boundary  of  separatioQ 
between  the  Drosdies  of  George  and  Uit^ihagen,  and 
^lere  we  baited  during  the  ni^t 

16th.  The  morning  light  discovered  tte  beauty  aad 
loneliness  of  the  place  where  we  had  Bpwt  the  night 
Our  waggon  stood  as  in  the  centre  of  a  basin,  across 
Which  ran  an  excellent  stream  of  water,  and  lai]ge 
geraniums,  with  many  other  handsome  flowers,  grew 
around.  There  was  a  fiog  on  the  hills,  whick 
formed  a  canopy  only  a  little  higher  than  the  wag- 
gons, but  none  of  us  had  caught  any  cold  whilst 
asleep,  tbou^  much  exposed  to  these  damps.  We 
found  many  of  the  plaxtfs  had  a  scent  similar  to  saga 
The  valley  lower  down  jGor  about  ten  miles  between 
the  mountains  is  entirely  a  morass,  in  which  nothing 
but  tall  rushes  and  other  water  plants  grow,  I  ob* 
served  plenty  of  a  kind  of  rushes  that  grow  abundantly 
in  Scotland,  and  have  their  roots  sunk  very  deep  into 
the  earth.  I  noticed  a  snail  crawling  along  with  its 
house  on  its  bade,  at  least  fimr  times  as  large  as  the 
largest  I  have  seen  in  En^and. 
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I  find  the  word  span  to  be  used  in  vark>U8  ways  in 
Africa :  a  sp€n  of  oxen  means  a  sufficient  number 
to  draw  a  waggon:  to  take  tiie  oxen  from  the 
waggon  in  order  to  ised^  is,  to  outran  :  yoking 
Aem  again  is  to  inspan :  oxen  feeding  on  a  journey 
are  said  to  be  spaning :  the  pbce  where  they  feed 
is  called  a  spaning-place.  Thermometer  at  ten  A.M . 
eighty-fout^-Hlitto  at  two  P.M.  eighty-three. 

i 

Notwithstanding  the  very  distracted  state  m  which 
Europe  was  involved  when  I  left  it^  hardly  a  creature 
here  knew  any  thing  of  its  trouble*  Were  they  better 
acquainted  with  revealed  trutb»  perhaps  ^s  woold  be 
a  happy  ignorance. 

The  hills  a  little  to  tiie  south  of  our  spaning-piac^ 
afe  extremely  barreD,  being  almoit  entire  rock8>  whose 
shapes  bowevar  are  interestrng.    Departed  at  ibur 
P.M.   still   travelling   in  a  wilderness.    Indeed  the 
country  faaitUy  deserves  to  be  calted  inhabited,   for 
there  is  not  one  family  in  every  ten  miles,  and  it  i^ 
remarkable,  that  wherever  ^cre  are  few  inhabitants 
tbef€  are  few  birds;  for  thoogh  the  feathered  tribes 
fear^  yet  tbey  court  the  society  of  man.    llms  the 
ooantry  wears  the  aspect   of  desdation,  all  things 
lemaioing  as  the  deluge  left  them  in  the  day^  of 
Noah.    At  seven  P.M.  we  halted  for  worship  and 
sttf^r;  wtm  begioDuig  theiatter,  we  discovei^d  that 
die  vessd  wfaidi  contained  4II  our  butter  had  Mkiti 
fram  the  waggon.    Our  first  nicBsenger  retunted  with- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98  JOURNEY  TO  BETHELSDORP.  [IgiS. 

out  it,  but  a  second  being  sent  off  with  him,  they  found 
it  in  the  middle  of  the  highway,  about  two  miles  dis- 
tant. Being  fiill  moon,  we  were  encouraged  to  pro* 
ceed  about  nine  o'clock  on  our  way,  which  lay  over 
hiUs,  and  we  crossed  Kroom  river  three  times.  I 
slept  in  the  waggon  as  it  moved  along,  from  eleven 
P.M.  to  two  in  the  morning,  when  they  waked  me 
to  alight,  as  we  were  come  to  a  steep  descent  Several 
balls  of  fire  appeared  in  the  air,  which  vanbhed  with 
a  little  explosion. 

1 7th%  We  continued  our  journey  between  mountains 
and  along  the  banks  of  the  Kroom  till  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  This  was  washing  day,  but  it  does 
not  occasion  much  trouble,  as  they  wash  every  thing 
in  cold  water;  yet  they  make  the  linen  as  white  as 
any  I  ever  saw.  Kroom  river  considerably  increased 
as  we  descended^  and  the  water  was  excellent 

'        .  ■  ■ 

The  Hottentots,  who  are  the  aborigines  of  this 
country,  are  a  people  nearly  extinct ;  a  few  kraab  only 
remaining  within  the  limits  of  the  colony..  They  are 
far  from  being  so  barbarcnis  a  race  as  tliey  are  usually 
supposed  to  be  by  Europeans,  who  in  their  ordinary 
talk  will  say.  As  wild  as  a  Hottentot— as  savage  as  a 
HotteiUot,  &c.  just  as  they  say.  As  rich  as  a  Jew— aa^ 
cunning  as  a  Jew.  They  have  nothii^  more  savage  about 
them  than  the  peasantiyin  England.  I  have  seen  femi* 
lies  in  London  living  in  hoveb  more  dirty  than  ever  I 
saw  occupied  by  Hottentots^  and  many  iniLondon  have 
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eonmiitted  more  atrocious  deeds  than  any  I  have  ever 
heard  the  Hottentots  charged  with.  I  think  the  Hotten- 
tot mind  is  better  cultivated  than  the  minds  of  many  in 
the  lowest  ranks  in  London ;  and  I  should  expect  to 
be  much  better  served,  and  to  be  more  safe  in  tra- 
y^img  with  twenty  Hottentots,  than  with  twenty 
Europeans.  The  rain  fisdling  down  in  torrents,  the 
oxen  could  not  proceed ;  wherefore  we  halted  at  ten, 
P.M.  and  waited  for  better  weather. 

18th.  We  began  our  journey  at  ^x,  A.M.  through  a 
thick  fog  and  rain;  of  course  we  saw  nothing  but  what 
was  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood.  Passed  a  boor's 
house  at  eight,  where  we  obtained  three  loaves.  At 
eleven,  A.M.  we  halted  on  a  barren  waste,  surrounded 
by  hiUs  at  a  little  distance.  I  walked  to  an  eminence, 
whence  I  had  an  extensive  view  of  the  wilderness 
arouiKL  Lions  and  tygers  have  surely  a  right  to  reign 
and  roam  here,  as  neither  men  nor  domesticated  ani- 
mals appear  to  inhabit  it  The  sight  of  a  bird  does  not 
remove  the  gloom,  which  seems  to  overhang  every 
tbii^;  for  its  solitary  situation  rather  excites  pity 
than  conveys  pleasure. 

Thermometer  at  six,  A.M.  66: — at  noon,  64; 
cloudy :— at  five,  P.M.  62. 

Proceeded  at  tibre^  P.M.  At  four  the  hills  were 
sa  near  each  other^  that  there  Hvas  barely  room  be-^ 
^een  them  for  the  waggon  and  a  small  brook,  whose 
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water  resembled  soap  soda^  owii^  probaUj  to  a  mix- 
ture of  white  day.    Our  oxeo  trod  xspfm  a  aerpcot, 
which  we  afterwards  killed.    Whta  datt  we  trcfdlcd 
over  ItiUs  arooDg  lohg  grasa*    At  maej  P.M.  we 
arrived  at  Zuor  Broo,  (Sour  well,)  inhabited  by  three 
Hotteotot  bt>tber8  and  their  females.    They  are  aiboaC 
to  remove  to  Bethdsdorpi  beii^  ordered  awi^  by  a 
boor  vfho  has  lately  purchased  the  nei^ibouriDg  fyrm^ 
of  which  the  ground  which  they  wera  allowed  to 
occupy  formerly  is  considered  a  part    As  they  have 
been  a  bng  time  there,  Aey  seem  rehietanC  to  leave 
it     We  carried  our  sapper   into  thdr  bouse/'ttiKt 
ate  it  in  ttie  midst  of  them.    About  twenty  pfople 
were  assembled  in  tins  small  houae;  but  HotieniMtty 
when  sitting,  occupy  a  smaH  i|>ace.    After  sii|^)er, 
Cupidb  gave  an  exhortation  before  prayer.   When  ao 
die  eve  of  departing  the  Hotfeotois  offisred,   ff  we^ 
would  stq>  till  the  morning,  to  leod  their  oxen  td  h^ 
us  over  a  very  rough  part  of  the  road.    To  fhid  pfH^ 
posal  we  readily  consented,  and  soon  ftillf  asieefK 

19th.  When  I  awolt^  about  three  in  the  morarag, 
I  found  all  was  ready  for  departing.  We  were  obli^ 
to  turn  out  and  walk  down  a  long,  steep,  and  stony 
descent  We  crossed  several  rivers,  one  ef  which, 
called  HamptOy  is  wide  and  deep.  Tra^reHers  aw 
sometimes  stopped  a  week  by  the  rising  of  this  river. 
We  halted  at  six,  A.M.  on  a  imalt  charmi^  plain, 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  in  cirettmfereiice,  soi^- 
rounded  by  k3b  and  shnfbbery.  Mr.  Butiet,  with  hb 
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ai^  aoop  cut  out  w  opening  10  a  thictot  (tf  t^^ 
w#  bad  worship  and  break^  and  where  I  sat  wridng 
mort  ctf  tbo  nonuog:  indeed  I  hardly  ever  saw  a  litde 
«pot  moRe  suited  to  my  taste.  A  small  river  of  good 
water  winds  aloiost  round  it  Thermometer  at  seven, 
AM*  6Ai  a  few  cknids: — at  noon,  78;— at  five, 
P.M.  74. 

This  deligbt&l  spot  on  Keia  River,  I  understand 
|l)elongfi  to  no  one*  It  would  be  a  charming  situation 
§ut  a  nussiofiary  station.  As  there  is  water  at  present, 
immfldittely  after  summer,  there  la  likely  to  be  water 
•U  the  year;  aqd  the  grass  is  good.  I  observed  two 
lua49  fd  broom^  one  ))earing  a  ydlow,  and  the  other  a 
blue  flower.  Ants'  nests  are  numerous;  in  shape,  they 
reseml4e  a  baker  s  oven,  and  are  from  two  to  four  feet 
hi^  These  industrious  creatures  have  their  enemies^ 
eipeciaUy  a  creature  about  the  sire  of  a  fox,  who^ 
after  piercing  a  hole  in  the  side  of  the  nest,  pushes  in 
ius  tno0ie,  when  tb^  unwary  ants  rush  towards  it  in 
order  to  inventigate  what  has  happened.  The  tongue 
^mg  iwrered  with  there  insects^  he  draws  it  im  and 
ewaUowa  the  vbole.  This  he  rqieats  till  be  has  de- 
voured milUoos^  The  bees  also  sometimes  oovet  and 
take  posaessioo  of  the  houre  they  have  reared  with  so 
reuch  labour.  The  boors  also,  when  traveling,  £»- 
^fKoAy  dear  out  there  oests,  and  ure  them  as  ovim 
&r  baiut^  their  bread. 

A  £unale  Hottentot  bdongiiig  to  Bethelsdofp^  vith 
ber  two  children,  joined  our  company.  When  I  asked 
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the. age  of  her  cbildren,  she  seemed  as  much  surprised 
at  the  questioD,  as  if  I  had  ioquired  how  many  hairs 
they  had  upon  their  heads*  I  then  asked  her  how 
many  times  the  sun  had  come  near  them  since  h^ 
eldest  daughter  was  bom :  she  supposed^  three  tioies; 
which  I  judged  to  be  correct^  as  the  child  appeared 
to  be  about  throe  years  old. 

We  considered  our  present  progress  to  be  slow;  but 
slow  and  swift  are  only  comparative  terms.   The  mail 
coach  in  England  moves  slowly  compared  wiib  ^ 
flight  of  a  pigeon;  and  the  motion  of  a  pigeon  is  no- 
thing when  compared  with  that  of  a  planet;  and  that 
of  a  planet  is  slow  wh^n  companed  with  the  motion  of 
light    The  progress  of  our  oxen  is  swift  when  com 
pared  with  that  of  a  ^aail  or  cameleon.   -Such  con- 
siderations promote  patience.    At  six>  P.M;  we  had  a 
view  of  the  ocean,  which  helped  to  vary  the  scene. 
Cupido  pointed  to  a  distant  hill  that  was  witbip  two 
hours'  journey  of  Bethelsdorp.    At  seven,  P.M^  we 
came  down  a  steep  descent,  when  ^  hinder  wheels 
of   our  waggons   were  firequendy  raised   from    the 
ground.    Four  years  ago  a  boor  was  killed  when  going 
down  the  same  place,  by  the  waggon  overturning  upon 
him.    At  the  rising  (^  the  moon  we  were  much  grati- 
fied by  the  sight  of  a  lunar  raiabow.    About  nine 
my  wa^on  was   nearly  overturned  by  one  of  tk^e 
wheels  sinking  into  a  deep  hole.    During  the  night 
there  was  much  vivid  lightning,  attended  with  thunder 
and  rain.  ^       .      / . 
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SOth.  Halted  about  fbur.in  tbe  mormog,  oo  a  hill 
nearly  ^iotered  with  trees,  and  not  far  finom  the  ooeaiL 
In  the  absence  of  all  odier  sounds,  the  noise  of  the 
sea  was. very  solemn.  As  it  rained  fast  from  six  to 
eight,  o'dock  in  the  morning,  we  feared  we  should 
make  no  progress  doring  the  day,  the  roads  being 
very  soft.  However,  Cupido,  our  commander,  after 
examining  the  road,  resolved  to  make  a  trial  to 
proceed.  WbBe  the  oxen  were  putting  to  the  wagons, 
I  walked  down  a  pretty  opening  in  the  wood,  where  I 
had  a  pleasant  view  df  the  sea,  two  or  three  miles 
distant 

Immecfiatdy  after  our  departure  we  had  to  go 
down  a  long,  steep,  and  rocky  descent  We  found 
it  a  troublesome  business,  and  it  was  eleven  o'clodc 
A.M.  before  both  wi^gons  reached  the  bottom,  where 
we  foand  Vanstade  River  and  an  extensive  forest 
About  noon  we  halted  on  a  hill,  where  we  were  joined 
by  a  waggon  belonging  to  Betbelsdorp,  and  likewise  by 
twelve  men  on  horseback,  who  were  a  patrole  search- 
ing among  woods  and  bushes  for  Caf&es,  as  the  colony 
is  at  present  at  war  with  that  people.  When  com- 
mencing our  last  stage  to  long-desired  Betbelsdorp,  we 
were  joined  by  three  wagons  going  to  Uitenhagen; 
so  that  the  six  waggons  and  the  patrole  made  a  formi- 
dable appearance,  as  if  we  had  been  a  commando  (or 
an  expedition)  against  the  Caflfres,  especially  as  we 
travelled  in  a  desert,  where  no  beings  were  visible 
but  ounelves. 
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About  midni^  we  came  to  the  head  of  the  descent 
which  leads  down  to  Brthdadorp.  Thon^  the  moon 
was  risen  yet  stiU  it  was  Aiak^  in  eonsequence  of  the 
beanens  being  ovenpoead  with  thick  clouds.  However, 
I  soon  understood  that  we  approached  near  to  the 
settlement,  bjsome  of  our  people  ftrmg  theirmusketi, 
as  signals  of  cor  arrival^  which  were  soon  answered 
fay  souse  disdiarges  from  the  settkment  Many  of  the 
jouQg  people,  in  high  spirits,  came  ool  to  meet  us: 
then  Mn  Road,  and  the  odier  bretfuren,  with  many 
others,  came  and  g^»e  us  a  hearty  wieloome«  From 
the  solitary  road  on  which  we  had  been  travelling,  a 
concourse  of  people,  and  the  sound  of  many  vc»ces, 
prodaced  a  peculiar  aensaticm*  I  fek  as  if  instantane- 
ously introduced  into  a  new  world*  On  reaching  Mr* 
Bead's  houses  many  surrounded  k,  in  order  to  see  the 
strange  who  had  come  from  afcr.  I  suppose  some  of 
the  yoimg  people  slept  litde  that  ni^,  for  I  heard 
Aem  running  about  at  three  oVdock  in  the  mormn|^ 
after  which  I  fell  asle^ 
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OCCURRENCES  AND  INVESnGATTONS  AT  BErHEL3D0RP|, 

About  wmm  the  mn  com  ^e  pMpkt  w 

^  hoo9k ;  tbe^  nmice  cMdanedH 
I  all  hour.  At  ten  o'ddek  ttM 
ion  assembled,  when,  after  pifadM^ 
}f  the  scriptures,  Mr.  Wimmer 
*A  disconrse^  not  rtandiiig,  hut 
did  when  be  preacfaM  it»  tb« 
Iv  (Luke  iv.  S0<)  Tbe  dttieatbly 
ve.  Ill  ibe  tfftenxmi^  h  Hmm^ 
eboreh,  bc^F^  tbe  sen^kd  1^  eti^ 
d  wbe«  Aey  had  suDg  wi  bjfttitii 
mvb  who  cbo9e  bdhg  pemlHted 
iDrtatiiiOj>  d  Hottratot  sipt4t6  ^ta 
roprie^«  Afttr  loiitfiig  ttgdthi  hi 
»e  people  were  diuuiMd,  irtMi 
lat  they  called  a  love  feaM,  e«dl 
of  cdffee  poured  otfl  to  hiitt  ihM 
tl  biicuit  given  hiiti,  wtiich  #ii» 
ileit  VQidt  oir  codftekHi.  -Dmi^ 
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thisy  several  short  remarks  were  made  by  the  brethren, 
after  which  I  mentioned  a  few  things  which  I  thought 
might  interest  them.  We  then  celebrated  the  Lord's 
supper  together,  as  is  their  custom  every  first  day  of 
the  week.  When  the  wine  began  to  be  distributed, 
they  sung  an  hymn,  after  which  the  church  separated. 
This  ordinance  was  short,  yet  very  animating. 

In  the  evening  they  met  for  worship,  when  Mr. 
Corner,  a!  black,  from  the  West  Indies,  led  the  ser- 
vice. Though  sent  out  by  the  Missionary  Society  but 
little  more  tlian  a  year  ago,  he  has  made  such  progress 
m  the  Dutch  language,  ibAt  be  can  already  exhort  in 
it,  He  is  a  carpenter:  by  trade,  has  two  or  three 
appr^ntieesi  and  i3  a  useful   member  of  the  comr 

filst  I  had  beard  much  against  Bethebdorp  since 
my  arrival  m  Africa,  and  I  must  confess  it  has  a  most 
mifierable  appearance  as  a  village.  The  houses  are 
noeaa  in  the  extreme,  and  apparendy  very  irregularly 
placed ;  tb(^  say,  however,  that  the  huts  were  arranged 
according  to  a  plan,  which  I  believed  after  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me,  but  in  consequence  of  some  having 
fiiUen  down,  and  their  owners  having  built  elsewhere 
otbars  having  gradually  decayed  in  consequence  of  the 
people  leaving  them  to  go  into  the  service  of  the 
fiurmecs^  and  others  of  the  inhabitants  being  called  to 
public  service,  the  original  plan  has  been  compleady 
deianged,  and  now  it  appears  as  irr^ularly  built  as 
mUm  th9  dty  of  Norwich  or  town  of  MaOGhasttri 
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The  ground  od  w^ch  it  stands  is  barren  in  the  ex- 
tietne^  so  that  nothing  green  is  to  be  seen  near  the 
bouses ;  this  also  adds  to  tiie  ^ominess  of  the 
Tillage.  Neither  trees  nor  gardens  are  to  be  seen  to 
rebate  the  eye;  but  all  this  ajrises  frcun  the  total 
want  of  good  water  on  their  ground,  except  in  the 
barren  spot  where  the  .village  stands.  In  consequence 
<rf  the  miserable  appearance  of  the  village,  the  settlers 
are  by  many  people  reported  to  be  extremely  in* 
dolent 

That  there  are  indolent  people  at  Bethdsdorp,  as 
wdl  as  in  all  other  places,  especially  in  SouUi  Afi3c% 
I  have  no  doubt;  but  from  what  I  have  seen  and 
heard,  I. believe  there  are  also  mfmy  who  are  indus* 
trious  and  active.  Peofde  in  general  mal^  no  aUowt- 
ance  for  their  early  habits  of  indolence  in  the  houses 
o£' boors,  where  they  have  very  little  real  work  to 
emjioiy  their  tioqe,  and  few  people  who  call  there 
ever  enquire  what  work  is.  performed  or  what  ground 
is  cultivated.  I  visited  their  forms  in  the  aftomoon^ 
which  lie  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  on  Little 
Zwartkops  iUver«  I  found  there,  ground  cultivated 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  for  upward  (^  two  miles. 
Indeed  I  had  not  seen  so  much  cultivated  land  in 
any  part  of  Afidca  where  I  had  yet  been — three 
tipies  more  than. is  to  be  seen  at  Bavian's  Kloo^ 
though  an  old  missionary  statical,  compared  to  Bethels- 
dorp;  but  the  soil  is  still  more  barren  at  Baviaa's 
Kloo£ 
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After  riding  along  the  cidthrated  ground,  I  came  to 
Ibo  oten,  which  had  just  been  driven  home  fiv  the 
ni^t  Except  in  Smithfieldy  I  had  never  seen  30 
man^  together;  indeed,  I  lemadKd  diat  we  hadl  now 
irrived  at  the  metropolis  of  ttioie  aniflsaUu  We  mt 
turned  to  fiethdadorp  juat  in  time  for  dieir  eireniE^ 
woTBhip^  Thermometer  at  noon,  sixtT-twa  Waa  io 
eoDTerBatioa  with  the  bnathren  till  three  o'deck  in  the 
QQoraiog* 

S2d«  Set  off  at  eleven  A.M.  with  brethren  Ulbricht 
and  BaitUt  to  UitBohageo,  whetw  the  coaunandaiit  and 
Jjttoddroat  residoi  which  ia  about  nrne  mflea  from 
Betheladorp.  We  had  to  ctosb  Zwartkopa  river,  which 
was  wide  and  deep  io  conseqoeace  of  the  Icite  raina. 
The  water  waa  two  iiHrbiB  above  the  bottom  of  ow 
wi^jgon.  Colonel  VkkecB,  who  is  Civil  and  military 
commander  of  the  four  infencar  districta^  leceived  me 
in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and  poUtdy  offered  to 
serve  me  in  any  way  in  his  p6w»r.  He  eipresaed  the 
fame  sentiments  that  I  entertained  with  respect  to  tin 
external  a[q;)eunance  of  Bethdsdorp^  and  thought  the 
dvilieation  of  the  pec^  must  be  gcaa^y  retarded  fey 
die  mean  manner  in  which  they  live. 

I  eould  not  bot  acknofwled^  to  the  Cdlond^  that  I 
WM  afibcted  with  thefintview  I  bad  of  Betfaalsdarp^ 
Bttich  in  the  s^me  way  as  he  bad  been;  but  on 
examinatioD,  I  found  there  were  cauaea  which  ttho 
missionaries  could  not  controul — that  they  had  afamys 
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tsQpposed  they  had  tK>  specurity  for  their  continuance  at 
<tbat.  place,  M/k^  to  its  bafrenoeas  and  other  coosi* 
decationa,  that  they  had  therefore  built  their  houses  of 
seeds,  which,  lfaoi%;^  they  look  vety  weU  at  iBrs^  sood 
fieUl  into  decay,  and  assume  a  ruinoiss  appearance; 
«id  that  from  the  number  of  the  people  constantly  in 
the  service  of  the  hooray  and  the  Hiost  active  being 
called  to  perform  public  dervice^  such  as  gcmig  against 
the  Caffi^  and  serving  as  guides  at  the  dififerent  mi^ 
fitary  posts,  for  which  they  have  hitherto  received 
90  remunemtioD,  thek  families  b»ve  been  starving  at 
^ome.  For  the  sake  of  examfde^  I  stated  that  cdy 
two  days  ages  twelve  men  were  demmded  to  go 
f^^ginst  the  Caffires;  and  yesterday,  fifieea  men,  wkh 
<beir  pack  oxen,  were  ordered  to  repair  to  the  dif^ 
forpnt  military  posts  as  guides,  &c.  Now  had  these 
ta^  been  building  houses  of  clay,  wUcfa  are  thought 
the  best  that  can  be  reared  *in  this  part  of  Africa, 
they  would  either  be  mouldered  or  waited  down  before 
they  co^  return  to  finish  theia  The  peoi^  know 
this,  and  are  thereby  discourage  from  rearing  more 
fttrmanent  buiUii^^  I  raenticHied  that  I  was  not 
stating  these  thingi  as  compkunts  a^tinst  government 
for  perhaps  the  state  of  aSurs  rmders  them  indt»- 
peasably  neoessttry,  but  mentioned  them  as  causes  of 
jth(^  present  appearance  of  the  settlement 

As  government  had  ofiered  to  the  missionary  so- 
/Qie^  9ne  or  two  placei  in  Zaurveld,  the  Cofond 
^inted  out  in  a  map  where  I  shouM  be  likely  to  find 
iitttations  that  vrould  be  suitable* 
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fiScL  Waited  upon  Major  Cuyler,  the  Landdroet, 
who  had  been  from  home  the  ptecediog  day,  with 
whom  I  was  anxious  to  have  a  conversatioii  on  the 
causes  of  the  long  disputes  that  had  subsisted  between 
him  and  Dr.  Vanderkemp  and  Mr.  Read,  which  he 
declined,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were  all  past,  and 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  recur  to  them  again.     He 
then  spoke  of  dividing  the  lands  of  Betbelsdorp  into 
lots,  to  be  given  to  the  mttsionaries  and  settlers.     I 
stated  that  I  perceived  difficulties  in  that  business,  and 
would  be  glad  of  his  advice.    Supposing  lots  of  labd 
to  be  given  in  perpetual  possession  to  the  settlers,  abd 
should  some  of  these  become  a  nuisance  to  &e  in- 
stitution, the  missionaries  would  liot  have  it  m  their 
power  to  remove  th^m  from  the  settlement,  yet  their 
continuance  might  be  very  injurious  to  its  wd&re. 
I  saw  a  difficulty  on  the  other  hand,  for  if  the  ground 
was  not  fully  their  own,  there  would  not  be  the  sattie 
inducenoent  to  improve  it.    I  then  requested  of  the 
Landdrqst,  if  he  could  devise  a  middle  path,  that  he 
would  give  me  his  counsel.     He  said  it  might  be 
made  a  condition  in  the  grant  of  the  lots,  that  should 
their  conduct  become  injurious  to  the  institution,  they 
should  be  deprived  of  their  land,  and  that  they  should 
receive  an  allowamce  for  what  improvements  tbey  may 
have  made  while  it  was  in  their  possession.    This 
appeared  to  me  a  wise  suggestion. 

Leaving  the  Landdrost,  I  again  waited  on  Colond 
Vickers,  who  kindly  favoured  me  with  letters  of  in- 
troduction to  gendemen  in  difierent  parts  where  I 
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expected  to  travel.  Mr.  Menkes,  a  young  officer, 
also  voluntarily  favoured  me  vnih  an  introductory  letter 
to  a  friend*. 

Walking  to*  the  barradcs^  I  found  tb«  storekeeper 
was  a  nadve  of  Suth^land  te  Scotkndt  who  had  bem 
fourteen  years  in  the  army,  and  during  that  time, 
much  to  bis  credit,  had  learned  bodi  to  read  and  write. 
He  had,  however,  no  books,  which  want  I  promised  to 
supply  from  Bethelsdorp,  whither  we  returned  in  the 
afternoon. 

S4th.  Mr.  Read  has  a  meeting  with  twenty  or 
tiiirty  children,  every  evening  a  short  time  before  the 
meeting  for  worship,  when  he  adcs  them  a  fow  ques* 
tions.  This  meeting  arose  from  his  examining  his 
own  children ;  other  chfldl^n  came,  then  more,  till  it 
arrived  at  its  present  state-^it  is  wholly  vduntary  on 
^  part  of  the  young  people.  Wtien  we  came  to  the 
door  of  the  small  house  where  these  children  yvete 
waiting  for  Mr.  Read,  they  were  singing  a  hymn  to^ 
gether-^we  listened  behind  the  door  with  much 
pleasure  till  they  had  finished.  I  understood  all  the 
questions  that  w^re  asked,  and  die  answers  given  to 
ttiem,  though  in  Dutch,  and  was  roudi  pleased.  Kaje^ 
a  young  female  Hottentot,  who  is  one  of  this  little 
meeting,  i^  an  orphan,  eleven  years  of  age,  who  lived 
at  George,  about  a  fortnight's  journey  distant  from 
Bethelsdorp ;  but  after  Mr.  Read  bad  preached  there 
a  while,  she  cried  so  much  to  accompany  hivtk  faome^ 
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tbftt  fat  Wis  obliged  to  take  her,  with  Ibe  cosurat  of 
her  frieatbi  and  she  now  lifes  lo  his  house  as  one  of 
the  fiunily.    Thermometer  at  noon,  eighty^ 

fl6tb.  In  the  afternoon*  Cobiu^  who  is  blinds  and 
his  wife,  came  from  ibui^  horn  distance  with  their 
chiUl  to  be  baptised  on  the  morrow.  They  are  both 
members  of  die  dwurch  at  Bethelsdorp^  The  wift 
knew  the  Lord  fiost;  and  soon  after  Cobus  was 
deprived  of  his  si|^t,  God  opened  the  eyes  of  his 
mulerstanding,  and  he  says  he  never  was  so  happy 
as  since  he  believed  in  Jesus.  Indeed,  fixmi  the 
pleasant  smile  <mi  his  countenance  whm  he  spake  of 
the  Saviour,  peace  was  evidently  within.  lie  remarked 
that  Jesus  had  hitherto  kept  him  finom  ftdliog,  and  h# 
trusted  he  would  keep  him  to  the  end,  and  luring  him 
to  his  heavenly  kiagdom  and  gloiy.  His  wife  sakl^ 
that  she  had  obtained  this  child  fiom  the  Lord,  and 
wished  to  ghra  her  to  bia%  again — that  she  had  no 
wish  Uiat  her  child  should  be  gpeat  or  rich»  but  she 
wished  she  m^t  han  gracci  and  be  a  cfaikl  of 
GmL 

Abont  ten  o'clock  at  nigM^  whSe  sittk^  at  Mn 
Jtead's,  we  heatfd  for  a  consideiaUe  time  a  femide 
weeping  Utteily  at  a  lifede  dislanos  hetuad^  on  which 
Mr*  R.  went  to  inc^piire  into  the  cause.  OnTetimiinft 
he  said  it  was  a  few  people  coni/ensing  together,  one 
of  whem  wias  much  afiected  with  sopothing  that  had 
beeosmd* 
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la  tlMT  stifeB  of  society  tb^  bttreno  idea  d  sap» 
(M^essii^  thdr  feeli^  mittl  a  tiine  wlwa  it  mMy  be 
teasooaUe  to  9fe  tbem  vnt,  but  tbej  iostaady  aet  a* 
tfa^  ML  AoBODg  qncivilbed  nations  ibis  will  g^no* 
vdfy  be  feuad  to  be  the  ease.  InBetbeledoriH  tboogti 
moek  af  ttaeii'  minds  omy  be  said  to  be  civiliied,  yst 
their  asaflBmi  ave  not  Tbe  cbristiafle  ikfite  kfm 
God  and  all  who  bear  bis  image;  tiiey  haw  rdiw- 
qoiBbed  flnfel  iXMidQCt^  aiid  aie  looldng  Isr  tte 
of  Die&Mi  of  man;  yet  tbcy  caa  sWep  on  die  bare 
gptiand  as  comfiMtably  as  tbe  Boropean  on  his  bed  of 
down — ^ncHT  do  they  peroeiM  tiie  necessity  for  tlie  same 
ddicaey  in  dressings  as  he  does^  because  they  have 
beeBaceuStomed  to  another  node  fton  their  in&ncy; 
botmaay  of  them  are  in  a  stale  of  progretskm  aa  to 
dAese  <^biagi. 

07Al  Mt.  Corasv  peeaidied  to  laf  la  tha  monin^ 
after  which  llie  irtiolo  coapegfUion  walked4oim  to  die 
mer,  wtes  two  ciiildren  were  iMfriaitA  by-  broths 
WimoKT.  Qo  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  Uttlo  mer^ 
holding  the  cbiU,  and  pooriBg  water  upon  its  head^ 
he  fffOBOunoed  the  usual  wofde,  after  which  tho  sor- 
Mmdiog  aseemUy  song  a  kfmxk  Tho  seraee  ap* 
peered  to  be  impressive.  The  many  yooc^  Holt^rtoM 
around^  as  well  as  tbe  elder,   bdiaved  with  great 


Da  Bstaraiag  taemet,  a  perBOO  whom  Dn  Vander- 
Ipaap  redeemed  from  slavery  only  five  ytars  ago^ 
JsUowed  me  to  my  room.    Among  other  things  which 
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afae  mentionedy  she  said  she  had  thiee .  sons,  doid, 
AbrahaiD>  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  Oa  saykig  so^  she 
turned  her  face  to  the  ,mdl  and  wept  batteriy,  and 
<»uld  not  for  half  an  hour  he  pacified.  The  soene 
n^as  eitremdy  aflfectkig.  .  I  wbhed  ali^the  advocates 
for  slavery,  in.  the  whole  world  had.  been  present^ 
espedaUy  those  who  assert  that  African  slaves  have  no 
il£^:;tioo  for  their  offi|Mripg,.  Many  such  Afirioans,  I 
am  persuaded,  were  th^  to  hear  thatsooseKtf  our 
fitffaiopables  in  London,  thou^  living  under:  the  same 
roof  with,  their  cUIdren,  scarQely.see  them  once  a. day, 
would  cry  out,— What  savages !  > 

Mn  R.  {ueadied  to  the  soldiers  at  Fort  Frederic, 
Algoa  Bay*  On  oetuming^  he  mentioned  that  the 
fisurmer  who  is  next  i^hbour  to  Bethdsdorp  UM 
him,  that  last  week  when  going  home,  a  lion  met  him 
in  tbe.noadT-tbey .stood  some  time  looking  at  each 
other,  when  the  animiBd  choae  to  wie^  quietly  away; 
He  had,  however,  devoured  an  ass  beloogii^  to.  die 
^NTP^r.  Perhaps  the  deatfi  of  .the  ass  prevented  that 
of/tbe.ftrmi^;  halving  already  had. a  gpod  meal,.he 
bfui  less  occa^ioQ  to.  devour  him,  but  had  they  met  u 
lijtt)e  sQjcmr^  when  the  lion  was  more  hungry,  he  might 
h^ye  icured  very  diflferently. 

A  Hottentot  calling  after  worship,  who  came  £[ok 
a  distance,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  church, 
M  Mr,  Read  to  rdate  the  folknra^  accmnt  of  his 
master^s.&mily*. 
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ifo,  B~,  a  Member  «f  tiw  ebured 
of  ileihdidoiv^  VM  iiiw«Uii^  (»  ftdiitaACQ,  fuid  toi^ 
Bt  aftnueili  nesr  the  Roond)  «f  tiw  Cmtioos  livcr,  ht 
4aaiiMiocl  the  ftnwrli  iferw  togMhor,  Md  Mtf^noed 
diem  that  the  Son  <^  God  iMid  come  iaio  ^  woM 
to  save  uoners.  What  be  said  caused  a  great  stir 
MMfig  IJMO  about  tbe  fliivMWQ  of  tlior  0On1«»  A 
peertkir^inm  MMttobirp^  ^pfXwle  4h»  iUtod  of 
iiadagucwr,  wm  fiwtie«l»rly  «Se«ted.  Tk»  fmm^ 
doMeof  G«d  aiwiwirib  brMgkt  (Jn»i  (p  ipork  pt  ilt9 
Drosdy of  UiteubngB*,  ehtttiwie  wiku  from  B«UieVi^ 
dorp,  wbicb  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  attending 
Ike  pmdbiag  «f  tke  gveM  tbenu  Th»  poor  Mo- 
•MBhique  iiave  cnede  lafid  fm^Mfi,  tbou^  be  wm 
intMeeeqiNbted  villi  tbe  JDvtdiiJNigwgfi.  Wibw 
AtftBtamtsd  borne  Ip  tb«r  eotiifirs  Mt  CwntOM  riMi^ 
be  tKOMne  iheir  eMeiftcr,  fo«0tiiig  with,  and  «»hflitwg 
ahcia  (daily.  Wbw  tbe  bow  boMwe  aeqoaiMt^  vitb 
«fa«t«iMi9GMo^<w,befni3  vfvy  asgiyiboMRever^idiqr 
MiiiHnd  lo«)Mt  in  •  Uijtie  iptaoe  «Mch  i^  bed 
dtedMp  AritbeiNiq^eBe.  iJpgfi  one  oMMttORt  «e«»e 
•of  tbe;6unii)r«««t^(bin  beMiRiK«f  lihei».W!fi«r«fiii<e4 
and  tliere  listened  to  what  was  going  forward.  Tbe 
boor's  wi^  while  listening  to  her  poor  slave  preaching 
Jema  «f  lANwetb  «id  dJ>e  RvDneotien,  lelt  (fee  fctrce 
«f  ittetb  ia  bir  beart  Sbe  mkeA  4b»  •eeis^eiqr  i» 
M  brirteMBc^  vben  ilie  eeed  the  ataiiftiiK»  li» 
Aod  tbe  ^8Me  pwyed  end  ei^rted,  uaA 
ibii  fMlMe  ^  am  cemioDed.  Tbe  beer  aa«r  Mr. 
Bfl^iak^,  uriMi  %e  deofarad  that  bi»  dbwe  noft 
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certainly  speak  irom  Ae  Spirit  of  God,  for,  said  he^ 
be  knows  fiu*  more  than  we  christians  who  have  had 
Ae  bible  all  our  days,  and  he  surely  could  not  get  all 
his  knowledge  in  the  short  time  he  staid  at  Betbob* 
dcHTp ;  and  he  cannot  read. 

Thus  the  gospel  spread  at  first  When  sinnen 
were  converted  to  God  in  the  city  of  Tbessalonica,  from 
tiience  the  gospel  sounded  through  all  the  regicm  round 
about  So  I  trust  it  is  at  Bediebdorp,  and  I  trust  it 
is  the  pure,  unmixed  gospel  of  Christ 

30th.  Went  to  Fort  Frederic  on  Algoa  Bay,  about 
nine  miles  from  Betbekdorp^  where  Dr.  Vanderkemp 
and  Mr.  Read  resided  almost  a  year,  by  permission  of 
General  Dundas,  prior  to  their  fixing  at  Bethelsdorp. 
TherewefoundastoallfcMrtand  a  few  houses,  but  there 
is  no  harbour,  which  renders  it  very  difficqlt  to  tend 
goods  firom  the  ships,  which  are  sentnow  and  then  with 
INt>visions,  firom  the  Cape,  for  there  is  coastandy  a 
dangerous  surf.  We  spent  a  great  part  of  the  day  wi& 
Major  Andrews^  a  gentleman  of  reading  and  observa- 
tion, 

Apn\  1.  I  received  this  morning  a  parcel,  per  post; 
fltMD  his  excellency  the  governor,  containig  six  copies 
of  a  sormon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  coiomal  cbapWo, 
published  by  desire  of  Sir  Jdtm  Craddock,  with  the 
excellMt  design  of  amdiorating  the  drcomstances  of 
the  poor  slaves  and  Hottentots.  This  benevolent 
cannot  be  accomplished  in  a  day,  notwithstaodi 
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great  power  invested  in  the  governor^  and  his  laudable 
anxiety  to  exert  it  for  the  public  good.  It  must  be  a 
work  of  time.  Many  (^  the  boors  will  not  allow  their 
female  Hottentots  to  be  called  women,  but  maids,  in 
order  to  make  a  distinction  between  them  and  their 
wives  and  dau^ters ;  maids  being  considered  by  them 
9S  an  inferior  title.  Now  such  as  have  from  childhood 
been  trained  up  with  these  low  ideas  of  the  Hottentot 
people^  cannot  by  any  law  be  made  soon  to  respect 
them*  Their  minds  must  be  tutored :  they  must  learn 
that  **(^  one  blood,  God  made  all  the  nations  that 
dwell  on  the  fece  of  the  earth,"  and  that  **  all  mankind 
must  aj^pear  before  the  judgmeitf-seat  of  Christ,'' 
eqpially  to  answer  to  him  for  the  deeds  done  in  this 
life,  whether  good  or  evil. 

The  goats  are  constantly  spoiling  the  gardens  at 
Betfielsdorp ;  no  fence  th^  can  devise  will  keep  them 
out,  they  are  so  mbchievous.  I  inquired  why,  in  this 
coimtry,  goats  are  imiformly  mixed  with  sheep.  It  is 
because  of  their  boldness,  and  desire  to  get  forward : 
thus  they  lead  on  the  sheep  in  travelling,  and  epcourage 
them  by  their  example,  to  cross  rivers,  &a  Thermo- 
meter at  noon  78.  Much  l^tning. 

.  Sd  I  walloed  about  the  village  with  three  of  the  bre- 
thren. Ip  the  first  house  we  entered  there  were  four  boys 
driving  about  a  mill,  of  a  peculiar  construction,  foi; 
gpnding  wh^:  a  young  woman  was  feeding  the  mill 
)y'9»duaUy  pouring  wheat  into  a  hole  in  the  centre  of 
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the  upp^r  grmdhig  rtooe;  and  a  litde  girl  attended  die 
lack  which  eaught  the  tneal  as  it  feU.  At  ooe  end  of 
the  home  they  were  making  soap  of  sbeep^s  kt, 
and  the  ashes  of  a  tree  that  grows  ki  the  neigbboor* 
hood,  which  they  say  m  preferable  to  po^al^  At  the 
other  end  of  the  apatifnemt^  two  ftmaki  layloia  were 
sewii^  ttien^s  apparei  In  the  next  hoase  we  entered, 
several  men  weie«nployed,  io  cutting  down  the  skin  of 
the  buffalo  to  be  furniture  Ibr  waggons  aod  hamess  for 
oten.  In  a  third  house  I  examined  many  large  mats 
which  they  had  just  finished ;  these  are  used  by  the 
purchasers  instead  of  carpets,  and  for  beds.  We  then 
went  forward  to  the  veceptade  of  the  dead,  which  n 
hedged  round  with  aloes :  the  graves  ate  distihguasfaed 
by  stones  raised  upon  them,  'ttwinoujeter  70* 
Cloudy.    Lightning  at  night* 

Srd.  In  the  morning  we  went  in  a  waggon  to 
ftew  a  salt  lake  in  the  vickuty  of  fietbdsdorp^  which 
is  ^several  miles  in  circumforenos.  A  censidcnMi 
part  of  the  bed  was  dry,  and  white  as  snow,  bes^ 
ODt«red  with  sidt,  but  so  thinly  scattei^  as  not  to  be 
gathered  without  n  mixture  of  sand.  It  has  exactly 
the  appearance  of  an  extensrre  field  of  enow,  and 
looked  grand  fit>m  the  meridian  sun  shining  almost 
directly  down  upon  it:  the  grass  elso^  numerous 
bushed,  and  ekgsnt  plants  with  which  it  was  aor- 
landed,  added  gready  to  the  beauty  of  tiie  sooaeiy. 
On  the  margm  of  the  lake  we  picked  up  many  pieces 
of  titses,  completely  petrified,  or  encnufted  with  atDOB. 
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•     ^    .  ■   I      II  ■  aassaaasaac 

ilTe  Iftewbe  exammed  a  curioas  plan^  fidl  of  a  sub- 
itance  reseoiUiog  mitk.  When  likefy  to  lose  the 
8^t  of  an  eye,  Dr.  Vanderkemp^  with  his  botanical 
skill,  was  investigatiDg  this  plant — breaking  one  of  its 
parts,  a  drop  of  the  mflk  went  into  bis  diseased  eye, 
which  caused  excruciating  pain,  and  made  him  fear 
the  entire  loss  of  the  sight;  but  in  a  short  time,  the 
pain  subsided,  and  he  found  the  sight  of  that  eye 
perfectly  restored.  The  pkmt  is  called  EuphorbiuoL 
We  found  also  a  small  spring,  about  fifty  yards  fitxn 
fte  lak^  whose  water  tasted  as  salt  as  the  sea*  On 
returning  home,  we  passed  over  a  large  piece  of 
ground,  which  had  been  formerly  cleared  and  culti* 
?Med  by  the  settlers,  winch,  qn  trial,  produced  nothing 
juifling  cbi^yi^om  a  deficiency  of  water. 

Tbermoro^er  seventy ;  cloudy — much  vivid  light* 
ffli^  once  or  twice  every  minute.  To  night  it  had 
generally  the  appearance  of  a  moon  gready  extended 
in  length.  X  was  b^Uy  gratified  while  beboUing  this 
^orious  display  of  the  Creator*s  power. 

4tb.  Mr.  Read  preached  b  the  morning,  after 
which  he  married  five  couple,  who  were  neatly 
dressed,  and  behaved  inth  much  propriety.  They 
stood  in  a  weaAckde  before  the  pulpit  When  the 
congBegadoD  was  dismiBied^  each  bridegroom  led  his 
bride  home  by  the  hand. 

In  the  aftsmooo,  two  Hottentot  members^  of  the 
dmdiy  vie  fiosak  and  Gnpido  gave  eslMrlatiocis. 
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5tb.  The  boors  in  this  part  of  the  odqay  are-neyer 
satisfied  unless  they  have  twenty  or  thirty  Hottentots 
running  about  them.    When  they  happen  to  have 
fewer,  they  are  full  of  complaints  against  Betbebdoorp. 
They  have  not  employment  for  more  than  four  or  fiye^ 
except  at  the  ploughing  and  reaping  seasons.    Hot* 
tentots  being  so  easily  obtamed,  is  a  great  injury  to 
the  boor,  and  to  them.    Many  of  the  boors  have  four 
or  five  stout  sons,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  croud  of 
Hottentots  about  the  house,  have  no  occasion  to  put 
their  hands  to  any  work,  wherefore  they  sit  with  their 
1^  across,  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  or  elise  indulge 
in  sleep.    Th^  sometipties  bestir  themselves  to  shoot 
for  an  hour.    In  tins  way  their  days  and  years  pa^ 
on  in  miserable  idleness.    Perhaps  Ibe  only  thing 
which  a  Hottentot  will  have  to  do  during  a  whole  day^ 
is  to  bring  his  master's  whip  from  the  next  room; 
another  will  have  to  bring  his  oustress's  fire  box  and 
place  it  under  her  feet;  a  third,  to  brii^  two  or  three 
times  wood  firom  the  fire  to  light  her  master's  pipe. 
In  this  way  the  Hottentots  have  their  habits  of  idleness 
confirmed  and  increased ;  the  boor's  family  feel  life  a 
burden,  because  they  have  nothing  to  do,  or  to  talk 
0^  and  feeling  themselves  miserable^  they  endeavour 
to  derive  pleasure  finom  makii^  others  miserable  also« 
This  account  of  a  boor  s  life  has  been  related  1^ 
various  persons  to  me^  and  appears  fiDom  what  I.  saw 
to  be  a  true  picture  of  many,  though  not  aU« 

Were  boors  restricted  to  a  certain  number  of  Hot- 
tentot servants,  according  to  the  wcurk  they  bad  for  tbem,, 
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it  woidd  uhimBtely  be  a  bletsiDg  to  them,  and  to  the 
poor  Hotteototi.  At  the  same  timey  were  soch^  a 
regulation  introduced,  I  believe  it  would  occasion 
nmdi  uneasiness  and  complain^  and  their  places  would 
appear  deserted  for  want  of  Hottentots  to  run  about 
thffli* 

Were  the  fimiilies  of  the  boors  thus  compdkd  by 
necessity  to  put  their  hands  to  the  plough,  they  would 
grackially  aoqiure  habits  of  industry,  and  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  hafii^  a  few  acres  of  land  cultivated 
cm  a  fimn  of  twenty  miles  ctrcumfenence.  Soon  there 
would  be  no  occasion  to  send  for  com  to  the  Cape  to 
feed  the  few  soldiers  who  are  quartered  here,  which 
is  a  disgrace  to  this  part  of  Africa.  However,  the 
want  of  harbours  in  south  Africa  wiH  always  form  a 
great  obstacle  to  the  exportatbn  of  com  and  oliier 
articles  whieb  mi^t  be  produced  in  it^  and  conse- 
quently will  impede  the  progress  of  cultivation. 

Here  I  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a  Hotten- 
tot chief,  whose  name  is  Benecfictus  Platje  Roy  tens, 
who  said  be  came  from  a  day's  journey  aS^  on 
hearing  that  I  had  arrivedfrtxn  a  iar  country,  and  in 
ord&t  to  thank  me  for  coming.  He  wore  a  ^ort  blue 
jwiet,  and  while  trowserB,  but  neither  shoes  nor 
ateddngs.  He  bad  a  white  hce  epantette  on  the 
tight  shouMer,  and  held  in  his  hand  a  formidable 
fHlaS,  about  six  feet  long,  and  large  brass  head,  on 
wUdr  were  his  Majesty's  arms,  presented  to  him  hy 
government    He  said,  that  all  this  couotiy,  and  also 
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tbe  Zuimeld  belmged  to  ha  grandMhlktr,  b«t  they 
had  been  <)epmed  of  it  by  the  boon  mai  CaMm, 
He  oom[AMied  bitterty  mgainst  the  boon  for  t)ie 
onidties  they  had  perpetrated  agaiost  hia  hel^eM 
eoKnUyanep.  He .  a|^)eaied  aocnewhat  de^er.  Up 
wife  was  with  him,  with  an  in&nt  at  her  breast,  a  fine 
child,  about  four  years  old,  with  two  rows  of  beads 
Modnd  its  neck,  but  in&oat  any  other  clothiog. 

There  aie  several  gaeak  Hottedtot  caplaias  buried 
jhlfaeiiileriar.  Wheo  a  Hotteokit  panes  their  ^wei^ 
he  dvows  a  stooe  or  branch  upoa  it;  ifaoiikl  km 
neglect  to  do  this, he  tfaiaiahed»ll  be  drewmei  an  <be 
first  river  be  atlemrts  to  cron.  Cupido,  our  Hottan' 
iot  diiicr,  having  enrmoonted  this  anpcwUlaaa,  when 
pnwang  any  of  these  gnrvee,  need  qmedy  to  get  fimn 
IbewagBen^aDdjcflbterAebnuaebesand  Jlenes  whitk 
inypened  to  be'candwn,  aodiitiufi  hiseent  sritheut 
a  word. 

In  the  evening,  die  first  ananday  sa  the  menlh^  we 
nnled«vilh  die  cknelMB  in  Engbnd,  ^od  sa  aiM^ 
#tber  fNffts  flf  the-werld,  in  frayer  ibr<he  ertcnawn 
af  the  Idogdom  of  JasMOhriet  ameng  the  ikmUmaiL  I 
§nas  m  diaonarK,  4hrougb  ^^*  ftead  mB  satorpeetee, 
finnMBlh.«iK.i4.^  A»i  this  gaepel  of  the  King* 
dQmahailbnpraaGbedinallthnwedd,''^^  At«he 
ondbainn,  twehe  six  doHars  spere  coUeetel*  fiamlbe 
HottoHlats  in  aid  sniaskiM  to  4iR  heathen.  Wall4ene 
ilniifnitetj!  Jlnin|n  Ifais  eum  aw  noae  in  pi^piilieo 

^  AlxHft  thirty-fix  ibilHngi  steiiiDg.  ~ 
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^  aame  iDCMittta  in  LondMy    TM  wMe  of  it  waa  it 
very  small  sums. 

.  AK  tte  intiabhaote  (tf  fielhdsdorp  «err  called  out 
this  slofdiDg  k^  be  nimbeml.  Tlwy  bad  idde«i  a 
«otlegr  anpearaiioe,.baing  mmiiy  dotbed  ia^beep  skM. 
The  yt)aig  piof^  Mfoyad  it  mttcfa^  tbouf^  aetend 
of  those  who  were  very  yonag,*  safnad  gready  terri- 
fied at  the  number,  noise,  and  busde  with  which  they 
Item  anrratnidad^tbey  ariecaaai  inoassandl^  till  their 
laathtfg  laawved  tlwteiirODB  tbtecoaau^^TlMfttlomater 
tk  aevtnljMiv^ 


eth.  A  fkwag  atwmmtUmm  qcounvl.  IH^ 
ng  iNard  a  Jivndaya  igo»  thaa  my  valoabla  coma* 
partdea^  dMlktoRev^  Mv.  NeMod^  of  Loadas^  kml 
wrinad  an  axcaHcaU  lette  to  Dt.  Vaodsttenp/  $ocm 
after  hia  wamji  k  AMca^  I  was  aanfeus  to  sae  it 
Mrsw  VaaderiDBfloi),.  (hia  widow,)  kiddly  praomd  la 

aba  fdimd  what  no  «ae  knew  existol^  vii.  a  Ufe  of  tba 
liotatilr,  writtQD  b^  himadf.  I  had  idqnied  both  at 
Cape-tkwa  arid  m  BeAidsdort>  on  my  arnnd,  wbediet 
«be  Doctor  bad^  left  iny  tbiag  of  tbis  Jcittd  belnnd  Mm^ 
but  they  assured  me  he  had  not,  which  they  dOKkmnted 
for  by  relating  sOme  things  he  had  said  while  he  was 
with  them. 

7th.  The  Landdrost  came  to  the  setdement  tbis 
morning  to  mark  the  limits  of  their  ground,  but  after 
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much  coDverBatkmit  was  judged  preferable  to  measure 
ibe  ground  complMely  and  make  a  chart  of  it^  wbidi 
was  to  be  done  in  a  few  days» 

A  Caffie,  the  son  of  one  of  tbe  chiefe  in  Cafltariap 
and  who  has  been  a  considerable  time  at  tbe  Institu- 
tion, and  tau^t  caipenter's  work,  made  me  a  con^ 
venient  box  for  ccmtaining  any  varieties  I  migbt  bappen 
to  obtain  bigber  up  Africa. 

8tb.  Three  very  aged  female  Hottentots  came  to 
Mr.  Read's  bous^  where  I  lodged,  dressed  in  very 
gaudy  caps,  which  they  bad  been  accustomed  to  wear 
on  particular  occasions  on  former  days,  but  this  was 
tbe  last  time  they  were  to  wear  them;  for  after  taking 
Ibem  oSy  tibey  presented  them  to  me  to  take  as 
curiosities  to  £ngland,  for  which  I  proinised  handker- 
chief for  their  beads.  Their  names  were  Meetjee, 
Sabina,  and  Dortje.  They  likewise  gave  me  a  piece 
ci  something  like  rozin,  which  is  found  on  the  sea 
shore.  Before  dieir  husbands  went  to  hunt,  they  used 
to  set  this  oa  fire,  and  whilie  the  fire  ascended,  they 
prayed  to  the  Great  Being  for  their  success.  Sabina 
has  had  ten  children,  but  not  one,  she  said,  died 
a  natural  death*  being  killed  by  lions,  ^gers,  or 
serpents! 
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ThefoUnnng  is  a  correct  stattment  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Bethekdorp  : 

A.  Number  of  Hottentots  received  at  Be-1       ^^^^ 

thdsdorp  since  the  commeDcement    J 

B.  Number  bdongiog  to  the  InstitutioDi  April 

1st  181S. 

Men 223 

Women 338.       ,^^^ 

Boys- 24S| 

Gkls 248- 


94) 

B06V 
S083 


C  Present  at  the  Institiitkm. 

Men 

Women 206V       608 

Children   •••• 308: 

Of  the  ninety-four  men^  forty  are  inca- 
paUe  of  pubbc  service.  Of  the  fifi^-four 
able  meo^  ten  are  herds^  constantly  attending 
the  cattle;  tenure  arbiters,  always  emfdoyed 
for  the  public  benefit  of  the  settlement. 

D.  Bom  at  the  setflement' 239 

These  only  are  found  recorded  in  the  books; 
but  many  of  the  parents,  especially  those  who 
go  into  the  service  of  the  boors^  neglect  to 
report  the  birth  of  their  children. 

^    Of  tboee  mentioned  O^tter  A.)  have  died      142 
Of  these  about  thuty  ched  of  the  measles^ 
(chiefiy  children,)  in  the  year  1807. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Il6  BETHZLSOORP.  [IMIS. 

G.    Murdered  by  the  Caflfres,  &c. 16 

Of  the6%,  ei^t  were  in  die  seri^  ef  1)m» 
boors  at  tbe  time  of  their  qmnler. 

H.  In  miliary  wrvic^  ijibout* .  ^  • . .  t 70 

In  i\m  »bove  aro  nM  included  the  wimi 
and  children  who  are  with  them^  which  would 
prohfJiiljf  make  an  equal  nuqiber. 

I.    Of  those  who  are  absent  belori^g  tp^ 

letter  B.  in  service  of  govemn^ent  witl)out  >  28 

pay*    • '  • •  • :  • ) 

J.    Those  at  work  in  ditto  with  pay-  •  • 20 

Dismissed  the  Institution   for  dUofderfy 
condyct  •  *  t » *  t , f  t .  •  • . .  t . . 1 1 • • . . . .  t         15 

Tboae  not  aooounted  for  in  tbe  above 
stalement^  (except  a  few  who  may  be  danfl} 
are  in  the  service  of  tbe  boor?  aQd  otb^ 
inhabitants. 

Adidto  baptiaed 87^ 

Cliildren  ditto  lisj  ^^ 

Marriages   I95 

Stand  excomnogqipsitad  from  tbe  Church  4 

There  is  no  regular  attendance  at  the  school  of  a 
certam  number  of  children,  but  as  the  new  method  of 
teaching  is  to  be  introduced  so  sooa  as  tbe  plan  can 
be  obtfdned,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  regular  at- 
loodance  wilt  b^  fram  two  to  three  hundred  young 

•  I  believe  when  the  jovexoQT  M^t^rwvd*  TJa^ed  th^  iaterior  of 
the  colony,  he  ordered  that  none  should  serve  govermneDt  without 
some  compensation. 
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people,  tboogh  now  not  above  fi%  regelnly  attend, 
and  many  others  ocoasbnally* 

Daring  my  residenoe  at  Cape-town  after  my  arrival, 
$od  when  on  my  joamey  to  fietbdsdorp,  I  heaixl 
many  unfavourable  reports  cenceming  that  misaiooary 
settlement,  especially  concerning  the  wretchedness  of 
duir  habMBtkuoy  the  idkness  of  tfae  people,  the  want 
of  cifilisttlkxi,  the  diminotieD  of  the  property  of  those 
who  joined  k,  and  its  being  a  seat  of  debauchery.  Oa 
my  arrival  there,  I  must  confess  that,  neither  the 
appearance  of  the  place,  nor  of  the  people  came  up 
to  the  eipectalioni  I  had  fintned  when  in  Europe.  In 
order  that  the  Society  and  die  public  may  have  docu* 
meats  on  wkich  to  form  their  sentiments^  how  hr  the 
missionariee  are  to  be  justified  or  coodenmed,  I  shall 
subjoin  the  substance  of  my  iovestigatioD  of  these 
matters. 


Substance  of  conversations  with  the  mission- 
aries at  Bethelsdorp^  in  reference  to  the 
civil  state  of  that  settlement^  at  meetings 
held  in  Mr.  Read's  house,  March  9>lst.  ^x. 
1813.  Present f  Messrs,  Read,  Ulbricht^ 
fVimmer,  Smithy  Corner,  and  Bartkt, 

ON^   THE    CULTIVATION    OF   LAJTD. 

They  stated  that  they  had  tried  to  cultivate  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  lands  of  Bethelsdorp  in  vain,  before 
they  came  to  the  present  place,  which  they  have  now 
cultivated  with  success. 
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Questum— Could  you  not  dear  part  of  tbe  hill  oo 
the  east-side  of  Zwartkopts  river  ? 

Answer — The  bashes  are  always  green,  and  will 
not  bum — we  have  tried  it  frequently,  but  without 
success. 

Q.  Could  you  not  try  to  improve  some  other  parts 
of  the  lands>  aecordii^  to  the  methods  employed  in 
Europe,  which  you  might  learn  from  books  on  agri- 
culture ? 

A.  Mn  Wimmer,  who  iA  very  industrious  in  cidti^ 
vating  the  ground  allotted  to  him,  insisted  that  tbe 
means  employed  in  Europe,  would  be  ^  no  use  in 
Africa.  I  stated  in  reply,  that  agriculture  was  an 
extensive  science — diat  different  kinds  of  manure 
suited  different  grounds,  which  has  been  discovered  by 
a  variety  of  experiments;  and  observed,  that  it  mig^t 
do  good  wero  the  Society  to  send  out  some  publi- 
cations on  that  subject 

I  next  stated  die  various  complaints  made  against 
the  miserable  appearance  of  the  village. 

A.  The  people  have  had  many  discouragements 
from  building  better  houses — uncertainty  of  being 
permitted  to  remain  at  Bethelsdorp — ^many  calls  upon 
the  peo[de  to  public  service — the  present  houses  looked 
much  better  when  they  were  first  built 
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I  stated  that  it  woald  have  a  comfortable  appear- 
anoe,  had  every  house  a  garden  behind  it  lice  those  of 
the  Moravians  at  Bavian's  Kloof. 

.  A.  The  people  are  discounged  from  doing  so  by 
the  barrenness  of  the  ground  where  the  village  stands; 
— the  want  of  water — the  depredations  of  goat%  && 

Q.  Could  not  the  small  river  whidi  nms  across 
Betbelsdoq>be  conducted  so  as  to  water  these  gardens? 

A*  The  river  is  (rfien  dry^  and  likewise  it  cannot  be 
conv^'ed  to  ground  so  high  as  that  on  which  tiie 
village  stands. 

Q.  Could  the  houses  be  built  ftrCher  down  that 
xvf&r,  where  the  sides  are  lower  ? 

A.  Tlie  tower  down  the  river^  die  less  water  tiiere 
is^  and  it  becomes  braddsfay  (w  impregnated  with 
salt-petre.) 

Q.  Could  not  the  village  be  built  on  Zwardcofrts 
river  ? 

A«  No ;  the  water  is  brackisb,  and  unfit  ibr  use. 

Q.  Could  not  more  trees  be  planted  about  the 
the  village  ? 

A.  The  pound  is  so  rocky  and  dry,  they  will  not 
grow. 
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Q;  CooUaMtbebojfBbepcvsaadedtodkSMtbt^ 
lelta;  it  is  ibamdiil  to  tee  tbeoi  itimiog  nboot  ia 
their  present  cooditioii? 

A.  Tboogb  tbej  vwpe  txv  nteim  a  present  of 
ckibm  to  dayv  thejr  wouU  ke  fond  of  tiMttftr  a  few 
dojA  aod  be  proud  of  tfaeniy  bat  tmotd  moo  1o80  <h* 
throw  them  away — it  is  not  so  easy  as  many  persons 
Mippose  to  produce  a  cbaage  of  baMts  among  such 


Q.  CoiM  not  the  females  be  prevaUdI  apofr  to 
Aiess.  hMer? 

A.  They  have  often  been  advised  to  do  so,  and 
nany  dreis  bailer  tbas  they  didr 

In  ccmsequence  of  it  being  currently  reported  in  the 
edony^  ibat  die  setttan  at  Bethrisdorp  had  brought 
Mdi  tban  about  si%  thoMaid  calde,  which  had  bett 
reduced  to  two  thousand,  from  their  idleness^  I  ciade 
the  following  investigation  of  this  matter  in  the  pre* 
maet  of  Mr.  Rtad  and  an  Hocteototo  betoiigiog  to 
the  settlement 

hk  Mc:  Rawfs  book,  it  iB  itatoc^  tfwt  in  the  year 
1803,  the  number  of  cattle  at  the  settlement  was  SI 8. 

In  1808,  the  next  year  of  which  there  was  any 
record,  there  were  1181,  c^  which  number  about  SCO 
Wire  catvea  of  that  year. 
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lo  1818,  die  mtiiber  tra^  hferaasfd  to*  1^0^ 

la  1819r  ^  weM  hiawMA  to  «iO&   ¥»  of 
tb686  wete  osh«d  tlMtt  yew 


Ttmt»«ftdi0Mietowbielioolfe8Ore8iA9ed^  wUdi 
eirrioi  oil^  upoft  tn  wm^igo,  aboot  a  boodred  |iar 


Ffons  €Miy  eocfny  tbal  Mr^  Bead  bat  vmitf  hfe 
caonot  fiad  that  mom  tfaas  UtyhnA  of  cattle  have 
been  slau^rtered  m  any  one  year.  Six  of  tbe  best 
Mbrflttd  HottwMti  bd^  fma^ 
codd  aefy  recoHeet  «m  tbat  had  beea  fHam^a^tmi 
dining  Ito  latt  Aw«lw  oioa«htw 

Besides  tbe  number  of  cattle  slaughtered,  and  calves 
namy  have  been  dtoka  by  the  Caffipei^  and 
destrdyvd  by  woftm  Bui  odnr  wild  1 


WiUiam  Vdentine,  present,  said,  that  when  he 
joiaedtbe  satdmeal  be  had  nine  oxen,  aad  that  aow 
he  has  aerailoea  and  »  waggon^  bewka  five  oxen  be 
^ve  for  a  horse  that  died,  and  five  he  has  lent  out ; 

Andfew  Pretorius,  (a  bushman,)  stated,  that  when 
Ha  CMie  to  BeHidsdorp  ba  had  foor  oocen^  and  has 
mfwtttk  and  a  waggott^  and  oflN^  borGie,  bestdsa  Amt 
ifOfea  by  dM  Cairaar    He  dtaced^  tbatfh>«itahitdbood 
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until  be  jdned  the  InstitutioD  in  1S06,  his  thir^*third 
year,  be  bad  served  a  boor,  for  which  long  service  be 
received  one  heifer  and  six  ewes.  Being  asked  how  tie 
had  four  oxen  when  he  came  to  the  settlement,  since  be 
had  received  only  one  heifer  from  the  boor;  these 
oxen,  he  sdid,  he  procured  by  making  iron  rii^  at 
leisure  hours  in  the  evenings.  In  cxie  year  at  the 
Institution  be  earned  two  hundred  dollars,  with  which 
be  purchased  a  waggon  from  his  former  master.  He 
has  large  fields  and  a  plou^ ;  and  provides  for  a  wife 
and  eight  children  of  his  own,  and  two  orphans. 

John  Valentine,  uncle  to  the  abov^  said  he  had 
no  oxen  when  he  came  to  the  settlement— he  has  now 
six  and  a  waggon,  for  which  be  gave  ei^t  oxen.  He 
has  two  horses,  for  which  he  gave  three  oxen. 

Boosak  stated,  that  be  bad  two  oxen  when  be  came 
to  Bedielsdorp — has  now  nine  oxen  and  a  waggon. 
Has  to  provide  for  a  wife  and  seven  children. 

Cnpido  had  four  oxen  and  a  cart  when  he  came  t6 
Betfidsdorp — has  now  ten  oxen  and  a  waggon. 

Cruse  Windfogil  had  two  oxen  on  joinidg  the  Insti- 
tution— has  now  ten  oxen  and  a  waggon. 

William  Plagy  who  came  six  years  ago,  and  bad 
Mliiing — ^bas  now  six  oxen^  and  provides  for  a  wife^ 
four  children  and  his  wife's  fetber  and  mother,  who 
are  old  andinfino. 
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Piet  Manual  brought  with  him  a  wnggm  and  Bevea 
oxen,  fibout  fburyears  ago,  has  now  eight  oxen,  and  ha^ 
told  three,  and  two  were  stolen  fixMn  him  bytheCaffies. 

I  inquired  if  they  knew  of  any  belonging  to  the 
settlement  who  brought  more  oxen  than  they  possessed 
at  the  present — after  much  ccmversation  among  the 
fix  Hottentots,  they  said  they  recollected  uoae;  but 
one  of  them  (William  Valentine,)  stated,  that  his 
aged  &ther  who  came  to  Bethelsdorp  two  years  ago 
with  nine  oxen,  has  now  sixteen. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  all  the  above  have 
cows;  but  I  only  took  an  account  of  their  oxen,  as 
being  more  connected  widi  their  industry.  They  appear 
more  desirous  to  obtain  some  subrtantial  property 
that  will  bring  in  something  for  the  support  of  their 
families^  such  as  waggons  and  oxen,  than  they  are  to 
obtam  dress,  good  houses,  furniture,  &c.  supposing 
that  these  other  thii^  must  follow  the  obtaining 
waggons  and  oxen.  Many  are  living  sparingly,  to  save 
mcmey  in  order  to  procure  waggons  and  oxen,  because 
litde  can  be  done  to  obtain  a  living  in  this  part  of 
Africa  without  these. 

Those  who  have  obtained  most  property  are  such 
as  have  remained  most  constantly  at  the  settlement 
while  those  who  have  been  moch  in  the  service  oi 
the  boors  haveg^uned  little.  Some  of  those  who  were 
present  have  Hottaitots  in  their  service,  to  whom  thqf 
^ve  twelve  dollars  (with  other  advantages)  in  the  year. 
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Booiak  stated,  thut  vitb  bis  two  Hotteaicit  sermots, 
he  bftdy  doriag  tbe  l«it  mootb,  Mmed  fi%-two  doUan^ 
and  had  knt  bis  waggpn  to  a  mtrriMiiit  of  UitodiagBO* 
to  go  to  Graaf  Reynet,  for  thirty  dolkurs.  Another 
Hottntcrt;  with  his  two  semiitSy  by  out^  and  saw- 
ing wood,  earned  in  two  weeks,  some  time  ago,  one^ 
hundred  dolianh—but  in  consequasee  of  the  great 
number  constaittly  eailed  away  dqnng  the  last  twelw 
months  to  pubtic  serviea^  few  have  been  Me  to  earn 
much,  but  they  hope  this  hindrance  wiU  only  oontinue 
for  a  short  time. 


INQUII^T    RESPECTING   SHEEP   AND    GOATS. 

I  inquired  if  at  any  former  period  they  had  mora 
«f  thtte  animab  than  Jibere  ave  at  the  aettkment  at 
present 

Th^  unammbusly  declared^  that  there  are  aa 
many  at  Betbdsdorp  now  as  at  any  former  period. 
Boesak  said»  tel  when  he  came  to  Ae  settlement,  he 
biwu|^  with  him  a  hqndrad  sheep  and  goius,  but  that 
hailing  afterwards  gcme  wMi  them  to  the  pkce  of 
Mrs.  Varoy,  most  of  them  died  of  a  disease  pre* 
valent  at  that  time;  he  then  sold  the  remainder, 
lest  they  iboold  die  abo.  There  ase  at  presei^  be- 
kNOfpng  to  the  peoj^  at  fietbelKlorp,  about  fourteen 
hundjpod  sheep  and  goals:  and  m  few  months  ago^an 
order  wes  gben  to  settiers  that  no  ewe  fit  for  breeding 
•houMte  killed. 
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^MDt  part  of  April  Sd  and  itb,  in  the  examination 
often  men  and  two  of  their  wives  concermng  the  trutii 
of  the  report  I  had  heard  that  Bethelsdorp  was  a  seat 
of  a  kiathsome  disease. 

I  found  that  it  was  so,  in  the  same  way  that  the 
Look  Hospital,  Penitentiary,  Magdalen,  or  other 
hospitals  in  London  may  be  so  considered — that  four 
men  and  seventeen  women  had  been  afflicted  with  it — 
that  every  one  of  these  brought  it  with  them  to  the 
settlement ;  and  I  have  the  names  of  all  the  &milies 
from  whence  they  came,  (except  one  Hottentot,  who 
brought  it  with  him  from  the  trunk  (or  prison)  in 
Cape^wn,  wheve  he  bad  been  confined  as  a  witMss 
called  up  to  a  trial,)  which  for  prudential  reasons  I 
forbear  publishing* 

The  mJaaJonaries  ave  not  sent  to  such  countries  to 
call  the  rif^teous,  but  simiers  to  repentance,  and  w^e 
Aey  only  to  receive  HoUentolt  of  good  character  to 
their  aetllements,  they  would  appear  ridiculous  to  the 
whole  world.  Physicians  are  not  intended  for  the 
healthy,  hat  for  the  sick;  in  like  maimer  tiie  great 
oonetm  of  A  food  oaissioBary  should  be  the  instniction 
of  tbeigiorant,  and  the  reclaiming  of  the  vicious.  If 
iuoh  aa  circulate  reports  like  the  above,  in  order  to 
piv^odice  the  nanda  of  govcmcm  against  missionaiy 
lottitutions,  could  prove  that  misnoDMes  receive  and 
retain  had  ebaraders  in  their  chnrdies   or  dms- 
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tian  societies,  their  complaints  would  be  just,  and 
deserving  immediate  attention;  but  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  missionary  in  Soutii  Afirica  capable. of 
so  glaring  a  breach  of  the  commandments  of  Jeans 
Christ. 

I  have  briefly  touched  upon  this  delicate  and  dis« 
agreeable  point,  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  the  white 
inhabitants  of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hq)e, 
with  whom  the  poor  Hottentots  are  intermixed,  that 
they  may  be  informed  of  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

CHARGE  OF  IDLENESS  AT  BETHELSDORP. 

That  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  inclined  to  be 
idle  I  have  no  doubt ;  many  such  are  to  be  found  in 
the  most  industrious  towns  in  England,  though  un- 
doubtedly there  is  a  far  greater  proportion  among 
Hottentots;  but  is  this  wonderful,  when  we  attend 
to  their  early  habits.  Their  wants  being  few,  work  is 
neglected;  they  have  not  the  same  inducements  to 
active  exertion  as  the  inhabitants  of  such  a  country  as 
Ei^^d.  If  a  Hottentot  obtain  hardy  enough  to 
support  nature,  he  is  satisfied,  and  can  sleep  contented 
in  his  sheepskin  under  any  bush.  If  brought  up  in 
the  service  of  a  boor,  he  has  so  many  fidlow  servants, 
and  the  boor  so  little  work  to  perform,  that  very  little 
labour  faljb  to  the  lot  <tf  an  individual.  A  fiumer's 
servant  in  England  has  more  actual  labour  to  accpm- 
plish  than  is  assigned  to  six  servants  of  an  African 
boon   Thus  being  accustomed  to  a  life  of  indolence  in 
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youth,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  indeed  to  acquire  a 
habit  of  industry  in  riper  age.  Those  who  have  be^ 
iHtHi^t  up  in  Hottentjot  kraab  have  been  accustomed 
still  more  to  idleness  and  sloth  than  even  those  who 
have  been  reared  in  the  service  of  the  boors.  Mr. 
Kicherer,  minister  of  Graaf  Reynet,  once  remarked 
to  me,  that  a  bushman  would  willingly  go  a  journey 
of  two  days  for  a  piece  of  tobacco ;  but  he  would  not 
dig  five  spadefuls  of  earth  for  the  same  reward ;  and 
from  what  I  have  since  seeii  of  that  people,  I  believe 
Mr.  Kicberer^s  testimony  to  be  correct 

Labour  and  civilization  are  not  to  be  forced  instan- 
taneously on  any  people,  but  must  be  effected  by 
gradual  progression.  The  Spaniards  in  South  America 
had  so  intense  a  thirst  for  the  golden  ore,  after  its 
discovery  and  conquest,  that  they  had  not  patience  to 
lead  forward  the  feeble  natives  of  that  region  by 
degrees  to  labour  in  their  mines,  but  compelled  them 
to  work  ly^e  men  that  had  been  long  inured  to  hard 
labour ;  the  result  was,  the  almost  entire  depopulation 
of  the  country. 

Hiat  many  of  the  Hottentots  of  Bethelsdorp  are 
industrious,  wfll  appear  by  the  statement  of  various 
&ots.  I  found  among  them  eighteen  different  em- 
ployments, viz.  smiths,  carpenters,  wa^on-makers, 
basket-makers,  blanket-makers,  (viz.  of  sheep  skins 
sewed  together  very  neatly,  bought  by  officers  in  the 
aiiny,  &c.)  tobacco-pipe-makers,  sawyers,  turners, 
hewers  of  wood,  carriers,  soap-boil^^  mat-maniifec' 
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turer%  stookingHnakeiSy  tayhm^  brick-amken^  tbatcbcnnsi 
coq)6i8^  and  Um^^buroens  likewise  an  audiooeer  aod 
amilkr.  That  tine  d^rteea  tnuke  exiat  at  Bethels- 
dorp,  I  bam  DO  doubt;  but  abookl  a  duui  think  of  a 
tnde  at  Betbekdorp  as  be  tbmks  of  a  trade  in  £a§- 
land,  be  woukljay  tliere  aro  oofy  ettrpeater%  amilfaii 
fiyrmeiB  and  tba  tcbers ;  but  that  woqU  be  as  ridicnkNtt^ 
as  if  a  penon  gpiag  to  a  ineod^s  house  to  see  his  fitet 
bom  son,  on  die  di^  of  bb  birth,  sfaoold expectto  find 
a  man  six  feet  hi^  and  go  away  disappoioled,  leB* 
ing  all  the  world  that  ba  saw  no  son,  but  oaiy  a  littfe 
creature  a  span  long.  People  forget  that  arts  among 
Hottentots  are  oidy  kt  tbek  kofiuicy.  Great  as  trades 
are  now  in  England,  tiaae  was  wben  they  were  aa  im- 
cooaideraUe  as  now  at  Bettielsdorpb 


I  fiDondalao  a  fund  niamtaked  by  the  oieaabefa  «f 
the  Institution  for  the  sopporC  of  the  poor  aad  §Uk,  • 
which  at  present  aiaoMttts  to  two  hawdrcd  aod  fi% 
rix  ddbfB.  Each  rix  dolkur  is  four  syilings  carreaqr* 
The  people  have  alaaoffved  to  buU  an  asyiinafor 
their  reception. 


There  ia  another  fond^  caUad  the  conmnn  fottd,  for 
defraying  expenaet  acarred  for  proaotJBg : 
praspcri(9  of  the  Inslitation,  which  amoimts  to 
hnaired  and  thirty  dollar^  and  about  thirty  hcadef 
citde.  The  origknl  stack  of  tfacaa  catte  were  pM- 
aaatad  «a  die  lastitolm  by  General  DoadaS) 
ba  waa  gptemr  of  tba  Cape;  aod  *ty  faaae 
pttaitftthaabofe 
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o  Tktj  hmesko  flbUodal,  duiiiig  ifaft  iMt  tn^dM 
months^  sesMpty  aX'^lbllMrs,  te  aid  Cbe^  Aind  of  Hjkm 
Missionary  Society.  They  have  likewise,  with  great 
1$bmt,  ickamd  moA  isdlpyatpd  mafty  fiokfe.  Though 
l.QamMa&j  all  I  «lmild  imAi  to  be  iMetosay,  m 
fMiM  jof  fiithdtdDcpioa  eitil  poinit  cf  ^eiir,  yet  tin 
ahapc  fikb  udM  bt  fiamng  to  the  minds  of  the  wapte^ 
jadicnd,  And  induoe  theai  f&oom  to  «xpect  to  liear  «f 


.  Jio  ttianorba  tatowa  attgr  thing  9f  the  JMbra^^aaA 
ni  onieflHi  thsrn  fnr  wMi  of  eoBeriioii  to  in^myft 
liiairpepfde  in cirilijliiin ^  yst « uMliDg itheir aetdo- 
QifMlBy  ]pQft«^jfiaiifa«tMtots]a:timrt9r]^^ 
aoMrty  skm'Snm^  tfae  mm  h  at  Bdbelsdorp,  and 
bfiog  iaM  mean  houses;  «nd  you  viU  iiear  (he  mn- 
siwaries  Bpeakingiralh  negret  oonceiiMig  the  indolence 
of  many  of  the  settlers.  Truth  however  obliges  me  M 
confess,  that  had  the  founder  of  Bethelsdorp  (Dn 
Vanderkemp,)  been  more  aware  of  the  importance  of 
dvilizaticHi,  there  might  at  least  have  been  more  ez-^ 
ternal  appearance  of  it  than  there  now  is.  He  seems 
to  have  judged  it  necessary,  rather  to  imitate  the 
savage  in  appearance,  than  to  induce  the  savage  to  imi- 
tate him — perhaps,  considering  his  conduct  counte- 
nanced by  what  Paul  says,  of  his  becoming  all  things 
to  all  men,  that  he'  might  gain  some.  The  doctor 
would  appear  in  public  without  hat,  stockings  or  shoes, 
and  ^yrobably  without  a  coat  I  leave  it  to  commen^- 
tators  to  determine  how  far  that  passage  did  or  did 
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not  countenance  his  practice ;  but  I  never  heard  of 
any  other  missionary  following  his  examfde. 

I  know  that  the  flying  reports  against  Bethdsdorp 
in  the  colony,  have  been  shipped  off  to  London  by 
gentlemen  of  various  casts ;  and  thou^  some  of  them 
can  say  that  they  have  seen  Bethelsdorp,  which  natu- 
rally gives  currency  to  their  reports,  yet  I  must  say 
that  I  never  heard  of  one  man  (though  I  made  itHjuiry,) 
who  ever  r^nained  a  sufficient  time  to  know  what  Be- 
thelsdorp  really  was.  Had  the  ground  on  which  the 
village  stands  been  fertile  enough  to  raise  trees  and 
gardens,  this  would  have  satined  most;  they  would 
have  written  in  praise  of  the  beauties  of  Bethelsdorp ; 
but  glory  to  God,  Bethelsdorp  ha^been  the  bhth  {dace 
of  many  a  child  of  God,  many  an  heir  of  eternal  life; 
yet  this  indubitaUe  fact  is  sddom  put  into  the  oppcH 
site  scale. 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  BETHELSDORP— TRAVELS  IN  ALBANY 
—ARRIVAL  AT  GRAHAM'S  TOWN. 


Albany,  (formerly  called  Zur^Feld,)  was  once 
the  couQby  of  the  Gooaquaas^  a  nation  now  extinct,  in 
consequence  partly  of  intermarriages  with  the  Hotten- 
tots on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Caffres  on  the  other, 
bMt  chiefly  by  the  murders  committed  by  the  Caffires. 
The  Caffires  had  long  maintained  possession  of  Albany, 
£rom  which  they  have  lately  been  driven  as  intruders, 
which  it  appears  they  were,  and  this  is  one  principal 
cause  of  the  {nesent  Caffire  war.  Albany  is  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Indian  ocean;  on  the  north  by 
Caffiiuria,  irom  which  it  is  divided  by  the  Great  Fish 
River;  on  the  west  by  the  Drosdy  of  Graaf  Reynet; 
and  on  the  south  by  the  Drosdy  of  Uitenhagen,  from 
which  it  is  separated  by  the  Sondag  riven  It  is  a 
country  which  remains  to  be  peopled,  as  there  are  few 
inhabitants,  except  at  military  posts,  which  have  been 
erected  to  check  the  incursions  of  the  Caffires,  who  are 
a  bold,  plundering,  and  enterprizing  nation.  Not- 
withstanding the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  military  at 
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these  posts,  the  Cafires  are  coDtioually  makiDg  de- 
{Nredations  upon  tbe  colonists,  and  carrying  off  their 
catde. 

The  goverament  having  kindly  oflfered  one  or  two 
places  in  that  dbtridt  for  new  missionary  stations,  I 
resolved  to  inspect  it  with  tbe  view  of  selecting  suitable 
situations.  While  I  remained  at  Bethelsdorp,  I 
obtained  much  information  respecting  it  from  Co- 
lonel VickeiSy  civil  and  military  commandant  of 
the  interior  districts,  to  whom  I  had  been  kindly 
recommended  by  letters  from  his  excdlency  Sir  John 
Crttdoek,  tbe  govtmor,  Md  H.  Alexander,  Esq«  oolo- 
iiial  seetietarf * 

Htivlhg  i«miiMd  abMt  three  m^fiks  M  BeilieMorp, 
I  difttertnin^  to  take  my  departart  on  a  jMimy  to 
ARMttiy  on  tb«  nnth  ^  A{>ril  1819,  accompanied  by 
my  worthy  fHtmli  iit^t^  Reirf  and  Ulbridit,  «^ 
i^tadries;  tite  f^nmt  iMgnitig  w  tiiavil with  me  to^ 
tte  MatioiiB,  Che  H^tef  Mly  fo  AlbiMay.  MbM  of  «b6 
ibbflHiittt^  of  Bethrildorp  ^Mdne'Oiit  (b#itlieii»  cktt 
dtfpartUM,  and  H(d  ukftMW^.  ^  W«liaMl  two^M^gtes 
of  itferr  dwtf,  aAd  ibtit  bdoA^^tft  tti*  fPtofde  6f 
Bt^OtelMdrp,  "who  weiWloiiiiconipUiy  M  telHefids^ftir 
a  i%w  days.  OOT  iOWtf  okeh  ttnd  a  thittl'WIiggdn  W6t« 
fojctfti  aif  at  GrtUit  RtyMt,  vrhere  ^e  e:ltpeibt«id^  t^ 
kfHv^  In  abdut  a  Iforinfght  Ufi^^iiMs  of  ia  huiMlr^ 
pbofAe  folkmtid  ti«  !fi(tMntheMit6ement  fot"  sotne  timb, 
t)ur  as  we  advi&i^  «^  «ur  j<)urfiey>  tiii^'  gradtiall^ 
teft  us,  and  iretufned  home. 
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'  At  tmtky  AM.  we  craned  Zwtirtkop's  mety  and  a 
little  afterwards  we  baited  at  a  salt  lake,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  circumference,  which  supplies  all  the 
Bonroundiiig  comtfy  mlib  that  necttsar;  article^  bjthe 
aoBccthig  and  transpartiif  of  whkh,  sooie  of  the  solders 
at  Bedxtedorp  obtain  part  of  their  Uviag:  Itexacdy 
ittombled  a  fidd  of  sum,  and  imiscdiatciky  mninded 
jne.  of  die  r^on  of  tbaoortfactorkig  winter.  Thoo^ 
fwe  otdyfaalted  ft)r  a  iev  mimtn,  our  people  ^filled 
two  sadn  fwidi  salt  to  aerw  w  oo  our  joamey.  Tlie 
watiir  at  tfaisr  time  was  about  eighteen  ioGbes  de^, 
mnd  the  whole  bottom  was  ccweied  widi  a  cn^t  of  liAt 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  thick ;  but  what  we  collected 
was  found  lying  loose  at  the  side,  being  driven  thither 
by  thte  litde  Wttfta  raised  by  the  Ti^« 

At  noon  we  crossed  the  Coo^  river,  and  ballad 

Ht  oee  FMi  for  tbe  sake  of  watar^  aa  excdlent  fbun- 

"lain  of  which  was  oo  tbe  side  of  a  brook  of  ;brack- 

ish  watery   wbiefa/lMd.a  oauscoiia  taste;  yet  tbis 

^bontain  has  .  probably  remained .  for  ^  teirturie^  v  past 

cboaibed  up  and  almost  invisitde  by  rushes  and'  weeds, 

.because dt ifoeld  lequire: leutor  twenty) nmntetlabeur 

to  removsiifaese  obstniQtion&  ^Od  viewii^  kthro^gjb 

tbe  rushes^  a  spsMb  waa  sent  fir,  and  sdl  presoot  in- 

yiteA-  to  assist  in  .  clearing  away  what  ooanaled>  it, 

^hile  Messrs.  Head  and  Bardet  dog  out  the  mod, 

diid  formed  it  mto  s  proper  sba|ieb:  In  a  viiy:  short 

time  it  assumed^  the  appearance  of  a^aeat  ami  eitan 

:weB»  inriiting  to  aU  who  idewed  k.*    We  aainmi  it 
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fiartlet's  Fouotaioy  because  he  was  chief  workman  on 
the  ofCTWM^- 


Abqut  thirty  persons,  besides  our  own  party,  dmed 
upon  the  grass.  After  dinner,  a  Hottoitot  beloiq;ing 
to  Bethelsdorp  approached  us^  nxmnted  upon  an  ox^ 
Being  asked  wb^e  he  had  been,  be  said  very  simply, 
that  he  had  hem  to  a  place  in  Albany  in  search  of  a 
kpife  he  had  left  behind  him  when  there,  and  that  he 
had  found  it  This  was  a  journey  of  sixty  miles  for  a 
dasp  knife,  which  in  the  coloiq^  is  only  worth  dghteoi 
pence,  irrespective  of  the  hazard  of  not  finding  it 
among  the  grass. 

At  five  P.M.  we  descended  Murderer's  Hei^t,  so 
called  in  consequence  of  some  Cafiires  having  murdered 
anumber  of  Hottentots  there,  about  twenty  years  ago. 
A  little  after  sun-set  we  came  to  the  banks  of  die 
Sondag,  (pt  Sunday)  river,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  this  part  of  Afirica,  and  divides  the  Deputy  Drosdy 
of  Albany  frota .  the  Drosdy  oi  Uitenhagen.  We 
walked  down  the  steep  sides  of  the  river  to  examine 
its  depth,  as  two  waggons  had  been  overturned  two 
days  before  by  the  strength  of  the  current  when 
attemptii^  to  cross  it,  and  were  with  difficulty  saved. 
The  stream  was  broad  and  rapid.  One  of  our  Hot- 
tentots examined  the  fi>rd  on  horseback,  pointing  out 
the  shaUowest  place  for  our  waggons  to  cross.  My 
waggon  was  allowed  the  honour  of  crossing  fiiBt  If 
mine  had  been  carried  down  by  the  current,  the  otfiers 
would  not  have  attempted  to  cross^  till  the  following 
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nxHtuog;  but  there  was  another  and  better  reason; 
as  the  oxen  in  my  waggon  were  (be  best,  their  crosrii^ 
would  incite  the  others  to  follow.  In  the  course  of  an 
hour  all  our  fire  waggons  and  the  driven  oxen  safely 
arrived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Two  oi  the 
oxen  in  one  of  the  waggons  lay  down  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  seemingly  fit>m  terror,  which  occasioned 
some  trouble.  However,  by  addii^  ten  oxen  to  the 
twelve  that  were  already  yoked  to  the  waggon,  the 
passage  was  eSkcted.  We  halted  for  the  n^t  about 
three  miles  higher  up  the  river. 

lOtb.  We  were  all  on  foot  at  sun-rise,  and,  after 
w<»rship  and  breakfast  were  ready  to  proceed  on  our 
journey;  but  the  oxisa  havii^  strayed,  not  one  could 
be  found.  This  was  occa^oned  by  the  country  being 
covered  with  tall  bushes,  much  Ugher  than  the  cattle, 
consequently  th^  cannot  be  seen  at  a  distance.  How- 
ever, in  about  three  hoars,  twdve  of  our  people  re- 
tained driving  the  cattle  beCote  them,  which  was  an 
agreeable  sight  About  two  o'clock  we  halted  under 
trees  at  the  hill  Addo,  where  an  act  of  generalship 
bad  been  performed  by  a  party  of  Caffirei^,  against  a 
commando  of  boors,  who,  with  their  Hottentot  ser* 
vtats  came  to  oppose  them.  The  advance,  of  the 
Dutch  army  was  along  the  low  country.  The  Caffiies 
cut  down  many  trees  and  bushes,  with  which  Uiey 
blodced  up  the  road,  placing  a  detachment  behind; 
On  the  boors  coming  up,  th^  attempted  to  remove 
t^  obstruction.    Wlnle  thus^employed,  the  Caffieb 
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i^pmt  n£  their  oomfaaj.kf  maotim  ns}^ 
mko:.vowamg  ,imkwd  .iImJmobb^  voniHiBded  «beMw 
Tbt^  cttttod  &ir  iquaitav  And  ohtBined  it^  irim.Aof 
«MM  to  AH  <y»iMt,  iint  tfae  koan  sknU  itMni 
4i0fiic»  i«nd  not.£rtba*.indB8tllieKi;  juponiiih^  tlie 
Cblfiras  raBtored  te  tbea  Itair  aeims,  laod  bid  tkmm 
dcfiitj  iMit  4be  peofiriiau  booaibBfkigMOMtfy  jent 

^aoMB  ttfV^Oi  bU  the  iboors  ftttvpon  tiie  iMnispoctnig 
C«diiefv  •iidaremdl»iB9e<le8tro3faBd  tbcm  ai. 

Departed  from  Addo  hill  about  five  P.M.  and  at 
-m^  (oVdockbabedttev'iaGkuiipof^Mei  tnjiiQpeQ 
-QMiiitry.  The  ifeei  i«s  ,k>w  dwypffis,  ap  tibok 
Ihat  thttjr  w«re  iiifWfirahlfl,  a«pi  at  wbaA  Am^ 
11^010^  iumi^  ii4uoh  tppetufidioJie  nade  by  itha  wdi 
hBKii;  tbt  <olfa«r  wftS  a  Juod  «{  i^use,  cut  out  ffto- 
JkMj  by  Urn  CeMm.  Thie  ffflMnfatogp  tjffdiH  #«y 
^aoiforlMple  rhetor  dudng  Ibe  oigfitt  fi^m  itbe  wkii, 
iiriiiQb.ibtew  oold.  Jnibe  dniddlr  <if  thki^n^ibocM^ 
«  teqge;  ifiitt  i9a8  jqnaAily  IdDdUi,  whiA^par«ipimy 
fwnmadid,  whm  Mr.  UliMricht,  tby  ifae  anistMiee  of 
IK9»  md  pmtdk,  iwd  ;a  obapter  of  saojp^m^  mai 
Jiddreaaod  bs  tima  k;  afiar  wjiich  \iie  pngngort  m 
|if|tyw  aod  fiaia^  as  .was  our  ixnitaBi  jdonog  4be 
§mxm^.  A  pMBtng  of  ihe  tqhiow  toauiiteDaiiceft  *^ 
♦lig?c  wmspmiy^ ;  and  Ae  umriMi  psMorea  in  vslakk  thqr 
mtf  W  dinomeyad  i>y  tbe  :fi9&-U^  twQidd  kaw  beea 
ihigbly  gntifying  to  £nm^  ia  fingUmd.  WAr^iip 
Mi«  lo^m,  the  cwqaaqr  ^difparsed  t*  ^w  tytf^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A>AtL.3  JOURKEY  IK  ALBAKT.  iSf 


fims,  and  «ve  repaired  to  cor  lents  to  sap.  Mats  were 
tbM  spmd  ttoder  tde  tfaidfet,  where  most  of  our 
people  had  a  good  ni{^t*s  rest 

1 1th.  Alter  Mn-rise,  Mr.  Read  led  the  worship, 
when  we  departed  with  tfie  view  of  reaching  a  boor's 
place,  where  there  was  a  imlitary  station,  that  they 
flligbt  have  ao  opportanity  (being  the  Lord's  day,)  to 
hear  (he  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  The  country  fhrongh 
which  we  travelled,  thoogh  oompleatly  in  a  state  of 
nature,  was  beautiful  in  the  extreme,  much  resembling 
a  noUemaa's  pait  in  England.  The  ground  was 
CQTOfed  with  the  finest  grass,  interspersed  with  'single 
tiees  aod  clumps  of  trees  in  all  directions,  which 
appeared  a  dMuming  spot  for  a  missionary  settlement. 

About  ^ewa  A.M.  arrived  at  the  military  station. 
The  oftcer  with  his  soldiers,  and  the  boor  with  his 
fiunUy  attended  our  meeting  for  worship,  and  thank- 
folly  received  the  tracts  we  had  for  distribution.  There 
being  mother  nnlitary  station  about  three  hours  journey 
distant,  where  many  of  the  Bethelsdorp  Hottentots, 
belonging  to  the  Cape  regiment  were,  we  employed 
one  of  our  waggons  and  went  to  visit  them.  Our  road 
was  a  kind  of  foot  path  over  hills,  and  was  attended 
%vith  some  diflkuhy  to  the  waggon.  At  five  P.M.  we 
came  In  sight  of  a  beautiful  vrfley  between  the  moun- 
tains, of  about  four  miles  extent.  The  sides  of  the 
mountains  were  covered  with  Caf&e  gardens,  amoi^ 
the  trees,  iirom  whence  thejr  had  lately  been  driven  by 
the  ndikary.    The  ^eletons  of  mmy  of  their  houses 
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remained,  and  some  tobacco  was  still  growii^ ;  hut 
the  whole  of  their  com  fields  were  destroyed.    The 
hills  were  covered  with  trees  to  the  top,  and  were 
divided  by  the  course  of  a  river.     Fonneriy  the  whole 
was  covered  with  Cafifre  villages,  but  now  there  is  not 
A  living  soul,  but  stiUness  every  where  reigns.     On 
reaching  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  we  turned  round 
the  hill  which  formed  the  opposite  side,  on  our  right, 
which  introduced  us  into  a  small  circular  plain,  yield- 
ing abundant  grass  of  the  richest  kind.    The  scenery 
around  was  romantic  and  grand  in  tlie  highest  d^ree. 
The  road  from  this  plain  to  the  fort  lay  through  a 
narrow  pass  betweoi  impending  mountains,  clothed 
with  the  trees  of  former  ages.    It  was  nearly  dark, 
and  we  had  reason  to  suspect  that  the  Cafiires  lay 
concealed  in  the  woods.    Owing  to  the  windings  of 
the  river,  we  had  to  cross  it  several  times,  and  the 
steep  ascents  and  descents  affi>rded  additional  trouble. 
At  length  we  arrived  at  the  desired  fort,  where  I 
found  both  the  officers  who  commanded  were  my 
countrymen;   Messrs.   Bogle  and  Mackinnes,   fix)m 
Glasgow  and  Galloway,  who  received  us  very  kindly. 
Their  situation  is  so  retired  and  remote  from  the 
habitations  of  other  men,  that  they  seem  to  live  almost 
out  of  the  world.    The  Hottaitots  who  accompanied 
us  were  received  joyfully  by  their  brethren,  the  soldiers 
in  the  fort,  who  were  about  fifty ;  indeed  the  whole 
g^urison  consisted  of  Hottentots,  except  the  two  officers 
and  two  of  the  Serjeants.    After  a  cup  of  coflfee,  Mr* 
Bead,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commanding  officer, 
preached  to  the  peofde  of  the  garrison,  our  company, 
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and  the  Hottentots  who  had  taken  refuge  under  the 
protection  of  the  fort,  in  number  about  a  hundred. 
After  UHich  conversation  we  retired  to  rest 

18th.  During  the  night  there  was  much  rain.  At 
seven  A.M.  Mr.  Ulbricht  preached  to  the  people,  who 
were,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  very  attentive.  Mr. 
Bogle  had  resided  here  eighteen  months,  during  which 
tune  he  had  received  but  three  visitors,  all  officers. 
It  is  wonderful  that  men  are  found  willing  to  make 
so  great  a  sacrifice,  for  such  an  object.  Their  country 
can  scarcely  repay  them;  The  garrison  is  surrounded 
by  a  ditch  and  palisadoes  sufficient  to  prevent  surprise 
from  the  Caffires  in  the  ni^t 

We  resolved  to  depart  in  search  of  a  place  which 
Colonel  Vickers  recommended  as  proper  for  a  mis- 
sionary station,  but  had  difficulty  to  ascertain  where 
it  was,  as  hardly  any  place  in  that  paradise  of  a 
country  has  received  a  name.  No  doubt  the  Gona- 
quaas,  and  after  them  the  Caffi^  gave  names  to 
many  of  the  hOlsy  rivers,  and  brooks,  but  most  of  these 
are  unknown. 

Had  there  not  been  war,  we  certainly  should  have 
visited  Geika,  the  Caffi^  king^  whose  residence  is 
hardly  five  days  journey  fix)m  Mr.  Bogle's  post 

At  eleven  we  departed,  attended  by  the  guide  we 
had  farou^  from  the  fort  at  Sand-flat,  where  the  rest 

T  a 
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of  our  waggoQs  remained^  and  six  HottedtotB  fhxn 
Mr.  Bogle,  to  whom  be  bad  gtren  passes.  One  of 
tbem  was  a  Serjeant  wbo,  baving  symptoms  of  a  de- 
cline,  was  anxious  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  going 
with  us  to  the  Drosdy  to  consult  the  medical  gentle- 
men there.  Mr  Boj^  with  great  bumaoity,  takes 
care  of  a  Caffire  girl  about  five  years  of  age^  wboee 
mother  was  accidentally  kiQed  in  a  skirmkb,  and 
whose  father  fled  with  bis  countrymen  into  Caffiraria. 
Sbe  has  a  pleasant  appearance^  and  seems  at  home  in 
the  garrison.  Her  seeing  her  &ther  again  depends  on 
peace  being  restored  between  the  colony  and  the 
Cafires^  which  in  all  probability  will  not  be  soon. 
The  water  at  the  post  is  good^  yet  has  the  appearance 
of  being  mixed  with  milk. 

At  noon,  the  rain  began  to  £ei11  very  fitst,  while 
travelling  along  Zuurberg,  (or  Sour-bill^)  which  ren- 
dered the  descent  so  slippeiy  that  it  was  difficult  to 
manage  the  waggon,  the  oxen  being  unable  to  keep  it 
back.  The  appearance  of  the  country  was  beautifol, 
and  abounded  with  hUls,  trees,  and  Terdant  grass. 
We  again  passed  many  Caffire  gardens,  which  had 
lately  been  destroyed  by  the  soldiery,  lest  they  should 
be  a  temptation  to  the  Caffines  to  return.  On  eiamin- 
ing  the  ground  which  we  supposed  was  that  which  had 
been  recommended  for  a  missionary  station,  there  did 
not  appear  to  be  a  sufficient  quantity  x>f  water,  and 
the  pools  we  saw  am  probably  without  water  altogether 
in  the  dry  seasons.    There  is  kideed  pten^  of  stone 
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for  btiildioi^  on  varidas  partt  of  die  ground^  the  gcass 
k  good|  aiKl  timber  for  bufldiog  abounds  in  every 
dkectioD. 

We  arrivod  about  four  P.M.  at  our  waggons  at 
Sand-flat  Tbey  bad  bad  an  uncommon  fall  of  snow 
during  our  absence.  Though  we  bad  travelled  over  a 
part  of  the  country  where  elephants  and  other  wild 
beasts  abound,  and  where  Cafiires  often  lurk,  we 
Mitber  saw  tior  heard  any  of  them# 

.  When  all  our  waggons  were  packed  and  nearly 
ready  to  depart,  it  was  juc^;^  better  to  postpone  our 
journey  uotil  the  morning,  rather  than  begin  it  only 
an  hour  before  sun^set,  as  the  road  was  somewhat  in- 
tricate. We  visited  Lieutenant  Flechwood,  the  officer 
at  the  military  post,  whom  we  found  sitting  in  his  but, 
attentively  pehisiog  the  Newspapers  I  had  left  with 
bim*  He  is  the  only  officer  at  tbe  post,  which  reodeni 
bis  situation  extremely  sditary,  having  none  to  asso« 
ciata  with  except  tbe  commoo  soldiers,  and  a  hoot 
and  family  who  know  nothing.  He  is  a  native  of 
Hesse,  in  Germany,  where  having  aided  in  an  insur- 
taction  against  the  French,  in  whidi  most  of  tbe  insur- 
gonts  were  slain,  be  escaped,  with  two  otben^  to 
Eiq^d,  and  obtained  fit>m  tbe  Duke  of  York,  a 
oommitf  ion  in  tbe  60th  re^^medt  His  library  con- 
sirted  only  of  a  Dictionary  and  Almanack,  whicb 
rendered  bb  situation  the  more  irkaoae ;  be  mad^ 
however,  no  comfilaifits 
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Tbe  ants  are  remarkably  troublesome  there.  Lieut 
Flechwood  told  us,  that  his  sugar  and  butter  were 
constantly  infested  by  them.  Mr.  Read  recommended 
placing  them  in  the  middle  of  a  bason  of  water  as  the 
only  preventive,  for  even  though  suspended  from  the 
roof  by  a  small  cord,  they  would  find  their  way  by 
that  cord. 

13th.  Left  Sand-flat  at  seven  in  the  morning,  and 
soon  came  in  sight  of  some  Springbucks,  which  afforded 
great  entertainment,  from  their  springing  at  least  six 
feet  every  leap  in  height,  and  several  yards  in  length. 
However  near  a  person  may  be  to  them,  no  motion 
of  their  legs  can  be  perceived;  the  instant  they  touch 
the  ground  after  one  spring,  they  rise  again  into  the 
air,  which  makes  their  motion  resemble  flying.  At 
nine  A.M.  we  passed  a  military  post,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Easson:  near  it  I  observed  an  ant-hill, 
the  larg^  I  had  se^  apparendy  about  five-feet  in 
beif^t,  and  twelve  in  circumference:  we  then  crossed 
Bushmen's  River,  and  halted  for  worship  and  InreakfiASt 
on  the  other  side. 

Departed  at  three  P.M.  travelling  oiver  a  levd 
country,  widiout  tree  or  bush,  till  eij^t  in  the  evening 
when  we  halted  at  Assagai  Bush,  near  to  which  stands 
a  fort  and  a  boor's  house.  The  boor  tdd  us  ^y 
bad  been  huntii^  two  lions  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  without  success,  owing  to  the  number  of  bushes, 
and  that  th^  had  seen  many  elq[rfiantB  on  die  plains 
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none  of  us  however  were  anxious  to  see  tbeni)  being 
of  Ihe  same  mind  with  an  officer,  who  said  he  never 
wished  to  see  wild  beasts,  except  when  he  had  to 
pay  for  the  sight ;  th^n  he  believed  he  was  safe.  The 
night  was  wet  and  uncomfortable.  Thermometer  at 
DOCHl,  65. 

Hdi.  Departed  at  ei^t  A.M.  and  travelled  over 
an  extended  {rfain  till  two  P.M.  During  this  mox^e* 
ment  we  saw  four  droves  of  quachas,  which  seem  to 
be  a  species  of  the^bra,  shaped  like  an  ass,  but  the 
size  of  a  mule --two  droves  of  eiland  (or  dk,)  about 
the  size  of  an  ox,  with  long  straight  horns,  wluch  lie 
QMich  upon  die  shoulders  when  running.  We  killed 
a  young  one,  which  was  immediately  skinned,  and  cut 
up,  and  part  of  it  eaten  for  dinner.  We  were  also 
gratified  by  anodier  sight  of  springbucks,  when  the 
hri^t  they  sprang  was  almost  incrediUe ;  the  ground 
on  which  th^  lighted  seemed  as  if  it  had  4beeQ 
elaatia 

During  the  day,  one  of  our  Hottentots  saw  five 
dephants  on  the  other  side  of  a  small  hill,  near  the 
|dace  where  we  halted  In.  the  evening,  not  being 
able  to  get  forward  in  consequence  of  the  rain,  I 
invited  three  well  informed  Hottentots  into  my  ten^ 
who  had  resided  in  Cafiineland,  in  order  to  obtain. a!i 
much  additional  information  as  I  ciould,  respecting 
that  people.  Having  aboirt  nxty  questions  written,  I 
proposed  these  in  their  o^den  When  wCi  had  goti 
abcMit  half  through  the  list,  die  Hottentots  feeling 
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thetntelves  grettly  fiUigued  by  the  eibrt  of  miiifl 
which  the  anawers  required,  b^g^d  that  what  remaiaed 
might  be  put  off  to  another  time,  upon  which  our 
company  broke  up.  The  rain  coming  hat  through 
the  tent,  induced  us  to  try  a  fire  in  the  inside  to  keep 
it  dry;  but  the  smoke  soon  obliged  us  to  remove  it 

15th*  The  people  were  dispatched  at  an  early  hour 
to  collect  and  bring  in  our  eatde,  in  order  to  prooeedl 
tn  our  journey.  While  at  breakfast,  we  obserwd 
Boo2ak  on  horseback,  galloping  down  a  hill  oppoale, 
when  I  predicted  be  was  a  messenger  of  bad  tidings, 
that  the  Cafires  had  carried  off  our  cattle*  On 
arriving,  he  ran  to  his  gun,  saymg,  the  Cafires  had 
carried  off  the  oxen !  In  a  few  minutes  six  of  ou9 
people  were  dispatched  in  search  of  them,  and  a 
messenger  on  horadMick  sent  to  Lieutenant  Ga^e,  who 
commanded  the  nearest  military  post,  with  the  lafor* 
matfen,  requesting  his  assistaoee  to  recover  theas* 
We  retained  two  or  three  armed  men  for  our  owQ 
protection.  This  was  a  new  situation  in  which  we 
were  i^ced,  having  waggons,  but  not  a  sinji^  animal 
to  draw  them»  and  the  heavens  pouring  down  mm 
m  torrents.  At  nine  A.M.  we  heard  distinedy  th« 
report  of  three  guns,  which  our  people  copjectored 
was  a  signal  that  the  oxen  wcra  recovered.  At  lea 
A.M.  Mr.  Read  called  to  me  that  the  cattle  were  in 
light,  soon  aAer  which  they  arrived.  It  did  not  appear 
tbat  the  cattle  had  been  eanried  off  by  the  Ceffi«V 
but  rather  that  a  lion  or  vrolfe  had  dnvan  them  in^o  9 
wood^  wfakh  they  often  do  to  keep  them  iat  flitnte 
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occasions  of  necessity.    This  occurrence  convinced  us 
that  the  cattle  ought  to  be  kept  nearer  the  waggons  in 
the  night,  and  that  one  person  at  least  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  watch  them.    A  second  messenger  was  im- 
mediately dispatched  to  Lieutenant  Gare  to  inform 
him  of  the  recovery  of  the  cattle,  to  prevent  trouble  to 
him  or  hb  soldiers.    Thermometer,  at  noon,  58,  and 
much  rain.     Some  of  our  people  ware  of  opinion  that 
the  cattle  were  taken  away  by  the  Caffres,  and  that 
they  had  driven  them  into  the  wood  to  conceal  them 
daring  the  day,  and  bad  fled  in  consequence  of  seeing 
^  Hottentots  approach  with  their  muskets.    At  five, 
P.M.  a  corporal  and  eight  Hottentot  soldiers  arrived 
after:  a  fruitless  search  for  our  catde.    Though  it  had 
rained  hard  the  wbde  time  they  had  been  travellings 
they  made  no  complaint,  nor  indeed  did  they  speak  a 
word  about  their  journey,  but  shook  hands  with  their 
friends  who  were  with  us,  and  conversed  with  them, 
while  we  made  a  little  tea  for  their  refreshment    9lie 
corporal  and  several  others  belonged  to  Bethelsdorp. 
When  the  oxai  were  found,  they  were  very  israrm,  and 
so  tired  that  they  could .  hardly  be  driven  back.    In 
consequence  of  the  rain  continuing  to  fall  Ac  whole 
day,  we  could  not  move  forward,  for  the  oxen  cannot 
endure  travelling  in  it,  as  it  injures  their  necks  so 
much  by  rubbing  against  the  yoke.    I  spent  most  of 
the  afternoon  and  evening  in  obtaining  information 
respecting  the  CaflSre  nation  from  our  Hottentots. 
Our  tent  was  pitched  at  the  side  bf  the  ruins  of  a 
boor's  house,   whose  name  was  Grobler,  who  with 
another  farmer  was  murdered  there  by  tbe  Caffires. 
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One  of  our  Hottentots  was  presrat  wben  the  murder 
was  conunitted.    Thermometer  58. 

16th.  The  weather  was  so  improved  that  we  were 
able  to  remove  from  Grobler's  place  at  eight,  A.M. 
Shordy  after  our  departure  our  people,  including  the 
soldiers,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty,  surrounded  a 
flock  of  Hartbucks,  but  thouf^  shots  were  fired  in  all 
dn^ctions,  and  one  or  two  were  wounded,  not  one  fell. 
We  fiiequently  passed  the  holes  of  wolves,  jackals, 
8cc.  The  mouths  of  some  of  them  were  bo  concealed 
by  the  grass,  that  caution  was  necessary  to  escape 
falling  into  them.  The  sight  of  them  often  reminded 
me  of  the  saying  of  Jesus,  that  the  £3xes  have  hotefl^ 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  niaa 
hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head. 

At  ten,  A.M.  we  crossed  the  Kareka  river,  whi<^ 
is^e  deepest  we  had  passed.  The  road  was  strewed 
with  the  dung  of  elephants.  At  noon  we  came  in 
sight  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  which  made  a  pleasant 
finish  to  the  charming  prospect  before  us.  The  scene 
was  beautifully  diversified  by  die  various  forms  c^  the 
low  green  hills,  studded  with  tufts  of  trees,  somewhat 
resembling  a  park  in  England. 

At  one,  P.M.  we  came  to  Lombards  Fort,  cmnr 
manded  by  lieutenants  Gare  (from  Fortrose)  and 
Laycock,  whose  lady  was  the  first  I  had  seen  in  the 
district  of  Albany.  I  felt  for  her  as  a. poor  sectary. 
We  thanked  them  most  sincerely  for  then-  kindn^  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APEiL,]  JOURNEY  IN  ALBANY.  147 

dispatching  so  readily  a  party  after  our  cattle^  wben 
supposed  to  be  carried  off  by  tlie  Cafires,  and  for  thear 
obliging  oflfer  to  assist  us  in  any  other  way  in  their 
j;)ower.  The  ground  there  seemed  extremdy  fertile, 
which  the  state  of  the  garden  abundantly  proved,  in 
which  every  thing  was  growing  luxuriandy.  I  had  not 
seen  any  trees  in  Africa  so  loaded  with  oranges,  as  a 
row  which  separated  the  garden  from  a  wood  behind, 
fitMBQ  which  Mr.  Gare  gave  us  a  liberal  supply.  After 
dining  with  him,  we  set  off  at  the  going  down  of  the 
sun,  and  reached  Lieutenant  Sutherland's  post,  who 
received  us  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and  ftimisbed 
us  with  a  supfdy  of  candles,  of  which  we  were  desti* 
tnte,  and  expected  to  remain  so  till  our  people  should 
have  leisure  to  make  some  fiY)m  the  fat  of  the  animals 
we  killed.  The  Hottentot  soldiers  who  could  be 
spared  fix>m  duty,  were  permitted  to  attend  our  wor* 
ship  at  the  waggons. 

17th.  At  eight,  A.M.  we  break&sted  in  the  fort^ 
and  at  ten  departed.  Seven  of  the  people  accompa- 
nied us  part  of  the  way  on  oxen,  through  a  country 
uncommonly  beautiful;  the  hills  were  green  to  the 
top  like  those  in  Sussex,  and  the  grass  Ugh  and  good. 
At  no(m  we  came  to  Reed  River  Fortj  commanded 
by  captain  Linch,  who  likewise  shiewed  us  every  atten- 
tion. We  dined  with  htm,  and  before  parting  he  pre- 
SCTted  me  with  a  large  tooth  of  the  Hippopotamus. 
The  sldn  of  tliis  animal  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
^bidi.  A  bullet,  which  had  been  shot  at  that  which 
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I  sawy  had  not  penetrated  above  half  throu^  the 
skin. 

This  fort  is  the  last  towards  the  ocean ;  of  comw, 
when  we  left  it,  at  three,  P.M.  we  had  no  more  visible 
path.  We  travelled  among  long  grass  on  the  sides  of 
the  hills,  accompanied  by  two  Hottentot  soldiers  as 
guides,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cowie  or  Buffido  River, 
which  is  the  only  (dace  in  that  quarter  where  it  can 
be  crossed,  and  th^^  we  arrived  about  sun-set  The 
lightning,  which  is  almost  every  ni^t  in  Caffipeland, 
near  which  we  then  were,  was  uncommonly  vivid; 
about  twenty  flashes  every  minute,  attended  with  much 
thunder  over  our  heads.  The  sea  raging  and  fioaming 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant,  added  much  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  scene.  The  tent  on  which  I  was  writing 
stood  among  trees.  The  night  was  dark  and  dismal ;  but 
the  lightning  now  and  then  made  it  resemble  midday. 
When  going  to  bed  in  the  waggon,  I  readily  found 
every  thing  I  wanted,  by  means  ctf  the  lightning. 

18th.  After  a  good  night's  rest,  I  was  pleased  to 
find  every  thing  tranquil  in  the  momii^.  After  wor- 
ship and  breakfast  we  walked  along  the  beach,  ad* 
miring  the  ocean's  foaming  billows,  as  one  of  the  works 
of  God,  and  none  of  the  least  wonderfiiL  When  Mr. 
Smith  had  preached  to  our  company,  our  guides  con- 
sidared  the  tide  nearly  at  its  lowest  ebb,  wba:«fore.we 
prepared  to  cross  the  river,  by  putting  such  things  as 
were  likdy  to  be  most  injured  by  salt  water,  as  high 
in  the  waggon  as  possible.     About  eleven,  A.M.  we 
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eDtered  the  river,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  its  mouth : 
it  had  a  formidable  aspect,  being  at  least  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  broad.    A  soldier  on  horseback  led  the  way, 
to  shew  us  the  best  passage.    Two  or  three  times  his 
horse's  head  only  appeared  above  water :  it  was  the 
same  with  our  oxen,  their  backs  being  in  the  water, 
and  at  one  place  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  swimming.    When  tlie  last  waggon  was  within 
about  a  hundred  yards  of  the  other  side,  one  of  the 
leading  oxen  sunk  in  a  swamp  nearly  to  the  neck,  and 
with  considerable  difficulty  was  extricated  from  it 
Immediately  on  arriving  at  the  beach,  we  were  obliged 
to  ascend  a  narrow  and  nearly  perpendicular  path 
across  a  wood,  which  was  also  troublesome  in  coose* 
quence  of  some  of  the  trees  projecting  over  the  path, 
which  obliged'^us  to  cut  down  large  branches,  to  give 
room  for  our  waggons  to  pass.   Limbs  of  trees,  broken 
off  by  the  shoulders  of  elephants  when  passing,  formed 
also  obstructions.    I  examined  one  of  the  foot-marks 
of  this  huge  animal,    which  appeared  about  fifteen 
inches  across.     Had  any  of  them,  when  coming  down 
that  long  and  narrow  pass  to  drink  in  the  river,  met 
us,  I  know  not  what  might  have  been  the  consequence, 
as  there  was  no  room  for  our  waggons  to  turn,  and 
dephants^  it  seems,  will  not  give  way;  as  for  our  bul- 
lets, being  only  lead,  they  would  not  have  felt  them. 
Many  of  their  footsteps  were  but  newly  made,  which 
our  Hottentots  knew,  from  the  grass  which  they  had 
pressed  down  not  being  then  risen  up.     However,  by 
a  kind  providence,  we  got  safely  throu^  tl^  wood^ 
which  extended  upwards  of  a  mile  across^  and  bid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


150  JOURNEY  IN  ALBANY.  [1815. 

farewel  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  Indian 
Ocean,  to  travel  across  the  continent  till  we  should 
reach  the  western,  shores,  and  the  Ethiopic  Oceaq, 
which  I  hoped  to  find  practicable. 

On  the  beach  near  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  River, 
some  soldiers  belonging  to  CMie  of  the  forts  had  been 
fishing,  and  having  thrown  the  entrails  of  the  fishes 
they  caught  into  the  sea,  a  number  of  sharks  were 
thereby  collected.  As  one  of  the  soldier  s  children  wat 
walking  near  the  water,  a  shark  made  a  spring  at  him, 
and  nearly  had  him  in  his  mouth.  A  red  frock  which 
the  child  wore  was  thought  to  have  engaged  the  atteur 
tion  of  this  ravenous  animal. 

Our  travelling  was  now  in  trackless  deserts,  fi>r  there 

were  no  paths,  except  such  as  had  been  formed  by  wild 

beasts  going  to  drink.    One  of  our  Hottentots  brought 

me  from  a  pool,  which  we  were  passing,  one  of  the  finest 

water  flowers  I  had  ever  seen.    It  was  nearly  the  size 

and  shape  of  an  ordinary  sun-flower,  but  its  colours 

resembled  those  of  the  passion  flower,  and  the  scent 

was  very  gratdul,  somewhat  resembling  the  sweet  pea. 

tt  grows  in  the  water,  near  the  side.   The  outer  leaves 

are  of  a  very  l^ht  blue;  the  first  row  of  petals  are 

dark  brown,  having  each  a  l^t  blue  ball  at  their  tops; 

the  next  rows,  which  are  more  thinly  scattered,  are 

light  ydlow,  with  darl^er  blue  tops;  the  centre^  which 

is  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  is  still  darker  yellow. 

JBeing  no  botamst,  I  knew  not  its  name,  or  whether  it 

lias  a  name;  but  it  deserves  to  .be  caUed  the  star 
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flower.     Mr;  Ulbricbt  brought  mie  a  wild  fruit,  nearly 
of  the  shafie  of  a  heu's  egg;  the  upper  part  was  red 
like  a  cherry;  it  was  tapering  towards  the  bottom,  and 
yellow  was  most  curiously  intermingled  with  the  red; 
and  about  half  an  inch  from  the  stalk  it  was  daric 
green,  so  that  at  first  sight  I  thought  it  was  a  cup  to 
the  fruit    Its  external  appearance  was  d^ant,  but 
the  taste  was  nauseous.    After  travelling  about  an 
hour  we  halted  at  a  pool  of  water,  which  was  at  about 
three  hours  distance  from  Caffinaria.    Thou^  we  had 
about  thirty  Hottentots  in  our  company,  not  one  had 
ever  before  been  in  that  part  of  Africa.  In  the  afternoon 
two  of  our  people  fell  in  with  a  large  dephant,  but 
they  were  afraid  to  molest  him  by  attempting  to  shoot 
him,  as  it  was  in  a  plain,  and  there  was  no  place  of 
lefiige  near.    The  lightning  commenced  at. sun-set, 
and  the  thunder  about  half  after  wl  Thermometer,  at 
noon,  71* 

19th.  Bdbre  sun-rise  I  heard  a  volley  of  muskets 
fired  off,  but  knew  not  on  what  occasion,  till  the  good 
news  was  brought  us  that  a  bu&lo  was  killed,  which 
I  perceived  afforded  great  [Measure  to  our  Hottentots^ 
who,  from  their  habits,  wish  to  live  almost  entirely 
upon  animal  food.  On  getting  out  of  the  waggw  I 
walked  to  the  spot,  where  I  f6und  them  busy  in 
skinning  the  animal,  whidi  was  very  large — I  suf^KMe 
half  as  large  agatin  as  one  of  omr  oxen,  with'  most 
formidable  horns,  which  I  brou^t  with  nie  to  Eng- 
land  In  about  an  hour  they  had  cut  up  the  buftalo, 
and  put  the  jueces  into  three  waggons,  after  which  we 
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proceeded  on  our  journey.    The  moruing  felt  cold. 
At  nine,  A.M.  the  thermometer  stood  at  62.    On  our 
way  we  saw  six  ostriches  running  very  swiftly  along, 
but  our  dog  Succo  following  them,  they  were  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  their  wings  to  assist  in  making  their 
escape,  which  made  it  half  running,  half  flying.    Many 
quachas  were  seen  at  a -distance,  and  one  drove  passed 
very  near  us.    They,  like' most  of  the  wild  beasts  we 
saw,  ran  in  a  continued  line,  one  following  another. 
At  ten,  A.M.  we  came  to  a  wood,  when  a  Hottentot 
was  sent  forward  to  examine  an  opening,  to  see  if  the 
waggons  could  pass.    A  road  made  by  the  elephants 
was  found  to  be  a  good  one.    We  observed  two  trees, 
and  a  large  branch  of  a  third,  ktely  broken  down  by 
them,  which,  our  people  said,  they  do  when  out  of 
humour.   On  the  summit  of  a  hill  before  us  we  ob- 
served some  men  descending  towards  us.    We  found 
they  were  a  party  of  soldiers  kindly  sent  by  Captain 
Linch  in  quest  of  us,  to  learn  if  we  were  safe,  and  had 
found  our  way.    I  believe  we  ought  to  have  solicited 
an  escort  while  travelling  within  sight  of  Cafifrdand, 
and  beyond  all  military  posts.    This  had  not  occurred 
to  me  as  at  all  necessary ;  and  though  it  did  occur  to 
Mr.  Read,  his  modesty  prevented  his  mentioning  it  to 
Captain  Linch  before  we  left  his  fort.  The  sddiers  had 
shot  a  hart,  but  had  left  it  behind.    We  sent  a  pack 
ox  to  bring  it  to  our  halting  place,  which  arrived  soon 
after  we  had  reached  it    It  was  about  the  size  of  a 
mule,  and  fi'om  its  diape  appeared  to  be  made  for 
swiftness.     While  at  breakftist  one  of  our   parties 
brought  an  ^  cut  up,  and  hai^ng  upcxi  the  backs  of 
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foar  oxen.  We  had  now  a  store  of  flesh  sufficient  to 
serve  us  for  a  fortn^ht  The  mountains  of  Caffiraria 
were  very  visible,  a  little  to  the  eastward.  The  grass 
around  us  was  tall,  thick,  and  sweet;  but  we  saw  no 
other  inhabitants  than  the  wild  beasts,  and  no  other 
path^  than  those  which  they  made  in  travellii^  to  pods 
of  water.    ThenDometer,  at  noon,  74. 

Our  people,  divided  into  parties,  were  variously 
employed  Some  were  busy  in  cutting  the  flesh  of 
the  animals  killed,  into  thin  slices;  others  in  hang- 
ing what  had  been  cut  upon  the  thorn  trees,  which 
exhibited  a  peculiar  appearance.  The  meat  thus 
exposed  is  intended  to  be  dried  in  the  son.  Others 
were  cutting  it  into  long  thick  pieces,  to  make  what 
they  term  bill-tongue;  others  were  salting  the  bill- 
tongue,  which  eats  remariuibly  well  when  dried, 
without  any  other  preparation. 

The  Hottentot  manner  of  drinking  water  from  a 
pool  or  stream  is  very  curious ;  they  throw  it  up  with 
their  right  hand  into  their  mouth,  seldom  bringing  the 
hand  nearer  dian  a  foot's  distance  from  the  mouth,  and 
so  quick,  that  however  thirsty,  they  are  soon  satisfied. 
I  tried  frequently  to  imitate  this  practice,  but  without 
success* 

The  country  in  which  we  were  now  travelling  lies 
between  the  Buffido  and  Great  Fish  Rivers.  When  the 
CaflBtes  under  Congo  and  Slamba  dwelt  in  Albany, 
they  alwajfk  aUowed  this  district  to  remam  without 
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.  DofNMrted  AlxKit  tmoy  P,M.  Furt  of  tht  soMio^ 
wd  si«  of  OUT  ffWD  arooed  Hot^tqto,  Itcq^t  ftb«trt  • 
quorter  of  a  laoile  obend  of  w ;  tbft  other  soldjdrs  ksp^ 
at  some  distance  <^  (sur  ngixt,  Ixitifem  ii3  and  CfiSnr 
ria;  and  a  few  oi  our  own  people  remained  with  the 
ffHignnnw  It  was  umi^ng  tq  spe  th0  n^w  piling  «pon 
Hki  o»en  with  tb«ir  gW»,  for  th(»y  M  »  very  «M  «p» 
feiurwB^.  Two  pstnfihes  ffonMd  UomfKhntsly  Mwf 
tfie  waggpRs,  ripotDg  qwiA^  timu^  «wkw(tr^y>  fi'om 
ibe  diapiwpoiFtiQn  hctwfieo  Uw  gve^t  lepgtli  9f  thw 
K(p}  asd  the  sijse  qf  their  bodies.  They  pf^  ff^gmomf 
f$t  yoM  iteldoip  po^  with  wogli?  «>qw, 

M  fciur,  P.M>  w9  ontflnsd  aq  wtemiYfi  p|«iQ,  19 
^ich  we  saw  no  bounds  bfifom  US,  or  tQ  ^  figbU 
The  soldiers  left  us  a  little  after  reaching  this  plain,  to 
fetwm  tq  tb«ir  pout.  They  wfli9  QMinW9d^  ^y  a 
49»er  yopqg  ^ot^ntpt,  Pi«t  BkiMMgeo,  im  to  WilUw 
.Prim^  ^  Q«viM*8  lUopf*  who  eoRdn^ied  X)p.  Vmf 
iMteinp tp  Cfiiraffw>  9p4  whoii  i^vcMMi  to  bfi  tba 
pldA^I  siifm  in  Sgpth  iVfti<s»t .  Pjet  bf^mgn  lo  Jkibelftr 
d(Mp.  He  and  JGlQfQs^  h«v«  bf)W  jtho  pni¥»pai  conr 
ductors  of  all  the  Commandoes  against  the  CaftHfk  .  . 

The  pb»D  WM  iQ  m»i9  pvts  manby,  owing  to  the 
lute  r«N>  wJ4(^  Mf}^  t)«  W9qt  of  wood  f«r  oar  61m, 
|)m;enteditHirhMtwg«t«uHi«t.  When  tb^  sw  hai 
fOHig  4owOi  we  Iftokod  ff  jshfiiUy  in  ««eiy  dmctioo, 
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but  .^Mld:  Sttomi  outfaer.  tiw  aor  busb.  We  went 
fimracd  ■  tfae  dnfc  dll  itbMit  aiae  «^d«ok,  whoD  n^ 
eates  favtfi  to  tnek  md  water  on  tbe  tide  of  «  hil^ 
wUch  ilidikml  as  ttf  hak  for  tbo  n|^^  wfaieb  was  ver^ 
ookL 

fOtfa.  On  eittdiDkig  tbe  ghMnd  h^  it!  appeared 
Melrabty  wiUadtpted  for  ai  setdefnebt,  and  Ubdy  to 
hmc  water  all  tbe  jtsir,  dMBgb  not  in  at>uudanc«; 
bal  olber  qxots  wMeh  we  blave  Men,  eipeeiaUy  tbat 
Mar  Oapfain  Ii«lie''9  ^est,  aflpea^  pteferable.  E«er 
AtoB  w»  Mt  Ctt(Mowii^  wfo  bid  btm  trti^eUn^ 
EiM.  by  N.  but  now  vrh  altwed  our  eokirae  fon^tttdt 
f»<W*  by  W. 

About  sodHilse  kv  dqpitrteid;  frM«lliag  among  kf* 
pwA  btts,  dnd  no^  and  tben  c^oeRiAg  Inroobs  wfafeh 
M^paMte  tbe  biUsi  We  met  Captaii^  iVa^,  Depntf 
&«iMldf«ei^  en  Hi^  wtty  to  tbe  Great  Fish  J!^»,  wbleh 
dividwCdfieiuMl  §Mt  Albany,  ftf  exUliMe  it»  bittfoi 
leJQ^  if  il  w«tt  pM6tkAble  fb  Mbdef  it  Ml  6Mlkiete 
Itf  thd  GtMm  «tiff^  off  the  eaMte  Wfiich  they  steal 
from  the  boors  in  the  cd<»y.  The  ct^faiii  aHsodt^ 
OS  he  would  return  to  Graham's  town  on  Thursday, 
#0  toAweSt  to  w!ait  uMil  that  time  to  meet  with  him. 
Al«le»efl,  A.M.  w«  aimeto  a  dMuWin^  ftaoei,  csfiled 
MheRdck,  StAMuhdtd  #i&  risbtg  poetais,  odir«ned, 
^tHaiUMt  beftuflfiiHy  tUtMsptMed^  With  the  eeUUel  thoii 
WMK'  jUMfe atffltttfy  ^Ubt «M  iMely  Erected,  odMh 
lUlddd  by  lieAtefumt  Leydeblttm  li>bm  £dfaAiai|^ 
libboUWawUiiBgfifiitlhrt^he'liV^tiaaca^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IS6  JOURNEY  IN  ALBANY.  [1815. 


tent,  where  we  partook  of  an  early  dinnery  and  be 
kindly  wished  our  stay  to  be  protracted  as  long  as 
possible.  Tbe  place  appeared  well  suited  for.  a  sta- 
tion, tbou^  tbe  water  is  not  very  abundant  Mr. 
Lydenham  very  politely  accompanied  us  half  a  mile 
from  bis  post,  when  we  took  leave,  for  Grabam*s 
town.  About  three  miles  forward  we  looked  down 
from  the  edge  of  an  extensive  plain  upon  a  valley  that 
appeared  to  have  been  excavated  from  tbe  plain  and 
tbe  bills  to  tbe  eastward,  and  likely  always  to  have 
plenty  of  grass  and  water.  Darkness  came  upon  us 
before  we  could  reach  Graham s  town;  boweirer,  we 
were  satisfied  that  we  were  not  far  distant,  first  by  hear- 
ing the  sound  of  a  trumjiet,  then  by  observing  lights, 
and  soon  after  by  the  arrival  of  a  Hottentot  on  horse- 
back to  be  our  giude  into  the  town;  he  was  sent. by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Vanderlingen,  chaplain  to  the  Cape 
regiment  of  Hottentots,  who  was  formerly  one  of  ^wr. 
missionaries.  Without  the  assistance  of  this  giiide  we 
certainly  should  have  found  difficulty  in. getting  for- 
ward in  tbe  dark,  tbie  road  being  rather  injtricate.  At 
eight,  P.M.  we.  reached  Mr.  Vanderlingen's,  and  w^ere 
hospitably  received- . 

SI  St    Graham's  toynd  is  named,  after   Colonel 

Graham,   who  commanded  the  t[K)Ops  sent  agiunst 

the  Cafiires,  when  they  were  driven  beyond  the  Gneat 

Riven    The.  situation  is  ^ea^ant  and  healthy^ 

enjoys  sufficient  water  all  tbe  year.    The  houses 

Diuih  of  mud  and  reeds.    It  is  the  residence. of 

depu^  Landdrost,  and  tbp  head-qmi:ters  of  tije 
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laiUtaj^.  fttatkHiQdJn  Albany.  Some  of  the  o£|cer» 
\w9e  already  good  gardens^  though  the  town  has  not 
exisied  a  year.  

Mr.  Vanderlingen,  who  was  sent  out  as  a  missionary 
irom.the  Rotterdam  Society,. has  acted  several  years 
asi  chaplain  to  the  Cape  regiment,  to  which  I  believe 
God  hab  made  him  a  Uesaing. 

In  the  morning  we  received  visits,  from  various 
officers,  and  in  the  afternoon  visited  some  of  them  in 
their  own  houses^  which,  though  small,  and  built  of 
mud,  are  pretty  comfortable. 

22nd.  In  the  forenoon  I  rode  with  Major  Prentice 
in  his  waggon  to  a  boor^s,  a  few  miles  distant,  who 
was  lately  plundered  of  sheep  by  the  Caffies.  A  son 
of  his,  a  stout  young  man,  lately  left  him  from  dread 
of  being  murdered  by  them.  The  family  have  occasion 
to  be  in  constant  readiness  to  repel  any  attack  that  may 
be  made  upon  them,  which  undoubtedly  is  a  most 
iiJcscHne  situation  to  be  in;  yet  people  by  habit  may 
become  so  accustomed  to  perils  as  to  think  litde  of 
them>  which  I  experienced  afterwards;  but  I  should 
gready  prefer  that  peace  of  mind  in  the  midst  of  dan- 
gers, which  proceeds  fit>m  confidence  in  the  divine 
protection,  to  that  freedom  from  anxiety  which  is 
merdy  the  effect  of  habit 

At  five,  P.M.  we  dined  at  the  officers'  mess^  when 
we  were  glad  to  find  Captain  Fraser  was  returned^ 
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being  amkni*  ta  cottulthin  i^podSbg  Ae  best  ^«« 
in  Us  district  for  a  amaMuary  dMemeOL  He  fW* 
very  willing  to  give  all  the  iofonnatioD  ift  hit  fiWtW^ 
and  no  one  is  better  qualified* 

SSnL  fifwkfiulad  witbCiiiptun  Frtufi^,  #boAflbtd^ 
ed  jiU  the  iiiftffmatiodifewintddi  atid  lilienvlse  gave  M 
order  to  the  commanden  of  militaffy  pMtt  MtStiA  U* 
district,  to  furnish  us  with  escorts  finom  post  to  pos^ 
and  lathe  firmersy  shoold  i«e  have  oeM^oer,  tti  bur- 
nish «S  with  OMD,  ftcl« 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  GRAHAIVPS  TOWN— VISIT  TO  VARIOUS 

MiLrrART  Foms^jmERWiBw  yrrm  a  caffre  pamilt 

After  taking  m  wAy  diimer  with  Mr.  Han, 
(adjutant,)  we  expected  immediately  to  leave  Graham^ 
town,  but  two  of  our  oxen  having  strayed^  we  were 
4»tfH{ii9d  titt  four  o'doek;  when  w«  were  agab  in 
iPftiQQ)  Aboot  thirty  of  tba  iohafaitanti  foUowai  ut 
#  mi)^  firooi  the  towxi,  and  jb«ie  aa  adieu.  A{KPor 
«Q«Wtitf  t]»e  aut  deagoMB,  whose  min^  was  gnady 
to»3pe4  waJkad  by  ^  side  df  my  waggon,  rotating 
kw (io]»fiil tal^  Ihadwdoofatthathe$toodinneed 
9f  Medififd  aid,  as  well  as  of  any  counsel  I  cpuld  giwi 
Uk  iienvn  were  miM^afieeasd,and  his  stiength  of  body 
gmHy  r^dyoedt  The  officcn  spdie  very  fiurouimUy 
of  his  ohajrader  and  coiyluot  as  a  soldier. 

Abot9t  two  Dttles  &urthjor,  nfe  came  to  two  paths, 
wa  kadiag  to  Omaf  Reyne^  and  the  other  to  Bethds-^ 
dCNrp,  Jlore^  Mr*Ulhrtcht,B(¥Mak,aiHlaiairothin 
wJbp  accoippaoied  us  fiur  a  fiMtoight,  left  us  to  return 
to  Bethelsdorp«  My  eyes  followed  them  till  the 
btarvention  of  a  hill  deprived  me  of  the  sight  of  those^ 
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whom  I  expected  to  see  no  more  in  this  world.  A 
little  after  sun-set  we  fialted  at  Captain  M^Niel's 
post  for  the  night,  finom  whom  I  met  with  a  friendly 
reception. 

With  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  Hottentots  he 
has  built  a  comfortable  house.  Thdr  hands  were  the 
only  trowels  used  upon  the  occasion.  Without  the 
personal  assistance  of  the  officersi  little  can  be  done, 
which  necessity  will  be  of  service  both  to  officers  and 
Hottentots.  Mr.  Vanderlingen,  who,  with  Mrs.  V. 
accompanied  us  to  Graaf  Reynet,  preached  to  the 
garrison. 

24lb.  We  departed  a  little  after  sun-rising  with  an 
escort  for  protection,  and  at  nine  A.M.  halted  at  a 
small  brook  on  the  side  of  a  wood.  '  On  our  way,  w^ 
observed  a  place  seemin^y  wdl  sirited  for  a  mis- 
sionary  station.  A  Ikde  before  sun-set  we  came  to  a 
boor's  place,  amoi^  trees,  where  there  was  a  smaH 
mtlitary  post,  to  which  Mr.  V.  had  gone  on  he^ott 
fiBj  in  order  to  preach  to  the  solclers.  The  boor  had 
abundance  of  cattle  and  riieep.  During  the  shdrt 
time  we  ^>ent  with  the  famfly,  I  observed  the  femde 
Hottentot  servants  laughing  veiy  impudendy  at  the 
dress  of  some  of  our  party,  but  I  could  not  perceive 
which  of  us  they  had  in  view.  The  plaoewas  solitary, 
but  otherwise  pleasant  neariy  encirded  with  hills,  at 
the  bottom  of  wbidi  were  many  orange,  peach,  and 
other  fruit  trees. 
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It  was  almost  dfuic  vfhea  we  left  this  place,  with 
four  soldiers  for  our  escort  The  road^  wUch  lay 
over  hiUs,  was  rougib,  with  steep  deserts  oow  and 
the»if  which  made  it  troublesome  to  trarel  in  the  dark 
At  sevcai  P.M.  we  baited  at  a  boor*s  place,  (Vandyke,) 
where  aseijeanfs  party  is  stationed,  to  whom  Mr.  V. 
preached  io  a  house,  and  Mr.  R.  to  our  people  at  the 
waggons.   Thermometer  at  noon,  78« 

25th.  Left  Vandjfke  befcure  sun-rise,  taking  the 
advantage  ot  the  light  of  the  waning  moon,  which 
rose  before  four  in  the  mormng.  At  nine  A.M.  after 
travellii^  among  low  hills>  and  woods  <^  bushes>  we 
reached  Zwart-water-port,  where  there  is  a  fort  com* 
manded  by  Lieutenant  EUert,  a  German  gendeman, 
who  was  very  kind  and  attentive  to  our  comfort  The 
soldiers  at  deven  A.M.  were  marched  to  our  waggons^ 
whoi  Mr.  Vaoderlkigen  preached.  The  place  is 
called  Port,  because  tb^^  is  a  narrow  pass  tbrouj^ 
the  mountainsi  which  appear  to  have  been  divided  by 
some  convulsion  of  nature  in  former  ages.  Indeed,  the 
two  stupendous  perpendicular  sides  of  the  pass  are  of 
such  shapes,  as  indicate  a  f(mper.  union.  At  some 
pkioes  the  Mies  are  not  a  hundred  feet  apart,  and 
a  small  river,  runs  between.  On  the  sides  are  caves 
above  caves,  and  trees  projecting  from  the  rocks^ 
We  went  through  the  pass  to  visit  some  Hottentots* 
stationed  a  little  beyopd  the  other  end.  As  we  went 
akwi^  the  baboons  from  the  heights  looked  down  upon 
us  with  an  angry  roar.  On  coming  to  the  Hottentots^ 
Mn  Reid  fouqd  one  or  two  of  his  friends  prospering 
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in  their  soqIs,  and  hapfiy  io  tlie  knowledge  «Ad  love 
of  JesoB  Christ.  Fk*oin  this  place  do  «igM  of  bumM 
society  or  cdtivatiaii  appeared  m  any  directmi.  Oa 
returmng  to  the  paas^  a  honey  Urd  (which  Jeadk 
travelers  to  hires  of  bees,)  ki^ed  us  by  its  chir^g  to 
a  place  where  hooey  imght  be  fbood  One  or  two  of 
our  escort  wem  towards  it,  when  it  flew  fima  tree  to 
tree,  chirping;  bat,  as  the  hive  appeared  two  distant, 
tiiey  returned.    Thermometer  at  noon,  80. 

After  dining  with  Mr  Mart,  wo  departed  idMMtt 
stmhset,  aod  arrived  at  a  post  oonmanded  by  Lkta- 
tenant  Devonish,  about  eight  P.M.  who  teeeiv<ed  us 
wry  kindly. 

Caffip^uid  being  near,  Cafives  are  often  kirimg 

wmmg  the  boshes,  but  the  soldiers  have  tmmr  been 

9iA%  to  lieee  one,  they  are  so  expmt  in  pushing  throi^h,; 

what  to  others  is  impenetrable  onderwood.    Tk&f 

wrap  themsebes  up  in  their  •carosses  or  skin  cloaks, 

which  is  their  otAy  dress^  and,  \Mjpixig  into  the  doeest 

ttiiekets,  will  get  throu^  wittout  ti  scratch,  where 

none  can  Mow  so  as  to  overtake  tbem.   Now  and 

Aen  th^  lirten  to  hear  if  their  ptmuors  are  near, 

when  iSney  dart  forward  in  another  d^eotien,  and 

always  escape. 
« 

Left  Mn  Devoir's  post  at  seven  A.M.  Crossed 
the  Uttte  Fish  River  at  ei^t,  which  was  deep  Ukn^ 
narrow.  At  nine,  hahed  at  tiie  post  of  Claptein  Sirtan, 
ftom  Edlibur^i  where  a  court  martial  was  ^£dng 
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opoa  twa  aMkn  of  the  60tii  r^pmeat  WaUdog 
abn  on  diesiiadod  iMdoofa  farook^  a  ftw  wiUoin 
appearod  wiadi  aimted  my  Mmdon,  as  they  were 
Ibe  fint  I  had  yet  saea  in  AfindL 

.  A  boor  and  fam^  attaadad  our  worships  at  wfaidi 
an  addiaaB  ia  always  giren  ftom  tbe  part  of  aeriptore 
nad  vtpom  tha  occtaBton ;  afiar  wfaiek  we  waUoad  with 
them  to  their  house.  They  did  not  appear  soeial  at 
their  meal,  for  two  of  the  elder  daughters  sat  by  them- 
aiifas  in  obe  part  of  tb^  lai^  rooas,  eating  bofled 
pompkias ;  and  taro*snttUer  prb  sat  on  tha  ioor  in 
aootiber  cpiarMr,  emidoyed  xaueh  m  tba  same  jfiaty; 
irirife  the  pafeols  tieatad  U8  witb  a  disb  of  coflbe  at 
another  comer*  Tbe  boor^a  wife  bad  serious  though 
HBspedii^  a  jadgoMnt  to  oome^  and  maily  fears^  but 
bar  baabaod  saic^  he  knew  Aat  whatever  kind  of  a 
nam  be  wa%  he.  bad  grace  witfaia  bim^  and  that  be 
bad  mi  fcar.  Pear  craatuiesy  dieyaiv  ^  remoted 
idm  all  meana  af  bvlniotion,  and  like  aaost  of  tba 
bcpora  in  tba  kiterioc>  have  abaost  nolbiag  to  do^  in 
<miseqiienoe  of  Mviag  by  thair  cattle^  witboiit  culti^ 
vatidg  tbe  gnavML  Tfaia  idfeness  produces  a  sottisb* 
MiB  and  stupidity  avidfint  in  many  of  tbair  yacaot 
eouBtanaiioes*  Hem  they  have  only  to  smoke  tbair 
pipe,  and  once  a  day  to  count  their  cattla 

In  conaaqaence  of  fin  invitatioii  from  Captain  S. 
we  waited  on  biniy  and  conversed  for  an  hour.  At 
Ibor  P  Jf «  we  prepared  fbr  our  departure,  wbaa 
aawnd  af  <fae  oftcers  attandiBg  tbe  court  martiid  cao>^ 
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to  take  leave  of  us.  We  now  travelled  withiQ  about  a* 
mile  of  Caffiraria,  and  without  an  escort  Heavy  showoB 
of  rain  fell  round  about,  but  none  whore  we  were. 
We  observed  no  iuhabitant,  or  but,  in  that  partoC 
Caffiraria  which  lay  upon  our  right ;  indeed,  none  of 
tbeir  villages  are  nearer  than  two  days  journey  beyond, 
the  Great  Fish  River.  At  seven  P.M.  we  arrived  at 
the  post  of  Lieutenant  Forbes,  wichio  a  few  faundved 
yards  of  the  river. 

27th.  Departed  at  sun-rise,  still  travdlkig  in  view 
of  Caffiraria.  We  passed  two  ISiTgt  flocks:  of  sheep^ 
which  are  safer  there  than  catde,  as  die  Caffi«  care 
little  for  sheep.  Our  Hottentots  met  some  of  tfieir 
acquaintance  on  the  road,  whom  they  kissed  very 
afiection&tdy,  the  men  holding  tkeir  bats  about  half 
off  their  heads  when  tb^  gave  this  friendly  saluiaticHi. 
At  nine  A.M.  we  came  to  Lieutenant  Hosseau's  post, 
with  whom  we  stopped  a  few  mimites.  His  and  the 
other  houses  were  latdy  washed  away,  by  a  sudden 
and  uncommon  rise  of  the  river.  He  bad  but  just 
time  to  run  out  to  save  his  life ;  and  what  was  sur^ 
prising,  when  tbe  river  subsided,  be  recoveied  jbU  bis 
wine  glasses^  cups,  and  so  fertii,  out  of  die  rand,  witb^ 
out  one  being  bjured.  The  houses  were  built  of  clay> 
and  have  all  been  rebuilt 

Arrived  at  about  ten  A.M.  at  Captain  Andrews' 
St.  The  fort  is  erected  on  the  side  of  the  Fish 
iver,  where  he  has  buHt  the  best  bouse  I  have  seen 
Albany ;  acting  as  carpenter  himself,  and  iastruoting 
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die  Hottenfota  to  «88ttt  fatnL  He  has  also  a  good 
gimfen,  aod  has  made  an  engine  to  raioe  water,  abont 
ttnr^^Bet  frc»n  the  riser,  to  mter  hift  gsffdeuy  whieb 
no  less  astonishes  the  boors  than  the  Hottentots.  He 
was  very  anxioos  that  the  boor,  who  lives.near  the  fort, 
ahoold  cultivate  a  piece  of  his  £urm  to  niae  a  Utde 
grain  for  iNread;  and  as  an  inducement  to  his  con- 
santing  to  the  proposal,  be  <rfbred  to  teing  the  water 
€ji  two  neighbouring  fomrtains  to  water  bn  giound; 
but  all  his  arguments  made  no  impression  on  the  lazy 
boor,  who  said  it  would  b^iye  (orsnpecfluous)  trouble. 
He  would  latfier  send  five  days  journey  to  puccbase 
flour^  tftfui  beat  the  trouUe  to  ploo^  sow,  and  reap 
bis  own  ground.  After  dining  with  the  captain,  and 
expecting  to  depart,  we  were  informed  that  all  our 
oxen  were  missing,  and  our  people  all  gone  in  search 
of  them.  When  the  Captain  heard  of  this,  he  instantly 
^iapatcbed  a  party  of  soldims  in  pursuit  Bling'  so 
jacar  GafieUnd^  the  Cafiires  were  supposed  to  be  tbe 
tlueves.  In  two  houn  all. were  brou^t  back  in 
tnomph;  but  being  almost  dark,  we  judged  it  prudeat 
not  to  move  till  the  mimiing.  In  theevening  we  found 
Captain  Andrews*  con^eraation  veiy  inteiesting^  as  he 
itfid  been  in  Spain  tbe  greater  part  of  te  .war. 

fiSth.  An  hour  before  sun^rise,  having  packed  every 
thing  in  our  waggons,  we  departed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  an  escort  The  moming  and  the  sceneiy 
around  were  pleasant  The  first  partof  the  road,  lay 
alonga  wide  vi^ley,  bounded  by  hills  on  each  side,  and 
.afterwards  over  an  extended  plain,  which  certaonly  has 
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never  been  disturbed  by  tbe  appfioadoa  of  either  {dbugk 
orspada  A  fev  spri^gboclB  seemed  to  be  tbe  aooMH 
leafed  lords  of  that  groen  wildemesa. 

At  nkie  AM.  ym  crossnlthe  LitdeFish  Rhrer,  ami 
halted  OD  die  opfmite  bank^  near  De  CkddB  Fkaee. 
After  breakfast,  oor  escort  left  us,  to  beaocceeded  by 
JM>  other,  CafiiMmbraig  left  betiod.  We  moved  far<* 
ward  at  two  P.M.  over  aa  extensive  plaiii)  full  of  gstne^ 
tfaoo^  vne  happened  not  to  ktti  an^  Passed  by  the 
places  of  two  boors^  who  possessed  the  largest  fiochs 
of  sheep  I  had  evar  seen^  Before  BUftiiet  we  tamed 
roond  hills  that  had  been  ton  our  ngbl  all  day,  so  that 
oor  route  was  N.W.  by  N*  insteadof  W.  Haked  at 
cig^t  FM.  in  a  wood  of  camd  diom  trees^  odkd 
Under  firon^ees  Hoogte^  or  Height 

29tk  Departed  at  seven  A»M.  and  reached  Bnait- 

jees  Uoogte  bj  eight  AM.    The  descent  is  king  aaid 

winding,  by  the  side  of  a:  steep  moimtaia    In  rainy 

weather,  wlMiV  ttie  road  isi  dippery,  k  OMist  bevviy 

daogeioas;  ftr  should  tbe  waggon  slide  only  a  foar 

inches  to  the  leit^  kwodd  ineviteUybe  precipitated 

many  hundred  feet  to  the  bottoav  of  tbe  SflMMtntaiii. 

Near  tbe  end  of  the  descent,  we  found  a  Caffire  fiunily 

sitting  bj  a  fire,  oonsistiog  of  hixband,  wife  and  daugh- 

ter<  niev  saki  they  had  eome  front  die  Sea  Coar 

^pmce  of  the  bodmica   oonBtao% 

ss^  and  were  retaraaag  to  Cafiehnd. 

eunrkably  well  sh^ied,  was  slight^ 

skin  doah,  and  had  seferal  raws  of 
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beMb  round  Ub  oeck,  l^^^pisig  over  ]m  breast  like  a 
cbaio.  His  wife  and  dauj^ter  had  a  little  more  dotfi* 
ing.  The  fonner  was  in  a  dedioe,  aod  her  weakness 
had  prevented  tbetr  prooeediDg  wilb  some  of  theu- 
ftknds  who  weie  a  litde  befrre  tbem.  W^  gave  them 
soQie  WOK  &T  the  siek  wonnn,  wilfa  a  litde  bread, 
which  thej  recdved  gnisMy,  When  tfae  girl  hftd 
dnok  the  half  of  her  sfaane  of  the  wine,  her  fattier 
saind  h  aad  drank  it  hinset^  wyiag,  with  a  amile^ 
It  is  good.  Hehadwt  a$$agmf$j  or  ^pors^  with  htm, 
wfaiefa  are  the  principal  weapons  osed  in  war  atiid  ta 
sdfniafraoe.  They  wwe  all  painted  nearly  of  the 
same  oofaur  as  mahogany^  Their  cowienanees  were 
agreeable;  their  hair  was  short  black  weol,  tieaity 
resen^ling  that  of  the  Hottentots.  The  girl,  about 
fomteen  years  of  age,  wore  two  short  brass  chains, 
faangiDg  from  her  hair  over  her  temples. 

..The  hffls  ^OD  our  right  weve  beaiatifid,  of  wkms 
flfaqpes^  4md  oownd  with  livriy  green.  They  seeaMd 
to  consist  of  di£bnnt  stories^  by  means  of  regdar 
ateta,  that  piQJectad  b^reod  the  grass^  and  added 
graady  to  tiicir  pictareaqne  appcamace.  At  deven 
AJif  •  we  failted  mt  a  pleasaat  apot  under  a  hill,  whene 
we  look  oariiieakfiat^  bat  iamsi  our  breed  and  floor 
ware  exhausted ;  we  obtained,  however,  a  piece  of  a 
loaf  from  a  boor  who  was  passing.  Our  Hottentot, 
Oopido,  was  bom  in  this  part  of  die  coakry;  he 
hiited  the  pre  ending  day  at  a  hoar^B^  where  he  Jpi«rii«d 
in  the  cmnipg  andfiKnmg,- who  on:  his  leaving,  fM^ 
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him  a  borse  to  overtake  m.  Tbermooietar  at  doqb^ 

Having  passed  Brun^ees  Height,  we  left  Albany 
bdiindy  Graaf  Reynet  bdiig  our  neit  dettinadon. 
We  moved  forward  at  two  P.M.  and  in  about  an  hour 
parsed  a  boor's  place,  conajstii^  of  thiee  miserable 
huts,  surrounded  by  no  cultivation,  all  lyii^  in  a  state 
(rf'  nature.  About  e^ht  in  the  evening  we  halted  at 
De  Toyf s  Place,  where  we  had  worship  with  our 
Hottentots,  the  boor's  &mily  and  servants,  which  made 
a  consideraUe  congregation  for  such  a  barren  wildar- 
ness.  The  fiunily  were  veiy  agreeaUe  and  kind,  some 
of  whom  appeared  to  be  sincere  christians. 

30th.  The  morning  was  very  cokj,  the  thermometer 
at  sun-rise  being  as  low  as  f(Hty*-five.  Observing 
some  houses  in  ruins,  I  enquired  how  they  had  been 
destroyed,  and  learned  that  some  years  before,  the 
boors  in  that  part  of  the  countiy  wc»t  in  a  body  and 
drove  the  Landdrost  from  Graaf  Reynet,  because 
aomeof  his  proceedii^  displeased  diem.  While  thus 
emjdoyed,  the  Caffifes  seiaed  the  opportunity  to  make 
an  attack  on  their  defenceless  pboes^  when  they  de* 
stroyed  many  of  their  houses,  and  carried  off  much 
cattle.  J 

Waiting  for  die  purchase  of  bread,  we  delayed  our 
departure  until  eij^t  in  the  momiog.  We  crossed 
Vog\  (or  Bird)  riveri  and  tfaveUed  on  a  jdain^  having 
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cbe  loountakis  of  Sneuberg  imiDediately  od  our  Hgbt 
At  tea  A.M.  while  the  cattle  baited  to  rest  awhile^ 
Mr.  Riead  and  I  walked  forward,  when  feeling  the  heal 
beconMg  opprewfe^  wte  took  shelter  onder  a  spreading 
bosh.  A  road  made  by  ants  to  then-  nest  passed  the 
Jdace  where  we  stood.  We  otiserved  thousands  of 
tliese  little  mnimals  passing  and  repassing :  thos^ 
ttutellii^  south,  carried  burdens;  those  going  north, 
were  in  search  of  something  to  briiig  home.  In  part 
<^  this  path  I  obserred  a  great  error  they  had  com-* 
mitted  at  the  original  planning  of  it,  for  they  had  to 
ascend  a  diff  of  almost  two  feet  perpendicular  height, 
while  ascendii^  which,  I  observed  three  or  four  who 
were  drag^i^  little  berries,  ^1  with  their  loads  frottf 
projecthig  parts  to  die  ?ery  bottom  of  the  cliff;  and 
they  were  so  stunned  hy.ihe  fiedl,  that  notwithstanding 
thdr  activity,  it  was  almost  a  minute  before  they 
recovered,  and  b^an  to  make  a  fresh  attempt 

Yesterday  w6  shot  three  bu^ks,  and  this  morning 
one,  which  saves  our  sheep.  The  earth  or  mould  in 
this  part  of  the  country  is  red,  covered  with  heath 
mixed  with  grass.  At  eleven  we  halted  at  Hang-bush, 
near  a  small  pool  of  water,  the  colour  of  soap  suds. 
We  fbttttd  that  the  party  of  Caflres  who  were  flying 
ttom  the  busbmen  s  country  to  their  own,  had  lately 
stopped  here,  as  their  temporary  huts  composed  of 
brandies  cf  freed  were  entire,  and  the  leaves  on  the 
brttidieB  were  but  little  withered.  Thermometer  at 
»,  68. 
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At  four  P.M.  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  ad- 
miring the  diversified  forms  of  the  mountains  on  our 
right.  At  eight  we  halted  for  half  an  hour  at  a^  boor  s, 
called  GroUer,  who  was  eighty-three  years  of  i^ 
Though  the  night  was  very  cold,  yet  for  the  sake  of 
water  we  travelled  till  near  midnight,  when  we  readied 
Lions'  Fountain.  At  a  little  distance  we  observed  a 
great  fire,  and  people  dancing  around  it,  because  it 
was  new  moon.  I  observed  Cufudo  quietly  walk  up 
to  them  and  hold  some  conversation,  when  they 
ran  ofi. 

31st  Though  we  were  informed  that  many  lions 
were  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  were  not  molested 
during  the  night  At  sun*rising,  the  thermometer 
stood  at  40.  At  ten  A.M.  we  halted  at  a  river, 
almost  dry,  where  three  boors'  waggons  were  also 
halting.  Some  of  their  people  attended  our  worship. 
They  were  also  travelling  to  Graaf  Reynet,  from 
which  we  were  only  two  hours  distant,  though  there 
were  no  signs  of  cultivation  in  any  direction,  nor  any 
other  appearance  of  approaching  a  town.  Thermo^ 
meter  at  noon,  8S. 

Departed  at  three  P.M.  and  in  about  an  hour  were 
met  by  our  friend  Mr.  Kicherer,  minister  of  Graaf 
Reynet,  with  a  horse  waggon,  in  which  he  conveyed 
us  with  speed  to  his  hospitable  home.  We  had  twice 
to  cross  the  Sondag  river ;  but  being  low,  it  was  easily. 
acc(Mnplished.    Glad  was  I  to  find  that  Mr.  Burche^ 
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who  lately  returned  from  maloDg  botanical  researches 
hi^er  up  the  interior,  was  not  gone ;  but  had  kindly 
postponed  his  departure  in  expectation  of  my  arrival. 
He  was  the  first  person  who.  travelled  direct  fironi 
Graaf  Reynet  to  our  missionary  station  at  Klaar 
Water,  b^ond  the  Great  River,  by  which  route  he 
thought  we  might  accomplish  the  journey  in  a  month. 
He  returned  by  another  road,  which  would  require  two 
months ;  but  he  recommended  the  shortest,  as  one  of 
his  people  had  consented  to  be  our  guide,  and  he  ad<- 
vised  us  to  use  the  utmost  caution  in  guarding  our  cattle 
while  travelling  among  the  bushmen,  as  they  murder 
only  for  the  sake  of  cattle,  and  should  they  observe 
us  to  be  off  our  guard,  they  would  make  attempts  to 
obtain  tbem.  During  the  afternoon  I  saw  Martha 
and  Mary,  who  were  in  En^and  about  ten  years 
ago,  who  live  at  Graaf  Reynet,  as  does  John  also,< 
Ae  husband  of  Mary.  Mr.  Burchel  favoured  us  in 
the  evening  witti  his  company,  when  he  also  com- 
municated much  interesting  intelligence  from  the  in- 
terim* of  Africa;  in  return  for  which,  I  related  to  him 
the  news  of  European  affiurs. 
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OCeURRENCra  AT  OBJUf  RBYNET,  4KD  DUBINO  JOUB.. 
NEY  IN  SNEUBERG— ARRIVAL  AT  THE  BpUNPjARY 
OF  tiffi  COLONY.  .  '  *     . 

Attended  wowbip  m  the  ch«r<ib  at  mx»,  AM. 

pwt  of  ibe  Q^pd^  ftlier  wbicli,,  wk  couple  of  white 
people  nete  mumA.  In  the  efemog  Mr,  Rfnid 
preached,  io  what  U  cfiUfad'tbe  Jfeftth^D'i*  Moetiqgr 
hQq99»  to  manjy  people  bot^  white  aini  hiack.  .  . ;  ^ 

ad.  Attended  in  the  «vei»qg  thf(  H)ODt)dy  po^w 
meeting  for  the  conversion  pf  th^  |)€^t))eQi  Mr.  Siffitk 
from  Bethelsdorp^  gave  the  address. 

4th.  Was  present  at  the  skives"  meetii^  where  two 
slaves  and  three  whites  engaged  in  prayer.  The  two 
latter  gave  many  exhortations  in  a  serious  and  aflfec- 
tionate  manner  to  the  poor  slaves.  I  also  visited  a 
meeting  of  females  f(H*  prayer  and  christian  conference, 
which  about  twenty  were  present;  I  made  a  few  re- 
marksy  which  were  interpreted  by  Mr.  Kicherer. 
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Sibu  In  the  evening  I  preacbed  to  a  &U  house,  by 
the  help  of  Messrs.  Read  and  Kichqrer  as  my  inter-' 
preters.  The  Landdrosjt  and  .fiunily  were  present 
whom  many  were  glad  to  see  in  the  slave  meeting. 
While  thus  employed,  I  could  not  bqt  reflect  with 
pleasure,  that  some  minister  was  at  the  same  time 
preaching  at  the'  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Missiopary 
Society  in  London. 

6th.  Dnicd  with  the  Landdrost  (Mr*  FiAer),  and 
a  large  party.  Every  Aing  at  dinner  .was  served  up 
exactly  in  the  European  style.  He  kin(jUy  o&sred  to 
serve  (ne  in  any  way  in  his  pow^. 

8th.  Dined  with  the  Secretary  Mr.  M-^— ,  togeth^ 
with  a  large  party.  The  extent  and  progress  of  every 
thing  in  his  garden  surprised  me  much,  when  I  hdard 
th%t  fill  bad  \f»n  apcoqiplisbed  in.  three  years.  It 
prov^.  the  pr^rieter'a  assiduity^  and  the  nipidity  of 
vegetation  in  th^t  quarter. 

9th.  Attended  at  Mr.  Kicberer^s  place  of  worship^ 
where  yv^  bad  pao  Irag.sennons  and  two  short  prayera. 
In  the  evenings  the  Scboolmfistcar  addressed  the  slaves. 
Mr^  K«:setaevei^  one  to  work  who  be  thinks  has  a 
takntfbrit 

lOtb.  The  Landdraet  sent  a  slave  with  a  young 
lion  to  shew  me  83  a  curiosity*.  A  person  ip.  the 
nd^beurhood  iiad  Utely  shot  its  fittbtr;  on  seeing 
wbieh  tl^  ]kmtm  sprang  iroA  berdea  upon  the  niui^ 
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derer  of  her  mate,  and  in  an  instant  laid  him  on  the 
ground  and  began  to  tear  him ;  his  brother,  who  was 
near,  fired  his  musket  on  her,  and  the  ball  paietrating 
the  animals  throa^  brought  her  to  the  ground,  and 
rescued  the  poor  man  from  the  jaws  of  death,  but 
not  before  he  was  terribly  lacerated.  In  this  way  the 
young  lion  was  obtained.  I  saw  the  skins  of  its  parents 
at  the  Landdrosf  s.  That  of  the  male  is  black  at  the 
Moulders  and  part  of  the  back,  which  is  rather  unusual 
in  that  part  of  Africa.  The  hair  hanging  firom  the 
bead  and  neck  is  about  twelve  inches  loo^  and  as 
the  lion  has  power  to  make  his  hair  stand  erect,  this 
one,  when  alive,  must  have  had  a  terrifying  appear- 
ance. In  the  evening  I  preached  a  fiarewell  discourse, 
by  means  of  my  two  interpreters. 

1 1th.  About  elevw  o'clock,  while  our  waggons  were 
before  the  door,  ready  to  depart,  we  eiq^aged  in  pmyec 
with  many  friends  who  came  to  bid  us  fieunewell,  and 
many  waited  in  the  street  for  the  same  purpose — after 
which  we  parted  fix>m  this  kind  people,  accompanied 
by.  Mr.  Kicherer  and  four  of  his  firiends.  Two  boon 
from  Sneuberg,  to  which  we  were  going,  Inouj^t  tbdr 
horse  waggons  to  coavey  us  more  quickly  thither. 
These,  with  our  own  three  ox  waggons  left  the  town 
together,  which,  with  our  driven  oxen  and  the  armed 
Hottentots  who  accompanied  us,  had  much  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  eastern  caravan.  I  fdt  pain  in  sepa- 
rating from  so  many  kind  friends,  whom  I  was  never 
likely  to  meet  again  on  earth;  but  ;our  work  lOr 
quired  it.    Gnuif  Reynet  was  soon  out  of  is^t,  when 
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an  extensive  plain,  surrounded  with  hillsi  presented 
itsdf ;  on  crossing  which  we  ascmded  Sneub^g,  (of 
Snow-ntountain,)  fix>m  whence  a  large  district  of  the 
colony  derives  its  name.  At  two  P.M.  we  dined  at 
Magis-fountain,  about  twenty  miles  north-west  of  Graaf 
Reynet  Near  the  house  is  an  excavation  at  least  sixty- 
feet  deep,  made  by  a  small  river  which  runs  over  rocks 
till  opposite  the  boor's  house,  when  coming  at  once 
to  a  sandy  soil,  it  ))as  canied  the  sand  away  to  the 
depth  of  sixty  or  seventy-fee^  and  falls  over  the  rocky 
cliflf  at  tibree  difierent  [daces,  so  as  to  form  a  very 
striking  object  About  half  an  hour  after  leaving 
Magis-fountain,  we  passed  a  similar  excavaticm  and  a 
water-fall,  only  deeper  and  still  more  grand  in  its 
appearance.  After  travelling  two  or  three  hours  by 
moon-light,  we  reached  the  residence  of  Mr.  Heerden, 
who  had  kindly  driven  us  in  his  eight  horse  waggon, 
dixmt  forty  miles  north-west  of  Graaf  Reynet 

ISth.  About  seven  waggons  with  people  arrived 
during  the  day  to  attend  divine  worship  in  the  evening; 
At  six  o'clock  I  preadied  to  them  in  a  lai^  room* 
Our  waggons  arrived  during  sermon. 

Idth.  Mr.  Heerden  furnished  us  with  many  things 
for  OQTJoamejy  among  wliich  was  a  horse  he  presented 
to  the  Society.  He  has  sevc^  busmen  in  his  service; 
Aree  or  four,  of  whom  he  brought  into  the  room  to 
let  us  see  them.  They  were  extremdy  timid,  and 
seemed  glad  to  get  away.    Mr.  Kicherer  preached 
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in  tbe  forenoon,  and  it  four  P.M.  wt  departed,  ao 
Gompanied  by  moBt  of  tbe  ftmfly.  After  travetting^ 
vitb  grdat  speed  along  tbe  bonks  of  tbe  Buffalo  River 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  between  low  hHky  we  arrived 
at  Mr.  Burcbar%  wbich  »  a  livdy  place,  in  a  plain, 
bounded  by  low  bills  at  a  Ikde  distance.  A  small 
stream  which  toms  a  flour  mQl  passes  before  the  houses 
and  oidy  a  hundred  yards  beyond  it  runs  die  Buffido 
River,  in  a  bed  formed  out  of  a  ix>ck,  where  there 
is  a  water-M  of  about  twenty«feet,  all  which  eon^ 
tributes  to  the  beauty  of  the  place.  About  twelve 
waggons  had  airived  before  us,  when  Mr.  Read 
preached  to  a  good  coi^regation  in  the  large  room. 
The  people  were  very  attaative,  as  indeed  they  always 
are  in  this  part  of  the  colony. 

14th.  In  the  uMnrmng  the  groimd  was  white,  in 
consequence  of  die  firost  dorkig  the  ni^t,  this  beit^ 
the  first  month  of  their  winter.  At  noon,  though  there 
Was  ]deasant  suchshine,  die  diermometer  was  as  low 
as  46.  A  Hottentot  came  into  the  room  Vfheicc  I  waS) 
to  say  that  he  had  brOij^t  okm  foom  tbe  next  bocn^s 
to  draw  our  waggons  there^  in  order  to  ease  our  owa 
He  answered  several  questions  concerning  God  and 
te  Suviour,  niach  Mr.  Kicberer  asked  him,  add  said 
be  prayed  tveiy  day  for  -die  fofgiveness  of  his  sini^ 
and  ibat  sin  ni^t  be  putiout  from  his  heart  Tht 
ihives  at  Mn  Bufdbar's  asked  and  obtained  liberty 
tofoUow  us  to  tbe  next  boor^s  place  to  hear  the 
gospel 
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At  tbree^  P.M.  we  left  Mr.  Barcfaar  s  Place  in  bb 
borae  waggon.  In  a  narrow  pistss,  between  bilk,  we 
observed  stones  so  regularly  piled  one  above  anotber^ 
and  so  arranged  that  tbey  resembled  ruins  of  some 
ancient  structure.  Tbere'we  caught  a  large  land  tor- 
toise that  was  creeping  among  the  bushes.  Before  sun- 
set we  arrived  at  Three  Fountains,  where  Mr.Kicherer 
preached  in  the  evening. 

15tb.  In  the  morning  I  todc  a  walk  to  the  top  of 
some  hills  to  have  a  view  of  the  surrounding  country* 
The  broad  summit  of  one  was  spread  over  with  lai^ 
flat  stones.  There  was  a  litde  cultivation  near  the 
boor's  house,  but  the  surrounding  country,  as  far  as 
could  be  seen  from  the  hills,  was  extremely  barrra, 
producing  nothing  but  heath  or  wild  bushes.  The  slaves 
who  bad  followed  us  from  Mr.  Burchar's  took  leave  to 
go  home,  although  their  countenances  expressed  a 
desire  to  follow  us  fruther.  About  three,  P.M.  we 
left  Three  Fountains  in  the  boor's  waggon,  drawn  by 
eight  excellent  horses,  and  travelled  at  the  rate  of 
seven  miles  an  hour.  Reaching  the  summit  of  sonae 
rising  ground,  an  extensive  plain  presented  itself  before 
us,  studded  with  many  small  hills  of  interesting  shapes, 
which  had  a  pleasifig  eSsct  Though  not  an  inch  oi 
cultivaticm  was  visible,  yet  the  scenery  was  cheering. 
At  five,  P.M.  we  arrived  at  Mr.  Vanderhervel's  Place,, 
which  was  pleasantly  situated.  Immediately  to  the 
right  of  the  house  was  a  most  romanti/c  excava^tion  of 
the  earth,  fit>m  two  to  thre^  hundred  yards  wide,  a 
hundred  feet  deep,  and  half  a  mile  long:  both  sides 
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were  compoeed  of  buge  rocky  difi ;  the  \omtr  part  of 
the  beUow.  was  covered  with  ^uxieDs  and  fields  whei^ 
the  orange  trees  gr^w  loxuriaody;  and  in  the  middle  a 
river  glided  gendy  akMig.  In  the  evening!  preached  to 
the  people  through  my  usual  interpreters. 

l6th«  In  the  morning,  being  the  Lord's  day»  Mt. 
K.  preached  to  the  white  people  in  the  house,  while 
Mn  R.  preached  without,  at  our  waggons,  to  slaves, 
Hottentots^  and  Bushmen*    Some  of  our  Hottentots 
wece  very  active  in  doing  good  here,  and  bt  other 
places,  to  the  slaves  aad  to  their  brethren.     In  the 
evening  Mr.  IL  preached  again  at  die  waggons.    On 
finishing  his  discourse^  he  adoed  Cupido  and  Boosak 
(converted  Hettentols)  t^«peak  to  the  people  if  they 
were  so  inclined.  Both  addrt^ssed  the  heathen.  Booaidc 
said  to  them,  ^^^  Before  the  missionaries  came  to  us, 
we  were  as  ignorant  of  every  thing  as  you  are  now^    I 
thought  then  I  was  the  same  as  a  beast;  that  when  t 
died  there  would  be  an  end  of  me :  but  after  hearing 
tbem  I  found  I.  had  a  soul  that  must  be  happy  or 
miaemUa  for  ever.  -  Then  I  became  afitiid  to  die.  I 
was  afraid  to  take  a  gun  into  my  hand  lest  it  should 
kill  me,  or  to  meet  a  serpent  lest  it  should  bite  me;    I 
was  afraid  then  to  go  to  the  hittn  to  hunt  lions  or 
elephants,  lest  they  should  <levour  me.    But  when  I 
heard  of  the  Son  of  God  having  cofhe  into  the  wOi4d 
to  diefor  sinnetB,  aH  that  fear  went  away.    I  took  my 
again,  and  wiAout  fear  of  death  went  to  hunt 
s  and  tyger^  and  ^phants.    You  shall  soon  have 
^portunity  to  be  taught  the  teme  things." 
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17tb«  I  went  in  the  moroii^  with  tea  or  twdve  of 
our  people,  to  exauuf^  a  ciive  in  the  deep  excavadod^ 
which  turoefl  out  to  be  a  &r  mme  ^MrmidaUe  adveti* 
ture  than  I  had  expwtedL  It  was  on  the  side  irf'a  U^ 
diffi  separated  ^^001  an  opposite  cliff  equally  high, 
only  by  a  ^w  yards.    For  about  two  hundred  yards 
we  had  to  w«Jk  ott  prcyectiDg  rocjis  oeir  Hae  middle 
of  the  opposite  diff.  We  were  soon  obliged  to  take  off 
our  shoes  lest  we  should  slidfB  down  the  rocks,  and 
advaocif^  a  £sw  yardd  farther  we  were  advised  to  take 
off  ODT  stocking9»  a9  iQore  likely  to  preveat  our  didiog 
down*    When  wi^  fparne  oppeste  to  the  cave,  with 
great  caiftioB  we  deseeifd^  to  the  bottom  of  the  eiiff; 
then  two  of  our  Hottentots  went  iitto  a  pod  iopmed 
by  the  river,  on  purpose  to  sound  it,  as  we  had  to 
cross  it  to  reach  the  cave^    They  found  it  two  feet 
and  a  half  deep,  till  withip  two  ]^urds  of  the  other  side^ 
over  which  they  placed  a  ladder  they  had  brought 
with  them.    Michel  mounted  jfirst,  who  when  cUmbing 
the  rocjc  dipped,  and  rdled  domi  into  the  water,  coi^ 
ptetely  over  Hm  headi  which  appeared  to  the  other 
Hotteotpts  a  mene  Ui&%  for  they  oaly  smiled  about 
half  a  minute,  and  pressed  forwftnL    A  fiiend  from 
Qraaf  Reytiet,  who  was  tall  and  stcoag,  carried  me 
over  on  his  back.    lit  was  no  ea%  matter  to  dinib  jstp 
to  the  cave's  mouth,  from  the  steepness  and  smitoth- 
ness  of  the  rock.  A  light  being  struck,  we  ventured  in 
with  thre^  candles.    On  the  roof  of  the  cave,  which 
resembled  that  of  a  cathedral  in  miniature,  hung  hun- 
dreds of  bats  fast  asleep.    Our  lights  awoke  many  of 
^m,  and  4hey  j9ew  about  us  to  the  no  small  dagger 
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of  extinguishing  our  lights.  Within  the  cave  we  sunk 
half  way  up  the  leg  into  their  dung,  which  probably  has 
been  cdlecting  for  many  centuries.  The  bats  hang  by 
their  feet  so  dose  tc^ther,  that  at  first  sight  it  appeared 
to  be  carved  work  on  the  roof.  After  viewing  different 
apartments  in  the  cave,  which  appeared  singularly 
gloomy  and  dismal,  we  found  considerable  difficulty  in 
returning. 

On  arriving  at  Mr.  Vanderkervel's,  they  brought  to 
me  four  Bushwomen  and  five  or  six  Hottentot  women, 
covered  only  with  sheep  skins  carelessly  thrown  over 
their  shoulders.  I  addressed  them  by  means  of  Mr. 
Kicberer,  and  a  Hottentot  girl  who  understood  both 
Dutch  and  the  Bushmen's  language.  None  of  them 
seemed  to  know  any  thing  of  God,  except  one  woman, 
who  said  her  grandfather  had  told  her  there  was  a 
God,  or  Great  Master.  They  appeared  much  pleased 
to  hear  that  they  were  soon  to  be  taught  the  same 
things  that  white  people  know.  They  shewed  me 
a  Bushman's  boy,  who  they  said  when  first  brought 
there  was  as  wild  as  a  lion,  and  would  bite  any 
thing  that  came  near  him;  no  doubt  fix>m  the  hor- 
ror he  felt  at  being  brought  amongst  white  people, 
of  whose  murders  of  his  forefathers  he  perhaps  had 
often  heard. 

About  noon  we  departed  in  a  wa^n  with  six 
horses,  our  own  ox  waggons  having  gone  on  before, 
and  halted  at  one,  P.M.  at  the  place  of  Nicholas 
Vanderkervel.    A  Bushwoman  about  sixty  years  of 
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age,  who  only  measures  three  feet  nine  inches,  was  m- 
troduced  to  us.  She  knew  no  more  about  God  than 
the  very  cattle,  although  she  lived  amongst  white  peo- 
ple; yet  she  expressed  satisfaction  on  hearing  that 
missionaries  would  come  soon  to  instnict  her  and  her 
people.  There  were  some  other  persons  younger,  but 
equally  ignorant 

On  travellmg  a  little  farther  we  came  to  M.  Pinnar's 
{dace,  which,  though  not  at  the  utmost  boundary  of 
the  colony,  is  the  last  habitation  of  white  men.  In 
conversation  with  some  Hottentots  by  means  of  an 
interpreter,  I  observed  one  man  smile,  as  if  much 
pleased,  when  he  heard  that  people  were  coming  from 
a  far  country  to  instruct  them.  I  could  not  but  hope 
that  Jesus  had  thoughts  of  mercy  toward  this  man.  I 
visited  a  small  reed  hut,  which  stood  at  the  foot  of  a 
hill  behind  the  boor's  house,  in  which  an  old  blind 
Bushman  lived.  We  found  him  asleep  in  a  sheep 
skin,  which  was  his  only  dress;  indeed  there  was  n(A. 
another  article  within  his  hut  When  he  awoke  he 
dowly  sat  up;  and,  from  the  blackness  of  hb  skin,  his 
long  beard,  and  probably  not  having  smiled  for  many 
years,  he  had  an  uncommonly  grave  and  peculiar  ap- 
pearance. A  friend  from  Graaf  Reynet  was  my 
Dutch  interpreter,  and  a  Hottentot  girl  about  twelve 
years  of  age,  interpreted  into  the  Bushmen's  language, 
kneeling  on  the  ground,  with  her  black  sheep  skin 
thrown  over  her  shoulders,  and  her  clasped  hands 
under  her  chin.  She  spake  to  the  old  man  what  she 
was  desked,  with  a  gravity  that  astomshed  me.  It  was 
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SO  simple  and  so  singular,  that  it  could  dot  easily  be 
imitated.  The  whole  scene  wckild  have  meHted  the 
pencil  of  a  Raphael  to  paint  it.  A  small  group  df 
children  stared  into  the  hut.  The  poor  man  knew 
nothing;  and  when  the  girl  tdd  him  that  an  institution 
was  soon  to  be  established  to  teach  him  and  other; 
the  things  of  God,  which  would  make  them  happy,  he 
made  no  verbal  answer,  but  he  intimated,  in  a  very 
significant  manner,  that  he  understood  what  she  told 
him^  but  that  the  report  coming  from  white  people,  he 
would  not  believe  it  till  it  took  i^ce. 

.  The  master  of  the  house,  a  young  man,  had  his  band 
lately  shot  off  by  a  musket;  another  young  man,  who 
iq^peared  to  be  his  brother,  had  his  leg  broken  lately 
by  a  M  from  his  horse ;  and  the  mistreiis  bad  been 
confined  only  four  days.  The  femily  were  very  friendly 
to  us.  After  halting  about  an  hour  we  proceed^  on 
our  journey,  and  a  second  time  left  behind  us  the 
habitations  of  chrilized  men.  The  country  is  cov^ed 
with  heath;  ooiy  here  and  there,  at  great  distuioes 
from  each  other,  is  there  any  grass* 

A  little  after  sun-set,  by  means  of  our  firteod's  3tiXK^ 
oxen,  we  reached  a  fountain  where  our  waggons  had 
halted  for  some  time;  these  soon  went  forwaid,  and 
we  foUotved  ia  about  fm  hour^  At  eight,  P.M.  we 
came  up  to  them,  and  travelled  to^^er  fbrsome 
time,  when  we  again  left  them  and  pushed  forwan), 
^teompankd  by  tea  armed  hprs^emen,  jiM>Qr9  wd  their' 
elates.    At  me,  P^M^  we  iwtoed  anoog  low  hiU«i 
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wbere  there  was  grass.  Oiu*  teat  was  erected,  a  fire 
lighted,  and  cofiee  prefMired  by  the  time  the  other 
waggons  arrived.  The  boors  remarked  that  the  place 
should  be  called  Lioqs*  Yalk^,  because  they  greatly 
abound  there.  We  had  mucb  lightning  and  a  little 
thunder,  after  which  Mowed  abundance  of  rain. 

'  18th.  The  rain  continued  to  fall  during  the  whole 
fiight,«nd  thip  di^y  till  three,  P,M^  when  it  abated,  and 
I  ascended  to  the  summit  of  a  low  hill  to  view  the 
sorrounding  country.  When  oa  the  hill  two  of  the 
boors,  Mr.  Kich^rer,  and  an  armed  Hott^tot,  came 
to  inform  me  it  was  dangerous  to  walk  alone  ia  such 
places,  as  Bushmen  might  be  concealed  among  the 
rooks.  I  was  not  aware  of  this,  and  tlumked  tbem  for 
their  attention  to  my  safety.  It  being  impossible  to 
reach  the  next  fountain  b^ore  night,  we  resolved  to 
postpone  our  departure  until  the  morrow*  We  now 
Mmmenced  beeping  watdi  during  the  night,  iownedi* 
aildy  aftar  sun-set  I  observed  that  the  Hottentots 
watcbed  chiefly  on  tfae  lee  side  of  the. waggons; ,  the 
nmBoakft  which  I  Mderrtoodlo  be,  that  a  lion  or  a 
fiosbman  never  makes  an  attack  finom  the  windward 
side,  because  then  the  dogs  soon  smell  them,  .and 
^ve  the  alarm.  The  night  was  cold  and  the  ground 
damp. 

"  iptb.  After  prayer  rfor  protection  we  again  ppo^ 
deeded  on  ^Mrjawmey  at  seven^  A«M.  having  now  n^ 
road.  We  crossed  a  valley  covered  with  beatb,  ia 
Which  we  observed  the  footmarks  of  a  company  of 
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lions  that  bad  passed  that  morning.  At  ten,  A.M.  we 
entered  a  pass  between  hills,  which  Mr.  Kicherer  and 
friends  were  pleased  to  name  Campbell  s  Pass.  In 
consequence  of  the  late  rains,  the  boors  said  the 
marks  of  our  waggon  wheels  would  be  visible  for  four 
years:  as  we  were  thus  commencing  a  path  which 
perhaps  may  be  travelled  for  hundreds  of  years  to 
come,  we  endeavoured  to  proceed  in  the  most  level 
and  direct  way  we  could.  When  our  people  who  were 
mounted  were  chasing  some  quachas,  a  fat  and  &tigued 
one  fell  behind  his  companions,  which  was  soon  sur- 
rounded by  our  hcMBemen,  and  brought  with  them  to 
the  waggcms. 

When  we  approached  the  fountain  we  had  come 
to  examine,  respecting  its  suitableness  for  a  missionary 
station,  two  of  our  horsemen  came  hastily  towards  our 
waggons,  on  which  the  driver  of  our  waggon  said,  they 
bad  seen  a  lion :  we  inquired  how  he  knew  it ;  he  said 
he  knew  it  by  their  faces.  But,  like  all  other  Hotten* 
tots,  he  had  good  eyes,  for  not  one  of  us  could  at  (iiat 
distance  distinguish  one  feature  in  their  countenances. 
On  reaching  us  they  informed  us  that  two  lions  were 
crouching  among  the  reeds  below.  All  the  waggons 
drew  up  on  an  ascent  immediately  opposite  the  place 
where  they  lay;  and  the  wheels  were  chained,  lest  the 
roaring  or  appearing  of  the  lions  should  terrify  the 
oxen  and  make  them  run  off,  which  frequently  hap- 
pens on  such  occasions.  Thirteen  men  then  drew  up 
about  fifty  yards  from  the  lions,'  with  their  loaded 
muskets,  and  we  who  were  only  to 'be  spectators  stood 
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upon  «  bmp  of  rodui  about  fifty  yiyrds  behind  theiii» 
gttai«kd  by  tbiree  iin»ed  i»eo»  lost  the  Uoos  »hoiikl 
^iber  ikH  be  wouoded,  or  only  sl^Uy,  and  rush  uppo 
U9«  WbeQ  all  wwki  readkieais>  tb«  iim:q  b«low  poured 
•  voUey.  (tf  6bot  towarda  the  lions»  when  oae  of  tbecPi 
dMi  inale>  made  off,  seemingly  wounded  sligbdy;  but 
tto  other  was  disabled^  ao  that  it  remained.  The  do^ 
ian  towards  ber»  making  a  great  noise*  but  ventured 
no  neai^  than  within  five  or  six  yards.  On  the  second 
ist  flbe  wat  sbot  dead*  She  was  a  Urge  and  fat 
)ioneas>  with  a  funout  oKmtBiianee.  She  was  dn^ged 
finom  the  reeds  while  yet  warav  and  sicinned  dkecily. 
A  buUet  was  found  under  the  skin,  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  taU»  wUeh  she  must  have  Kmved  long  ago, 
as  the  woaod  was  healed.  She  had  received  many 
wiauads  finom  our  people  particularly  a  severe  one  in 
the  inside  of  her  mouth. 

We  haltad  at  Buck's  Fountain,  which  was  only  a 
ftw  buiMJbred  yards  beyond  where  we  had  killed  the 
limfsa;  ^  was.  the  place  we^  had  come  purposely  to 
emmme,  bat  we  found  only  a  small  stream,  insufficient 
to  water  much  ground*  Ha^g  heard  of  a  much 
greater  stream  being  at  Rhinoceros  Berg,  about  a 
week's  journ^  distant,  in  a  diffi»rent  diiection  fi*om 
'.our  coute,  Mn  Kicherer  and  the  boors  who  were  with 
^  kindly  offisred  to  visit  it  for  us»  and  to  write  their 
cpimoo  of  it  to  Cape-towa 

During  supper,  while  talking  of  the  feats  of  lions 
and  lion  hunters,  we  heard  a  lion  roaring  at  some 
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distancey  and  a  little  after  the  roar  ivas  beard  from  no 
great  distance  behind  our  tent,  which  probably  was  the 
male  lion  come  in  search  of  his  mate.  If  be  found  her 
carcase,  the  boors  said  be  would  eat  it ;  and  asserted, 
(what  b  very  horrid,)  that  the  bushmen  often  threw 
their  children  to  the  lion  to  preserve  themselves,  which 
has  giead;  encreased  the  desire  of  these  animals  after 
human  flesh,  especially  the  flesh  of  bushmen;  so  mudi 
80,  that  were  a  lion  to  find  a  white  man  and  a  bush* 
man  asleep  together,  he  would  take  the  bushman  and 
leave  the  white  man.  At  present  these  ferodous  ani- 
mals are  said  to  kill  more  bushmen  than  sheep. 

A  lion,  one  day,  seized  a  Hottentot  by  die  arm, 
but  the  Hottentot's  dog  getting  hold  of  the  lion  by 
his  leg,  he  let  go  the  Hottentot,  to  drive  away  the 
dog,  by  which  means  the  Hottentot  escaped  the  jaws 
of  death.  When  a  lion  overcomes  an  ox,  he  carries 
him  off  on  his  back,  but  a  sheep  in  his  mouth,  which 
of  course  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  difierence  in 
the  weight  of  the  two  animals.  Mr.  Kicherer  meii- 
tioned,  that  when  his  sexton  and  his  wife  were  asleep 
under  their  waggon,  and  their  litde  dog  at  their  feet, 
a  lion  can:ie  and  carried  off  the  dog  without  injuring 
them.  It  was  long  after  we  had  killed  the  licmess 
before  we  mis^  the  quacha  which  had  been  brought 
to  our  waggons  alive;  but  while  oin*  attentidn  had 
been  occupied  by  the  lion,  the  quadia  was  n^ected, 
and  made  ite  escape,  so  that  the  death  of  the  lioness 
saved  its  life. 
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JOURNBT  ACROSS  THE  BUSHMEN^  COUNTRY. 

Mat  30. 

JN  OW  we  wete  to  part  ftom  our  friends  who  had 
accompanied  us  teu  days.  Mr.  Kicberer  preached  to 
us  in  the  morning ;  we  then  partook  of  an  early  dinner; 
after  which  we  united  in  prayer  to  God,  commending 
each  other  into  his  hands,  and  after  saluting  one  an- 
od)er,.we  separated  in  silence,  perhaps  to  see  each 
other  no  more  uQtil  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 
We  then  entered  the  Bushmen's  country,  now  and 
then  casting  a  look  after  the  dear  friends  we  had  left 
bdund.  We  travdled  across  a  plain  until  the  settii^ 
of  the  sun,  when  we  came  to  water  that  had  been 
collected  in  holes  during  the  late  rain.  Some  of  our 
stragglers  brought  to  us  three  young  Bushmen,  whom 
they  had  met  on  a  journey.  They  possessed  more 
lively  and  interesting  countenances  than  the  Hotten- 
tots. Their  frtther,  an  old  man,  they  said  was  lodgii^ 
in  a  hole  among  the  rocks  at  a  little  distance.  We 
informed  them  we  had  come  from  a  distant  country, 
had  taught  the  Hottentots  many  good  things,  and 
designed  .also  to  send  teachers  to  their  nation.  They 
said  they  were  glad  to  hear  it;  and  one  of  themofiered 
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to  accompany  us  on  our  journey  to  the  Great  River. 
The  other  two  went  off  with  the  food  we  had  given 
them  for  their  father;  they  carried  along  with  them 
pieces  of  lighted  wood  to  frighten  away  lions.  Travelled 
N.E.  by  N. 

Slst  The  frost  was  so  keen  during  the  night,  that 
water  in  the  bottom  of  a  kuige  dish  which  stood  in  the 
open  air  was  completely  frozen.  The  Bushmans 
family  came  to  us  at  eight  in  the  morning,  consisting 
of  the  father,  his  two  sons,  with  the  wife  of  one 
carrying  a  child  about  ten  months  old.  When  we 
went  to  prayer,  (the  nature  of  which  had  been  ex- 
plained to  them,)  they  lay  prostrate  on  the  ground,  in 
imitation  of  our  Hottentots*  The  woman  iiad  rather 
an  interesting  ftppearance ;  her  eyes  indicated  natural 
talent,  and  her  child  lookckl  well,  notwithstanding  its 
copper  colour.  She  gave  me  three  rings,  made  of  cord, 
whidi  her  child  wore  on  its  arm,  and  I  presented  her 
with  aome  beads  to  put  in  their  (dace.  The  child  wore 
nothing  more  than  a  few  strings  of  berries,  as  iubsti^ 
tmes  for  beads,  intersperaed  with  areolar  pieces  of 
the  ostncfa  e^.  When  preparing  to  riiave,  I  held  my 
looUng-glaoi  before  each  of  them.  All  expressed  as- 
tnnishnient  at  beholding  their  faces,  which  they  imew 
to  be  their  own,  by  opening  their  mouths  wide,  and 
holding  oat  their  tongues^  which  they  perceived  to  be 
doneattheaametinie  by  the  figure  in  the  ^ass.  Th^ 
all  turned  away  their  heads,  and  held  up  their  hands 
before  their  months  when  they  ftnt  saw  themselves,  as 
if  disgusted  with  the  sight   The  woman,  in  oitder  to 
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be  quite  certaio  that  it  was  berself  she  saw  ia  the 
^ass,  turned  round  her  babe  that  was  tied  to  her 
back,  and  on  seeing  it  alac^  she  seemed  satisfied. 
They  were  clothed  in  sfaeepbiuos.  At  ten  A.M.  two 
lions  appeared  at  a  little  distance,  which  were  first 
noticed  by  the  Bushnien,  who  are  orach  afraid  of 
them;  we  dispatched  a  {miy  to  drive  them  Jtway, 
winch  they  effected  Th^  told  us  that  some  time  ago, 
a  lion  came  and  dhragged  a  man  out  of  his  house,  and 
then  devoured  him. 

These  strangers  At  the  wbde  time  they  were  with 
US,  without  once  rising.  They  were  employed  in  cook* 
ing  and  eatmg  meat  till  we  separated.  Our  Hottentots 
remarked,  that  Bushmen  would  eat  constantly  fior 
three  days,  and  then  fast  three  days.  When  our 
waggons  set  off,  the  young  man  rose  up  from  the  fire 
around  which  his  friends  were  sitting,  without  taking 
the  smallest  notice  of  them^  or  bidding  them  farewell; 
indeed,  one  would  have  thougbt  by  the  manner  of  his 
departure,  that  he  intended  to  return  in  fire  minutes. 
I  did  not  think  he  was  gone  till  one  of  our  people  told 
me  he  was  in  tiie  first  waggon  that  bad  moved.  Before 
parting,  I  took  their  child  in  my  arms  for  sometime^ 
stroked  it  and  restored  it  to  the  rigbtful  owner.  Not 
one  of  them  had  a  name  except  the  fiitheri  whom  Ha^ 
called  Old  Boy  in  their  language;  I  advised  the 
woman  to  wash  her  fiice,  which  was  extremely  dirty; 
but  by  a  significant  shake  of  her  bead,,  she  expressed 
aversion  to  such  an  operation ;  upon  which  our  Hot^ 
tentols  by  way  of  apdogy  for  bet,  said,  that  Busbmm 
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thought  dirt  upon  their  skin  kept  them  warm.  Each 
of  them  had  a  jackal's  tail  fixed  on  a  stick  to  wipe  the 
sweat  fit)m  their  fiures  in  hot  weather.  They  had  also 
a  quiver  of  poisoned  arrows.  They  had  left  the  old 
womani  the  mother,  in  the  cave  where  they  had  slept 
during  the  ni^ht.  Th^  had  been  visiting  a  distant 
kraal,  and  were  returning  to  their  own.  When  we 
had  advanced  a  few  miles,  I  learned  that  tbeyoui^man 
who  accompanied  us  had  a  wife  and  child  at  home. 
Thermometer  at  noon,  58. 

This  season  may  be  called  the  Bushman's  harvest 
for  the  ground  being  softened  by  the  rain,  they  can 
easily  pull  up  roots  not  only  for  present  consumption, 
but  if  they  choose  for  future  use  also.  In  summer 
tfiey  are  supplied  with  locusts,  which  they  dry  and 
pound  into  powder,  which  serves  as  a  substitute  for 
flour. 

Our  being  accompanied  by  the  young  Bushman 
appeared  to  be  a  singular  favour  fit)m  providence 
for  had  he  not  been  with  us,  it  is  probable  we  should 
neither  have  found  grass^  nor  water,  nor  wood  for  fire  at 
ni^t  We  had  not  seen  a  blade  of  grass  during  the  first 
day's  journey ;  but  a  little  after  sun-set  he  led  us  out  of 
our  track,  up  a  narrow  pass  between  two  hills  on  our 
righ^  to  a  small  sequestered  valley,  where  there  was  a 
fountain,  grass^  and  abundance  of  fire-wood.  I  looked 
to  him,  as  Elijah  may  be  supposed  to  have  looked  to 
the  ravens  that  fed  him  in  the  wilderness,  as  Gkxl's 
instrunmt  for  fulfilling  his  gradous  will  to  us^  in 
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Imswer  to  the  prayers  of  distant  friends*  He  was  cheer- 
ful and  happy,  appearing  to  consider  himself  perfecdy 
safe  with  as,  wfaicbr  is  wonderfhl,  considering  how 
cruelly  his  nation  has  in  fmner  times  been  treated  t^ 
the  colonists*  We  soon  made  a  lai^  fire  of  Ihe  tur- 
pentine plant,  which  a:flbrded  both  li^  aind  heat 
The  night  was  so  cM^  that  whfle  writing  in  the 
tent,  I  was  obliged  to  have  a  hot  stone  under  my  feet 
About  ten  P.M.  a  wolf  came  to  see  what  he  could 
make  of  us,  but  our  fires  and  the  baridog  of  our  dcf^ 
obliged  him  takeep  his  distance. 

fi2d.  At  smHTise  ibe  thermometer  was  SS.  We 
named  our  fi>untain,  Hardcasde  Fountain.  I  over- 
heard some  of  our  Hottentots  tellii^  die  young  Bosh* 
man  what  thii^  he  was  Iftely  to  get  when  he  should 
arrive  at  Ci^-town.  They  tdd  him  that  probably 
he  would  get  a  looking-^bun  to  see  himself  in,  lite, 
that  whidi  I  had  held  before  his  fece :  but  turning 
round  his  head,  he  said  he  did '  not  like  it — ^like 
thousands  who  refiise  to  see  their  own  character  de- 
picted in  Scripture,  turmog  fitun  it  with  disgust: 
Mr.  R.  sowed  some  peadi  seeds,  and  I  some  orange 
seeds,  near  the  fountain,  whidi,  if  they  come  to  per- 
fection, may  furnish  the  natives  with  food.  The 
passage  leading  from  Hardcastle  Fountain  pCMnts 
nearly  north ;  having  Kombuis  Mountain  in  fiiU  view, 
at  the  distance  of  seven  or  eight  miles. 

We  departed  at  noon,  when  the  thermoikieier  was 
68. '  The  first  half  of  our  journey  lay  N.K  and 
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tbe  l«st  half  N.  and  generatly  over  riwig  ground  i 
the  eitrth  was  red*  and  ^r  the  most  part  covered 
with  tall  beatb.  In  tba  e?emDg»  Mr.  Read  and  I, 
with  three  armed  Hottentots  and  the  Busbman,  waUood 
considerably  a  head  of  the  waggeos,  in  acarcfa  of 
water;  he  MAd  us  tbere  was  no  feiiotaia  ia  that  part; 
but  m  consequence  of  the  late  tain,  hales  near  the 
foot  of  the  faiUs  were  likely  lobe  M  of  water.  When 
it  was  dark,  we  heard  a  Hottentot  call  out,  water  I 
from  A  distance,  but  oonld  not  asoeitaiin  from  what 
direction  the  voice  came.  Oh  I  said  one  of  the  Hot- 
tentots, it  is  this  way,  for  that  carane  (a  fowl)  we 
heard,  bas  just  risen  from  waier ;  and  so  we  found  it, 
hut  there  was  not  a  blade  of  grass  for  tbe  poor  cattle^ 
only  bealh  bushes.  We  observed  a  Bosbmaa^s  foe 
Ijgbted  ^p  about  twelve  mieft  oS,  upon  the  hills.  A 
abort  iwe  after  our  fioe  waa  lighted,  our  three  borae- 
mm  anifad  with  a.  yeuog  elk  they  had  cav^l; 
wbieh  was  about  the  siee  of  a  largp  calf.  It  was 
immediateiy  killed  for  the  next  day  s  provision.  Tbey 
saw  five  itons  in  oonpoiy,  whan  they  were  ohaaidg 
a  flodf  of  elks,  and  the  liona  foUowed  the  example 
itf  the  «tta,  hi  running  away;  I  did  not  hear,  of  the 
men  puiauing  them,  hot  suppose  tbey  look  to  theor 
heels  dkOf  so  that  they  y^tn  all  iaeing  from  eadh 


83d.  At  seven  AJkL  at  the  peayar  nesting,  thrae 
Hottentots  engaged  in  prayer ;  and  at  eight  we  were 
obhgad  im  move  forward  in  quest  oi  ffmrnhr  tbe 
cattle.   At  alartia^  wefloasedfrom  skBpawfldttd^ 
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whiqb  our  dpgs  purautd  mtbout  -suooees.  Though 
Ihom  was  ao  grait^  ytt  there  was  plenty  of  the  husb* 
oBMi's  plant  on  the  way.  It  is  a  bnlboils  root,  about 
the  sm  of  a  oroeus^  and  resembling  it  in  appearance ; 
when  roasted,  it  tastes  like,  the  rcM»led  chesnut  By 
Ae  bushmen  it  is  eattedOir;  by  the  Hottentots,  Om. 
I  partook  ol  some  which  oor  bushman  bad  roasted, 
aad  liked  tfaem  very  much. 

This  part  of  Africa,  without  a  mirfcie,  must,  for 
want  of  water,  pemain  a  wilderness  to  the  end  of 
dme ;  it  caimol  be  inhabited,  tboegh  its  graeral  ap* 
pearance  is  ebarming. 

At  tea  A.M.  we  came  to  a  narrow  path  nmde  by 
quachas,  who  travel,  as  wild  ducks  fly,  in  a  line^ 
gne  behind  the  other.  We  hc^ied  this  path  would 
lead  usioa  ftwitain,  but  in  less  thanamil&it  became 
MMrisiMeL 

Fa  the  last  thvee  days  we  had  been  graduaUy 
^Mending,  but  we  appeared  now  to  have  ceaobed  the 
summit,  from  which  there  is  a  very  Mteasiw  pro^ 
spect,  for  at  leasl  sixty  miles  before  us,  and  we  judged 
it  likely  that  we  should  continue  to  descmd  until  we 
reached  the  Great  River.  Tbermomeler  at  noon  was 
68 ;  at  one  P.M.  it  rose  to  80 ;  and  at  two,  it  was  S6. 
Piatty  wdlinthe  middle  of  aa  African  winter! 

Our  bushman  was  generally  asleep  after  joming^us^ 
esKept  when  eatmg ;  but  he  was  now  running  with 
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remarkable  speed  after  our  advanped  party,, to  pcunt 
towards  water.  He  knew  nothing  abouttbe  finding  of 
grass,  as  that  is  no  concern  of.bushoien,  who  possess 
no  cattle.  A  group  of  thirteen  .hills  were  insight,  jdi 
shaped  like  a  sugar  loaf,  only  more  extended*  at  the 
base.  The  smell  adsing  from  the  bushes  cm^ed  down 
by  our  waggon  wheeb  resembled  that  of  an  Apot^^ 
cary*s  shop.  Much  did  I  feel  for  our  oxen,  who  had 
fasted  nearly  two  days  for  want  of  grass,  but  at  three 
P.M.  our  hopes  of  relief,  were  raised,  by  observing 
smoke  rise  at  a  distance,  as  a  signal  from  our  horsemen^ 
that  water  was  found.  It  was  near  a  chain. of  hills 
due  N.  of  us.  At  four  P.M.  some  of  us  reached 
the  spot  on  foot,  where  we  found  plenty  of  grass  and 
water — ^a  gratifying  si^t  .indeed!  ,On  the.  an;ival.  of 
the  oxen,  it  was  pleasant  to  see  themrunning. to  grass 
and  water,  after  fastii^  so  long.  Observing.four  lions, 
a  little  to  the  eastward,  we  sent  eleven  men '  to  en- 
deavour to  drive  them  away,  to  prevent  their  disturbing 
us  in  the  night  time,  which  they  eff^ted.  Except  the 
four  lions,  we  saw  tieidier. beasts  nor  birds  during  the 
day.  It  appeared  to  be  a  land  forsaken  by  every 
creature  from  the  scarcity  of  water.  The  .i^pearance 
of  the  country,  however,  is  charming;  the  extensive 
plains  are  interspensed  with  hills  of  various  but  beau- 
tiftil  forms.  The  weather,  though  winter,  was  delightfiiL 

In  the  evening  I  asked  our  young  bushman  to  come 
into  the  tent,  with  his  interpreter,  to  have  some  con* 
venation  with  him.  I  inquired  what  h^  thought  to  l^ 
th^  worst  thiiig  a  nmn  could  do?  It  was  someliflie 
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before  we  could  make  him  understand  the  meaning^of 
ei  bad  thiJDg,  for  he  had  nerer  heard  that  one  thing  was 
worse  than  another.  When  he  appeared  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  meaning  of  body  I  asked  what  he  thought 
tvas  the  worst  thing  he  had  ever  seen  done  in  his 
kraaL  He  said  they  often  quarrelled,  and  when 
any  of  these  quarrels  ended  in  killing  one  another, 
it  was  fine,  good  sport;  it  shewed  courage.  He 
said  all  their  quarrels  were  aboat  their  wives:  one 
was  for  having  the  other's  wife,  which  he  did  not  think 
was  bad.  Being  asked  if  he  would,  consider  it  bad  if 
any  in  the  kraal  were  to  take  his  wife  while  he  was 
with  us,  he  answered,  Bad,  bad.  He  said  it  was  fine 
to  take  others'  wives,  but  not  fine  to  take  his.  He 
said  he  never  stole.  He  acknowledged  it  was  bad  to 
quarrel,  steal,  murder,  and  to  commit  adultery.  On 
being  asked  which  was  the  worst  of  these,  he  said  he 
could  not  telL 

I  then  asked  him  what  he  thou^t  was  the  best  thing 
a  man  could  do?  His  reply  to  this  question  was  ex- 
tremely infecting.  ^^All  my  life,  (said  he,)  I  have 
only  seen  evil,  and  never  any  good,  wherefore  I  can- 
not tell  what  is  best.''  The  questions  appeared  to  him, 
however,  as  mere  sport,  for  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
conversation* he  complained  that  he  had  a  Jiad  cap. 
He  informed  us  that  a  boor  once  came  and  attacked 
their  kraal,  and  they  knew  not  why,  but  he  and  those 
with  him  killed  ten  men,  women  and  children,  of  thp 
kraal.  We  asked  if  his  &tber  had  given  him  any  good 
advice  before  he  left  him  to  come  with  us.  He  rallied; 
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^^My  fiitber  jdd  I  was  going  with  ttrabge  people  and 
must  be  obedient^  and  perhaps  I  abaukl  get  mile' 
tbjDg ;  arid  while  with  tbctn  ht  AotM  take  care  of  my 
wi£e  and  child,  and  when  I  got  dducatkRl  and  raturoid 
I  should  be  able  U>  leach  them*" 

124^  Our  BulhAian  was  in  the  habit  of  sdiokii^ 
wild  hemp)  whith  8tiipi6es  and  cobatantly  idclkiei  U> 
sleep.  At  one^  'we  were  all  in  ototioQ^  asoebdlbg  to  a 
paw  betwted  hills^  which  was  full  of  bUshes  anrtatnne»> 
A  plant  called  the  Bushman's  Soap  was  very  plentiiil^ 
which  much  resembles  the  ice  plant;  <be  shkung  par^^ 
tides  with  wUob  it  Js  covered,  oo  being  teoched, 
turned  out  to  be  only  sinaU  ^^obes  of  w^Ucr>  which  the 
fdant  has  the  power  of  retaining. 

Daring  the  day  we  travelled  thrbuf^  <br4e  passe* 
among  large  rocks,  which  we  found  like  the  Scyllti  and 
Charibdis  of  the  ancients — in  trying  to  escape  on^ 
wesometimes  stmok  agttosl  ttaolheri  Out  nm^  ilho 
were  in  advance^  saw  thre^  Uoaa  puh«ng  a  hesd  of 
qoachasy  whtf  fled  tdiirafds  fh6m;  oa  sed^g  ^rlMh^ 
oar  men  ied  abo  towards  tho  waggons,  ieUowed  by 
ttie  lions,  but  tfaey  did  not  (Murb  us.  The  ikie  Mf  of 
Itai6  day's  jooioey  Was  N.W.  by  N.  the  other  batf 
Marly  R  TbctmcBoieter,  at  imlo^  60:  dt  thnse^  PiML 
70:  atstt»eet,  68.  Some  «tf  on  peepAe  wdre  eiti- 
ployed  part  <d  the  er easng  in.  ttodung  the  B^thiwft 
ibe  letters  id  the  alphabet  Alter  soppef  ire  biiod^ 
Imiintote  teady  andalked  Urn  a  few  obore  ^ueslkma 
What  be  thoogbi  tte  nioel  wotidbtfol  tinlg  he  had 
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ever.Bemr  Atu.  I  do  not  tbidc  OM  thing  more  won^- 
dcrfiil  than  iuoother-^all  tbe  be&Ms  are  io^.  Q.  If  be 
tioald  get  aiiy  iUittg  he  wtehed,  what  woutd  hA  defeit^ 
to  bfcv«?  An^  I  ifould  havd  (denty  ^  twtidft,  kdiveii, 
dbder^MJted,  cattle,  ahd  bheefK  Q.  Wbttt  othe^ 
CMntries  b^  he  heard  of?  Ans.  I  have  heattl  of  the 
Caffies,  Duteb,  and  EhgUoh,  but  I  bfeve  hot  sHen 
any  Englisk  Q.  What  kitid  of  food  he  would  \ik6 
best  to  have  every  day?  Am.  Btead  and  sbeet>'& 
flesh. 

.   %6tht  There  was  ice  on  tbe  water  in  the  moming 
about  the  tbicknesA  of  a  dollar.  Tb«»nioniet^,  ht  sttit- 
mtt  40)  at  noon,  70.    Abcmt  two,  P.M.  We  Caftie  to 
the  edg^  of  ah  ejtteonve  plain,  |yerbapi  an  bUdditd 
lofles  in  coreuiBferetic^  having  a  C^nsideriibl^  bk6  at 
tbe  weM  end  0f  it.    Tbis  lake,  which  perhaps  ho 
fioropean  ever  ^aw  before,  we  rtOdted  Burd6r'^  Lak6, 
after  tbe  .Secretary  to  tbe  Missionary  Sodety.    TbCr6 
t*  perbaps  tk>  eittsnt  of  country  lodoWfi  in  ^  Wdrid, 
fAvanred  vMi  M>  km  lal^  as  thode  pMId  of  Africd. 
AhhcMi^  I  bad  now  trav^ed  ^e  m/^Qa  in  Sbuth 
Africa,.  Ibis  wias  tbe  fi^t  I  bad  aeen  whiefa  dtlsetf&i 
tfas  nanie  of  a  kke;  twe  others,  in  Alban^jr,  aiv  Obly 
10^  pcnAs.    It  being  t6o  early  in  tbe  ddy  to  bal^  \ti 
passed  to  tbi  rj^  of  it.    We  fbuiid  fh«  wtNule  (if 
fiorder'ff  Phdn,  ctpccHd^f  in  die  vidfa^  at  Ae  Ikkd^ 
riwandii^  with  gmm,  ai»d  puticulwly  with  ^riCtii 
kinds  of  bucks.  We  shot  nine  bucks,  one  quacha,  and 
am  dbtrkbi     The  quacha  was  only  K'oonded,  and 
taii  kMe.    0«r  Bwfanttaa,  wb«  was  effir^tbely  fdiid  df 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198  JOURNEY  ACROSS  THE  [1815. 

that  creature's  flesh,  though  a  species  of  horse,  on 
observing  it  to  be  laofie,  leaped  from  the  waggon^ 
threw  off  his  sheiep  s  skin,  ran  towards  it,  and  with 
great  exertion  threw  a  stone  which  sunk  into  its  fore- 
head; on  which  he  drew  out  his  knife  and  stM>bed  it 
When  dead  he  cut  out  a  large  slice  from  its  loins  with 
the  skin  upon  it,  and  deposited  it  in  the  waggon,  wher^ 
we  permitted  him  to  sleep  during  the  day.  He  like^ 
wise  carried  off  the  tail  with  him« 

We  travelled  forward  among  low  bushes  till  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  search  of  grass  and  water, 
without  finding  either,  and  were  obliged  to  halt  in 
consequence  of  the  darkness;  of  course  our  tired  oxea 
were  obliged  to  go  to  sleep  without  food  or  drink.  At 
supper  we  found  there  was  not  a  drop  of  water  re- 
maining  in  our  casks^  all  having  been  consumed  by 
our  men,  who  came  in  weary  from  huntii^.  Mn  Read 
and  myself  were  of  opinion  not  to  advise  any  other 
traveller  to  cross  the  Bushman  country  by  the  route 
we  had  chosen,  but  to  enter  more  to  the  eastward; 
for  had  it  not  been  for  a  providential  fall  of  rain,  ten 
days  b^ore,  we  should  only  have  had  water  t^ice 
during  seven  days»  viz.  at  Hardcastle's  Fountain  and 
at  Burder's  Lake;  and  the  first  of  these  we  should 
not  have  discovered  but  for  the  young  Bushman  who 
accompanied  us,  without  whose  assistance  we  might  not 
have  been  able  to  dbcover  the  holes  which  catch  the  rain. 

S6th.  Departed  before  sun-riae,  in  search  of  grass 
and  water,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  45.  We  had 
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not  travelled  more  than  a  few  hundred  yards,  when, 
to  our  surprise  and  joy,  we  reached  the  Brak  river. 
This  river  seklom  runs,  exeept  after  great  rains;  at 
other  times  it  consists  of  a  chain  of  small  pools  in  the 
bed  of  the  river,  containing  good  water ;  though  in  the 
summer,  when  ttie  quantity  must  be  greatly  reduced 
by  absorption  and  exhalation,  it  probably  is  all  brack- 
ish, as  the  ground  contains  much  saltpetre.  We  tra- 
velled along  the  side  of  these  pools  until  nine,  A.M. 
when  we  halted  to  refresh  our  oxen  in  a  narrow  valley. 
Here  we  remained  until  two,  P.M.  when  we  were 
again  in  motion.  On  clearing  this  small  valley, 
bounded  by  rising  ground,  we  entered  a  plain,  con- 
taiding  here  and  there  some  small  hills.  On  advancing 
about  a  mile,  we  observed  smoke  on  one  of  the  hills 
to  our  left,  which  our  Hottentots  said  was  a  signal 
fixym  some  of  our  people  that  they  had  shot  an  elk, 
and  wanted  our  assistance  to  carry  it  off.  Accordingly 
we  ascended  with  our  waggons  towards  the  place  from 
whence  the  smoke  proceeded.  While  doing  so  our 
Bushnum  left  us  unobserved.  Our  Hottentots  con- 
jectured that  he  had  supposed  we  were  boors,  and  that 
we  meant  now  to  attack  a  kraal  of  his  countrymen  to 
murder  and  to  take  jHisoners,  and  had  therefore  fled, 
leaving  behind  him  his  bow  and  arrows.  On  travdling 
about,  two  miles  we  ft)und  an  elk  had  been  killed 
and  cut  up,  with  which  we  loaded  our  wi^gons,  and 
were  obliged  to  leave  part  behind  for  the  wild  beasts. 
Four  black-and-white  crows  followed  us  for  a  week, 
to  (Hck  up  any  thing  we  might  leave  behind  at  our 
haltii^  places. 
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We  halted  a  little  before  aim-iseL  As  moo  as  it 
was  dark,  a  fire  was  made  on  the  top  of  a  peigbbour^ 
ing  hill,  as  a  signal  to  iqform  pur  Bushooao  where  we 
wer^A  should  he  be  desirous  of  retunuDg.  We  obr 
served  soom  pigDs  of  BushmeQ  haviog  been  heit 
lately,  by  their  footroiarks,  a  little  plfitted  hair,  and 
a  pieoe  of  stick  newly  peeled.  As  we  had  not  seeo  a 
Uvipg  soul  since  the  first  ds^  we  entered  the  country^ 
Wf!  9II  iiMTpwly  iniipected  these  indi^tioqs  of  inbabitr 
^ptSi  and  fornacrt  yariow  cQqjecture^  None  of  us 
doubt^  that  the  Bushiaeo  were  watphiog  Qur  motiops 
from  thfi  neigbbouriqg  oHHintains,  with  the  vi^  c^ 
(\UMM«g  Ms>  *h(Quld  a  feyourablp  <^{¥)rtuni^  oflfer 
itself*  Th/e  river^  as  far  as.  we  observed  it»  rws  to  a 
N-W.  dirB?ti«ni 

?7^.  During  tbf5  iiighi  Q«r  sbwp  fled  frop  our 
»aggoR^  with  great  precipitatiw»  and  though  all  our 
p^ple  w?nt  iq  p«r»uit  of  tbem^  it  was  loog  before 
%\^  were  fcwnd-  Their  fright  and  flight  were  probiBk 
h\y  owing  V?  tl??  wpearawe  qf  a  li«  or  wolf.  We 
d(;par^d  fthQiit  *»-xi8€k  hut  in  1^  tbm  m  how  were 
ot>liged,  (»  accQwnt  of  tb«  raiq,  to, halt,  a^  the  oxen 
qvWPt  tr9?«l  iq  i^  ^^eir  stwMld«rs  beiqg  soon  galled 
by  *e  y«>k«-  W^  v«  Ja^w  w  Caflraw*  we  sjioubl 
}^v^  Imik  mm  oxpowd  t»  an  atta^lc  duriqg  raii^ 
\f^faum.  tbQ  Caffipea  toow  that  w^  and  dannp  weathor 
a^tsi  m^^%  ^(  <i<M^  HP  ^17  to  thev  f^ac^ys  or 
spem^j  bm  id  s^gb  wd^^th^r  BvshiAen  can  do  notbic^ 
m,  thf^  l)aw^«tring|»i«  inttdeiof  t|ie.entrails^aniAiab^ 
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ood  0DteeqiMik%  stretch  drid  bteftk;    Tborlnoiiietftr 


About  one  P.M.  the  rain  ceasiDg,  we  again  pro- 
cMod  on  our  journey,  and  in  half  ah  hour  came  to 
aidpenk^  in  dnhiBs  which  led  to  ?rhat  we  named 
WMks^  Hain.  Tb.view  it  in  every  dkeetion  wast  hti-^ 
going  so  the  eye^  as  tiotfaing  was  tisible  but  sbcnt 
brabes  of  a  dull  Uack  hiie>  if  beii^  winter.  We 
traced  the  bed  of  the  Bnk  River  in  a  K.  W.  directidii 
till  the  evening,  when  we  halted  near  a  little  water. 

flSUk  The  night  was  extremdy  cdd,  when  I  found 
my  shefepdun  covering  a  great  protection.  In  the 
Riomitig  we  had  several  hail  ahowera. .  At  eight  A.M* 
we  dispatched  our  interpreter  and  a  Hottentot  to  visit 
a  khial  of  btu^men  who  were  reported  to  Hve  about 
ten  ifailes  off,  M  inferni  tbem  of  oar  design  to  be 
there  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  induce  them  to  prevail 
on  their  chief  to  come  and  meet  us.  They  returned 
with  the  fnfdrmation  that  the  fcraal  was  deserted,  and 
having  seen  no  person  they  could  not  kam  where. diey 
#cre  gone* 

I  have  observed  three  different  methods  which  oat 
Hottemot  servants  have  c£  baking  bread.  1.  Tbej 
place  the  loaf  on  a  gridnx>n  over  tiie  fire.  fl«  They 
eoVtt  the  loaf  with  hot  ashesw  9»  After  sweepii^  the 
ground  upon  which  a  ftre  has  been  for  some  tim^ 
they  place  the  4oaf  there,  and  cover  it  with  a  pot 
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which  th^  surround  with  fire.  Perhaps  the^  lasl 
is  the  best  of  the  three  metfiods.  Thennonietar;  at 
noon,  44. 

We  continually  met  with  a  species  of  grass  .wfan^ 
is  veiy  troublesome.  If  it  even  attach  itself,  to  thi» 
outside  of  Ae  great  coat,  the  seeds  wiH  work  tiidr 
way  to  the  skin,  which  produces  much  uneasinoasw^ 
Our  clothes  required  to  be  cleared  of  these  visitois 
after  evary  walk,  or  we  sufiered  by  the  ue^ect 

During  the  day  our  waggons  had  several  narrow 
escapes  irom  fisilling  into  pits  made  by  the  buahmeu 
for  catching  beasts.  They  are  five  or  six  feet  deep; 
at  the  bottom  of  which  is  stuck  a  paiaoDed  stak^  and 
the  mouth  is  concealed  by.a  dight  covering  of  branches 
strewed  over  with  grass,  that  the  unsuspecting  creature 
walking  over,  may  sink  down  and  be  taken.  Those 
we  passed  were  old  ones. 

At  the  place  at  which  we  arrived  about  sun-set,  the 
Brak  River  ceased  to  have  a  bed ;  the  ground  b^ii^ 
fla^  it  must  form  itself  in  the  rainy  season  into  an 
extensive  lake,  as  is  evident  fi'om  the  absence  of 
bushes  on  the  ground,  and  the  kind  of  grass  which 
covers.it,  which  at  this  season,  b^ng  withered,  h|$ 
much  the  appearance  of  a  ccnm  field  in  autunuu  The 
sun  was  set  before  we  could  reach  any.  water,  w^ich 
obliged  us  to  stop,  lest  in  the  dark  we^  should  fiiU 
into  some  of  the  pits. 
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39Al  Departed  about  suthrise  in  search  of  water. 
Thenaonieter  42.  In  about  an  hour  we  came  to  a 
litde  water  in  a  bole,  at  which  we  unyoked  the  oxen 
to  let  them  drink,  which  they  did  eagerly,  and  nearly 
emptied  it  At  ten  A.M.  we  arrived  at  plenty  of 
water,  left  by  die  last  rain  whidi  happened  two  days 
b^9re.  Indtod,  but  fw' that  diower,  we  must  have 
been  without  a  drop  of  waler.  In  this  God  had 
evidently  been  wcNrking  in  our  fiivour.  Mr.  Read 
having  ofiared  to  be  my  interpreter,  at  our  nuxning 
worship,  IgavetbeesLhortationfrom  1  Thess.  i.  8 — 10, 
appfyiDg  the  wofds  to  die  believers  at  Bethdsdorp. 
I  smiled  at  the  remark  of  one  of  our  Hottentots^ 
(Boozak,}  after  all  was  over.  ^^  The  truths  from  that 
passitge,  (said  he,)  have  made  me  as  light  as  a  feather." 
Thermometer  at  noon,  56. 

At  two  o'dodc  we  were  tipm  moving  forward, 
westerly,  over  a  flat  country,  with  bills  in  various 
directiona  at  a  distance:  die  sdl  was  red  day,. and 
covered'  with  bushes.  Several  of  us  walked  a  head  in 
search  ci  water  until  it  was  dark ;  but  recollecting 
that  none  ^  us  had  a  muskeg  and  that  cooseqpiently 
weshouldbed^fencelessif  attacked  by  a  lion,  tyger^ 
or  a^  other  animal,  we  judged  it  best  to  halt  for  the 
waggons.  While  thus  waiting,  we  obsierved  a  fire 
lighted  up  to  the  left,  which  we  consi^red  as  a  sigpal 
fion  our  horsemen  that  tbqf  had  found  water;  and 
on  pushing  to  the  spot  throu^  the  bushes^  we  found 
that  they  had  again  discovereed  the  Brak  River,  which 
had  disappeared  for  some  time.    The  watar  we  had 
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used  for  some  days  was  do  parer  tban.tbe  Aidsest 
soap  sodt,  but  tviar  vi6  Md  now  to  me  -was'-BfiU 
thicker.  •  :  •'    •  •■•:•.'••■  • '■•' 

Ow  two  Hottentots  ipbo  belonged  to  the^dk^RffW 
mis^oQ,  noientiofied  anotber  cmijoetAm  as  to  ibt  nwM 
why  our  iiuAiiiaii  George  had  so  tuddenljr  ilecamped. 
Tbe  bashmoD  in  that  plurt  of  the  country  from  whenM 
he  came,  are  ihrays  attariimce  «^  thoMwbo  dwdl 
ID  the  mouotains  inhere  be  left  lis,  add  oftea  steal 
ftdm  them.  Of  codt^  #heii  hd  i^  til  al tor  Our 
direcdon,  by  diking  up  to  thesfe  mountinns,  in  coo- 
sequence  of  Itie  signal  from  our' m^'tbM  tb^had 
shot  an  ^%  from  a  dreAd  that  W  might  ti^C  some 
Kraals  there,  be  embrac^  a  ikvoiiitiMe  Opportunity 
to  leave  us.  .  ^    '  ^ 

dOtb«  In  the  mo/ningi  at  sun-rise,  the  Thermometer 
was  84,  mnd  ice  about  the  tfaiiktiesB  of  a  doUar  was 
on  tbe  poolsw  Many  wild  cotton  trees  sumxinded  us. 
After  Mr.  Read  hsA  preadied,  sc^  o(  us'  tiuited 
together  in  the  Lord*s  Sapper :  viL  Mr.  Rdad,  #bd 
IB  pai^r  of  tbe  church  at  Beiliefeclorp  i  CopM6;  who 
is  f  deacon ;  four  H^ttHntol  med«bers,  and  myself. 
We  cbduiued  to  obsietire  tfals  oildiniMe  diiring  the 
veinainder  of  our  jouroey  on  the  (iltst  day  of  ihle  ^W^, 
and  DO  doubt  ttmt  #te  ^  ^ret  tii^  tt  tiikl  cnrer  teen 
beltbratedinthaipart'of  AfHca:  Understanding  ^t 
Pfe  should  find  no  mord  water'  thut  ebuld  b^  ^is^,  fffl 
we  should  reach  th^  (jreat  Rivisr,  between  Ibtty  and 
fifty  toilesdistant^  we^ent  ftirward  al^^  in-^ 
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cnaing  to  totble  uS'  to  mcb  it  onibfi  foDdwiog  day. 
We.  hilttd  tt  iratpr-ar.fiit  Ml'  tbe^e^;  and  Cjupido 
praadied^  afteririiJeb  weiiktd'  miibh  forked- Ijgblittg^ 
siicceoded  by  what  reiemUed'sbeeiB  of  fire»  foUoiml 
hffthaiMfer  aodtMn.  AbfrntntoafrdghltlfQiovdeit 
thmiderlover  hterd  roUdd  omt  olir  head^  bufc  mir 
people  seemed  not  at  all  dlnomfnuxl  by  iL 

Slst.  E^lyin  ibe  momiiig  I.wirii  ahraked  byrBOiM 
eatramly  loud  daps  of  thuaderf  wbida  mada  eitJMr 
mytoUi  or  tb^  waggpa  in  which  I  slept,  to  t»eriible.; 
but  after  It  'was  re|M8ted  fbise  lir^.&nur'tifiMa,  I  ffUl 
asleep  again,  and  heard  it  no  more.  After  pvfjf^  we 
departed  before  sun-rise,  to  push  forward  to  water. 
We  travelled  chiefly  over  sand  and  low  bushes.  No 
wild  beasts  except  two  ellcs  were  seen,  and  only  a 
few  birds. 

A  short  time  after  day-li^t  appeared,  we  discovered 
the  track  of  one  or  two  waggons^  which  made  me  fed 
as  Robinson  Crusoe  did  on  observing  the  footsteps  of 
a  man  in  the  sand,  on  the  uninhabited  island  o£  Juan 
Femandes.  We  conduded  they  had  been  waggons 
from  Klaar  Water  settlement,  that  had  ccMne  to  hunt 
in  the  desert.  We  soon  lost  these  waggon  marks, 
when  we  travelled  am<mg  long  grass,  which,  with  the 
sand,  rendered  travdling  very  heavy  and  fatiguing 
both  to  oursdves  and  oxen.  At  nine  A.M.  the  jdain 
over  which  we  had  been  travelling  for  several  days 
became  narrow,  the  ground  rising  on  each  side.  We 
named  a  range  (Chills  to  the  westward,  Society  Hills. 
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At  tea  A  JM.  the  binhes  were  larger  than  we  had  been 
accustomed  to^  and  low  trees  appearing  at  a  litde 
distance,  we  considered  them  indications  of  our  ap- 
proach to  the  Great  River.  We  passed  some  wild 
busbmen's  huts  formed  of  the  branches  of  tifees,  but 
without  any  inhabitant  We  left  the  Brak  River, 
whose  water  continued  salt,  and  travelled  due  N. 
We  proceeded  over  a  rise  of  red  sand  and  tall  grass, 
which  extended  about  three  miles;  we  then  passed 
over  sand  mixed  with  stones  of  various  kinds,  many  of 
which  would  probably  have  been  prized  by  European 
lapidaries,  a  few  of  these  I  picked  up.  Thermometer 
at  noon,  64. 
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CHAP.    XIII. 


ARRIVAL  AT  THE  GREAT  RIVERr-B£RN«S  KRAAL— TRA- 
VSLLENO  ON  BANKS  OPTHE  GREAT  BXVER-^BUSHBIAN 
BAPTIZED— CROSSING  RIVER. 

Arriving  at  the  sunumt  of  a  loi^  asoeot,  about 
two  o'clock^  we  had  a  ^w.  of. the  long  wished  for 
riven     The  eyes  of  all  were  directed  towards  it, 
adminDg  its  grand'  aod  majestic  appearance,  and 
expressing  a  strong  desire  to  drink  of  its  pure  waters^ 
Now  that  we  beheld  this  tempting  object,  we  grudged 
every  minute  which  detained  us  from  it    It  might 
already,  in  a  certain  sense^  be  called  *^  a  river  of  life ;" 
for  even  the  .sight  gave  fiedi  strength,  vigour  and  ani* 
maticm  to  eveiy  one  .of  ua.   We  found  it  farther.off 
than  our  wishes  at  first  led  us  to  conceive,  for  we  did 
not  rectfh  its  banks  till  three  .o'clock,  when .  every  cm 
rushed  tow$rds  it,  and  dmnk  eagerly,  till  satisfied 
Beipg  accustomed  to  thidc  and  brackish  water,  we 
extidled  the  purity  and  swe^ness  of  the  Great  River 
water.    Neither  the  thickets  with  which  its  banks 
were  covered,  nor  the.  steejmess  <^  its  sides  seemed 
any  impediment  to  the  cattle  ap[Mt>aching  it;  they 
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pushed  heedlessly  forward  till  their  mouths  reached  it^ 
when  the  rapid  motions  of  every  tail  iixiicated  satis- 
faction and  enjoyment  As  we  had  eaten  nothing  since 
the  preceding  day,  in  consequence  of  our  haste  to 
reach  the  river,  we  had  no  sooner  s&ti^ed  our  thirst 
than  we  felt  our  hunger^  And.  hastened  to  remove  that 
also.  The  cattle  had  thousands  of  acres  of  high  grass 
at  hand,  to  which  they  instantly  ran,  on  quenching 
their  thirst 

.  SeiQg.  uncertain  how.  fiur  we  were  froai  our  setde- 
ment  at  Klaar  Water,  after  sun-set  we  made  a  fire  of 
six  or  ei^t  rotten  trees  where  we  halted,  and  another 
ef.a.  sifjailar  siie  on  a  otiigbbouring  bill,  as.  a  signal  to 
aimounoe  our  arrival.  The  . river  being  as  broad  as 
the  Thamtt  at  London  bridge,  being  also  deep  and 
rapidy  tbe  orofipiig  with  waggons  appoiuiadi  siraiewhat 
tefoidaUe.  , 

-'-.-.  -'     ^  •   ^- 

...  Jt  is  jeather  singular  that  we  should  have^rossed  the 
BushiBan^  comitry  vl^out  fueeting  one^buinaa^beii^ 
excepLjone  .|uiiily  on  the  day  we  eotered  it  That 
fivea  die  part  wbete  we  crossed  has  vmi^  inhaUtaats 
I^have  ad  dwbt,^  from  the  remains  of  iiuts  which  w« 
dUnqveied  in  tw0  or  three  filaote ;  but  their  numbtt 
ihMt  be^ery^ttiaU.  It  fiMs  the  mind  with  i^gret  to 
see  ^largeand  beautifiil  4  portion  of  God^s  eaKh  so 
destitult  of  population^  and  td  think  t>f  its  producing 
ybar  later  year  provender  sufficient  to  support  mffikm 
of  oattle^  wlalst  only  a  fyw  wild  beasts  t«am  ovor  4fc 
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Ma^of  fhd  ^djrs  of  God  kft  ioscrutdble,  and  the 
perdrissioti  of  this  deems  to  be  one  of  them. 

Jumi  L  Tli&s  rtiormng  two  Bitsbmeti  canfie  to  us^  ki 
consequence  of  hearii^  the  report  of  cku*  muskets. 
They  engaged,  for  a  little  tobacco,  to  carry  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  our  missionary  friend  at  Klaar  W^er, 
(which  is  tivo  day$*  journey  bey  tod  the  Great  River  J 
^t  be  lUid  scttne  of  his  friends  might  come  to  our 
tssistance  in  crosstng  the  river*    Aftcfr  receiving  tba 
let^  they  continued  waiting  for  some  time,  and  we 
cotild  not  coidetture  the  reason  why  they  did  not  set 
off  immediatdy ;  nor  could  we  inquire,  as  none  of  our 
interpreters  were  at  hand :  at  length,  sdppOsiog  tbqf 
expected  the  tobacco  previously  to  performing  the 
iiiti^icty  We  preseoCed  each  of  them  With  a  piece,  on 
rctedving  which  they  immediately  proceeded  on  their 
journey.    Thermometer  at  noon  66. 

At  two,  P*M;  when  on  the  e^e  of  departing,  in 
order  to  i^each  the  ford  higher  up  th6  river,  the  Chief 
of  a  Bushman's  kraal  joined  us  to  conduct  u»  to  thd 
fe#d.  He  was  accompanied  by  nine  of  his  people, 
riding  on  oxen,  and  some  pede^afis.  The  Chief  wore 
a  ba(,  a  short  Uue  coat,  and  skm  trowsers.  Tbe  othei^ 
woire  o61y  a  riieepskki  cloak,  loosely  thrown  over  them. 
Atdit^tbem  had  their  faces  and  hair  rubbed  over 
wMi  red  paint.  Tbe  Chief  could  speak  the  Botch 
kngua^  and  once  raided  at  the  Klaar  Watsr  settie^ 
tdent^  wl^h  be  left  in  order  to  have  two  wives,  which 
is  not  permitted  at  the  institution. 

E  e 
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We  travelled  along  the  banks  of  the  Great  River  in 
an  easterly  direction,  among  tall  withered  grass,  in  the 
'following  order :  1st  Eight  Bushmen  riding  on  oxen, 
8nd  Our  bag^ige  waggon  and  twelve  oxen.  3rd.  A 
Bushman  on  oxback,  and  our  guide  on  hofsebacL 
4th.  My  waggon  and  ten  oxen.  5th.  Our  flock  of 
sheep  and  goats.  6th.  Our  third  waggon  aqd  ten  oi^en. 
7th.  The  chief  and  his  son  on  oxen,  with  two  of  our 
people  on  horseback.  8th.  Our  spare  oxen.  9th.  Our 
armed .  Hottentots,  walking  scattered.  The  whole 
formed  a  curious  caravan,  which,  had  it  proceeded 
along  the  streets  of  London,  would  have  collected  a 
crowd  of  spectators  equal  to  that  on  His  Majesty's 
going  to  St  Paul's. 

We  arrived  at  a  place  opposite  to  the  (ord  a  little 
after  sun-set,  when  the  chief  rode  off  to  his  kraal,  U> 
bring  more  of  his  peofie  to  attend  our  evening  wor- 
ship.   In  about  an  hour  he  returned  with  them.    We 
invited  him  to  our  tent,  and  gave  him  a  cup  of  coflfee, 
which  he  rdished.     While  taking  it,  Mr.  Read  asked 
him  if  he  knew  Sneuberg,  in  the  district  of  Graaf 
Reynet,  which  he  said  he  did.    He  then  asked  him 
how  long  he  thought  we  had  been  in  travdlling  from 
thence  to  the  place  where  we  now  were.    After  think- 
ing  a  little,  he  said,  he  supposed  two  months.    He  was 
greatly  surprised  when  we  inf(»rmed  him  we  had  only 
taken  twelve  days ;  for  the  road  by  which  he  supposed 
we  must  have  come  was  extremely  circuitous:   d 
course  he  had  no  conception  that  be  had  been  livii^ 
so  near  the  colony.     * 
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2imL  There  was  an  intense  white  frost  during  the 
night,  and  at  sun-rise  the  thennometer  was  at  36.  At 
nine,  A.M*  some  of  us  walked  to  Bern's  kraal,  two 
miles  higher  up  the  river.  It  stood  on  a  barren  spot^ 
all  gravel,  without  an  inch  of  cultivation;  but  the 
scenery  about  the  river  was  charming.  Another  part 
of  the  kraal  was  on  the  front  of  a  hill  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  south*  Boosak  sat  in  the  middle  of  a  group  for 
about  two  hours,  telling  them  of  the  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  had  sent  into  the  woirld  to 
save  sinnars.  The  interest  which  a  young  man,  who 
sat  immediately  beside  him,  seemed  to  take  in  what 
he  said,  I  shall  not  soon  forget.  After  it  was  over, 
this  young  man  said,  *^  From  what  I  have  just  heard, 
I  feel  as  if  I  were  a  new  man;  as  if  I  had  entered 
into  a  new  life*  I  wonder  that  God  has  preserved  me 
fix)m  lions,  tygers,  and  elephants,  which  I  have  en- 
countered, that  I  might  hear  the  things  which  I  have 
been  told  to-day."*  Hb  eyes  were  constantly  fixed  on 
the  lips  of  Boosak,  and  a  most  significant  smile  was 
continually  on  his  countenance.  The  people  expressed 
willingness  to  join  any  mission  we  might  establish 
among  them.  They  assured  us  that  no  more  people 
could  live  at  Klaar  Water  than  were  already  there,  and 
that  some  bdonging  to  the  settlement  were  obliged  to 
live  as  far  firom  it  as  they  were. 

The  day  wad  oppressively  hot,  notwithstanding  the 
cookiess  of  the  morning.  The  thermometer  in  the 
sun  at  noon  was  80.  Most  of  the  kraal  followed  us 
to  our  waggons,  when  Boosak  addressed  them  again. 

£  e  2 
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When  sitting  by  myself  on  th«  bwk  of  the.  Great 
River  among  the  trees,  talcing  a  sketch  of  it,  two  men 
on  the  pppoeit^  side  observed  me,  and  called  out  some^ 
thing  in  a  loud  voice,  but  in  a  language  I  cqnld  not 
understand.  I  called  to  them  that  they  might  know 
I  heard  then).  They  could  see  me  mvch  better  thos 
I  could  see  them ;  for  the  sun  shohQ  over  the  hill  upon 
me,  while  they  weine  ia  the  shade.  At  seven  in  the 
ev^ing  a  large  company,  to  be  in  such  a  wildemessy 
attended  worship;  besides  our  own  peojde,  there 
wene  about  thirty  Bujshmen  aod  Corannas.  Wfaea 
Mr.  R;  had  given  an  address  from  the  memorable 
story  of  the  jailor  at  PhiUppi,  Boosak  sat  in  thjs  midst 
of  the  strangers,  and  repeated  to  them,  in  the  Hptten^ 
tot  tongue,  the  substance  of  what  had  been  saki,  with 
^]any  remarks  of  his  o^vn.  He  abo  addressed  an  old 
man,  who  after  every  short  sentence  g^ve  his  assent^ 
or  repealed  it:  frequently  ieveml  at  the  steoe  time 
Called  out,  aail  or  yes»  The  sight  was  strange 
»nd  truly  inter0stii^.  They  remained  till  near  mid^ 
night;  and  from  the  number  of  tongues  talking  at 
the  same  time,  we  could  hardly  hear  one  another  in 
the  tent 

Srd  The  night  was  cdd.  Thennometer  at  son* 
rise,  34.  Most  of  the  Bushmen  remained  all  night  I 
amused  them  a  little  by  letting  each  see  himself  in  a 
looking  glass,  at  which  most  oi  them  stared  with  much 
seriousness.  While  sitting  by  the  river  sevend  birda 
jimiis$d  me  by  their  note. 
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4lh.  Wbii£  ftotit  during  the  night  Tbomopieter 
at  nooh^  fO.  There  was  no  appearance  of  help  fircmi 
the  other  side:  pertmps  providence  prevented  our 
noioval  for.  the  sake  of  the  poor  kraal  whom  we  iverp 
instructing.  In  the  evening  I  addressed  them  from 
Eph,  ii.  11.  &c.  Mr.  R.. interpreted  to  Bern,  tliek 
Chief,  in  Dutch ;  and  be  repeated  it  in  the  Corama 
toi^e,  ivith  a  natural  oratory  extremely  interestii^ 
After  prayer  Mr.  R.  said  some  thipgs  which  Bern  in- 
terpreted :  tlien  Cupido  mentioned  some  things  to  him 
that  he  might  tell  thp  people.  Our  sheep  were  all 
mis^g  for  some  time ;  but  six  of  our  people,  who 
went  in  secircb  of  them,  found  them,  and  brought 
theni  back  to  the  waggons.  Some  of  our  Hottentots 
went  across  the  river  on  purpose  to  try  its  depth,  bat 
effected  it  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  strength 
of  tfee  current.  Howev^,  it  appeared  falling,  though 
slowly.  Thousands  df  acres  of  fine  hay,  npwards  of 
two  feet  long,  surrounded  our  waggons ;  but  it  must  be 
allowed  to  rot,  being  of  little  use  in  this  forsaken  land. 
Could  k  be  transported,  free  of  expense,  (o  London, 
^hat  a  fuod  for  doing  good  would  it  not  produce! 
Our  sheep  were  a^ui^i  missing,  and  werenot  found  till 
tltfeehOuiB  after  sun-set. 

5th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  40 :  at  noon,  70.  A 
person  arrived  i(Om  Mr.  Anderson  vfith  a  letter  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  oi  min^  but  observing  that 
not  being  ablo  to  learn  at  what  ford  we  were,  he  had 
|nit  off  coming  to  uK  till  he  should  obtain  this  informa- 
tion fWxn  some  of  his  people.    However,  a  captain,  or 
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chie^  connected  with  Klaar  Water,  came  to  the 
other  aide  to  assist  us.  The  kraab  on  this  side  are 
under  him :  the  cattle  are  all  his  propaty,  only  the 
people  have  the  milk  for  attending  to  them.  Bern,  the 
head  or  chie^  is  his  brother,  and  employed  by  him. 
He  informed  us  of  a  ford,  a  few  days  higher  up  the 
river,  which  he  .was  ccHifident  we  should  be  able  to 
cross  v^ithout  the  trouble  of  taking  our  waggons  to 
pieces,  and  carrying  them  over  on  rafts  composed  of 
trees  tied  together.  On  receiving  this  information,  we 
instantly  began  to  prepare  for  proceeding  toward  it; 
but  why  be  concealed  this  information  for  four  or  five 
days  I  knew  not,  unless  to  secure  our  company.  When 
every  thing  was  ready  for  departing,  except  yoking  the 
oxen,  we  found  they  were  missmg,  through  the  inat- 
tention of  our  Hottentots,  which  detained  us  till  after 
sun-set,  (five,  P.M.)  when  we  again  got  in  motion,  to 
the  great  joy  of  our  dogs,  who  expressed  it  in  a  very 
diverting  manner. 

We  stopped  for  some  time  at  Bern's  kraal  as  we 
passed.  The  poor  creatures  expressed  regret  at  our 
leaving  them,  especially  one  young  man,  to  Mr.  R. 
I  visited  several  of  their  huts,  in  which  hardly  any 
thing  was  to  be  seen  but  the  fire;  yet  they  appeared 
cheerftil  and  contented  In  one  hut  I  observed  five  or 
six  young  people  scrambling  among  ashes  for  small 
roots  resembling  the  crocus^  which  they  had  roasted, 
eating  them  greedily  as  they  found  them.  Many  of 
the  people  said  in  Dutch,  "  Good  night.**  We  pio- 
ceeded  till  about  eight,  P.M.  when  we  halted  near  the 
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river,  and  found  plenty  of  firewood.  We  passed  a  few 
buts  about  seven  o'clock.  We  observed  a  signal  made 
by  our  friends  on  tbe  other  side,  intimating  that  they 
were  travelling  to  the  eastward  along  with  us.  Such 
an  occurrence  is  peculiarly  pleasing,  after  travelling  so 
many  days  in  a  desert  without  seeing  one  inhabitant. 

6th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  50.  Though  the 
fifth  week  in  winter,  at  nine  in  the  morning  the  heat 
b^an  to  be  oppressive ;  the  swallows  and  butterflies 
were  flying  every  where  around.  I  observed  a  Bush- 
man's pit  seven  or  eight  feet  deep,  near  our  waggons. 
The  bed  of  the  river  appears  here  to  be  about  half  a 
mile  wide,  but  seems  only  to  be  entirely  covered  after 
great  rains.  Thermometer  in  the  shade,  at  nine,  A.M. 
66 :  at  noon,  in  ditto,  76:  in  the  sun,  84.  There 
was  much  distant  thunder,  but  we  enjoyed  sun-shine 
all  the  day. 

Pretorius,  a  Bushman  belonging  to  our  company, 
who  had  lived  a  considerable  time  at  Bethelsdorp,  on 
making  a  axifession  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  was  bap- 
tized by  Mr.  R.  in  the  Great  River,  which  was  a 
solemn  and  afiecting  service. 

At  two,  P.M.  Bern  drove  thirty  oxen  across  to  us 
firom  the  other  side :  the  stream  carried  them  down 
with  great  speed  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  all  got 
over  except  one  which  returned,  and  would  not  enter 
the  river  i^ain.  Two  men  followed  the  oxen  on  what 
they  call  a  wckxlen  horse,  which  is  a  thick  branch  of  a 
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tree,  with  a  long  pih  stock  into  it  Oa  tbis  they  Ue 
flat,  suspending  tbdr  clothes  on  a  stick,  and  driving 
^Mnselves  forward  by  their  feet,  as  a  person  swim- 
ming.  A  diird  crossed  on  a  real  liorse;  for  a  coof 
siderable  time  nothing  wds  seen  above  water  but  their 
heads. 

7th.  In  the  morning  we  found,  from  fresh  footsteps 
whith  we  satw,  that  a  kboa  had  approached  very  near 
us  during  the  n^bt,  without  doing  any  haran.  At  sua*" 
rise  ue  proceeded  along  ibe  banks  of  the  river,  tra- 
velling over  stones  of  all  sizes  until  ten,  A»M^  when 
we  haltedi  On  our  way  we  observiod  the  fresk  foot- 
steps of  an  oncommoidy  larg6  iion,  such  as  our  new 
fiaends  loM  us  Bkmind  kt  this  quarter.  One  of  our 
people  found  three  large  ostrich  eggs  in  time,  for  din* 
ner,  one  of  which  nearly  diped  four  of  us^  ahd  tasted 
remarkably  well. 

,  At  deven,  .AM.  I  was  inforobed  that  three  tirag- 
gons  were  cone  ia  sight  on  the  other,  aide  of  the  rivte 
to  ineet  u^^  .but  the  stneam.  deemed  to  present  a  for^* 
midable  obstac^  to  our  tmion.  ThermOmetetf^^  at 
noon,  84. 

„..  ThcreisA  bush  aboundii^.bere^  sigi^ffitandyimlDed 
St§fHk'mhile.  Its  branches  ar6  foU.  ^  tboms^.  iocact^ 
the  Aafie.of  ^Ashing  hook;  so  thit  if  th^  loatch  boU 
cf  yout  clMhes/as  yoU  p9isBiyob  ^^^9$st  stop  a.  wbik^ 
wiBetiDaea.adQiag  indiile^  before  you  get  rclear  of. tb^Md 
aa  I  fraqodndy  dxpeneneisd  aftarwards;  In  cledTing  ode 
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ttm.ftom  i^  the  other  is  caught;  and  witixHit  the 
cautious  aflsbtaaoe:  of  a  seccMid  parson  there  is  no  ^ 
escaping'  from  tts  hold^  but  by  main  force,  and  losing 
part  of  your  <kess. 

We  departed  at  three  P«M.  as  did  the  waggons  on 
the  other -side.  ^  About  four  o'clock  we  came  to  a 
plain  of  great  extent,  indeed  without  any  visiUe  tarmi- 
natioa^ehher  to  the  S.  or  £•  producing  only  heath,' 
intenmreed  with  spots  of  tall  withered  grass. 

There  was  the  appearance  of  lime  in  d^arait  parts^ 
we  passed  The  soil  is  red,  with  here  and  there  gravel 
mixed  with  stones  of  considerable  size,*  which  tried  the 
strength  of  our  waggons.  The  primrose  and  several 
flowers  were  in  Uoom*  At  nine  P.M.  we  reached 
the  ford.  Our  friends  on  the  other  side  had  lighted 
up  two  fires  to  point  it  out,  but  we  had  to  wait  for^ 
day-light  before  we  could  attempt  to  cross  it 

Some  of  our  people  who  preferred  travelling  ^ong 
the  side  of  the  river  to  going  round  a  mountain  with' 
the  wi^ons,  feU  in  with  five  lions  at  difi'^^nt  times, 
and  Mr.  R.  particularly  was  much  exposed  to  one' 
of  them,  wUch  bit  and  wounded  one  of  our  dogs 
vexy  severely,  leaving  the  marks  of  ite  large  teeth  in 
die.  creature's  back.  It  suffered  severely,  but  in  about 
a  moQi&i  it  was  completely  recovered.  They  also  shot 
at  three  sea  cows,  but  killed  none,  in  consequence  of 
firing  too  early. . 
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8tb«  Now  wiivQd  tb^  Umd  for  croisiog  the  fonni* 
d/^h  river*  The  morpi^g  wa«  proFidendally  fine; 
Sooo  fif^er  cla;<«bre«ik»  one  of  our  people  entered  the 
river  on  horseback,  to  ascertain  its  fibapth,  and  get 
across  without  much  difficult*  Eleven  Griquaas 
rntunied  with  our  Hottentot  on  hoisebeck^  to  assist 
PS  in  crossing.  AU  were  emi^ytd  in  elevating  the 
beggfiige  in  our  waggons  as  high  es  possible,  by  oieini 
qf  stores  end  timber  put  under  theni>  to.  prevent  the 
water  reaching  thiw).  At  ten  A*M*  evecy  thing  bdng 
in  readiness,  we  advanced  tomrards  the  river,  and  went 
over  in  the  following  order  :«**^ 

1st.  Part  of  oitf  loose  oxea  driven  by  thraeiiott 
tentoU  00  bomebackt 

Sd,  My  waggon  with  three  mounted.  Griquaas  on 
each  aid^  to  prevent  the  oaea  taming,  out.  of  die 
right  way. 

3d.  Moie  loose  okco  dmto.  by  two  mooritni  Giir 
quaes. 

4th.  The  second  wnggon  with  two  Griquaas  on 
each  side. 

4tb.  The  beggage  wisggon  with  thvee  Griquaas  en 
eechside^ 

6tb.  Hottentot  00  horseback,  carrying  a  pared. 

7th.  Four  of  our  dogs  driven  down  by  the  curmat 

8th.  Sheep  aind  goats  driven  by  three  Griquaaa 
swimnnng  on  wooden  hones.  They  also  kept  up  die 
beads  of  three  goats  which  were  bad  swimmers. 

9th.  Moreoxendriven  by  three  Griquaas  on  woodta 
horses. 
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Nothii^  was  now  left  behind  but  two  dogs  that 
were  too  timid  to  venture  over.  However,  in  about 
hdf  an  hour  one  attempted,  and  succeeded  in  reaching 
us ;  the  other  then  threw  himself  into  the  river,  and 
was  equally  sdceesfu!;  86  that  by  two  o'clock  in  thc( 
afternoon  all  we^  isAfely  aktitad  in  Griqualand, 
through  the  kiaduoss  of «  gractous  providence.  We 
received  a  hearty  wdcome  to  the  country  from  Bern, 
a  Captain  or  Ch^  of  die  Ghriquaas,  whose  oxen  had 
drawn  our  waggons  along  for  the  last  two  days. 

Thermometer  at  noon,  73.  We  dined  Mi  GlAilea 
fowls^  shot  by  our  people.  In  the  evening  our  con* 
gr^tion  was  much  increased  by  the  addition  of  the 
Ori(][tiaia^.  At  teti  P.M.  we  heard  the  sound  cf  a 
waggMi  appit)IU!hfag,  which  we  expected  woutd  bring 
"Mt.  And^hob;  in  twenty  minutes  be  Arrived*  We 
Wire  gkd  t6  ^^  ottf  brother  id  so  remote  a  region^ 
ami  lie  iippeiu^  tk>  less  pleased  to  meet  with  us. 
Altiit  conv^rsflCig  dll  midnight  we  all  went  to  rest 
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JOURNEY  BEYOND  THE  GREAT  RIVER— ARRIVAL  AT 
KLAAR  WATER,  OR  GRIQUA  TOWN— JOURNEY  TO 
LATTAKOO. 

Jimi  9,  1014. 

^T  seven  A.M.  after  an  addiess  by  Mn  Andersorv 
and  prayer,  we  took  leave  of  fiem  and  hid  peoptei^ 
and  quitted  the  Great  River ;  but  we  had  not  travelled 
above  an  hour  when  Bern's  horsemen  overtook  u% 
informing  us  that  immediately  on  our  leaving  the 
river,  it  began  to  rise,  and  soon  became  impassaUe ; 
this  was  no  doubt  in  consequence  of  great  rains  having  • 
fallen  hi^r  up  the  river.  This  intelligence  made  us 
admire  the  good  providence  of  God,  that  brought  us 
to  Read's  Ford,  at  the  proper  time;  for  had  we  been 
four  and  twenty  hours  later,  we  might  have  been 
detained  many  days,  (which  often  happens,)  and  our 
provisions  might  have  been  intirely  consumed  In- 
deed, I  have  observed  a  chain  of  ftivourable  providences 
during  the  whole  journey,  which  I  viewed  as  answers 
to  the  prayers  of  many  christians  in  Britain,  on  behalf 
of  us  who  were  travelUngia  the  wilderness. 
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At  eleven  A.M.  we  hahed  a  little  while  to  visit  a 
Bosbmaii^s  kraal,  on  a  rising  ground,  to  the  left  of  tbe 
road.    The  people  were  enqdoyed  by  one  of  tbe 
Griqua  captains  to  watch  his  cattle,  for  which  service 
th^  are  allowed  to  use  the  milk  of  the  cows,  and 
Bushmen  are  generally  found  to  be  faithful  herdsmen. 
Their  huts  wane  simUar  to  those  we  saw  on  the  south 
side  df  the   river — ^low,  shaped  like  an  oven,  and 
covered  with  mats  made  oi  reeds.  The  people  were 
d)e  (Hcture  of  wretchedness,  widi  litde  dothing,  yet 
itiey  appeared  cheerfol.   They  had  some  fine  children^ 
who  wore  nothing  whatever  except  a  row  o(  beads 
ioond  their  necks.    A  young  woman  had  a  long  piece 
of  copper  hanging  from  one  ear,  and  a  round  piece 
of  the  same  imetal  about  the  siae  of  a  dolkr  han^g 
from  the  other :  another  person,  whom  I  supposed  to 
be  her  husband,  had  exactly  the  same.    The  oidy 
warlike  weapons  which  I  observed,  were  three  hand-r 
some  Caffire  assag^ys. 

At  one  P.M.  comii^  to  adump  of  trees,  we  halted 
to  refresh  our  oxen  and  oursefves,  but  there  was  no 
water;  indeed  there  is  noae  fit>m  die  river  to  Klaar 
Water  station,  which  is  ai  long  day's  journey!  At 
ten  P.M.  when  witlun  half  a  mile  of  the  settlement 
our  pedple  fired  to'  announce  our  approach,  and  the 
saliitatkm  was  soon  returned ;  after  wtuch  we  arrived, 
and  received  a  cordial  welcome  firbm  our  friends. 

10^  At  ei^t  AM.' we  attended  their  ordiimiy 
mxkidog  wm$hip,  at  wlach  two  or  three  hundred  were 
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prfMob  Tb0  dAjr  ^ns  sftnt  ia  convteang  generally 
about  ikiilsiodary  affun;  and  in  the  ^eokig  Mr.  Scad 
preached  to  a  lai|p  ctegc^atioB,  who  all  aktiued  at<- 
Witiff.    ...  


lltjii,  Afbnr  breaUut  tm  visiMl  ttg^ 
)i?ad  nt  a iittto.diataine.  la  ode.  bouaa  I  notked  a 
]9ffg^  Dutch  quarto  Bifakt  ai[id  in  two  oth«r  houm^ 
parto  of  the  N«w  Tertaitieitti  In  one  hitt  a  Uaok 
gjki  ymt  gitedklg  wbtat,  in  ii  maonar  that  attmclad 
n^.Mteotioit^  ShabadaUuigeiatstDde^oawhiGhsba 
told  a  handfid  oC  wheats  and  iRitb  a  ivMUd  bhck  8^ 
braiaed  alK)iit  thinly  gniina  •tM  tit^  by  lapeafted 
ito;^  Whan  baa^  saficiantly  amall^  she  movad 
the  floors  the  •ide,andJto)a||hlforirania£nrgi^ 
moft  to  be  beatak.  I  remarioBd  that «  hongiry  mad 
cauld  m  fiuter  thaik  she  could  grM»  Whick  thoae 
preieot  eobfened  tot  be  wky  pomibim. 

We  examined  the  fountain,  or  spring  from  whence 
tbefr  leaier  aoiMs^  wldoh  waa  abonAliit  jmd  vdl 
tasted^  butiMieaitarrifasatliia^^ffiage,  wbidhii  only 
aboi|tl)iaCajpitodiaWlt,  kisalilth.bhKkisb,  owing 
to  the  ginound  ibrouf^  which  It  ruM  being  mixed  with 
saltpetra  S<iMaeof$0peppkha!r6atBaU|)BHrddnB»  pro^ 
duci9gjMmip|aQ%adi^^  pe^  tobacoo^ 

m^  orjivfiw  C9rfh  &C»  The  gnrieabeloQigingto 
the  mismpiriei^  is  tofge  and  farjf  pnoduedfe.  I  fanrt 
not  seen  laiger  or  better  potatoes  in  Africa.  The 
plumb  apd  peach  trees  are  alsb  till  alid  tkHvinl^  and 
their  Tiaq^  hAf  this  year  biE^gua  to  yMd  a  Utda 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jims.]  KJLAAR  WATEIt  nS 


frdk.    Ini  the  sftemoon  ftttended  to  the  eoDcerq»  of 
iiak  BBpkaatDt 

Ijtth.  Vmhkd  the  imitk^ibD^  where  seme  of  the 
people  were  at  woii  in  tbetbett  mapner  diey  could^ 
bnt  faaving^no  one  to  ioMnict  tfaef%  diey  am  not  greet 
profieieDfes  iq  the  ert 

19th.  At  the  morning  prayer  meeting,  Cupido 
fraai  BetiiBlsddrpv  Berne  the  Captain,  wa&  Masirs. 
AnderaoB  hud  Bead  tngaged  m  jmiyer.  Thermometer 
ateig^  A.M.  49i  luid  ice  iei  qo^cteir  pCaa  inob  thidc 
nm  in  tlie  waMsir.  While  reading  on  a  hitt:  behind  th# 
viH^je,  the  bell  jteig  fi»r  wdrsUipy  the  sound-  of  whiek 
among  tbe'liab  at  opee  sthoe^y  brought  to  my  r^cei^ 
leetieih  tiie  eoqutrynowvery^  distant  where  I  speat 
ifij  ef^riiiBt  ytaiB.  After  Mr.  Read  bad  preacbec^  w^ 
partook  logetlmr  of  tbe  jLohfs  feipj^/^at  wUeh  wew 
present,  Griquaas,  Hottentots,  Dutch,  En^ish  and 
Scotch,  commemorating  the  death  of  Him  who  died 
&r  the  ealra^ien  ^of  «iaii  of  all  lands  iiQ|der  lieaven^ 
and  wbdse  ggnspei  is  noted  to  the  wai^  of  all:  itfMf 
tribes  of  Ibe  earth*  la  the  afternoon  T  prffacbtd,. 
tfirou^  two  interpreters,  to  the  Goraimas.  Whim 
I  had  spoken  a  sentence  in  English,  Mr.  Anderson 
fepeated  it  in  Dutch,  and  a  third  person,  (Oaplldn 
Kok,)  in  the  Cirfaaft  toogne.  This  prwes^  was  tiot 
so  tedious  at  orig^  be  supposed,  but  I  dHservad  that 
it  requind  iit  least  double  the  time  to  expMss  it  in.tbq 
<>ranoa  Ifmguage,  as  m  IkgHsh  dr  Dotck  Tbe  Mil 
was  1  Pet'  iL  8.     Abmk  difee  huadned  att^etf. 
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many  from  considecmUe  distaDoes.  Seveml  of  tiie 
Griquaas  were  dressed  much  like  the  cotnmcm  people 
in  En^and.  The  Coranna  interpreter  stood  with  his 
coat  ofi^  and  seemed  fiitigued  by  speaking  so  often. 
Most  of  the  peoplesat  on  the  gromid,  tor  they  are  not 
accustomed  in  Ibeir  houses  to  sit  .on  seats.  Those 
who  had  seats,  at  least  some  of  them,  appeared  to  be 
tired  by  sitting  so  long  in  that  posture. 

14th.  Having  reserved  to  visit  the  ci^  of  Lattakoo, 
considerably  higher  up  Africa,  we  oocui»ed  the  fore- 
noon in  making  preparation  for  it  ,  After  dinner  six 
of  us  rode  to  a  small  hill  about  four  miles  to  the  east- 
ward, which  is  studded  with  chrystal,  many  sexagoni- 
cal  pieces  of  which  we  gathered,  and  had  we  had  a 
hammer  we  might  have  brought  away  some  better, 
specimens.  The  ground  around  it  is  full  of  saltpeti^ 
and  of  course  produces  little  pasture^  only  bisbes  and 
rushes. 

.  They  expect  some  rain  here  in  September,  but 
dieir  rainy  season  is  in  November,  December,  and 
Jaauaryi  ^  Their  cows  give  no  milk  except  while  the 
calves  continue  to  suck. 

15th.  Every  thing  being  ready  for  our  journey  to 
Lattakoo^  we  went  into  the  meeting  house,  and  were- 
commended  by  the  church  to  the  guidance  and  gracious 
protection  of  God,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants, after  whidi  we  departed,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Aodbrson  and  Adam  Kdk,  at  four  P.M.  followed 
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by  the  farevvdk  of  the  people.  We  were  in  three 
waggons,  but  two  others  were  to  follow  on  the  morrow. 
About  five  o'clock,  a  little  before  sun-set,  we  observed 
four  or  five  lions  on  a  rising  ground  a  little  to  the 
light  of  the  path.  On  our  approaching  nearer  diey 
turned  round  and  looked  towards  us;  but  as  they 
seemed  willing  to  let  us  pass  without  midestation,  we 
gave  them  none. 

Not  far  finom  the  same  (dace  where  diese  lions 
were,  the  Griquaas,  a  short  time  ago,  shot  a  lioness, 
that  had  three  young  ones  following  her,  which  they 
brought  home  and  kept  for  soifie  time;  but  when 
they  began  to  kill  the  lambs  and  attack  the  sheep, 
they  judged  it  tioie  to  put  them  to  death.  Our 
waggons  were  now  and  then  nearly  in  the  Biehmen's 
pits. 

Lately  there  was  a  lion  that  did  much  mischief,  and 
they  could  not  get  him  shot ;  but  tbay  contrived  a 
snare  which  succeeded.  They  surrounded  a  fountain 
o[  water  with  a  hedge  of  bushes,  leaving  only  a  small 
enta-ance;  at  the  side  of  which  they  placed  a  loaded 
gun,  with  a  cord  fastened  to  the  brigger,  which  went 
across  the  entrance,  at  a  proper  height.  The  unsus- 
peetii^  lion,  being  thirsty,  came  to  this  fountain  tQ 
drink:  on  entering,  his  foot  came  upon  the  cord, 
which .  fired  off  the  contents  into  him,  and  he  fell 
dead  upon. the  spot. 
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Aftor  five  hours  travdliog  we  halted  fbr  the  oi^t 
Dear  Ongduck  Foudtain.  We  heard  the  roarkig  of 
several  Uods  not  fiur  off. 

I6th.  At  8un*rise  the  thermocneter  was  40.     A 
Bootdmana  mao  came  to  us  fitmi  a  neighbouring 
knali  to  inquire  about  his  aon,  who  had  been  detained 
by  a  boor  in  the  cdony  when  acoompanyii^  so«e 
Klaar  Water  waggons  to  Cape-town.    Poor  man^  he 
seemed  much  concerned  for  the  captivity  of  his  ton 
among  the  white  peofde.    We  promised^  od  our  rrtm 
to  the  colony,  to  endeavour  to  procure  his  release, 
which  appeared  to  afford  him  a  little  satisfiiction. 
When  leaving  us  he  called  several  times  to  bis  do^ 
Buisera  Mentay,  which  means  affectiMatt  wife. 
About  mne,  A.M.  w6  walked  to  the  kraal  finm  whence 
he  came,  which  lay  about  three  miles  to  the  westward. 
We  travelled  along  a  serpentine  valley  between  low 
hills,  among  tall  grass,  which  hbd  a  fine  a|)p^araace. 
Thouj^  almost  in  the  middle  of  winter,  we  found  it 
o|q[>ressively  hot     On  our   way  to  tfa&  kraal  we 
came  to  Ongeluck,   or  Unfortunate  Fountain:     It 
teteived  this  name  fitwi  edme  Griquaas^  who  faad 
been  shooting  thiore,  who  rested  thismadves  undar 
the  riiadie  of  a  camel-thom^tree  the  nx>t  of  whicb 
only  now  remains.     While  resting,  tht  gun  <tf  ona^ 
who  was  sharpening  his  flint,  went  off,  and  shot-  his 
neighbour  who  sat  by  him.     The  poor  man,  afiar 
lingering  a  few  days,  died.    At  one  time  there  were 
hopes  of  his  recovery;  but  a  person  lettii^  off  a  gun 
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near  the  but  wbcra  he  lay^  so  akrmed  hind  in  his  weak 
i^te,  that  he  ^ied  aoon  after. 

>  Oa  arriving  at  the  kraal,.  I  went  into  the  Captain"!! 
imt^an^sat  dawn  upon  the  only  stool  in  it  Theyniade 
an  apobgy  to  Mr.  Read  because  they  had  not  a  stool 
far:  htm  joid  Mr.  Anderson,  who  were  standing  with* 
out,  saying  that  diey  were  always  accustomed  to  sit  on 
the  ground,  and  had  no  occasicm  for  stools.  The 
Captain  went  behind  and  brought  out  an  empty  snuff- 
box, wfaieh  he  b^an  to  scrape  as  if  in  order  to  find 
soaff  I  upderstood  him,  and  gave  him  a  supply  from 
my  box.  His  wife,  and  some  others  in  the  hut,  were 
coverrd  with  beads,  and  with  brass,  copper,  and  ivory 
tii^  round  their  arms  and  l^gs.    .  . 

.We^Tisiled  variouahuts,  and  found  qevisral  penons 
who  could  readtfaeir  letters,  having  been  taught  them 
at  Khar  Water.  They  appeared  to  have  nothing  to 
doibut  to  sit  talking  on  the  outside  pf  their  huts. 
After  conversing  with  them  about  an  hour  we  tack 
leave,  and  returned  to  our  waggons.  I  trust  Mr. 
^dereon,  od  his  return  home,  npU  send  some  of  his 
people  to  them  to  teach  soitte  of  them  to  read,  and 
these  will  teach  others;  and  as  they  understand  the 
Dotoh  language,  th^  will  thereby  be  dtile  to  read  the 
woinI  of  Gtod.  Our  widk  was  pleasant,  the  day  re- 
sembling a  fine  Bn|^  summer  day.  Sevenal  bushes 
were  in  beantifiil  fiower,  which  made  us  foiiget  it  was 
mD$eu .  The  people  though  destitute^  as  Europeans 
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irould  think,  of  every  outward  comfort,  Tiitre  cbecrfel 
and  apparendy  happy;  but  this  appeaiBOoe  nught 
arise  firom  die  novelty  of  our  visit  Most  of  their 
children  were  extremely  terrified  when  I  approached 
them,  screaming  with  all  their  migb^  takmg  reftige 
mider  their  mothers'  sheepskin  cbaks,  dieir  only 
coveting.  I  was  pleased  to  observe  a  waggon,  though 
an  old  one,  which  no  doiibt  was  the  property  oi  the 
Headman.  Thermometer,  at  noon,  70. 

Departed  at  two,  P.M.  travelling  in  a  valley  bound* 
ed  by  ranges  of  hiHs  on  the  right  and  left,  about  ten 
or  twelve  miles  distant  from  each  other.  The  range 
to  the  westward  commences  at  the  Great  River,  and 
runs  several  days  journey  into  the  interior.  The  soil 
is  red  earth,  at  present  covered  with  tall  withered 
grass^  reaching  above  the  bellies  of  the  oxen,  in  ^Uch 
we  could  not  walk  without  much  pcdn  arising  from  the 
prickly  seeds  of  it  attachii^  to  our  clothes^  and  work- 
ing their  way  throu^  to  the  skin,  imd  not  easily 
extracted. 

At  five,  P.M.  we  passed  a  phoe,  where  an  affi^ctii^ 
circumstance  happened  about  twelve  yean  ago.  Two 
brothers  of  the  name  of  Bergover,  (bastard  Hottentots,) 
with  their  iamflies,  had  left  the  Cedar  Mountains  in 
the  colony  along  witfi  oneKok,  and  another  peeson^  to 
settle  on  the  Krooman  river,  where  they  remained  for 
some  time,  and  were  returning  in  a  waggon.  A  little 
hi^ier  up  the  countiy  they  were  attacked  by  a  party  of 
wild  Bushmen,  and  one  (tf  the  brothers  was  killed.  The 
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otber  ddended  the  wi^gOD  nirith  his  gun,  till  the  wives 
and  diiUren  yoked  the  oxea.  Thea  he  drove  it  and 
defended  them  for  a  long  time  ndth  his  musket^  which 
lie  finqoeotfyfired  oS,  bat  oolj  with  powder  to  frighten 
them,  not  having  time  to  load  it  with  ball  When  he 
Game  tathis  place,  aocne  of  the  Bushmen  had  got  theoe 
before,  and  lay  concealed  behind  a  bush  which  he  had 
to  pass,  and  there  they  shot  him  dead  with  their  poisoned 
arrows.  The  consternation  of  the  two  helpless  widows 
and  th&r  fatherless  children  may  be  more  easily  con* 
ceived  than  expressed,  when  they  saw  the  only  remaining 
man  breathe  his  last,  and  themselves  at  the  mercy  of 
the  moat  savage. of  mankind ;  butthatGod  who  is  the 
mdow^  'frieod  had  help  at  hand.  At  this  interesting 
crisis  a  Landdnst,  who  was  travelling  in  the  interior, 
came  in  sight  with  his  peqple,  on  which  the  Bushmen 
ran  off  without  Obtaining  the  booty  they  had  so  eagerly 
desired.  Thus  these  poor  wtddws  (Emd  fo^riess  child- 
ren wi^re  almoet  miraculously  rescued. from  the  hands 
of  the  cruel  barbarians,  ivhen  justlifted  up  to  destroy 
them.  Information  was  immediately  conveyed  to 
Klaar  Wateii,  from  whence  a  pmty  was  instantly  die* 
patched  to. j^ard  ibeita  thither.  Kok  vasiaWnmr- 
defied  some  time  afren 

'  Hailed  at  sevaii,  P.M.  bylfae  skfe  of  someitali  thorn 
treeS)  ImtrthiBre  wos  no  water.  The  moon  sbooe  very 
pleasantty,  bat  the  night  was  ooldr  however,  this  was 
couirteracted  by  a  lai|^  fire,  plenty  of  firewood'  being 
at  hand. 
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17tb.  Tbennometer  at  «ao*rbe,  .34;  Set  off  at 
fii^t^  A.M.  and  leacbed  Jcdn  filoooi's  FouQtaHi 
about  ^teveiu  Tbia  i^untaki  dfirivad  ita  name  finoii 
a  ptpmn  who  dia^  alKMit  fourteep^yean  aga^  wbowaa 
a.  riuaway  fiYMii:tbe  cokay,  and  put  faaassaif  attthe 
bead  of  mady  JBiuhmea,.  Cofmoas,  anfl  Hotttntpi^ 
aad  lived  on  the  phinder  of  otbar^  hoaak  .  Aabe4)a«- 
laded :  chiefly  at  tbis  foubtaiis,  it  ivaa  oallad  by  jhia 
aame.  Itif  full  ><rfn6da  tea  ^av  twelve  £nthigb/Witb 
many  birdsV  nesta  banging  fika  faaga  finoaa  theoL 
Si'boraiOHieterat  nooii)*7<X  > 

At  two^  P.M.  we  wera  again  cm  our  way*  At 
ffmt  Wife. balled  at  BUafc  Fouptain^  at  tbe  bottani  of 
31ifik  (or  Sbining)  Hill;  ae  oaUed  en  aooount  of  a 
ahttttDg^atoney  resembling  tbekiad  of  wbiob  pencib  ava 
made  ID  En^nd  TUb  tbe  flootehnanaa  and  olben 
grind  topowdac,  wbicditb^meiq  tbesame.wayAiJiair 
potwderia  used  Id  Europe,  The  red  ateoe  with  which 
tte.aun^Qun^iug  natioBs  pakt  tbeir  bodies  cornea  alao 
fmn  ;^MB\UU|  and,  j»  doubt^  ionm^aa. article  of 
inde/effieMhaage. .  Tbfe  bill  ia  low  and  taton  the 
top^  wbiara  tbefe.are.anreral  huge  nxdiit  of  la  cM| 
brown  colour,  which  are  very  curious. .  We  aacended 
to  these  rocks,  the  sight  of  which  amply  rqwid  us  for 
tiie  labour.  TbaDeafejHany  ihdicakieM  dHttthe^hill 
Iwa  beeo  produeed  by«k)nie«ab3aoi&oruption{4nqst4tf 
tbo;stone^fying  about  baw  tbe  afqpearanoed.bamig 
llMi.  hurok  ita  a^  ^blder  M  seipe.  seiHotBL  period  of 
antiquity^ 
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About  sim-aet  our  iBoreemtd  arrivtd,  wit&  the  iM-t 
idgi.  thut  tliqr  h>^  lolfed  om  bufiak),  ftud  wotmd«(> 
txvo;  The  BufiUo  i^  (Am  eiNnunefy  totow  wb^ 
munckd  and  not  disiblodL  Sfaould  the  ^tnon  e&inh' 
a  ttoe^  kl  txder  to  escape,'  be  kfikr  firoffi  i>6it)g  otrtof 
danger, ibrlba  boffiilo  will  nmifith  vkileooeaiid  fittlto 
the  tree  with:  Uftnassyboriii^  whith  cover  a»  mitikiW 
boknettbeciownoffabhead;  the  Mvokecitf  which  wittf 
aofabakedMlasgeittiMS/  aa  to  reqaire  a  imt  hold  in^ 
deed  ta  prevent  the  penen  frotn^fidling  to  itfae  gtt>tind, 
and  beiqg  consequently  tossed  hMo  the  air  by  Ibe 
horns  irf  the  enraged  animal.  Our  two  addifional 
waggons  from  Klaar  Water  joined  m  about  seven, 
P.M.  so  that  now  we  were  a  considenihle  body,  havtag' 
five  wi^jgons  and  four  horses. 

:  Thii  Feuotmn  being  a^  a  Ktde  dtstaate  ftom  tbo^ 
phae  at  which  we  halled^>  oor  peofde  brought  MOttef 
filta  «  hold  at  band^  which  lasted  coktaMy  i^ 
tlKNighithadaikKireteljippearance'thattwy  I  bad 
satn  thrown  jrway  io  fiuglaad.  To  ^flnd  ifais  M^ 
teadfly  I  after  dark,  oneof  our  people  lighted  iq>  a  flm 
aiBOBg  the:  talLoreeds  wliei^  it  was;  Ccntraiy  to  hii 
Htstttioli  the  fire  spreidxwerihewhoigpltitt  ai  far  ai 
the  rushes  extended,  and  produced<Hie  Of  the  grtindflsC 
ebjecto  I  eiierbehdd,  Kkrthe  buiiiingt)f  a  dty;  fcttl 
gInAild  as  it  was^  ImrdlyjOMS  of  our  people*  looked  ov^ 
Ihnr^siMMddtrs  te  obeero  :it::  ^tbere^  was  a  iffMso^ 
bowBMr,  for  tbsy  werehangry,  arid  w«te  eittier  iiatibg 
or  expecting  soon  to  eat,  with  which  oothing  mttef 
iBtarfBre;   yet  they  often  fast  long  witbouc  uttering 
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a  QomidaiQt  Three  things^  exclusive  of  rdigioD, 
comprebend  all  that  engiges  the  attentioa  of  South 
Africana — money,  food,  and  tobacco.  The  wonders 
of  God's  creating  power  around  them  are  viewed  with 
the  eyes  of  cattle.  Two  or  three  of  our  people  having 
observed  my  attachment  to  flowers,  brought  me  a 
curious  flower  as  we  passed .  along;  but  they  brouj^t 
it  with  as  little  interest  as  a  servant  in  Britain  brings 
a  newspaper  to  his  master,  evidently  uninterested  in 
what  they  brii^.  The  firmament  in  vain  preadies  to 
multitudes  the  handy  works  of  the  Most  High  in  Am 
rraiote  region.  When  the  conflagration  passed  our 
waggons,  without. injuring  them,  we  went  qiaetly  to 
rest  ... 

18th.  Thermometer  at  sun-ris^  44.  BinkorShio- 
ingMountain^  at  the  fix>t  of  which  we  were,  is  a  kind  of 
Mecca  to  the. surrounding  nations.  They  are  constant- 
ly making  pilgrimages  thither,  not  indeed  to  pay  reli- 
gious.  homage,  but  only  to  obtain  fresh  su^^es  of 
hhie  powder  to  ornament  their  hair.  For  how  many 
ages  this  custom  has  existed,  none  can  say ;  it  is  from 
time  immemmial,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  till  some 
great  revolution  in  the  sentiments  of  the  people  shall 
take  (dace.  In  the  present  state  of  soci^  such  a 
jourpey  must  affi>rd.  much  entertainment,  having  little, 
at  home  to  make  one  day  difier  fitun  anodier.  This 
constant  sameness  has  a  tendency  to  bring  the  mind  into 
a  Ipnd  of  torpid  state,  whidi  it  is  distressing  even  to 
witpess.  The  gospel  is  remarkably  fitted  for  roming 
such  sleeiHU^  inactive  minds^  by  placing  before 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aw«^]  JfOURNBY  TO  LATTAKOO.  .  935 

the  iQ(»}6s^,aQdi  glOry  of  thei  in^e  Jeboyafa;  the 
eadles0|  uobowded  felicity  of  the  blessed,  and  the 
iMiftpeakaMe.  miserj  of  the  wicked  io  the  world  to 
cone — Bubjeeto  which  in  all  ages  have  produced  woa* 
ikidui  efieets  M  the  huamD  miod. 

.After,  \Had0k&Bty  Mr.  Bead  aod^  I,  with  one  of  9ur 
HottfintMis  carryitig  a  lighted  candle,  proceeded  to 
explore  this  powder  mine.  After,  having  de9ceQ4ed 
with  some  difficulty,  we  went  towards  the  centre  of 
the  mountain,  and  sooa.lost  sight  of  the  .world,  Qome- 
dines  wadsig  hidf  way  up  die  le^  in  black  lead  dust 
The  tarcfaed  roof  waa  full  of  prcgectii^  pieces  of  the 
shining  rock,  and  lacg^  caverns  appeared,  on  ei^ch 
side  as  we  advanced.  The  roof  at  oncf  place,  appeiMred 
curiously  owed,  aa.  if  the. week  of  art,  part,  of  which 
we  were  aUe  to  reach.  On  touching  this  carved  work, 
we  perceived  it  had  life,  and  on  examination,  we  found 
k  to  be.  composed  of  a  multitude  of  bats,  hangiqg 
asleep  from  theiroctf  and  the  prc^ecdng  rocks  on  the 
skies  of  the  c^^e. .  Moving  them , backwards  and  for- 
wards neither  awoke,  nor  made  any  of  them  lose  their 
heU  of  the  rack  on  which  they,  hung  by  the  .daws 
<rf  .their  Undor  tegs — but  holding  the  candle  at  a  little 
diatanaa under  one  of  them,  awoke  it,  when  it  flew,  to 
another;  part  of  the  cave.  Pertiaps  we  penetrated 
about  a  bandied  feet  into  tiiemountaiQ,  when  it  became 
soc  low  and  t  nurow  that  we  could  proceed  no  fart^ 
in  thatdmsctioa  We  returned,  and.  went  by  a  passage 
leading  to  ti^  right,  deeper  ioitQ  the.  .moutitnin;  at 
tiie  boteim  tsii  die  descent  w^.  eptere4;alaige  .cavern, 
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the  floor  of  wbidi  tmi  6t>«fw«d  widi  the  toofis  «f 
ikidtnals,  and  sotte  {ibitt  iddioftfed  fins  Iwviiig  bMO 
ftMuk  fai  i^  pet%a(«  by  p«opl»  Iflkiiif  n^^  timK 
eiiemietsforitwiis  too  gloomy  ttdd  tirt^tobe  dtOMil 
as aresideDce  even  by  wild  BittfatMD.  Afterocdkodi^ 
some  samples  of  the  rock,  and  powder,  we  returned 
to  tl)6  nMNAh  of  the  «ftve,  iwariy  as  blade  u  dbkamy 
twetpeta  by  th«  pwdet^  i«iueh  fltw  aboiM  m  «» 
•lm«et  to  extiagakh  oCw  ligbtiw 

We  Mr«t«  detained  at  our  statnn  uotil  tiiree  P.M. 
by  two  dreumstanca-'Hiie  strayaig  of  oar  cattle  in 
^flbi«nt  dfatttrtioM)  tfoi  die  faringng  tin  keffido  tfant 
was  shot  tbe  day  belbce.  We  kMd  cbeUaos  would 
devour  it  durtog  the  nigb^  but  they  did  no^  lo  we 
iMid  ibod  ftr  ounelvm  end  foUonfeie  ftr  seieiBl  dqn^ 
wi^out  dimkuthlng  die  Mmbte  of  ottridieep. 

Leaving  Blink  FouaiaiB»  we  tnfettad  N.  luada| 
«a  gnutt  till  ^  in  the  evening,  when  tbe  atats  beii^ 
obseured  by  douds,  it  became  s6  dark,  we  judged  it 
prudent  to  halt  tiU  tbe  limi^  of  the  moon  should 
Ibmiah  suffl<»ettt  U^t  to  proceed.  Wanor  and  ptottty 
of  wood  being  at  faaod,  we  kindled  three  large  fires,. 
wad  made  eoflbe,  wbieb  oootributed  uMch  to  our  oob»< 
ibrt  in  a  toM  and  wkidy  night  The  waiw  imi  Hm 
flavour  of  oil  paiai,  but  waa  pure.  Fait  of  «fae  eurtaib 
whk^  coveted  ttst  heavens  baiiig  dnrao  ande»  we 
ftwad  stiilioient  itirJight  to  go  liorwerd  «t  eqjbt  P<M. 
We  oomiooed  m  motion  tUl  eAer  midniight^  when  we 
balMd  at  Tamttay  Ibflitatei  mint  die  sbilMr  «l 
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tfivUm  tiwtn  tte  wind  md  9l«it  wbkb  iiaU,  but  dtd 
QofefMnMnonthfgRnuid.  We  got  to  rest  about  tutQ 
e'«iock  w  tbe  nNvnioip. 

Idtb.  ThermcMneter.  At  0199  <A.M.  90» — et  qoWt 
44. — at  two  P.M.  50.  A  few  years  ago,  the 
mm  emiitiBd  from  Xammay  f^wOim  vt»  btt^y 
vwibte ;  but  of  lat«»  the  quantity  of  vatw  soot  toKli 
bM  beim  flOQiMtty  ineremmf^   Tbe  swm  tbing  bw 

OMQUry.  Sbonid  dup  bocoioe  frnwal  ia  So«itb  Afim 
it  wU  btpoiw  a  moi«  fertilowM)  ti»sm  owotiy, 
md  more  popolMD. 

iU  tb»  next  ^wnMw  vw  only  lour  bowv  4i9tiHil^ 
wad  tbe.qwu  b^owi  it  tw^ve  bQur»,  botb  «oul4  nH 
be  rmcbed  on  tbe  aame  4ay ;  v<9  di4  ik4  tboi^ow 
Imiw  Twaenv  un^  tMK>  P.AC  iRtwdingoQly  tp  wn*^ 
Ibonwienttbi^  dnjT.  Our  way  w  mual  W99  tivoi^ 
l^^ipnaw  fw4bw)be8»  Tbe  aoii  wm  nx)  a«(}  9ai%. 
A  cbain  of  bills  rwniing  pontbwwfd  was  »  S^yt  mUm 
finom  us  to  tberigbt,  or  east  of  us. 

i$«Poi»»ybt«<^owiiBtt(i«nKl  how  Abntbam  awl  oUmt 
IxUMwbit  in  tbo  agw  nS  M^mQr*  were  p^umttad  at 
Bltwrnrt  to  take  uo  tfaair  Msidence.  witb  numeiYMis 
igdi4  in  oPwMnei  whiw  tboy  wen»  Mrangen,  ami 
wi^MMit  imAm%  any  fsomfienMttioft  to  ^  n«l»v«  ior 
haytnntfi :  but  Ae  aame  uactiee  is  enstOMMrv  in  tbe 
intrripr  of  SoBtb>fijw,  ]Knali  of  Bufb«tn  isono 
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and  tdke  up  tbek  residence  in>4be  Coranna  couotrf  as 
long  as  tbey  please,  witbout  bebg  ootisidered  kitradem; 
aiidtbe  Coradna^do  the  same  in  the  Bifehnian  country; 
or  in  any  of  the  other  counUies.  In  tbii»*  way  there 
b  both  a  mixture  of  blood  and  of  languages  among 
the  inhabitants  of  these  regions. 

At  sun-set  we  passed  little  Kone  Fountain,' and  at 
ttx  P.M.  hidted  at  the  Great  Kosie,  in  a  sofiall  w6oA 
cf  camel-thorn  trees.  Kosie  is  a  Bodtchilaha  word^ 
which  signifies  rich,  and  perhaps  is^  applied  to  t)m 
fountain,  from  their  dkays  finding  w^ter  in  it  It 
was  at  this  fountain  that  the  two  B^overs  were 
first  attacked  by  the  Bushmen,  and  that  the  first 
was  slain;  and  the  last  time  Kok^s  unde  was  here, 
notwi ^standing  the  vigilance  of  his  people  knowing  by 
the  barking  of  the  dogs  that  Bushmen  were  near,  one 
of  his  oxen  was  carried  off  at  the  very  time  that  he 
and  his  people  were  yoking  the  rest  Except  the  kraal 
we  visited  at  Unfortunate  Fountain,  ^  had  not  seen 
one  inhalntant  of  the  country  sinii^  leaving  Kkar 
Watkr,  and  tfab  was  the  fifth  day. 

In  the  wood  are  two  forsaken  Coranna  huts,  com- 
posed of  branches  of  treesi  and  reed%  "die  shape  of  half 
a  ^obe  without  a  fixHit;  but  by  nMans  of 4he  tPfees  the 
inhabittints  wbuld  be  tolemMy  shdterbd  from  thie 
weather  in  them.  In  the  firout they  haMda' 6tt  dming 
nigbt  to  keep  their  feet  vmrxi  while  ^eep,and  to 
protect  fixHn  tbe  inttn^ni  of  wild  beasts.  About 
I0n  at  ni^  a  wolf -came  near  us,  but  after  at  few 
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angry  roui^  iw  wiibid  off*   The  jadnk  were  also 
mm^y  but  timt  cry  » more  aniMii^lban  terrific. 

SOih.  The  n^t  fdt  extremely  cold,  and  in  the 
moramg  tbe  ground  wa6  covered  wMi  hoar  frosty  and 
the  ice  was  half  an  inch  tUcL  Thennometer  at  eight 
A*M^  S8;  thaanotoeter  at  noon  in  the  shade,  64 ;  in 
tiMreon  84.  Tikwards  ewung  \v&  toft  the  Great  Kosie 
FMotain,  awl  at  ntidmght  raaohed  the  mountains 
whkh  form  ihe  boundary  to  the  S.W.  of  the  Boo- 
tchuaua  countries.  These  mountains  having  no  name; 
we  called  them^  Reyner  Mountains. 

filst  At  one  otiockiatbe  oMuing  «re  entered  the 
Matcbappee  couiilty,  and  at  half  past  three  o'clock 
we  happily  arrived  at  what  we  named  Steven  Fountain. 
A  wdf  who  ran  into  the  midst  of  our  poor  sheep,  lost 
fais.life  in  the  attempt;  and  a  jittle-dog,  that  belonged 
t»  the  young  Buslxaan  who  acoompanied  us  for  a 
llw  days  a^^eotering  his  country,  wab  crushed  tti 

dnft  by  the  w^Mb  of  tw6  wagjgenb  going  ote^  him. 

- , ,         till'.    I      •    . 

After-  breakibst  we  walked  about  three  miles  from 
Steven  Fountan  to.  view  Krooman  Fountein,  from 
wbeace^  therifer  el!  that  name  prdoeeds.  It  is  the 
most  abuodaot  i^pring  of  waiter  I  ever  had  an  -oppor- 
tnqty  to  ^examine.  I  measured  ^  at  about  a  yanfs 
distanoa^  from  ^tiie  rock  frdfen  whence  it  flows;  and 
fomid  it  three  yards  wide^  and  from  fourteen  to  e^h- 
li9iB& inches  deep^  but-after  a  course  of  fi%  or  ^ty 
it  lieaQinaiirnsiUie  by  trumiing  into  {dains  of 
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$mA.  Perbipi  by  imdiog  k  ;in  aaothm' 
cuttu^  A  M  for  it;  Miws  tbe  siocK  itnigbt  beeestt 
a  more  extensive  blessing  to  tbe  country.  Tbe  last 
experimeot  is  Ukely  to  be  Ibe  least  ouocesiftil^  as  pro- 
bably tba  ^  atonQ  af  win4  would  fill  np  tbe  new 
bed.  We  eotWiid  tte  cave  from  wbeaod  it  pnooeadi 
OP  puqKne  to ^Kiamioeit  Tbe aolmnea  w?it murraw, 
but  we  «Qm  p^acbfKl  a  kind  of  eentnl  room,  the  raof 
of  wbitcb  rewmbtod  in  sbifw^  tboiq^  not  in  Inieb^ 
the  doom  of  St,  PauVs  Catbedral  in  London^  finm 
whioh  wf  nt  four  paMtsn  in  different  diiecdona,  in  att 
which  streams  of  wiMr  Jowed.  Tboo^  we  heil 
lighted  candles  with  us,  we  could  discover  no  end  to 
any  of  tbe^  passagm.  Witfaioi  tha  waier  was  abnost 
lufcewArm;  but  io  tiie  ootaida  it  waa  vary  cold«  Tbfe 
rock  is  iH>inpo9ad  of  Ufnestooe* 

Here  J^ibn  Kok,  a  boor  iimn  Cedar  Moootaio,  and 
anotbeiE^  setdedt  wbeo  tk^  Malctepp^ot  reaidad  m 
tbeKroooiaQ,  KokooUectadsQiMiiyei^ibaats'leitl^ 
tha^  1^  hid  firrt  jouroqr  to  tbe  Capa,  be  daamd 
several  thousand  ddlars,  which  he  spent  focdishly  on 
boi^ies^  di«s%  &C.  bf^re  lie  reluiMd  to  tba  Ktoonuu 
He  waa  apoa  afler  mirderad  by  two  Matdiappaai, 
whom  their  cbief  deUraml  up  to  bii  ividiiw  to  be 
^hfAi  but  two  -vf  hi^  own  HottMtPt  aittranti  wm 
^iterwards  «oQiid(ffed  tb«  cb«^  aggrassoii,  bayii^  pi» 
railed  up9o  tbe  others  to  do  it  Kok'a  eooqmiion 
iuun^diiki^ly  fwttred  ftorn  the  brtedor,  aad  obtakiad  a 
hxm  iu  tba  <:o(ony.  We  viairod  tbe  imaaina  of  KoUi 
b9UM»  apd  bis  ^u^deo,  aod  after  Benrimig  for  awia 
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(BM  among  the  long  grait^  ynrn  discovered  his  grtve 
iko^  which  QOM  of  i»  ooaU  new  with  indifiertnoe^ 


Our  people  wppoesd  that  Mattebe^lhe  Matthappee 
Uog,  wati  already  inforniBd  of  our  applroadi,  as  |e 
has  an  oolpoit  not  hst  £roai  the  Kiooaoao  Fouotam; 
and  fihoaUl  any  of  the  inhabitants  while  huntiiq^  or 
tMvellhig^  obierre  a  straogti^  and  not  mstendy  repair 
to  Lattakoo  with  the  infiMrmatioOy  the  p^inistuncnt  k 
deaths 

Left  Steven  fV)ontain  ait  toot  PM.  trareUidg  norti^ 
waid  among  grMSy  £ma  throe  to  fotur  ftet  tngh^  and 
boiheB)  wMi  Beyner  MoantaimJa a  N4W*  directmL 
At  Aix  P^M«  wImi  almoet  darici  the  oKta  in  our  wag^ 
gons  todk  SAf^t,  dm^^  the  wblggons  fiiU  speed  in 
difibreM  direetioM :  at  smea  the  same  scene  was  ra- 
peaMd^  which  was  akmniag  while  k  eodtinoed)  laic 
the  waggons  should  dash  a^unst  eadi  othef^  or  raonli^ 
through  great  bushes  be  overturned.  Perhaps  thdr 
ft^t  was  oeeasioned  by  the  do^  teing  cnly  seen 
among  the  long  ^aai  when  ttey  leaped  op^  for  none 
or  M  heaiil  die  itiat  or  any  iiOfk 

Two  Mioebappea  man  joined  us,  who  had  been 
hunting,  attd  who  had  probably  been  awaiDtd  firtm 
sleep  under  a  bush  by  the  cracking  of  our  whips, 
which  item  ifaa  itillMiift  of  the  irigbtwaft  beaidtoa 
gMat  diMimoa*  "ih^  wtHrtd  along  with  os  ^amtt 
ti^i  P»Mi  whin  we  tenihed  Towmend  SbiaiMdn^ 
where  we  judged  it  prudent  to  halt  till  die  roomii^ 
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as  tbe  ojoen  were  become  ao  timid.  .  Oo  our  kindlii^ 
a  fire,  die  two  straDgers  sat  down  near  jt  On^  of 
them  in  a  lively  manner  adced  many  questions  of  some 
of  our  Griquaas.  When  any  thing  spdteo  pleaaed 
him  much,  he  repeated  the  priocipaL  word  in. the 
sentence  five  or  six  times,  with  a  loud  voio^  wbiph  I 
understood  was  des^ned  to  shew  that  he  was  attendinj^ 
to  what  was  spoken,  and  litewise  pleaaed  with  the.inr 
formation.  When  be  saw  Adam  Kok  was  with  us^ 
whom  he  knew,  and  heard  we  were  gcMng  on  a  visit 
to  Lattakoo  to  do  them  good,  he  said  he  was  glad 
that  he  followed  the  footstqis  of  his  fatiier,  who  had 
been  their  friend.  He  likewise  expressed  much  satis- 
ftction  that  we. had  not  visited  Leyae's  Place,  (which 
is  a  consideral^  town  on  the  Krooman  River,  which 
we  had  left  behind,)  before  we  bad  visited  Mateebe, 
at  Xattakoo,  as  at  present  be  was  not  on  very  friendly 
terms  with  Lsym.  They  are  dark  copper  coloured, 
tall  and  weU  shaped. 

The  paths  in  the  Corrana  district,  and  in  this 
country.are  all  narrow,  because  tbe  people  walk,  as  wild 
geese  fly,  one  immediately  behiod  the  other.  About 
nine  AM.  the  strangers  moved  quietiy  from  our  fire, 
and  as  we  sui^xised,  went  to  another  of  our  compapy; 
but  we  kamed  afterwards  they. had  gone  o£ 

8Sd.  Hietmometer  at  sun-ris^  (seven  A.MO  S& 
At  which  tiiEie  our  Matdiappee  friends  rejoioed*  us^ 
baviiifg  been  iritb  some  cotBymdesdurjui^ 
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At  one,  P.M.  left  Townseod  FpuntaiDj  and  travelled 
among  thousands  of  acres  of  loi^  grass,  or  bay,  reach- 
ing sometimes  as  high  as  the  backs  of  the  oxen.  It  is 
grievous  to  see  so  much  of  the  world  remaining  in  a 
wilderness  state,  and  so  much  of  the  annual  pro* 
ductions  of  the  ground  perishing  without  being  useful 
either  to  man  or  beast.  Much  money  must  be  given 
in  most  countries  for  a  small  spot  of  ground ;  but  here, 
a  cask  of  tobacco,  or  a  parcel  of  beads,  would  purchase 
a  district  as  large  as  Yorkshire;  but  I  hope  Ij^tter 
times  are  coming  to  ttiis  miserable  land. 

At  half  past  four,  P.M.  we  came  to  a  fountain  of 
excc^nt  water,  shaded  by  a  beautiful  clump  of  cagael- 
thom  trees,  which  we  named  Waugh  Fountain,  and 
the  immense  plain  with  whieh  it  is  surrounded,  Pellatt 
Plain.  At  this  fountain  a  Matchappee,  who  had  been 
on  a  visit  to  a  distant  kraal,  joined  our  company.  He 
was  a  fine  looking  young  man,  clothed  with  tanned 
sheepskins,  coloured  witli  the  red  stone  found  at  Blink- 
hill,  and  his  skin  painted  with  the  same.  Our  people 
felled  a  tree  for  some  necessary  purpose,  but  had  no 
man^  permission  to  ask  before  they  proceeded  to  work. 
This  being  the  shortest  day  in  the  year,  we  observed 
the  sun  set  about  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock;  and 
being  in  a  plain,  without  visible  bounds,  and  without 
clouds,  the  scene  resembled  sun-setting  at  sea.  Here 
we  first  discovered  the  track  of  Mr.  BurcbeFs  wag- 
gon, the  only  European  now  alive  who  ever  visited 
the  city  of  Lattakoo,  where  it  now  stands.  The  same 
people  once  lived  three  or  four  days'  journey  nearer 
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the  cdony,  where  they  were  visited  l^  Messrs.  Trayter, 
VanderlingeD,  and  Janz. 

We  stopped  only  about  half  an  hour  at  Waogh  Foun- 
tain, when  we  proceeded,  accompanied  by  the  Matchap- 
pee  until  sir,  P.M.  when  we  halted  for  the  ni^t,  whidi 
proved  to  be  a  very  cold  one.  However,  having  plenty 
of  thorn  branches  at  hand,  we  made  both  a  warm  and 
bright  fire,  which  rendered  the  night  more  agreeable. 
Our  days  resembled  fine  English  days  in  summer,  and 
our  nights  those  of  winter.  In  the  day  we  had  ahnost 
constant  sunshine:  in  the  night,  constant  moon  or  star 
light,'  which,  with  the  aspect  of  the  country,  resembling' 
an  endless  field  of  ripe  com,  made  this  part  of  the 
journey  extremely  pleasant.  Though  we  had  only 
seen  one  small  Griquaa  kraal,  and  diree  Matcfaappee 
men  daring  the  last  nine  days,  we  did  not  feel  as  soli- 
taries, for  our  oxen,  goats,  iiorses,  sheep,  and  dogs, 
afforded  entertainment  and  our  spirits  were  raised  as 
we  drew  near  to  the  city  of  Lattakoo. 

S3d.  At  sun-rise  we  left  our  encampment,  and  at 
nine,  A.M.  halted  for  refreshment,  at  a  fountain 
covered  with  ice  near  half  an  inch  thick,  whose 
Bootchuana  name  is  Hatalakomoo,  or  Bones  of  a 
Beasfs  Head^  the  water  of  which  was  excdlfflt. 
Near  this  fountain  our  people  shot  a  knoo,  about  the 
size  of  an  ordinary  ox,  and  greatly  resembling  ttie 
buffalo  in  the  shape  of  its  head  and  horns,  with  skin 
resembling  the  zebra.  Our  people  were  dways  pleased 
to  see  a  slaughter  of  this  kind,  for  they  had  been  ac- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jUMj  JOURNEY  TO  LATTAKOO.  M$ 

<ni8feoi»6d  fnkD  iilfiuiey  to  life  akoiost  ea&tdy  oh  Ae$L 
Tbecmometer  at  hood  62^  At  oo^  P.M.  we  utebt  fcxv 
waid,  taking  the  knoo  into  our  ^aggoos  as  we  passed : 
it  was  i»it  to  fiecfd&i  and  the  skin  stalted  that  I  mi^ 
carry  it  to  England  for  the  gratification  of  fii^a.  We 
tiad  been  traveUii^  in  Pellatt  Plain  for  three  days^  and 
had  seen  no  appearance  of  a  termination  to  it.  At 
tb^  P.M.. a  distant  iiUl  before  us,  due  N.  c&me  in 
Sight;  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  said  to^tandthe 
^ty  bfXattakoo..  Atsix^  P.M.  we  halted  on  some 
iiMig  ground^  abd  near  an  aoeUent  foootain  of  watei^ 
wibich  wie  named  Steubsole  Fountain. .  \  ^ 

fi4Cb.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  34.  Two  Matchap- 
fees  canie  to  our  waggpns,  who  informed  as  that 
JMateeb^  the  king  of  Lattekoc^  was  absent  on  a  hunt 
witb:ai*rge  party^in  coosciqueQceof  its beingtbe  time 
of  the  annual  circumcisioiL  At  our  morning  'worship 
the  Matchappees  sat  very  still ;  and  in  time  of  prayer 
they  imitated  oiu*  Hottentots  in  kneeling,  and  bending 
their  heads  toward  the  ground.  Some  of  our  cattle 
were  unruly  when  yoking,  and  ran  off.  The  strangers 
shewed  great  agility  and  expertness  in  catching  them. 
Thermometer  at  noon^  63 ;  at  which  time  we  b^an 
our  last  stage  to  Lattakoo.  At  one,  P.M.  we  passed 
Cowie  Fountain,  the  pure  water  of  which  was  so  in- 
viting, that  most  of  us  r^aled  ourselves  with  a  draught 
al  it.  A  litde  further  on,  four  young  men,  about  six- 
teen years  of  age,  came  up  to  us,  whose  faces  were 
painted  red  and  stroked  with  white  paint  in  a  regular 
way,  which  had  a  very  odd  appearance.    They  had 
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lately  been  drcumcisedy  as  a  sign  of  their  banng  at- 
tained the  years  of  manhood.  One  of  the  four  was  son 
to  the  late  king,  Mallayabang.  They  were  all  wdl- 
shaped^  thdr  bodies  painted  red,  and  their  hair  pow- 
dered with  blue  powden  They  asked  very  modesdy 
for  a  litde  tobacco,  which  we  gave  diem.  They  all 
carried  assagays^  or  spears,  over  their  shoulders^  and 
wore  brown  coloured  skin  doaks,  with  a  round  musk- 
cat  skin  sewed  over  the  cloak  between  die  shoulders^ 
which  made  them  resemble  soldiers  widi  their  knap- 
sacks. At  two,  P.M.  we  came  to  indosed  fields^  into 
one  of  which  I  went,  and  found  the  last  crop  had  been 
Indian  or  Cafiice  com.  In  about  half  an  hour  we 
crossed  the  Lattakoo,  a  small  river  of  charming  water. 
Here  the  four  youths  left  us,  pertiaps  not  being  per- 
mitted to  cross  it  till  a  certain  time  in  the  day,  for  we 
afterwards  observed  them  leave  tiie  town  in  die  morn- 
ing and  never  return  until  die  evening. 
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CHAP.    XV. 


ARRIVAL  AT  THE  CITY  OF  LATTAKOO-OUR  RECEP- 
TION—MURDER OF  DR.  COWAN  AND  PARTY— MEETING 
WITH  THE  CHBBF  MEN— VISIT  TO  DIFFERENT  PARTS  OF 
THE  CITY. 

-Having  crossed  the  river,  we  immediately  began 
Xo  ascend  rising  ground.    Many  footpaths   became 
visible,  all  running  in  one  direction,  toward  the  N.E. 
which  indicated  our  approach  to  the  ci^.    At  three, 
P.M.  reaching  the  summit  of  the  hill,  Lattakoo  came 
all  at  once  into  view,  lying  in  a  valley  between  hilla^ 
stretching  alxMit  three  or  four  miles  from  £.  to  W. 
On  descending  the  hill  towards  this  African  city,  we 
were  rather  surprised  that  do  person  was  to  be  seen  in 
any  directicHi,  except  two  or  three  boys.    Though 
come  widiin  a  hundred  yards  of  the  houses,  still  no 
iidialHtent  q)peared.    When  my  wa^on  got  to  the 
entrance  of  the  principal  street  or  lane»  a  man  ap- 
peared, and  made  signs  f^r  us  to  follow  him.    Pro- 
ceeding amidst  the  houses^  every  thing  remained  as 
still  as  if  the  town  had  been  forsaken  of  its  inhabitants : 
diis  was  the  case  till  we  came  opposite  to  the  King's 
house,  when  we  were  conducted  mto  a  M^pjare,  formed 
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by  bushes  and  branches  of  trees  laid  one  above  ano- 
ther, in  which  were  several  hundreds  of  people  assem- 
bled together,  and  a  number  of  tall  men  with  spears^ 
drawn  up  in  military  order  on  the  north  side  of  the 
square.  In  a  few  minutes  the  square  was  filled  with 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  poured  in  from  all 
quarters,  to  the  number  of  a  thousand  or  more.  The 
noise  from  so  many  tongues,  bawling  with  all  their 
might,  was  rather  confounding,  after  being  so  long 
accustomed  to  the  stillness  of  the  wilderness.  We 
were  soon  separated  and  lost  sight  of  each  other  in  the 
crowd.  At  first  the  women  and  children  fled  if  we 
ody  looked  at  them,  but  they  gradually  became 
bolder.  I  observed  some  of  the  children,  whose 
heads  I  had  stroked,  throwing  tbcnnsdves  in  my  way, 
that  I  mi^t  do  it  again;  when  tliey  looked  to  their 
more  timid  companions,  as  if  they  had  said,  •  Are  not 
we  courageous?  The  crowd  so  increaaed,  that  wie 
could  hardly  find  oat  each  other,  and  wondered  when 
we  should  be  ponrntted  to  take  sone  refi^esfaiMilt. 
We  adopteda  sohemc^  ^i^ueh  after  a  while  answered 
our  purpose;  we  drew,  up.  the  waggpns  in  the 
form  of  a  square  and  placed  oortent  in  the  centre. 
We  were  introduced  to  Munaoeiets  the  uncle,  and  to 
Salakootoo,  the  brother  of  the  late  kk^  MaUi^aban^ 
who  stood  in  th^  middle  t^  the  spearmen.  Ahoooibin 
the  square,  used  by  them  ibr  some  public  purpose^  was 
assigned  to  us  for  a  kitcfaeB.  li   . 

»       .'*     ■   ' 
On  getting  into  our  tent,  a  crowd  of  the  chief  men 
foUoY^vusMd;  filled  the  tent  tojtfae  (urtdife^  and  tUe 
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square  formed  by  oor  irnggaoB  was  like  a  bee-hive^  in 
which  the  confused  noise  rendered  conversadoD  almost 
impossible.  On  something  being  put  down  on  our 
table,  we  were  agreeably  eorprised  lo  find  the  crowd 
immecUatdy  retire.  Wh^her  Ibis  im)oeeded  from  a 
sense  of  decorum,  or  in  coMoquence  of  ooders  from 
Munaneets,  the  uncle  and  deputy  of  the  kiqg,  I  could 
not  learn. 

We  werq  now  completdy  at  dieir  mercy,  and  obr- 
oxen  had  left  the  town  for  pasture;  but  we  considered 
ourselves  safe:  at  the  same  time  we  judged  it  prudent 
to  esteblish  a  r^ular  watch  for  the  protection  of  our 
property. 

About  seven  years  ago  >Lord  Caledon,' wiiea  Gover- 
nor of  the  Cape^  9ent  op  a  party,  consisting  of  Dn 
Cowan,  Lieutenant  Denovan,  twenty  of  the  Cape 
r^imenl^  a  boor,  and  a  person  fisqm  Kkar  Watw^  to 
explore! Africa  as  far  as  Ibe  Portuguese  settlement  at 
Mo6ambique,s]Qoe  which  th^  had  never  been  heard 
of  by  tiie  government  The  whole  party  havii^  been 
mufdered  hy.the  Wanketzens,  tbe  next  nation  or  tribe 
heyood  Lattakoo,  we  learned  that  the  people  /yero 
whispering  to  onie  another,  that  our  coning  was.  to' 
revenge  that  murder,  which  suspicion  was  undoubtedly 
the  cause  of  the  strange  silence  of  the  city  on  our  enit 
tering  it  Althoo^  king  Mateebe  was  from  home, 
yet  in  consequence  of  this  information,  we  judged  it 
necesaaiy  to  invite  the  chief  men  to  a  conference  with 
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U8  that  evemngy  to  remove  tfiese  8U8picioP8  by  infonn- 
ing  them  of  the  real  object  of  our  visit 

In  consequence  of  our  invitation,  nine  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  came  into  our  tent  a  little  after  sun^set,  and 
sat  down  upon  the  ground  Their  countenances  indi- 
cated the  possession  of  good  natural  parts,  and  had 
they  been  dressed  with  wigs  and  gowns,  like  our  Eng- 
lish judges,  I  think  their  appearfmce  would  have  been 
h^y  respectable;  but  their  &ces  were  painted  red, 
and  their  hair  covered  with  blue  powder* 

Throu^  three  interpreters,  viz.  in  the  Dutch, 
Coranna,  and  Bootchuana  languages^  I  informed 
them  that  I  had  come  from  a  remote  country,  be- 
yond the  sun,  where  the  true  God,  who  made  all 
things,  was  known — that  the  people  of  that  country 
had  long  ago  sent  some  of  their  brethren  to  Klaar 
Water,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  to  tell  them  many 
things  which  they  did  not  know,  in  ord^r  to  do  them 
good,  aad  make  them  better  and  happier — that  having 
heard,  since  I  came  into  these  parts,  to  see  how  our 
friends  were  going  on,  that  the  Matchappees  were  a 
people  friendly  to  strangers,  I  had  come  to  Lattakoo  to 
"inquire  if  they  were  willing  to  receive  teachers — that 
if  they  were  willing,  then  teachers  should  be  sent  to 
live  among  them. 

They  rejdied,  that  they  could  give  no  answer  to  what 
I  had  said  till  Maleebe  should  arrive  from  his  jackal 
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huAt,  and  promised  to  dispatch  a  messenger  in  seardi 
of  him  early  in  the  morning. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  assem- 
bled: 


Mnnaneets,  the  king's  uncle, 

and  governor  of  the  city. 
Sdakootoo,  the  king's  uncle. 


Tesone,  Mootzazeen,  Mam-* 
pe,  Kulipan,  Mooteeree; 
Mookalluk,and  Quarakan* 


After  the  conversatiooy  Salakootoo  remarked,  that 
he  had  not  tasted  any  of  my  tobacco  yet,  which  re- 
mark produced  a  present  of  some.  One  of  the  queens 
btHight  some  milk,  for  which  she  and  those  with  her 
received  a  little  tobacco.  She  asked  Mr.  Read  for 
some  snuff;  he  said  he  did  not  take  snuff:  to  which 
she  shrewdly  replied,  **  He  would  have  the  more  to 
give  away  on  that  accoont'* 

While  we  were  at  dinner  in  the  tent,  an  old  man 
came  opposite  to  the  tent  door,  knelt  down,  and  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  that  posture,  after  which  he 
arose  and  walked  off. 

S5th.  During  morning  worship  in  our  kitchen,  which 
was  entirely  open  in  fix>nt,  some  of  the  people  attended, 
and  behaved  very  welL  One,  being  asked  afterwards 
if  he  knew  what  we  had  been  about,  said  we  prayed, 
but  he  did  not  know  to  whom.  When  told  it  was 
to  the  Great  Being,  he  said  they  believed  there  was  a 
Great  Being,  but  they  did  not  know  him,  for  they  had 
never  seen  him. 
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In  tine  forettooQ  we  disked  a  dbtrict  of  the  <%, 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  eafitward  "Of  tMif  '^g^iis.    It 
had  also  a  square  for  public  resort,  like  that  in  which  our 
waggons  stood,  where  some  of  the  inen  were  employed 
in  stretching  skins  with  pins  on  the  ground ;  others  in 
robbing  the  inside  of  skms  with  nm^  bonesi  which 
^vesthefii  much  tbt  appearance  of  wodlendolb.  Some 
ddoB  were  extended  and  covered  with  cow  dung  in  Or- 
der to  tan  them.    Four  men  were  employed  in  sewing 
a  ^n  doak,  which  they  did  with  a  straight  awl,  nnich 
in  the  ^me  way  as  ilhoemdkers  in  England.    The 
iromen  had  made  soiMtMng  Wke  pottidge,  which  ifaey 
Mit  us  in  tiie  pot  in  which  it  had  been  made,  but  tin- 
accompanied  with  spoon  or  any  imitrument  with  w4sich 
to  eat  it :  we  made  signs  that  we  had  lately  been  eat- 
irrg.    Hiey  sent  ns  also  thick  milk  in  a  calaba^^b,  of 
which  we  todc  a  little.    Though  this  young  people  ap» 
peared  very  anxious  to  see  us,  yet  the  timidity  of  most 
of  them  prevented  them  irom  gratifying  t!berr  ctniosity. 
The  parents,  however,  brou^t  some  of  them  by  force, 
when  they  screamed  excessively,  and  seemed  as  terri- 
fied as  if  we  had  intended  to  eat  them.    We  gave  the 
people  some  tobacco,  which  they  immediately  began 
to  grind  into  snuff. 

We  next  vbited  the  wife  of  Salakootoo,  the  tmg^ 
uncle.  She  was  sitting  in  the  inclosure  in  firoift  of  the 
house,  grinding  tobacco  between  two  stones.  Except- 
ing the  queen,  she  was  the  best  looking  woman  we  had 
seen  in  Lattakoo,  and  had  some  fine  children  around 
her,  who  were  so  alarmed  at  our  appearance^  that  thegr 
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iiimbg  to  their  HQibBv  when  we  sMaied  M  any  time  to 
•ppraaek  Aesw  Welikevme  ¥i«itedl  tbe  queen>  who 
but  al»  a  faxoikf  oi  fine  chiUfen,  who  weK  siXdng 
iXNiiad  a  file  ia  (he  oniir  of  the  }WiL 

White  writiDg  itt  the  tenl^sme  of  th^^  prhieipal  p^K 
fin  cofloe  in  end  aoated  tfaen^ielves  wround  me;  hii«  in 
consequence  of  their  talking  so  rnvKh^  and  90  .kmd, 
about  my  writing,  dress,  and  so  forth,  I  was  obliged 
to  desist.  To  make  something  of  time  I  U)ok  down 
their  names,  which  were  Lahalla,  Humay,  Jabaleech, 
Shoomuliky,  Muteer,  Shoomilil^,  Pallamma,  Mura- 
koomaille,  Mootabuche,  Mouqua,  Mohalaily,  Chink- 
anny,  and  Sheecolee.  I  then  took  down  the  names 
they  gave  to  the  different  parts  of  the  human  body, 
and  their  numbers  up  to  twenty,  all  which  afforded 
them  much  entertainment  After  recording  a  few 
words,  I  generally  read  them  over  to  them,  to  find 
whether  I  had  taken  them  down  correctly  and  pro- 
nounced them  properly,  as  well  as  to  assist  them  in 
forming  some  idea  of  writing.  At  my  manner  of  pro- 
nouncing some  of  their  words,  they  laughed  so  im- 
moderately loud,  as  almost  to  make  me  deaf.  When  I 
could  not  catch  the  sound  of  some  of  them,  soiis*  to  be 
able  to  put  them  down,  perhaps  five  or  six  would  pro- 
nounce them  at  one  time,  which  only  increased  my 
difficulty.  I  then  waited  for  silence,  and  held  my  ear 
to  the  most  sensible  looking  countenance,  and  obtained 
it  in  this  way.  They  were  much  entertained  by  the 
red  covering  of  my  journal,  which  each  of  them  cau- 
tiously toadied  with  his  fore  finger. 
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While  I  was  recording  the  transutions  of  the  day, 
(six,  P.M.  and  dark,)  about  twdve  people  wete  sitting 
a  few  yards  distant  from  the  tent,  singing  one  word, 
with  a  little  variation,  viz.  HailjfUUajf — Hklaylalky. 
After  repeating  it  six  or  e^ht  times  in  dnmis,  they 
paused  and  b^g^  all  at  once  again.  I  heard  many 
companies,  in  different  parts  of  the  town  engaged 
loudly  in  the  same  exmdse. 
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STRANGE  METHOD  OF  SOFTENING  SKINS— FESTIVAL— 
ABTICLES  MANUFACTUKED— CITY  DISTRICTS— FEMALE 
PAINTING— CONVERSATION  WITH  KING'S  UNCLE- 
BIAKRAKKA,  A  NEIGHBOURING  CHIEF. 

W  HEN  writing  after  dinner,  I  was  hastily  called 
out  to  witness  something  extraordinary.    There  was  a 
hard  smooth  skin  laid  upon  the  ^und,  on  which 
was  put  another  skin  which  they  intended  to  soften. 
Twelve  men  on  their  knees  surrounded  it :  every  se* 
cond  person,  which  made  six  of  the  circle,  at  one  in- 
stant plunged  down  upon  the  skb,  like  one  diving  into 
the  sea ;  each  person  driving  it  from  him,  the  whole 
skin  was  shrivdled  into  a  heap  in  the  centre;  but  in 
raising  again  their  bodies  they  pulled  it  to  them,  which 
made  it  flat  as  before,  and  made  room  for  the  other 
six  to  jdunge  down  upon  it  in  the  same  way.     Both 
sixes  alternately  continued  a  long  time  at  this  ex- 
ercise, as  if  they  had  been  a  machine,'  keeping  exact 
time  in  falling  and  rising,  by  means  of  words  which 
they  sang,  intermixed  with  fri^tftil  screams  and  howl- 
ii^.    They  frequently  appeared  fiantic  and  furious; 
but  the  instant  the  operation  iended,  their  countenances 
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resumed  their  former  aspect,  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. 

Our  attention  was  next  attracted  by  a  croud  of 

women  approaching  the  square,  liolding  long  rods  in 

their  hands»  and  their  faces  disfigured  by  white  painted 

strokes  in  various  forms«    They  marched  at  a  slow 

pace,  closely  crouded  together,  making  such  bawling 

as  required  adamantine  lungs  and  throats  of  teass. 

They  were  preceded  by  a  number  of  matrons  daodng 

aod    screammg.    On  reaching  the  entrance  to  the 

square,  there  was  a  feigned  battle  between  the  aged  and 

the  younger  women,  which  the  younger  were  allowed 

to  gain^  wb0n  tb^  entered  in  triumph.    The  people 

(hen  foffmed  a  large  cirdc^  six  or  ci^  persons  daefi^ 

whea  upw vds  of  forty  girb  eolerat,  from  twelve  to 

sateen  years  of  i^  having  their  persons  wUtened  with 

chalk.    They  danced  ia  a  kind  of  measiatd  inogu- 

larityy  strilfiog  the  ground  owst  vioiintly  m^  dmr 

ftet    Many  of  them  bad  small  diidds  in  their  band% 

which  ^y  moved  very  dexterously  kt  front  of  aM 

|)puts  of  thiBir  bodies^  at  if  warding  off  arrows  shot 

flgpiast  thmot    £?ery  one^s  eyes  were  constantly  fixed 

on  the  grouB(i^  and  ibey  mtained  a  gravity  of  coon- 

tompice  the  whole  time^  wfaidi  I  shaU  not  soon  kxgat 

After  dancing  about  a  quarter  of  en  hour,  on  some 

signal  givi^  tb^  imtantly  rttirpd  from  the  ciide^ 

were  out  of  sight  a  few  minutes^  when  they  returned 

n^  imcnediately  cotnmenced  dancmg  in  the  sanw  q^ 

per.    This  dancii^  mtiriog^  and  retoming,  eantinned 

about  an  bovr  and  a  hal^  wbeo  the  jneotiog  brake  op. 
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A  Maldia^pee,  being  told  that  cows,  ooDen,  sheep 
md  otber  aunMds  vene  attde  for  oerttuo  purposely 
tedi  w  to  feed  and  dotke  men,  wmm  uked  for  what 
)pOTpQse  be  thoQ^t  man  wis  nnde.  fie  aaBrored, 
To  go  on  phfoderiiig  opeditioos  against:  otber  people. 
According  to  this  doctrine,  die  chief  cad  of  man  b  to 
fight  one  Mith  another. 

^th.  The  people  here  obtani  ropper  and  iron 
from  some  nation  beyond  4bMi,  hot  studiously  conceid 
from  wliich.  It  is  undentood  that  there  ane  copper 
momtaifls  not  fery  <)iBtant  fioati  Lattakoo,  hit  it  la 
probable  tboft  these  metab  may  cone  from  Europe  bj 
means  df  the  settteiaents  of  the  i^Mtogwse  on  the 
Mosao^iqae  coast,  who  trade  for  slaves  with  natkn 
in  the  interior,  ia  ^xchai^  for  these  metals,  which 
are  handed  from  Mlionto  nation  tiH  they  teach  Latt«^ 
hcfo.  Vht  people  of  this  d^  appear  to  he  ii|gniioa% 
from  tfie  articles  they  maau&cture  from  these  netids^ 
sudi  ta  axes,  adees,  loiives,  spears,  and  bodkins  ftooi 
von;  rings  for  ^  legs,  anas,  Aggers,  and  ean,  6om 
copper;  and  likewise  (rom  the  oonstmctiDn  ^  (heir 
houses^  which  are  far  mperior  to  those  af  the  natioob 
marer  the  colony.  Their  doaks  are  Made  and  aenvd 
as  well  as  coeM  he  done  by  Europeans. 

The  city  is  divided  ntom  nanAcr  a(f  dtstriots,  inv- 
-faaps  fi%,  separalted  <h)m  each  other,  haraiig<each« 
Headman,  ipr  Alderman,)  and  a  jdaoe  enclosed  for 
public  resott,  Whene  4he  men  spend  the  graater  part 
of  the  day  together,  dressing  skins,  and  making  knives 
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and  various  articles.  We  spent  about  three  or  four 
hours  on  this  day  in  visiting  some  oi  those  districts, 
but  did  not  see  above  half  of  them.  All  the  Headmen 
came  to  us  soon  after  our  entering  the  place  of  public 
resort,  took  us  to  their  houses,  and  treated  us  with 
thick  milk,  boiled  wheat,  or  porridge  made  of  ground 
wheats 

At  the  house  of  one  of  the  Headmen,  who  was  moBt 
venerable  in  his  appearance,  his  two  young  wives  were 
preparing  to  attend  the  public  diversions  before  our 
waggons.  They  sat  together  in  the  front  of  the  house 
within  the  enclosure.  The  one  was  painting  her  body 
with  stuff  composed  of  red  chalk,  ground  to  a  powder, 
and  mixed  up  with  grease*.  It  was  contained  in  a 
wooden  bowl  which  stood  at  her  side.  This  she 
spread  on  the  palms  of  her  hands,  and  rubbed  it 
carefuUy  over  her  skin.  The  other  wife  had  black 
lead  dust  mixed  with  grease,  which,  put  upon  her  hair, 
gave  it  a  blue  and  sparkling  appearance.  Notwith- 
standing our  being  introduced  to  them,  they  went  on 
with  the  process,  and  with  the  utmost  coniposure, 
till  it  was  finished.  The  husband, though  also  painted 
red,  yet  firom  the  figure  of  his  person,  the  dignity  and 
gravity  of  his  countenance,  the  el^ance  of  his  fiir 
robe,  and  various  ornaments  on  his  breast,  had  as 
noble  an  appearance  as  any  person  I  recollect  to  have 
seen  any  vi4)ere.  His  house  was  neat  and  clean,  and 
his  back  yard  had  much  of  an  English  appearance. 
Indeed  all  the  Headmen  we  saw  looked  well 
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At  one  o'docl^  the  women  advanced  toirards  our 
square  in  Ae  saoie  manner  as  before,  moving  slowly 
along,  holding  rods  in  their  hands,  dancing  and  making 
a  great  noiae.  On  aniviflg  they  formed  themselves 
into  a  circle,  and  after  singing  and  dandi^  fimr  some 
time,  the  girls  came  and  wore  received  into  the  ring, 
and  in  the  course  of  two  hours  we  imderstood  a 
ceremony  was  performed,  at  which  none  but  females 
were  allowed  to  be  preset  When  all  was  over,  the 
women  formed  themselves  into  a  solid  body  with 
the  girk  in  the  middle  of  them.  Then  a  rope  made 
(tf  skin  was  tied  round  the  whole  company,  and  they 
danced  in  a  solid,  mass,  those  at  one  end  pulling 
those  at  tbe  other  to  the  side  of  the  court,  after 
which  the  others  prevailed,  and  drafted  them  by 
main  force  to  tbe  oth^,  dancing  the  whole  time 
with  tumultuous  noise.  Upon  a  signal  given,  the 
wbde  fled,  and  were  infltantly  out  of  sight  AU  this 
time  the  men  sat  conversing  together,  apparently 
unconcerned  about  what  was  going  forward. 

During  tbe  evening  our  waggons  were  surrounded 
by  a  multitude  of  persons  whose  noise  was  eqoal  to 
that  of  the  busiest  inn  in  London ;  during  which  time 
we  had  an  interesting  conversation  with  Munaneets, 
the  king's  uncle,  and  Kotcba,  one  of  the  principal 
men.  We  asked  Munaneets  if  he  would  like  instruc* 
tion ;  be  referred  the  question  to  Kotcba  for  an  answer. 
He  said,  ^^  I  do  not  like  to  tell  my  thoughts  op  it  at 
present*" — perhaps  meaping  till  tbe  arrival  of  the  king^ 
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''  Wdl,  I  wiU  teU  my  miiid,''  said  Munanets,  ''  I 
Bhould  like  it  When  I  hear  theie  people  shg,  k 
{leases  me  m»  a  daoce,  and  I  would  wUi  tf>  be  able 
to  do  it  too.  Ever  smce  the  teachers  came  to  Klaaf 
Water,  we  hare  bad  peace;  tb^  Ymre  been  Uke  « 
shield  to  06 ;  we  hate  had  less  troQble.  I  am  grieved 
that  this  custom  (meaaiiig  the  danciiig))  has  happened 
at  the  tine  you  came  here,  but  I  caooot  prevent 
it;  it  is  the  king's  orders^  «od  it  will  feat  every  day 
tiH  next  M  moon." 

In  the  afternoon  I  walked  to  a  neigbbourii^  hiH, 
to  enjoy  a  little  quiet  among  the  rochs^  Several  boys 
and  girls  accompanied  me  pait  of  the  way,  tor  Ibeir 
dhremion,  asking  me  little  question  in  sport;  repeMiiig 
frequently  the  same  thing,  with  a  laugh  eadi  time ; 
I  was  grieved  I  could  not  unctenrtand  a  sin^  word, 
but  ilus  very  drcumsiaoce  aftxded  ttem  much  entei^ 
tainment.  As  I  advanced^  th^  gmduaUy  ^dropped 
away,  one  after  another,  till  only  three  remained, 
when  diese  sat  down  and  followed  me  with  their  eyes. 
While  sitting  on  a  rock  at  the  head  of  the  hill,  two 
men  from  the  town  came  to  me,  who  after  sitting  some 
time  by  my  side,  asked  for  some  tobacco  for  the 
trouUe  they  had  taken  to  come  to  me.  Little  did  they 
know  I  would  Hatfaer  have  given  them  some  to  have 
kept  away.  They  followed  me  to  die  waggons,  in 
expectation  of  getting  some,  but  I  gave  none,  lest  the 
practice  should  become  common,  and  I  i^iould  not 
be  aUe  to  obtain  any  retirement ;  for  bad  they  sop^ 
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poaod,  tbtt  nil  wbo  oboie  to  fitdbw  us  imy  wb«re 
wottkl  be  fewarded  with  tobacco,  we  sbould  coo- 
ataotly  bgve  been  mirrouiided  wkb  peo[^. 

Wedtfcovered,  in  eoovenatioD,  that  the  people  under 
Makrakkm  another  cbi^  are  oalled  Moiolongs^  wd 
tboie  under  Lceyae  are  called  Bamacbaas,  and  that 
botbi  aa  wdl  as  many  other  nittiODs  or  tribes  are  called 
Bootcbuanas,  and  speak  the  same  language.  This  is 
very  important,  because  a  missionary,  leamii^  the 
language  of  Lattakoo,  will  be  aUe  to  converse  with 
the  people  (^  many  other  oationi^  aod  to  translate 
portions  of  die  Scriptures,  which  the  young  people  d 
Lattakoo,  when  taught  to  read^  oould  eooMiunicate  to 
furious  nations,  thus  preparing  them  to  leoeive  mis- 
sionaries. 

Makrakka  and  his  people  were  formerly  united  with 
Matedie's  peoi^  and  were  subject  to  Mallayabang, 
bis  fiitber;  but  Mallayabang  having  had  a  criminal 
intaroonrse  wkh  the  wife  of  Makrakka's  son,  and  the 
one  thinking  the  witchcraft  of  ^  other  to  be  strooger 
than  his,  in  consequence  of  more  people  dying  in  the 
district  of  the  one  than  in  tt»t  ef  the  other,  a  separa- 
tion to<dc  plaocv  wd  a  species  of  war  was  tArried  on 
for  some  time* 

About  seven  or  eight  nnrnths  ago,  arbief  bdonging 
to  Makrakka,  came  on  a  visit  to  Mallayabai^.  During 
his  visit,  he  persuaded  the  king  to  cut  down  a  tree 
whidi  stood  a  few  yards  from  our  waggons  in  the 
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square,  and  thej  say,  buried  a  stone  near  the  foot  of 
the  tree.  On  returning  booie,  he  sent  back  a  present 
of  com  to  Mallayabang,  who  died  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  it;  on  which  his  people  interpreted  the 
cutting  down  the  tree  as  signifykig  the  king's  death, 
and  the  burying  the  stone  as  his  burial ;  and  assert, 
that  poison  was  m  the  com*  This  matter  has  renewed 
the  misunderstanding  between  the  two  tribes,  y^  they 
do  not  consider  diemselves  in  a  state  of  war. 

Salakootoo  sometimes  goes  out  with  a  party  pro- 
fessedly to  bunt ;  is  absent  a  long  time,  and  returns 
with  many  cattle  he  has  stolen*  When  Mated)e  sees 
this,  he  appears  to  be  enraged,  but  a  present  of  part 
of  the  plunder  soon  pacifies  him ;  and  should  the 
party  injured  complain,  he  takes  it  upon  him  to 
satisfy  them. 

Wars  chiefly  arise  from  two  causes,  disputes  about 
their  wives,  or  abusing  eadi  other^s  peofde ;  die  party 
injured  then  invades  his  neighbour's  territory,  carrying 
destruction  wherever  he  goes. 

It  is  the  province  of  the  women  to  buiid  Aeir  houses^ 
to  dig  the  fields,  to  sow  and  reap ;  and  that  of  the 
men  to  milk  the  cows,  make  their  clothes^  and  go  to 
war. 
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PUBLIC    S(I£WS— MESSENGERS    RETURN   WITHOUT  TUB 
KING— FURTHER  ACCOUNTS  OF  DR.  COWEN'S  MURDER. 


June  97,  181S. 

ixBOUT  eight  o'clock  io  the  morning  there  was  a 
procesaion  of  the  women  and  giris,  attended  with 
much  noisy  singing  and  dancings  carrying  poles 
mounted  with  ostrich  feathers.  Durii^  the  forenoon 
all  was  quiety  so  that  our  worship  proceeded  without 
molestation.  About  for^  of  the  men  sat  round  us 
imry  quietly  during  the  whole  time. 

At  two  o'clock  all  was  confiision  around  us.  The 
women  brought  tf)e  girls,  most  .fentastically  dressed, 
and  when  a  circle  was  formed,  about  four  and  twenty 
women,  daubed  with  white  spots  of  paint,  in  imitation 
ci  leopards,  entered  and  danced  for  some  time.  Next 
eii^ered  a  woman  dressed  entirely  in  straw,  so  that 
nothing  but  her  hands  were  visible.  She  had  much 
the  appearance  of  a  bear  walking  on  his  hind  legs. 
There  wns  much  shoutii^  lai:^MQg»  ^^^  clapping  of 
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handsat  this  part  of  the  eoteitainment  Then  entered 
the  girisy  who  daxx^  for  a  minute,  when  all  of  them 
suddenly  dispersed,  and  our  quiet  was  restored. 

Munaneets  came  to  us  in  the  evening,  bringing  our 
interprister  with  him,  when  we  had  much  interesting 
conversation.  We  enquired  of  him  their  reason  for 
practisii^  circumcision.  He  said  it  came  to  them 
firom  fiaUher  to  son.  We  then  asked.  Do  you  not 
know  why  your  Mb&rs  did  it?  They  shock  thdr 
heads,  saying,  No.  We  told  them  that  our  book 
informed  us  how  it  b^an  in  the  world,  and  g^ve  them 
the  names  of  Abraham,  Ishmad,  and  Isaac,  as  the 
first  persons  who  were  circumcised.  This  appeared  to 
them  very  inlerestii^  informatioa^  and  Aey  all  tried 
to  lepeat  die  Dames  we  had  meBtiooed,  over  and  over 
again,  looking  to  us  for  torteddcH^  if  they  prooouneed 
any  of  them  wrongs-  Moaaneets^  and  the  others  who 
joined  the  company,  iqppeaoed  anxious  to  hme  timn 
fixed oo tbarnKmorias.   ^ 

We  asked  them  if  they  knew  any  thii^  of  the  migin 
<tf  mankind,  or  whenoe  they  came.  They  said  they 
came  fiom  some  eountry  beyond  them,  pointing  to  the 
N»  which  is  the  diiiectioD  in  wbich  Jadea  lies.  That 
two  USD  came  out  of  the  wat^ ;  the  one  ridi,  havv^ 
plenty  of  citflk,  the  other  poor,  having  only  dog^ 
Ooe  Kved  by  OMD,  the  other  by  bunting.  Oneoftiiem 
Ml,  and  the  mark  of  ids  foot  is  on  a  rock  to  this  day. 
We  6Ddoavo«red  to  explain  to  them  how  knowledge, 
<onv«j«d  by  meaps  of  books,  was  more  ceitain  tiian 
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tbat  conveyed  by  iDeoieiry  from  fitther  to  boil  Here 
Munan^etft  asked  if  they  should  be  taii|^  to  iNdder^* 
stand  booiuv  We  anaweied  diey  would;  and  whea 
the  peraoD  we  should  send  ([mmded  Mateebe  con*' 
seated)^  bad  learned  their  langui^  be  would  change 
the  BiUe  from  our  language  into  theia» 

MunuKclB  said--^^  I  have  heard  more  this  evemng 
tfaM  in  aM  my  life  beftae.  W^  must  shot  eoraaouthsi 
and  only  hear  T  (kxddng  at  hk  coaqMmbns  whiie  he 
spokei,)  '^  I  acknowledge  the  thnigi  you  have  to  tett 
us  are  geod^  from  the  change  di^  have  aoade  on  Ike 
GriquaaaaadCorannasat  KJaar  Walen  Soeaedmei 
when  we  have  no  rain,  food  is  very  scarce ;  wherefore 
I  fear  tbat  those  whom  you  ^U  tend  inll  not  be 
satiified^  and  will  leave  us.''  Mr.  Bead  toM  kim»  tfiat 
seen  after  he  came  to  the  HattentotB,  they  were  k 
die  situaiMn  he  had  tnentnoed,  and  lived  upoa  looted 
ytt^  Anderson  likewise  ataled^  that  when  his  peofde 
ireni  in  that  ^tuatkxi,  he  trMeUed  deog  with  theaa' 
from  place  to  place»  in  ^juest  ^  water  and  ginass. 
Munaneets  was  satisfied  with  then  answers^  and  re* 
matked,  ^  that  all  whito  peraons  who  had  gone  bejfood 
Lattakoo  had  been  murdered,  eacept  one,  who  had 
gcme  to  a  place  a  little  beyond  them,  but  bad  he 
atakl  two  days  longer,  he  woold  have  kett  murdered 
Ukemse.  When  we  told  them  dasir  danger,"  adddl 
Mooaneete,  ''  th^  wouldaot  believe  as^  di^ifaoag^ 
it  was  our  covetousness,  tbat  we  wished  to  ham  all 
their  beads.* 
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I  think  there  is  littie  doubt  but  Mateebe  and  his 
peo[deare  desirous  that  white  men  should  not  fonn  any 
connection  with  tribes  beyond  them,  on  purpose  that 
they  may  always  be  the  channel  throu^  which  all 
European  articles  may  hereafter  pass  to  the  nations 
north  of  Lattakoo« 

They  mentioned  a  tribe  of  black  people  called  the 
Wanketzens^  who  lived  not  far  beyond  them — they 
said  that  they  were  there  lately,  and  had  seen  guns^ 
especially  a  small  one,  .M'hich  they  believed  was  Dr. 
Cowan's,  and  that  these  were  the  people  who  had 
murdered  Dr.  Cowan  and  all  his  companions. 

Munaneets  bdng  sent  for  by  hb  wifis,  abruptly  put 
an  end  to  the  conversation. .  While  we  were  engaged 
in  ity  an  old  man  who  b  averse  to  our  sending  teachers,: 
asked  how  we  made  candles,  pointing  to  that  which 
was  on  our  table.  He  also  said,  he  did  not  need 
instruction  fiom  any  one,  for  the  dice  which,  hong 
from  his  neck,  .informed  him  of  every  thing  which 
hm>pened  at  a  distance ;  and  added,  if  they  were  to 
attend  to  instructions,  they  would  have  no  time  to 
bunt  or  to  do  any  thing. 

88th«  The  wind  being  high,  and  the  air  frosty,  I 

Mi  it  extremely  cold  in  the  waggon  during  the  night 

moDieter  at  sun-rise,  40.  There  was  no  processioa 

he  women  in  the  morning,  but  many  of  them  came 

body  to  the  square,  and  scolded  the  Headmeiv 

dlowing  them  such  lean  oxen  for  the  feast   Mu- 
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naoeets,  who  acted  as  king's  deputy,  told  them  that 
these  were  the  four  oxen  which  Mateebe  had  ordered 
to  be  gi?en  them,  and  they  should  have  no  other* 
We  expected  Mateebe  would  arrive  this  day,  but  we 
received  no  intdligence  of  hioL 

Having  heard  of  some  paintings  in  Salakootoo's 
bouse^  we  went  after  breakfast  to  view  them.  We 
found  them  v^  rough  representations  of  the  camel- 
leopard,  liunoceros^  elephant,  lion,  tyger,  and  stein* 
buck,  which  Sali^ootoo's  wife  had  drawn  on  the  clay 
wall,  with  white  and  Uack  paint  However,  they 
were  as  well  done  as  we  expected,  and  may  lead 
to  something  better.  The  women  were  very  quiet^ 
wad  were  feasting  during  the  day,  but  after  sun-set 
they  became  noisy,  bawling  and  screaming  in  all 
diiQctioQS. 

H9ttt.  Tlie  women,  in  large  parties,  were  singing 
the  whole  night  After  breakfisMt,  we  had  a  formal 
meeting  vrith  Munaneets,  to  enquire  respecting  Ma* 
teebe's  return,  as  we  had  wailed  sit  days  for  the  return 
of  the  messeng^  sent  in  quest  of  him,  without  having 
received  any  information.  He  said  it  was  probable 
he  might  return  on  the  morrow  or  the  next  day. 
After  our  interpreter  had  expressed  in  the  hearing 
of  Munaneets  what  we  had  desired  Mm,  he  made 
no  reply,  till  one  of  his  people  who  sat  on  his  left 
hand  repeated  our  inquiry.  This  appears  to  be  a 
state  fcNrm. 

Mm.. 
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We  employed  the  foreDOon  in  miting  the  diiftrictt 
in  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  city,  when  we  conrerted  a 
litde  with  the  Headmen  and  others  in  each  diatriet 
We  obsenited  one  man  shaping  a  doak  from  a  large 
skin,  which  he  did  very  experdy.    On  our  return  we 
saw  a  child,  about  eight  years  old,  standing  in  the 
iniddte  of  the  street  weeping,  and,  being  almost  a 
skeleton,   it    attracted  our    attention.   We  enquired 
respecting  its  disease,  when  the  women  tokl  us^  the 
child  was  well  enoogb,  that  want  of  food  bad  broiir^ 
it  into  diat  state — that  the  fiuher  and  mother  were 
poor — that  he  had  gone  away  with  another  woman,  and 
was  hunting  in  the  south-Mhat  the  mother  was  goae 
to  the  westward,   searching   for  food.    Neither  tbe 
men,  women  nor  children  present  seemed  fay  tfatar 
countenances  to  express  the  least  sympadiy  or  fool- 
ing  for   this  forsaken,  starving   child.     Th^  said, 
laughing,  that  we  might  take  the  child  with  us  if  we 
pleased.    Hiis  reminded  me  of  what  tiie  Scripture 
says  of  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  that  they  are  the 
habitations  ef  crud^.   I  was  certain  that  the  sight  ai 
this  little  girl  in  the  streets  of  London  would  have 
excited  {Mty  in  the  hearts  of  thonsands.    We  took  the 
ehild  to  ow  waggons,  desiring  the  people  to  inform  its 
mother,  when  she  returaed,  where  she  aaight  find  her. 
When  some  meat  was  given  to  the  chiM,  she  devoured 

idi  the  voracity  of  a   tyger.   Thenaoaseter  at 

^  67. 

t  two  P.M.  the  bustle  commenced  in  the  sipiari, 
he  dancing  of  the  girts,  who  had  made  some 
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tddition  to  tfaeir  former  dreasei.  ScKne  of  them  had 
me  aide  of  the  fiice  painted  blecki  and  the  other 
wbite^;  otberi^  the  vpper  part  of  the  &oe  v^Uti^ 
•od  the  under,  Uack*  They  bad  pieces  of  reed% 
about  aix  iocdies  lon^  atnuig  lite  beadsy  and  made 
into  the  form  of  a  petticoat,  hung  round  them  from 
the  middle  almoBt  to  the  groundi  which  made  a 
atnui^  noise  when  th^  danced*  Tbey  had  likewise 
A  gpeat  quantity  of  MPaw  rope  wound  round  tben^ 
tNTcyettii^  twdve  or  fifteen  inches  from  the  middle 
of  their  backs,  and  also  in  finont^  which  gave  them 
fti  imy  odd  appearance.  The  queen  and  several 
otbeif%  who  acted  as  musicians,  by  bawling  aloud  and 
flapping  bands,  wore  cloaks  composed  of  about  a 
dozen  fur  tippets,  baq^ng  from  their  shoulders  to  the 
ground,  under  which  they  had  a  skin  cloak,  without 
the  bain  A  few  wore  leather  caps,  but  the  greater 
part  bad  no  covering  on  their  beads*  Almost  every 
€*e  wore  sandals,  except  the  dancing  girls. 

When  the  girls  bad  retired,  some  oM  women  brouf^ 
Ibrwacd  a  honied  serpent,  irtuc^  they  drew  on  a  flat 
boards  It  was  made  <tf  dayi  daubed  over  with  red, 
wbit^  attd  black  painty  Thia  being  placed  within  the 
teirOle^  two  women  came, forward,  fimtastically  dressed^ 
who  seemed  to  be  actressesi .  Tbey  danced  round  the 
aerpeot  in  a  strange  manner,  with  rods  in  their  bands^ 
decked  with  black  ostrich  fisathersi  and  keeping  tbenr 
ifyes  continually  directed  towards  the  serpent^  oAea 
pointing  t0  it  with  tbeir  rods,  and  dien  pointing  to  the 
oastwardi  as  the  ^larter  where  it  bad  been  founds 

Mm  S 
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They  often  appeared  as  if  much  terrified  at  the  s^rt 
of  it^  and  suddenly  sprang  from  it  They  seemed  to 
act  their  parts  very  well^  and  the  surroundmg  multt* 
tude  appeared  highly  entertained  by  this  part  of  the 
show.    About  six  or  seven  hundred  were  present 

In  the  evening  the  two  messengers  who  had  been 
sent  for  Mateebe  returned,  withotit  having  ftnind  him^ 
in  consequence,  as  was  reported  ^  us,  of  one  of  tfiem 
having,  on  the  third  day,  hurt  his  leg,  which  obliged 
tliem  to  return.  We  had,  however,  secret  infonnationy 
that  having  seen  some  wild  Bushmen,  they  were  afraid 
to  proceed,  and  fled  back  as  fast  as  they  could,  but 
being  unwilling  to  expose  their  cowardice  to  us>  they 
concealed  Uie  real  cause  of  their  return. 

A  short  time  after  the  return  of  the  messengers,  we 
obtained  a  meeting  with  Munaneets,  and  six  or  sevea 
of  the  principal  men,  to  consult  what  was  now  to  be 
done.  After  much  conversation,  Munaneets  ofiered 
to  go  himself,  provided  two  of  our  men  would  ac- 
company him  with  mudcets  to  defend  him  from  the 
Bushmen,  who  were  often  stroHing  about  thenr  country; 
provided  also,  that  we  would  engage  to  wait  his  re- 
turn. We  proposed  this  to  our  people,  and  said  we 
should  be  glad  if  two  or  three  of  them  would  volun- 
teer on  the  service.  After  considering  the  matter, 
three  of  them  ofiered  to  accompany  Munaneets.  We 
proposed  to  go  ourselves  in  our  waggons,  but  that  was 
disapproved  by  Mateebe's  council— they  wished  w  to 
remfdn  in  the -city.    We  enquired  if  we  mi^t  instruct 
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the  peq[^  in  the  meantiaiey  as  our  BituatioD  was 
uopleaaan^  bavii^  nothing  to  do.  They  said  tbey 
could  give.no  answer  till  Mateebe  came.  I  then  told 
them,  through  the  interpretans,  that  I  came  fit>m  the 
same  country  as  Dr.  Cowan,  and  that  no  doubt  his 
friends  would  be  anxious  to  bear  any  thing  concerning 
him,  and  would  be  much  obliged  by  their  fitvouring 
me  with  all  they  knew  concerning  him  and  his  com- 
pany after  leaving  Lattakoo. 

Tb^  said  that  he  and  his  people  were  murdered 
near  the  town  of  Melita,  about  five  days  journey  to 
ike  N.£.  which  b  in  the  country  of  the  Wanketzens^ 
whose  Chiefs  name  is  Makkabba.  Some  present, 
especially  our  Bootcbuana  interpreter,  (of  whose 
honesty  we  all  had  a  good  opinion,)  asserted,  that 
when  on  a  Commando  along  with  the  Wanketzens^ 
they  had  seen  Dr.  Cowan's  tent,  sheep,  spoons^  and 
clothes.  We  inquired  respecting  the  colour  of  the 
clothes — they  said  white  and  red.  They  said  they 
were  glad  we  had  not  spoken  on  that  subject  publicly, 
as  many  of  these  Wanketzens  were  now  in  Lattakoo. 
After  a  lit^e  ftirther  conversaticm,  they  told  us  that 
some  of  the  clothes  were  in  that  district  of  Lattakoo, 
which  we  visited  last  Saturday.  We  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  however  to  ask  for  a  sight  of  them,  unless 
they  should  themselves  ofSsr  iU 

One  thing  which  makes  an  African  town  appear 
to  a  European  as  dull  and  deserted  is,  the  almost 
total  absence  of  smoke ;  but  while  we  were  waUdnj^ 
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about  Btthset,  od  the  brow  of  «  bill  opposite  to  tiie 
ctty>  the  fires  were  l^bted  ap^  it  beioga font  day,  tad 
tbe  doud  of  smoke  wbidi  in  consequenoe  bovered 
oter  tbedtyi  reminded  me  of  London. 

Tbe  names  of  tbe  Headmen  in  tbe  districts  we 
Tisited  tbia  day,  wett^  Oramossacbuko^  AckKv  Meoat- 
tsssai^  HakkodoOy  Mootcboer,  and  HottolL 

SOtb.  Tbermometer  at  sun-rise,  40.  Early  in  the 
morning  MunaneetSy  witb  some  of  bis  peofde^  and 
tbree  of  oors^  (^parted  in  searcb  of  Maie^;  and 
be  left  tbe  government  of  ^  dtj,  in  tbe  bawb  of 
Mateere,  not  of  bis  brodier  Salakootoo  as  we  expected. 
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LOOKING-GLASS  EXCITES  WONDMl-QUEEN  OBJECTS  TO 
OUR  LEAVINFO  THE  T0WN-4SNDBAT0Cm  TO  MAKE 
QUSEN  UNIWRSTAND  THE  UW  OF  WHITINO  AND 
PRINTINO— HER  ENQUIRIES— AFRAIP  OF  A  WATCH-r 
POPULATION  OF  CITY— SEHOIYA—LATTAKOO  WELLS. 


After  ahaviog  in  tfae  foieoooD,  I  happened  to 
flbeif  a  pnmti  himmtii  ia  the  lookkq^  ^tm  which  was 
itt  ^  lid  of  ny  box,  and  this  g^ve  me  employment 
^noughi  fi)r  he  nm  eff  to  hring  his  wife  and  ether 
fiienda  la  see  theaqselfei.  £very  one  was  afraid  at 
ihe  first  tight  obtained,  etartK^  back  ftom  the  ^ass; 
most  of  tfaeaa  looked  behind  the  glasSy  to  see 
if  it  was  no  deeepdoo.  The  croud  incmaed  e^ery 
aainute,  aod  the  prnss  to  get  finward  was  so  greac^ 
that  Ike  teot  was  dtea  in  danger  of  being  ofertaroed. 
They  all  loocbed  sease  piM  of  their  &ce,  with  their 
fingor^to  aaearlaia  vhelher  it  was  foaBy  tfaeawiifieB 
that  they  saw  in  the  jninor.  When  both  my  aitts 
were  rtinyirtely  tiMd  widi  holding  the  ^asi  beibre 
them,  I  wtt  obliged  to  reqaest  a  lespkato  soase  fuiufe 
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period,  and  oo  laying  it  aside,  they  walked  away 
gready  entertained.    Thennometer  at  noon,  70. 

The  dancing  continued  to  day  as  usual.  In  the 
nKmiing  we  had  proposed  to  Mateere,  the  Governor 
of  the  town  in  absence  of  Munaneets,  to  viat  a  laige 
village  about  a  day  and  a  half's  journey  higher  up  the 
country,  to  occupy  our  time  till  Mateebe's  return,  and 
he  engaged  to  acoxnpany  his.  In  the  evening  he  came 
into  our  tent,  and  sat  silent  for  some  time ;  be  then 
went  out,  and  brought  with  him  the  interpreter; 
of  course  we  p^ceived  he  had  something  to  com- 
municate. When  seated,  Mahootoo,  the  queen,  en- 
tered, and  Seetezoo,  the  kmg's  sister,  who  can  speak 
tf)e  CcMranna  language;  she  told  Adam  Kok,  that 
the  queen  was  averse  to  our  gCHug  any  where  tiU 
Mateebe  came.  After  some  conversation,  she  pro- 
posed, that  if  we  went,  we  should  leave  part  of 
our  waggons  behind.  We  UAd  her  we  never  AoM 
have  thought  (tfleavii^  Lattakooeven  fix*  a  day  befim 
Mateebe's  return,  had  we  been  permitted  to  in^ruct 
the  people ;  but  that  havii^  notfiiog  to  do,  we  wished 
to  visit  that  village,  and  likewise  to  hunt,  as  our  stock 
was  getting  low.  She  said,  that  owing  to  the  bad 
harvest  they  had  had,  they  could  not  su{^ly  us  as 
they  wished.  We  then  asked,  why  she  wished  paif 
ci  our  waggons  to  remam  belund  us.  She  said,  be- 
cause i^  desired  to  have  company,  wj^^ph  undoubtedly 
was  not  the  real  reason.  I  suppose  they  were  afraid 
lest  Mateebe  should  come  befiire  we  relunied,  and 
wo»ld  be  disappointed  and  displeased  to  find  no 
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Mrangers.  Perceivmg  thia,  we  said  we  would  all  le* 
main  with  her;  indeed  we  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
divide  our  strength. 

This  matter  being  settled,  weendeavoured  to  contey 
sbme  informadoa  We  exfdained  to  her  the  nature 
ef  a  letter,  by  means  ci  which  a  person  coidd  oonvey 
his  tboc^ts  to  a  friend  at  a  distance.  Mr.  A.  shewed 
her  one  he  had  received  from  his  wife,  by  which  he 
knew  every  tbii^  that  had  happened  at  Klaar  Water 
for  two  days  after  he  left  it  This  information  highly 
entertained  her,  especially  when  told  that  A.  Kok, 
who  brought  it,  knew  nothing  of  what  it  contained, 
which  we  exfdained  by  telling  her  the  use  of  sealing 
wax.  The  biUe  being  on  the  table  gave  occasion  to 
exfdain  the  nature  and  use  of  a  book,  particularly  of 
that  book--^how  it  inftNrmed  ns  of  God,  who  made 
all  things;  and  of  the  beginning  of  all  things,  which 
seemed  to  astonish  her,  and  many  a  look  was  directed 
towards  the  bible. 

Mahootoo  »ked  the  f(41owing  questions,  evidently 
as  things  she  had  formerly  thou^t  of.  ^^  Will  peofde 
who  are  dead,  rise  up  againP'  ^^  Is  Qod  under  the 
earth,  or  where  is  he?"  After  we  had  answered  her 
questions,  she  said,  when  Mateebe  came  home  she  would 
advise  him  to  send  his  servants  to  go  and  hunt  jackals^ 
and  renuun  hims^  at  Lattakoo,  for  there  was  enough 
for  him  to  do.  This  she  said  to  suppcMt  her  husband 
in' our  estimation,  fearing  we  should  think  less  of  him 
on  account  of  being  so  long  engaged  in  hunting  jaokali^ 
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She  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mateebe 
took  another  woman  to  be  his  wife,  until  Mabootoa 
should  be  of  age  to  marry,  by  whom  he  has  had  two 
sons  and  two  daughters ;  but  Mahootoo,  thou^  the 
younger  woman,  is  called  the  oldest  queeD,  that  her 
son  may  succeed  to  the  government  When  the  cod- 
versatioQ  was  ended,  we  daewed  them  a  watdi,  which 
both  astcNiished  and  terrified  them.  On  observing  die 
work  in  moticm,  they  concluded  that  it  must  be  alive, 
and  on  offering  to  put  it  to  their  ears,  to  hesise  it 
sound,  they  held  up  their  hands  lo  drive  it  away  as  if 
it  had  been  a  serpent. 

Our  interpreter  said  something  to  tb^n  which  made 
them  laugh  immoderately.  We  found  lie  had  said^ 
that  before  he  went  to  Klaar  Water,  he  was  as  igno- 
rant as  they  were,  but  there  he  had  been  taii^bt 
many  good  things,  which  they  also  would  be  tau^t 
if  Mateebe  permitted  missionaries  to  settle  among 
them. 

It  is  heart  rending  to  witness,  from  morning  to 
evening,  so  great  a  number  of  fine  clever  young  people 
playing  about,  having  nothing  to  learn  or  to  do.  Their 
parents  appear  to  teach  them  nothing;  finr  thoi^ 
various  articles  are  manu&ctured  among  them,  yet 
they  are  made,  not  as  a  trade,  but  for  amusement  in 
the  public  place;  as  if  a  London  ei^rav^  were  to 
carry  a  [date  of  copper  to  the  Royal  Exchange,  to 
engrave  upon,  while  conversing  with  his  friends.  I  do 
not  know  how  the  men  treat  the  women  at  home^  but 
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k  is  rare  to  see  a  maa  take  any  notice  of  a  woman 
out  oi  doors.  Yet  the  women  do  not  appear  under  any 
restraint  in  the  presence  of  the  men,  but  are  free  and 
cbearful.  I  observed  one  of  them  sooid  five  or  six  men, 
because  tbey  did  not  r^nove  fixun  a  fire  around  which 
they  were  sitting  when  the  dancing  girb  were  passings 
I  understood  that  to  be  a  piece  of  etiquette  customary 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  men  made  no  refrfy,  but 
continned  to  look  stedfastly  to  the  fire,  like  persons 
conscious  of  having  done  wrong  in  remaining  where 
they  were^  but  so  lazy  that  they  did  not  like  to  rise. 

July  1.  It  is  very  difficult  to  know  when  these 
people  are  taUmg,  whedier  they  are  in  a  rage  or  in 
good  humour.  I  had  generally  to  listra  whether 
they  lauj^ied  or  not  before  I  could  determine,  if  not 
within  si^t  of  their  countenances;  for  when  they 
become  the  least  interested  in  what  they  are  saying, 
tbey  speak  with  all  their  might,  as  if  addressbg  people 
at  a  great  distance.  While  sitting  in  the  waggon  this 
fwonoon,  there  was  an  extraordinary  uproar  without^ 
whkh  mpuie  me  look  out  to  know  die  cause.  Some 
OIK  liad  stden  two  buttons  firom  the  trowsers  of  oar 
Bootchuana  interpreter,  and  they  were  charging  one 
amrtber  with  the  dieft ;  but  had  it  been  the  great  seed 
of  Ei^land  that  had  been  stolen,  there  could  not  have 
beem  a  more  serious  affitiy.  The  thief  was  found,  a 
good  looking  young  man,  whom  the  interpreter  drove 
out  of  the  square,  in  the  presence  of  numerous  spec* 
tutors,  who  all  seemed  to  approve  of  the  punisfaiiient« 
This  was  the  first  robbery  I  had  heard  of,  thoi^h  many 
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of  our  things  were  exposed  the  whole  day.   TiMftuft- 
meter  at  HOOD,  70* 

This  day  the  pMic  shows  remwred  to  the  met 
district  west  finom  us,  whidi  afibtded  us  much  more 
quiet. 

The  women  hoie  are  the  fiirmcrs.  Efea  the  queen 
digs  die  ground  abng  with  the  odier  femates.  The 
instrument  they  use  is  a  kind  of  pick-axe.  Tli^  aM 
sing  while  at  work,  and  strike  the  ground  witb  their 
axes  according  to  time,  so  that  no  one  gives  a  stroke 
more  than  another;  thus  they  make  labour  an  amuse- 
meot  They  seem  in  many  respects  to  be  m  deai^ 
people,  havmg  <rf)served  no  fikh  of  any  kidd  ifiag 
about  their  houses,  nor  indeed  in  ai^  part  of  the 
town. 

From  the  best  calcidation  we  have  been  «Ue  to 
make^  thero  appear  to  be  about  fifteen  hundred  faoussi 
in  Latlakoo;  of  course,  allowing  five  peiwns  to  eadi 
house,  which  perhaps  is  a  low  computation,  thero  must 
be  seven  thousand  five  hundred  inhabitants.  It  is  re- 
puted diat  they  have  more  dmn  a  thousand  {dMes, 
called  outposts,  where  thero  are  people  and  cattle. 

Sd  When  at  breakfast,  Mooshuai,  Mamdalla,  and 
Leapa,  the  widow  of  MaUayabang  the  late  king,  canx 
into  the  tent,  and  procured  some  tobacco,  of  which 
they  are  all  inunoderatdy  fond.  Le^)a  is  mother  to 
l^teebe.  The  shows  retunied  to  our  square  this  day. 
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Tb^  bagBdi  by  anumber  of  women,  mmoog  whom  was 
the  queen,  dandng  in  a  barbarous  stile,  and  singing 
not  a  song,  but  the  word  Aylatchee  I  Aylatchee  ! 

Them  was  a  deror  girl,  about  ten  yean  of  age, 
whose  name  was  Seboiya,  who  frequency  visited  our 
wi^gOBs.  She  socnedmes  tried  to  teach  me  a  few  of 
their  words.  This  day  she  intiodnced  Ikee  df  her 
companions,  whose  names  were  Heylobally,  Kaadje, 
and  Mama.  They  ail  became  my  teachers,  and  no 
doubt  considered  one  a  doll  scholar,  for  I  seldom 
pronounced  a  word  so  as  to  please  them,  but  it  was 
dieir  own  fiuilt,  for  no  sooner  had  one  uttered  half  a 
word,  th«B  the  other  three  oangbt  k,  and  called  it  out 
as  loud,  as  if  tbey  had  suj^posed  me  as  deaf  as  a 
mdL  By  this  confosioa  of  tongues,  I  could  make 
nothing  of  their  teaching,  and  though  I  was  the  oxAj 
one  present  who  perceived  the  cause,  I  could  not 
ex^in  it  to  Ihem  for  want  of  a  knowledge  of  Aeir 
language.  Many  children  were  highly  entertained  by 
one  of  our  people  allowing  them  in  rotation  to  smodc 
his  tobacoo  pipe  for  about  a  minnte  each.  Ffom  the 
inkiest  to  the  lowest  they  are  not  ashamed  to  beg 
any  thing. 

Tw)  bays  who  should  have  been  attending  Aeir 
Other's  catde,  wen  playing  by  oar  waggons,  when 
tfaeir^Mher  enteied  the  square.  The  instant  he  saw 
Aem,  iie  mi  towards  them  in  the  most  forious  savage 
manner,  and  lashed  them  with  all  his  might  T%ey 
fled  as  if  for  life,  but  on  getting  out  of  his  reach,  they 
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appeared  to  have  been  accustomed  to  such  treatoaent^ 
for  tb^  walked  off  with  great  deliberation. 

When  seated  on  the  front  of  my  waggon,  the  finst 
ladies  of  the  city  came  and  offered  me  their  arm-rings 
and:  ear-rings  for  a  little  tobacco;  and  the  children 
even  of  eight  and  nine  years  of  age  made  most  signi- 
ficant intimations  that  tb^  wanted  snuff.  In  the 
evening  many  people  returned  who  had  fled  from 
Lattakoo  on  our  arrival,  from  dread  that  we  had  come 
to  revenge  the  death  of  Dn  Cowan. 

When  Mr.  A.  was  engag^  in  prayer  among  us  this 
morning,  a  boy  stood  gazing  at  me  for  some  time,  but 
a  Matchappee  observing  him,  in  an  angry  tone,  ordered 
him  off,  which  shewed  they  formed  some  conceptions 
of  prayer. 

Sd.  In  the  morning  I  walked  into  the  catde  kraali 
to  see  them  milking  the  cows.  They  tie  the  two  hind 
1^  very  firmly  together,  then  allow  the  old  calf  to 
suck  a  litde,  without  which  the  cows  in  this  country 
would  give  no  milk.  One  En^ish  cow  would  give 
as  much  milk  as  eight  or  ten  African  cows. 

When  a  &mily  deurea  to  go  to  sleep  during  the 
day,  as  is  often  the  case,  and  do  not  wish  to  be 
disturbed,  they  place  (me  or  two  flat  atones  (xi 
the  outside  of  their  door  as  a  signal  for  none  to 
enter. 
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The  water  by  which  the  town  is  supplied  is  obtained 
from  some  holes  at  the  end  of  a  hill^  about  a  mile  to 
the  westward.  Each  hole  is  about  a  foot  in  diameter, 
and  two  feet  deep.  The  river  Lattakoo  is  too  distant 
to  bring  it  from  thence.  From  fifty  to  a  hundred 
women  are  to  be  found  at  these  little  wells  fixMn 
morning  to  evening.  By  ten  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
all  the  water  that  has  been  collected  during  the  night 
is  taken  away,  so  that  all  who  come  later  must  gradu- 
ally obtain  it,  as  it  rises  from  the  spring.  No  perscMi 
having  a  h^ad  ache  should  approach  within  a  hun- 
dred yards  of  this  well,  the  tongue-uproar  is  so  great 
Messrs.  R.  A.  and  three  of  our  people  went  in  the 
morning  to  dig  them  a  proper  well  By  two  P«M.  it 
was  eight  feet  square,  but  owing  to  a  rock,  only  two 
feet  and  a  half  deep* 
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1IATEGB£9  EXPEDITION— NEWS  OF  THE  KING'S  AP- 
PROACH—HIS ARBIVAIr-IJST  OF  MATCBAPPEE  KINGS, 
&c— HRST  INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  KING— HE  ASKS  FOR 
A  GUN— DINING  OF  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY— PUBLIC  MEET- 
ING Wtra  THE  KING  AND  HIS  PEOPLB-A  FROLIC- 
KING^ ACCOUNT  OF  COWAN'S  MURDER. 

JVl  ATEERE  with  two  others  paid  us  a  visit  in  our 
tent  in  the  evening.  They  related  an  expedition  for 
stealing  cattle,  in  which  they  were  engaged  some  time 
ago,  which  lasted  ten  months.  They  travelled  N.W. 
and  then  direct  to  E.  till  they  came  to  a  large 
water,  which  probably  was  the  Indian  ocean;  but 
what  astonished  us  was,  their  relating  it  as  if  it  were 
a  fortunate  and  commendable  enterprise,  that  they 
came  to  a  people  who  had  no  instruments  of  defence, 
killed  many  of  them,  and  carried  off  a  great  many 
catde.  On  which  Mr.  Anderson  remarkefd,  that  the 
more  people  any  of  these  men  kill,  the  higher  it  raises 
their  character ;  and  to  murder  one  white  man  gains 
feme  than  murdering  two  black,  and  he  had  no 
;  but  the  murder  of  poor  Cowan  and  Denovan, 
their  par^,  had  added  greatly  to  the  renown  of 
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the  Wantketaens  among  all  tbe  neighbouring  nations 
At  tbe  conclusion  of  the  conversation,  Mateere  told  us» 
that  bis  dice  said  to  him  that  Mateebe  would  be  at 
Lattakoo  to-morrow^ 

4tb.  After  breakfast  Munaneete  arrived  from  his 
journey  in  quest  of  Mateebe.  As  he  returned  without 
our  three  men  who  went  to  protect  him,  we  yvere  anxi-^ 
ous  to  know  the  result,  but  be  said  he  would  tdl 
nothings  till  he  had  given  an  account  of  his  joomey  to 
the  chief  men,  which  he  soon  did.  They  sat  in  a  circle 
near  our  waggons,  when  he  gave  an  account  of  his  journey 
to  them*  When  their  meeting  broke'up,  he  informed  us 
that  be  reached  Mateebe  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
day,  when  our  men  were  greatly  &tigued,  having  killed 
nothing  for  food  during  the  journey — that  he  left 
Mateebe  in  haste  next  momii^  if  possible  to  reach  us 
before  we  had  proceeded  up  the  country,  as  we  had 
proposed,  that  we  might  be  at  Lattakoo  on  the  arrival 
of  Mateebe,  which  he  expected  would  be  on  tbe  mor- 
row. This  information  gave  us  much  satisfaction,  as 
we  hardly  expected  him  so  early. 

My  youug  friend^  Sehcnya,  in  the  morning,  intro^ 
duced  to  me  four  more  of  her  companions,  £uclitzee^ 
Demaymoy,  Tsai,  and  Nakaye;  all  were  from  nine  to 
ekven  years  of  age,  and  their  features  and  figure  com- 
pleatly  European,  only  they  were  black. 

When  at  dinner  in  the  tent,  Mimaneets  tbeGovemofi 
Mateere,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  two  others, 
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were  present  Mateere  observed  us  taking  a  little 
Cayenne  pepper ;  when  the  redness  of  it  attnftctiug 
his  attention,  he  asked  for  a  little,  which  we  gate 
him.  On  feeling  its  pungency,  he  shut  his  eyes,  hastily 
put  his  hand  on  his  mouth,  and  held  down  his  head. 
He  concealed  his  pain,  and  slily  totiched  Mr.  Read 
with  his  foot,  to  intimate  that  he  should  say  nothing, 
bat  give  the  sam6  dose  to  the  others.  Munaneeto 
partook  next,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  speak,  he  asked 
a  litde  for  his  wife.    The  others  likewise  tasted  it* 

5th.  Two  parties,  as  forerunners  of  Mateebe, 
attived  in  the  morning,  and  at  noon  he  arrived  him* 
sdf,  with  many  attendants  carrying  spears,  and  pdes 
dressed  with  black  ostrich  feathers,  which  are  stuck 
into  the  ground  around  places  where  they  bait  to 
frighten  away  lions,  who  it  seems  are  not  fond  of  their 
appearance.  The  arrival  of  Mateebe  occasioned  no 
more  stir  in  the  town  than  usual.  On  comitig  into 
the  square,  he  took  no  notice  of  us  or  om*  wagons, 
but  acted  as  if  ignorant  that  strangers  vf&e  there* 
He  then  with  his  people  crouched  down  in  the  form 
of  a  circle,  when  Mateere  related  to  him  every  thing 
that  had  token  place  daring  his  absence.  He  then 
rdated  the  circumstances  of  his  own  excursion,  both  of 
which  speeches  did  not  occuj^  ten  minutes;  after 
which,  in  consequence  of  orders,  we  walked  np  to  him, 
when,  without  looking  towards  us,  he  stretched  oat  his 
right  hand,  which  we  shook,  saying  to  him,  '*  Mateebe, 
O  Iss,"*  which  is  the  salutation  given  to  the  kir^.  Daring 
an  this  there  was  not  ^  smallest  altautioQ  in  his 
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countenance.  He  appeared  thoughtful,  deep,  and 
cautious^  extremely  like  the  portraits  I  have  seen 
of  Buonaparte,  which  were  taken  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago. 

After  conversing  sometime  with  his  chief  men, 
Mateebe  stepped  into  the  house  which  we  called  our 
kitchen,  sat  down  by  the  fire,  and  conversed  with 
Adam  Kok,  who  accompanied  us  from  Klaar  Water, 
evideody  to  sound  him  respecting  our  intentions^ 
After  remaining  about  two  hours  in  the  square,  with- 
out appearing  to  notice  us,  he  went  across  the  road 
to  his  house,  having  hinted  to  A.  Kok,  that  when  he 
had  rested,  he  should  converse  vnth  us  on  the  object 
of  our  visit,  which  would  be  about  the  going  down  of 
the  sun. 

The  fdlowing  is  a  list  of  their  kings  and  royal 
fiMoilies  as  fiur  back  as  their  ddest  men  knew,  which 
we  collected  before  the  arrival  of  Mateebe. 

KOOLA. 

Makkoshbe. 

Masoochb. 

Malayhabano. 

Salakooto,  *) 

}BU  hroiken  now  iM^. 
Munaiieets.3 

Mateebe. 

MahootDOy  >_ 
ymiq 


Keebehci!^e.i 
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Mateebei  Brothers. 

Mateebe*s  Sisteri. 

Malema. 

Setezoo. 

Malaala. 

Koee-ee. 

Mahoora. 

Karoweetz. 

Mapareeha. 

Mareii. 

Maperera. 

Shuai. 

Kannakamora. 

Marujjanee. 

Heekane. 

Mateebei  Children. 


SONS. 

Pechee. 
Peaabooran. 
Jangee. 
Mozebee. 


DAUGHTEBS. 

Matjaragee. 
Matzetyanee. 
Maharree* 


All  the  history  of  these  kings  which  we  could  learn 
upon  the  occasion  of  taking  down  their  mimes  was — 
That  during  the  reign  of  Makkoshee,  the  Morolongs 
asked  from  him  the  breast  of  every  ox  killed  by  his 
people^  which  would  have  been  acknowledging  de- 
pendence on  -him.  He  replied,  ''  Am  I  then  your 
servant?"  The  refusal  caused  a  war,  in  which  Makko- 
shee  and  his  people  were  driven  to  three  difierent 
places  at  considerable  distances  from  each  other. 

About  sun-set,  Mateebe,  attended  by  his  brother 
and  some  of  his  chief  men,  approached  our  tent  On 
entering,  he  sat  down  and  remained  in  silence^  first  to 
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receive  oqr  preseDt,  and  then  to  bear  what  we  had 
to  say.  I  made  him  a  present  of  some  trinkets  fiir* 
nished  me  by  the  ladies  of  Kingsiand,  accompanied 
by  the  lid  of  my  shaving  box,  which  happened  to 
contain  a  looking-glass.  When  taking  out  the  dif- 
ferent articles,  I  observed  him  slyly  looking  towards 
the  parcel,  to  discover  what  was  coming  next.  During 
the  whole  proceeding,  he  sat  motionless,  but  when  he 
saw  no  more  presents  were  coming,  he  condescended 
to  open  his  mouth,  and  said,  ^^  You  would  have  been 
perfectly  safe,  though  you  had  not  had  Adam  Kok 
and  his  friends  with  you,  or  though  I  had  received  no 
presents.  So  soon  as  I  was  informed  by  Munaneets 
of  your  arrival,  I  came  to  you."  He  then  desired 
A  Kok  to  consider  himself  as  much  at  home  in  Lat- 
takoo  as  at  Klaar  Water.  On  which  A.  Kok  thanked 
him,  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Read 
had  both  presents  of  tobacco  for  him.  He  said — 
^'  Do  not  give  me  the  tobacco  just  now,  or  these 
people,  (pointing  to  those  without  the  waggons)  will 
ask  it  all  away  from  me." 

With  the  advice  of  my  two  friends^  I  proceeded  to 
tell  him,  that  I  came  from  the  same  counury,  from 
whence  tiie  missionaries  had  been  sent  to  instruct 
the  nations  in  Africa.  That  I  came  over  the  great 
water,  in  a  wooden  house,  whidi  the  wind  took  four 
moons  in  blowing  to  their  country,  to  see  how  the 
missionaries  were  acting  to  the  African  people.  That 
whea  I  came  to  Klaar  Water,  I  heard  bis  peo[^ 
would  be  glad  to  have  teachers  as  well  as  other 
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nations,  .wherelcare  I  bad  undertalien  a  journey  to 
hb  country  to  ask  bis  permission  to  send  tbem,  and 
bis  protection  for  tbem  wben  witb  bim.  He  objected 
to  tbeir  coming,  by  saying  bis  people  bad  no  time  to 
attend  to  tbeir  instructions,  because  tbey  bad  to  attend 
to  tbeir  cattle,  to  sowing,  reafnug,  and  many  other 
things;  ^^  besides,"  said  he,  ^'  the  things  which  these 
peofde  teach  are  contmry  to  all  our  customs,  which 
the  people  will  not  give  up.  It  would  not  do  for  tbmi 
to  live  at  Lattakoo,  but  should  tbey  be  willing  to  live 
at  a  distance,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  send 
scttne  of  the  chiklren  to  tbem  to  learn  the  Dutch 
knguaga" 

I  stated  to  him  that  the  teadiers  we  should  send, 
would  convey  information  of  the  true  God  wlu>  made 
the  heavens,  the  earth,  and  all  creatures  and  things  in 
tbem — of  bblovfeto  the  world — of  the  laws  he  has  given 
respecting  good  and  evil,  and  pcnntii^  to  a  biUe  which 
lay  on  the  table,  I  assured  him  that  tbat  book  con- 
tained every  thing  mbsionaries  bad  to  make  known  to 
him  and  his  people,  and  that  wben  missionaries  should 
learn  Ins  langpag^  they  would  change  all  its  contents 
into  bis  language.  He  aeemed,  by  a  signi6cant  shake 
of  bis  bead,  to  intimate  that  be  coo3idered  what,  I  said, 
an  impossibility*  To  coavince  him  that  things  could 
be  written  in  his  language,  we  read  to  bim  tb6  names 
of  bis  predecessqiB  and  all  bis  iuntly.  For  the  first 
time  he  smiled,  on  hearing  tbeir  names  read  over,  and 
seemed  full  of  astonishment  jand  pleasure*  We  then 
assured  bim,  tbat  instruction  woald  not  ioterfene  with 
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industiy^  that  the  inbabitMits  of  my  country  were 
industrioaSy  as  he  might  be  convinced  of,  by  our 
clothes,  waggons,  and  so  forth,  which  ihey  made— 
that  his  people  would  not  be  compelled  to  receiv6 
instruction,  for  only  those  who  were  willing  would  be 
instructed,  and  they  would  not  interfere  with  his  go- 
vernment After  answering  some  other  objections, 
Uie  king  said,  ^  Send  ivstructoes,  and  I  wile 

BE   A    FATHER  TO   THEM." 

Adam  Kok,  on  a  late  journey  to  the  Cape,  having 
with  some  of  his  people  been  exceedingly  maltreated 
by  boors  and  others  near  Tulbach,  the  report  of  it 
had  circulated  as  far  as  Mateebe,  who  inquired  re- 
specting what  he  had  suffered  among  the  white  people. 
He  also  enquired  respecting  two  boys  belonging  t6 
his  people,  who  were  kept  in  captivity  by  the  white 
people.  He  was  informed  that  I  would  enquire  about 
them^  when  I  returned  to  the  colony.*  The  king  then 
rose  up,  shook  bands  with  each  of  us,  and  went 
away. 

We  could  not  avoid  wishing  that  our  Ei^lish 
trksads  conld  have  witnessed  this  scene,  and  it  certainly 
was  remarkable  that  it  happened  on  the  evening  of 
die  first  Monday  in  the  month,  when  christians  in 
most  quarters  of  the  world  were  met  to  pray  for  the 


*  The  Laoddrost  of  Tulbach  engaged  afttrwards  to  make  en- 
quiry retpectiog  these  boys. 
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extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  throughout  the  earth. 
The  time  of  meeting  was  not  selected  by  us,  but  bj 
a  heathen  king,  who  knew  nothing  of  what  christians 
were  about  We  had  our  prayer  and  thanksgiTiog 
meeting  in  the  square  after  the  business  was  over. 

6th.  After  breakfast  I  walked  over  to  the  kingshouse, 
and  made  a  present  of  a  pair  of  earrings  to  each  of 
the  queens.  Mateebe  now  embrficed  the  opportunity 
to  ask  what  seemed  to  have  all  along  been  in  his 
heart,  viz.  for  a  gun.  I  assured  him  I  had  not  one 
gun.  He  said  he  had  seen  us  have  plenty.  I  tdd 
him  the  guns  he  had  seen  were  not  mine,  but  every 
gun  belonged  to  the  person  who  had  it,  and  that 
I  had  put  myself  under  their  protection — that  we 
bad  a  long  journey  of  several  moons  yet  before  m, 
intending  to  cross  over  to  the  Namacqua  country,  and 
that  as  a  great  part  of  the  journey  was  to  be  among 
wild  Bushmen,  he  would  certainly  think  we  had  not 
more  than  was  necessary.  Then,  said  he,  Adam  Kok 
must  give  his  gun  for  mine,  which  is  a  bad  one. 

The  royal  family  were  at  dinner,  in  the  comer  of 
their  yard,  outside  the  house.  The  king's  chstinction 
seemed  to  consist  in  his  sitting  next  the  pot  that 
contained  the  boiled  beans,  on  which  they  were  dining, 
and  having  the  only  spoon  we  saw,  with  which  he 
helped  himself  and  his  friends,  by  putting  a  portion 
into  each  hand  as  it  was  held  out  to  him.  One  of 
the  princesses  was  employed  in  cutting,  with  an  axe, 
a  dried  paunch,  into  small  pieces,  and  putting  them 
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JBto  a  pot  to  be  boiled;  either  to  compleat  that  repast^ 
or  to  serve  for  another  soon  after.  One  of  Mateebe's 
sisters  was  cutting  up  a  filthy  looking  piece  of  flei^^ 
and  putting  it  into  the  same  pot  ,  Certainly  an 
En^ishman  would  be  dying  for  want  of  food,  before 
he  accepted  an  invitation  to  dine  with  the  king  of 
Lattakoo;  otherwise  the  sight  of  his  dinner  would 
afford  more  pain  than  pleasure.  These  people  are 
iar  fit)m  possessing  nice  stomachs,  for  they  can  eat, 
with  relish,  the  flesh  of  elephants^  lions,  tygers,  camels 
leopards,  quachas,  Sec  Yesterday  I  observed  one  of 
them  kill  a  goat  by  thrusting  into  its  belly  a  long  awl, 
which  appeared  a  cruel  operation,  but  it  is  their 
method. 

At  noon  we  had  a  public  meeting  in  the  square  by 
desire  of  Mateebe,  with  himself,  and  as  many  of  his 
chief  men  a^  chose  to  attend.  The  king  was  seated 
on  me  of  our  stools ;  I  sat  on  his  rights  Mn  Read  oit 
his  lef^  and  Mr.  Anderson  next  Our  two  intar^ 
preters  sat  on  the  ground  before  us,  and  the  chief 
men  and  the  people  sat  in  half  circles  beyond  them. 
We  began  by  stating  the  truths  which  our  missionaries 
would  teach.  Mateebe  repeated  how  little  leisure  his 
people  had  to  learn.  We  told  him  we  had  daily  observed 
many  men,  women  and  childresi  doing  nothing,  and 
that  a  missionary  would  have  plenty  of  work  to 
teach  such.  He  expressed  surprize,  that  if  all  men 
came  from  one  father  and  mother,  they  so  differed 
trom  one  amther.  .We  observed  that  in  one  fiimily 
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the  dispositions  of  children  often  differed.  He  sm! 
die  missionaries  would  be  safe,  fbr  when  two  of  bin 
people  murdered  John  Kok,  be  brought  them  to  his 
irife  to  shoot  them,  dmt  when  she  would  not,  be  did 
it  We  told  him  Ibat  in  that  ease  he  acted  according 
to  the  directions  in  out  bodt,  which  says,  "  He  that 
sheddeth  mans  blood,  by  man  shall  his  Mood  be 
shed.  He  said,  ^*  Whenever  the  missionaries  have 
got  enough,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  depar^**  having 
DO  idea  diat  they  can  have  any  ottier  view  of  coming 
but  gain.  He  said,  ''  I  believe  there  is  a  God  who 
made  all  tilings,  who  gives  prosperity,  sickness,  and 
death,  but  I  do  not  know  him.''  The  knowledge  he 
has,  undoubtedly  came  from  the  missionary  station  at 
Klaar  Water.  About  a  hundred  persons  were  present^ 
and  the  convenation  lasted  two  hours. 

In  the  afternoon  a  person  stated  as  an  objection  tb 
ndsnonaries  comkig,  ^'  that  when  praying,  they  would 
not  see  the  enemy  coming  upon  them*— ^md  another 
said,  ^  they  never  would  be  able  to  sing.'' 

One  of  our  peqde  overheard  Mateebe  say  to  some 
of  Ins  people,  who  were  sitting  ai  a  fire  in  our  kitchen 
^^^  These  men  bare  been  bom  before  ns-^-they  know 
more  than  us— 'they  make  us  dumb.*" 

MatoebementioBed,  that  when  on  anexpediticm  ahM^ 
with  the  Wanketsens,  Makfcabba  ihek  ehief,  and  hii 
Mrvant  appeared  at  a  dance  dressed  in  the  dotiies  of 
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Dn  Cowaoi  pck)  wd  striped.  He  ml?ised  him  to  treat 
white  people  as  he  <lid|  aad  be  would  g^t  such  thiugi 
also. 

About  the  going  down  of  the  sun  we  heard  an 
uproar  in  front  of  Mateebe's  house ;  the  greatest  scuffle- 
in  the  streets  of  London  deserves  to  be  called  stiUness 
compared  to  it*  We  understood  it  was  only  a  frolic 
They  continued  outside  the  square  till  our  worship  was 
over>  whether  purposely  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  but  then 
tbc^y  sallied  in  and  danoed>  aangi  clapped  hands,  roared^ 
and  played  on  some  instruments  till  about  nine  o'clock^ 
when  they  suddenly  retired.  Mateebe,  Muoaneets>  and 
Mateeiei  the  three  principal  men  in  Lattakoo,  attended 
our  evening  wmship*  The  two  latter  came  to  our 
tent  afterward^  tiie  former  of  these  (Munaneets^)  all 
of  us  were  attached  to.  There  was  something  ap- 
parently mildi  amiable,  sincere,  and  friendly  in  his 
deportment.  He  told  us  he  had  much  grief  at  the 
feturmng  of  the  three  men  he  sent  in  search  of  Mar 
teebe  without  finding  him ;  he  determined  to  trust  no 
oAer,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  he  went  himsel£ 
He  ako  wished  to  prepare  the  mind  of  Mateebe  to 
aeoede  to  our  wishes.  He  promiaad  to  visit  Klaar 
Waler  next  moon,  to  bear  more  of  these  things* 

After  the  arrival  of  Mateebe,  Salakootoo  his  uncl^ 
a  noisy,  impudent  and  forward  man,  hardly  ever  ap- 
peared in  tiie  square;  before,  he  was  constandy  visit- 
ing and  teaaog  us  for  something.  Whether  he  was  in 
disgrace  fcur  his  frequent  robberies  or  no^  I  do  not 

V  p  S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


292  RESIDENCE  AT  LATTAKOO.  [1815. 

know.  We  were  not  troubled  with  people  crouding 
into  our  tent  after  M ateebe's  arrival,  whicb  shews  his 
influence  to  be  powerful. 

News  arrived  this  dkjy  that  Makrakka,  the  chief 
•who  revolted  from  Mateebe,  and  Makkabba,  the 
Wanketzen  Chief,  with  whom  he  formed  an  alliance 
had  had  a  difierence^  and  that  Makkabba  threatens 
an  attack  after  seed  time.  Some  of  his  people,  from 
dread  of  this  attack,  have  left  him  and  taken  refuge 
in  Lattakoo.  The  people  in  the  west  end  of  the  town 
(which  is  the  court  end,)  are  of  opinion,  that  Mak- 
krakka  will  return  and  submit  to  Mateebe. 

When  expressing  doubts  to  Mated)e  of  the  murder 
of  Dr.  Cowan,  he  said  "  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
they  are  murdered,  and  the  waggons  burned — ^that 
when  among  the  Wanketzens,  lie  observed  some  of  the 
barrels  of  the  guns  used  in  smoothing  the  seams  of 
their  skin  cloaks— that  when  on  an  expedition  against 
Makrakka's  people,  he  found  a  Wanketfeen  woman, 
who  told  him  that  they  had  first  taken  the  loose  cattk 
and  sheep  from  Dr.  Cowan,  that  then  a  party  went  to 
inform  Dr.  Cowan  of  what  the  others  had  done,  and 
that  when  they  were  preparing  to  set  off  in  pursuit 
of  the  robbers,  these  men  seized  and  murdered  them. 


Further  accounts  of  the  JVanketzens. 

The  Wanket2ens  are  the  next  tribe  or  nation  north  of 
takoo :  they  are  nnmerouB,  treacherous^  and  crud* 
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ThnMi^  tbem  tbe  Matcbappws  (Mateebe's  people,) 
obUun  their  copper  rings,  which  are  reported  to  be 
made,  not  by  them,  though  tbe  coppor  mountains  are  in 
their  couintry,  but  by  a  nation  to  the  eastward  of  them> 
or  nearer  to  tbe  Indian  ocean.  An  kistance  of  tbe 
treachery  of  the  Wanketzens  happened  lately.  They 
obtained  a  party  of  Matchappees  and  Corannas  to 
assist  them  in  an  expedition  b^ond  them.  On  their 
arrival  they  marched  together  to  attack  the  enemy. 
On  the  field  of  battle,  before  it  commenced,  the 
Wanketzens  left  the  Matchappees  and  Corannas  to 
fight  it  by  themselves,  when  about  eighty  of  them 
were  killed.  They  considered  this  transaction  as  a 
snare  laid  for  them. 

It  was  widle  on  this  expedition  that  diey  learned 
the  fisite  of  poor  Cowan  and  his  company.  Th^  said 
that  these  people  watched  an  opportunity  when  he 
and  his  peof^  mi^t  be  separated,  which  soon  oc- 
ourred,  when  Dr.  C.  and  Lieutenant  Donovan  were 
bathing  in  a  pool  at  a  little  distance  fi*om  their  wag*- 
gons,  and  the  cattle  and  sheep  were  feeding  in  another 
directiai,  guarded  by  part  of  the  peqple.  Those  who 
guarded  tbe  cattle  were  first  attacked  and  overcome, 
then  the  people  at  the  wagons,  and  last  <^  all  the 
Doctor  and  his  companion.  Only  one  escaped,  a  man 
belonging  to  Klaar  Water,  who  fled  to  Makrakka, 
by  whom  he  also  was  murdered.  Thus  not  one  was 
left  to  carry  back  tidings  of  the  catastrc^he,  which 
took  place  near  the  city  of  Melita,  under  the  direction 
<rf  Makkabba,  who  has  absolute  powar  over  his  people ; 
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his  or6pT6y  however  haqffdoos  the  servioe^  mwt  be 
t>beyed.  An  instance  in  prooi  of  this  was  atated  to  usi 
John  Bloom,  adespenulo,  had  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  plundering  party:  when  he  and  his  party  wera  io 
the  country  of  the  Wafdeetzaos^  their  chief  ordered 
f^oe  of  bis  people  to  go  and  murder  John.  Tlie  man 
went  and  murdered  another  person  instead  of  John 
Bloom,  and  then  fled»  but  being  pwMjed,  he  was  over* 
taken  and  put  to  death. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  journey  of  John 
HendriCy  a  Griquaa^  to  the  JVanketzens,  as  he 
related  it  at  Lattakoo. 

His  object  was  to  shoot,  aud  to  barter  for  <^itde. 
He  came  first  to  Lattakoo,  firom  whence  he  travelled 
eastward  to  a  peopte  called  by  the  Matdiappee%  Red 
Caffies,  but  whose  real  name  is  Tamaicka,  They  ap*> 
peared  to  be  a  mongrel  race,  between  the  Matchappees 
and  Bushmen,  and  they  paint  themselves  red.  Their 
houses  are  round  and  made  of  reeds,  liiie  those  of  the 
Corannas,  but  better  constructed;  and  kq>t  cleaner. 
They  are  not  so  tall  as  the  peq^le  at  Lattakoo;  they 
Iwre  catde,  dieep,  and  goats,  and  live  tog^faer  in 
towns,  but  not  so  laige  as  those  of  the  Matchi^pees. 
They  sow  ccmi,  pumpkins^  &e.  The  first  of  thdr 
villages  lies  four  days'  joumi^  from  Lattakoo^  and  the 
chiefs  name  is  Reebe. 

From  thence  he  went  to  the  etty  of  Mooaso^  a 
chief  of  the  Moroloi^  who  is  cousin  to  Makrakka 
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mad  LewooMu  They  am  chikben  of  Hifee  toothers^ 
who  €Mld  xkA  agree  who  sboidd  be  chief;  wheitford 
^bey  separated  and  became  independent  Moosso 
and  Lttooma  Ihre  in  one  towa^  i^ch  is  much  larger 
thaa  Lattakoo,  perhaps  ooiUaanii^  ten  or  twehre  ihoiH 
sand  iobabitants.  It  lies  six  daiys'  journey,  N.E.  fttmi 
Rteba  Their  mannem  and  custools  Are  neariy  th# 
sanae  as  Ihe  Matcbappees  at  Lattakoa 

Leaving  Moosso,  be  travelled  north  to  the  Wan- 
ketzens,  and  in  three  days  reached  the  town  of  Melita, 
which  is  under  the  government  of  Makkabba.  His 
father  and  grandfather  were  both  of  the  name  of 
Wanketz,  in  consequence  of  which  their  people  were 
called  Wanketzens.  Melita  is  smaller  than  Moosso : 
the  lai^age,  maimers,  and  customs^  are  nearly  the 
same  as  the  other  Bootchuana  naticms,  oidy  they  have 
large  store-houses  for  containing  provisions,  and  lai^ge 
earthen  vessels  for  holding  their  com.  They  cultivate 
mote  ground,  and  have  greater  abundance  of  com, 
beans,  peas,  and  water  melons,  than  any  of  tiidr 
neighbours.  Th^  do  not  paint  themselves  so  much 
as  Mateebe's  people-^are  cleanly  in  their  houses^  in 
cookii^  and  eating.  The  air  is  mcNre  damp  than 
towards  the  Great  River.  The  grass  is  more  sour, 
with  a  flat  leaf,  resembling  what  grows  near  the  sea 
coast  In  some  parts  the  woods  are  extensive.  The 
thom,  a  tree  known  at  the  Cape  by  the  name  of 
white-tree,  and  another  called  there  the  waggon-tree, 
abound  in  the  country  of  the  Wanketzens.      The 
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Chief  cserdaes  more  authority  than  any  other  of  die 
Bootchuaoas,  and  his  commands  are  imjdicidy  obeyed. 

John  Hendric  returned  in  a  west^y  direction  by 
the  town  of  Makrakka  ind  the  riter  Moloppoy  fipom 
whence  he  reached  Klaar  Water,  where  he  soon 
after  learned  that  Makkabba  had  a  design  to  murder 
him  and  his  companions^  and  would  accomplish  it  if 
he  ever  returned. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.   XX. 


THU  FOLLOWmO  is  AN  ACCOUNT  OP  COWNTRIE* 
BEYOND  LATTAKOO,  RfiCEIVBD  FROU  MATEKBE  AND 
OTHERS. 

X  HE  firsi  oatioQ  t6  the  N.E.  is  a  people  called 
Mi^cqiMUMiy  whose  chiefs  nadoe  is  Seechaama.  Their 
(Qity  is  three  times  the  site  of  Lattakoo :  their  man'^ 
oers  and  custooiB  are  in  ei^  respect  the  same :  they 
are  exceediikgliy  rich  in  cattle.  The  Wanketaens  are 
continually  at  war  with  tfaem  for  die  sake  of  plunder. 

Beyond  the  Makquanas^  are  die  Mugalatcmas,  from 
whom  the  ibrroer  and  other  tribes  obtain  articles  of 
dothing,  and  beads  of  £uropean  manufacture.  They 
ride  upon  elephants^  and  use  buffidoes  to  draw  car- 
riages— are  of  brown  complexion,  and  have  long 
haiTi  ' 

Next  to  them^  E.S.E.  of  die  Wanketaens,  are  die 
^faklootuas^  after  whom  come  the  Moonshuyanes ; 
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then  the  Mookoobes;  then  the  Makoanees;  then  the 
Bakquanes ;  beyond  them  the  Boramateezas;  then  the 
L^oeeyas;  then  the  Bochakapeeles;  then  the Bamoots- 
laatzas;  then  the  Borapootzaans ;  then  the  Bakotes; 
then  the  M apantues. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  YeDow  River  are  the 
Moleezanyanas,  and  beyond  them  in  a  N.E.  direction 
toward  Ddagoa  Bay,  are  the  Maquapas;  and  beyond 
them,  in  the  same  direction,  the  Matzslakoo.  A  nation 
of  Cannibals  are  reported  by  the  Matchappees  to  live 
beyond  them.  The  same  also  is  reported  by  Hotten- 
tots and  Bushmen. 

A  nation  east  from  the  Wanketzens  are  called  the 
Marootzees,  whose  chiefs  name  is  Seebechoone,  and 
they  are  similar  in  manners  to  them.  They  sow  com 
and  tobacco,  and  abound  in  catde.  Their  city  is  larger 
than  Lattakoo,  and  their  cattle  kraal,  (or  indosure  for 
security  catde  in  the  night  time,)  is  so  large  that  they 
frequently  graze  in  it  It  is  said  to  be  cold,  perhaps 
on  account  of  standing  in  an  elevated  situation.  The 
grass  is  peculiarly  short  and  sweet  The  country 
abounds  in  wood,  pardcuhriy  in  one  sort  called 
Mangyena,  (of  which  they  make  large  bowls^)  which 
g^rows  ti^  and  thick.  They  have  another  tree,  called 
^Magguana,  and  a  black  wood  called  Mola,  which  is 
very  beautiful.  From  that  nation  the  Matchappees 
obtain  copper  rings  which  they  manu&cture,  and  iron 
for  making  theur  assagays.  The  Marootzees  get  their 
copper  from  the  mountains*    The  ore  is  said  to  re- 
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semble  the  earth  whea  di;^  from  the  mountain,  after 
which  they  smelt  it,  and  manufacture  it  into  various 
articles.  The  iron  is  dug  out  in  stones,  and  undergoes 
the  same  operation,  Tiiose  who  work  in  the  mines  are 
said  seldom  to  come  out  of  them,  which  appears  as  if 
they  were  condemned  to  that  employment  Near  the 
Marootzee  is  a  river  which  runs  to  the  eastward,  either 
into  the  Great  River  near  its  source,  or  into  some  other 
river  which  loses  itsdf  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  The  river 
Moloppo  rises  in  the  country  of  the  Wanketzens,  and 
runs  into  the  Krooman.  The  Marootzees  are  two 
days' journey  from  the  Wanketsoens;  and  these  are  five 
days'  Journey  from  Lattakoo. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  journey  of 
Mooteere^  who  is  generally  employed  by  Mateebe 
as  ambassador  to  other  chiefs^  related  by 
himself. 

He  went  with  a  party  on  a  plundering  expedition 
some  time  ago.  He  travelled  first  to  the  north  by  Honey 
Valley,  and  afterwards  west  They  travdled  over  exten- 
sive deserts,  destitute  of  water,  but  wild  water  melons 
were  a  substitute  for  food  and  drink :  these  they  found  in 
abundance  strewed  over  the  desert.  After  a  journey  of 
five  months,  they  reached  a  nation  called  Mampoor, 
who  reside  on  a  great  water,  across  which  they  could 
observe  no  land,  and  on  which  tiiey  observed  the  sun  to 
set     They  saw  the  people  go  on  the  water  in  bowls, 

(by  which  they  no  doubt  meant  boats,)  and  had  pieces 
a  q  S 
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of  timber  which  they  put  into  the  water^  and  pushed 
tbemselvas  forward.  He  remarked  that  they  were  a 
peaceable  and  unmispecdng  peo{de-*^that  he  murdered 
a  great  many  of  them,  and  took  away  their  cattle,  with 
which  tliey  returned  in  five  moons  to  Latiakoo.  Those 
whom  they  did  not  kill  Aed,  and  left  them  lo  carry  off 
their  cattle  without  molestadon.  Since  Mootere'g  r&- 
tum,  Sakkootoo,  the  kite's  uncle,  has  made  ee?eml 
successful  expeditions  against  the  same  people. 


ThefolUming  is  an  accQunt  ^  pldCH  known  to  the 
Griquaasy  who  were  with  us  at  Lattakoo. 

WEST    FROM    LATTAKOO. 

Patanee  is  distant  three  days'  journey.    The  chiefs 

name  is  Leyeisy,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  about 

fifteen  hundred.      They  sow  com,  pumpkins,  beans, 

fcc«    Their  houses  aqd  manners  are  the  same  as  at 

Lattakoo.     Leyeisy,  during  the  hunting  months,  via. 

from  May  to  September,  resides  at  Kuissee,  six  days' 

journey  N.W.  of  Lattakoo.    This  people  were  more 

dependant  on  the  ft>rmer  king  of  Lattakoo  than  they 

are  on  the  present.    Their  connexion  at  present  con^ 

sists  in  their  not  engaging  in  any  wani  or  expeditions 

without  Mateebe's  consent;  and  it  is  probable  their 

ving  missionaries  must  depend  on  the  will  of 

eebe.     In  all  other  respects  they  appear  per* 

^  independent 
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NORTH    OF    LATTA|^QO« 

Chue^  which  means  the  Honey  Valley,  lies  between 
three  and  four  days'  jourtiey  from  Lattakoo.  The 
mfaabitants .  are  calkd  Maakaraharee^ '  or  Poor  Boo- 
tdiuaoas,  because  they  neither  have,  nor,  in  their  pre^* 
aent  aitoMion,  can  have  oatlla  or  sheep.  Th^  chiefs 
name  is  Lecvekue;  yet  they  acknowledge  themselves 
dependant  on  the  neighbouring  cfaiets  and  rich  persons 
around.  Their  sdns,  fer^ample^  acknowledge  them-* 
selves  to  be,  to  a  certain  degree,  in  subjection  to  the 
son  of  him  whom  their  father  served^  They  bunt  with 
the  dogs  belonging  to  these  rich  men  \  the  skins  also 
of  the  animals  they  kill  they  bring  to  thesit  men;  the 
rest  is  thdr  own.  Should  they  kiU  an  elephant,  the 
teeth  must  be  brought  to  these  superiors.  They  not 
only  use  the  assagay  in  hunting,  but  also,  like  the 
Bushmen,  dig  deep  boles  in  the  ground  to  take  the 
aoimakf.  When  called  out  to  assist  in  }dundering 
expeditions  i^giiinst  their  neighbours^  h&  they  acquive 
must  be  given  lo  their  superiors;  and  they  depend 
upon  their  generosity  for  any  shares  They  am  not 
permitted  to  wear  cloaks  of  jsf  ksls'  skins^  or  any  ^res3 
which  indicates  raok  or  fortune :  they  only  wear  such 
skins  as  are  not  worn  by  the  rich«  Though  tiumerous^ 
tlffiy  live  in  a  acatlered  maniKT,  only  an  inconsideraUe 
aumber  live. with  the  ohie£  As  a  reward .&r  their  la-» 
hours,  they  receive  from  the  rich  fiuooilies  to  whom  they 
are  in  subjection,  assagays  and  tobacco.  They  are 
under  the  protiection  of  Maleebe  and  Leyeise  in  case 
they  are  attaekcd^  who  disooumenanoe  any  intercouraq 
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between  them  and  the  people  nearer  the  colony,  who 
bring  articles  of  trade. 

NORTH-EAST    FROM    LATTAKOO. 

The  town  of  Setaabee  lies  on  a  river  of  the  same 
name,  which  in  the  rainy  season  is  a  branch  of  the 
Meloppo,  which  is  a  day's  journey,  to  the  eastward  of 
Setaabee.  Setaabee  lies  seven  days'  journey  firom 
Lattakoo.  Five  years  ago  this  was  the  residence  of 
Makrakka,  from  whence  he  was  driven  by  Malia- 
yabang,  Mateebe's  father.  This  was  occasioned  by 
Makrakka's  people  steaUng  cattle  from  the  sul^ects 
of  Mallayabang.  Part  of  his  subjects  revolted  and 
joined  Mallayabang;  and  the  rest,  to  the  number  of 
dbout  two  thousand,  went  with  him  to  live  in  the  vid- 
ni^  of  the  Wanketzens. 

The  river  Meloppo,  which  comes  from  the  east- 
ward, has  a  broad  and  strong  current  till  it  reaches 
Setaabee,  when  running  among  many  large  and  deep 
holes,  and  over  flat  marshy  ground,  it  is  so  weakened 
before  it  joins  the  Krooman  river  at  Kuissee,  that  it  is 
completely  dry  except  in  the  rainy  season.  All  the 
rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Meloppo,  as  wdl  as  those 
between  die  Krooman  and  Lattakoo,  in  the  ramy  sea- 
son empty  themselves  into  the  Krooman,  which  then 
^  to  the  Great  River;  but  in  all  other  seasons 
rop  reaches  that  river. 

tie  west  of  Kuissee  the  country  is  inhabited  by 
ootcbuanas  and  Bushmen,  across  Africa^  to 
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the  Namacqua  and  Damam  countries.  It  is  reported 
that  beyond  Teunee  to  tbe  N.W.  there  is  li^  people 
called  Ghou  Damara,  who  are  numerous  and  have 
cattle^  and  also  houses  resemUing  ihose  of  the 
Corannas. 

Some  years  ago  a  party  of  Bastard  Hottentots, 
with  waggons  and  cattle,  were  hunting  among  the 
Bootchuanas.  At  a  town  where  they  were,  die  chief 
made  them  a  present  of  two  oxen  to  kill,  one  tame, 
tlie  other  wild.  The  last  ran  off,  and  the  greater 
part  of  tbe  Hottentots  ran  in  pursuit  of  it  While  thus 
scattered  and  entirely  off  their  guard,  the  BootcboaOas 
fell  upon.tliem  and  murdered  the  whole  party« 

Two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Grika  some  years  ago 
fled  from  the  colony, .  in  consequence  of  having  com- 
mitted forgery ;  the  one  was  trodden  to  death  by  an 
elephant  he  had  wounded,  tbe  other  accompanied  Dr. 
Cowan,  and  was  murdered  along  with  him. 

A  party  of  Bootchuanas,  when  hunting  wild  horses, 
came  to  a  pool  firequ^ited  by  these  animals  in  the 
night  time  for  drink.  They  lay  down  near  it  to  wait 
their  arrival.  About  midnight  they  heard  the  aj^proach 
of  animals  which  th^  concluded  were  wild  horses,  on 
which  all,  except  one  who  was  asleep,  hastened  to 
attack  them.  By  the  light  of  the  moon  they  dis- 
covered that  instead  of  wild  horses  it  was  a  herd  of 
young  elephants,  which  are  most  dangerous  to  ap- 
proach.   On  this  discoveiy  every  one  fled  firofai  them 
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hs  ftflt  AS  possible.  When  tfasy  tHuraed  to  the  pool  in 
the  iiioriuQg,  they  found  their  oompaoion^  whom  they 
htd  le6.asleepi  trodden  to  dotth  by  the  el^antS)  and 
Ua  body  m  flut  as  a  bourd.  Upon  another  occadon^ 
when  a  party  were  hunting  elephants  and  had  wounded 
several,  one  turned  upon  them,  caught  hold  of  a  man 
with  his  trunk,  and  threw  hicn  on  d»  ground  between 
his  fi^re  kgs  that  he  naight  tread  him  to  death ;  but 
the  mad  happily  jgot  frank  under  hint  aqd  ran  off;  but 
from  the  bruisft  he  received  from  the  iuumal's  truok^ 
and  the  fright,  his  life  wk  fer  some  time  despatead  o£ 
The  Bootchuanas  obeervp  such  indicatioiis  of  wisdooi 
in  the  etephants,  that  th^  do  not  consider  them  as 
beasts,  hot  a  spedes  of  very  luperior  animals. 


BOOTCHUANA  WORDS. 

Macook06 

>y^ 

Loonowho' 

Jbot 

Mooflach 

hair 

Moomo 

teg 

Inco 

nose 

Lemolle 

k»ee 

Moolon 

mouth 

Lechabcboo, 

}^ 

M«itio 

ttdh 

•koSirttee 

Cifebbfey 

ear 

M06 

earth 

iMhmt^ 

t&tigiie 

Sbekooti6a 

abtto 

MfloaiMfa 

Jmger 

Ktrntok 

tloak 

UimUa 

mM 

LekaUo 

riig 

SeaUf. 

hMd 

MMifUe 

0rfs 

I^chocbo 

arm 

HaiUii      ' 

hearfos^ 

fibikb 

chin  : 

Ha^cbo^  abo 

\father 

Leehiilee  " 

shoulder 

Haare 

J^h9inm9i 

cheek 

Mscho 

mother 
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Kanseriage 

Quanage 

Munaaoo 

Menaate 

Mutcfaucoo 

SetuiaU 

Tchona 

Keeoo 

Obella 

Huremo 

Linayahaat- 

choch 
Mash 
Seho 
Mahove 
Mootzoo 


mter 

child 

brother 

delicious 

tobacco 

mt^box 

our 

that 

in 

heaven 


]% 


name 


milk 

a  calabash 

pottage 

water 


T  •      ,    ,         Cwhatigyour 
t     name 

Ae  yes 

Weima  patta-  lyoti  report 
leeU  }     of  me 

Cthe  salula- 

Mateebe  O  iss<     tion     to 
V.    the  king 

Lere  quama        give  me 

Nya  no 

Poola  rain 

Marco  cloudt 

Peehoo   ha-     ") 

.  yrainu  wind 

poda  3 

Peoua  mocoDjr    ea^  wind. 


Peooa 


amora. 


C  south   east 


X     wifid. 
Which  is  sometimes   called 
Buskmens  wind^   because    they 
live  in  that  direction. 

Bossikoo  dark 

Kuyltt  moon 

Linaree  stars 

Kamma  "^  before  sun 

kookoo  3     ^^ 

Satzee  oprima  sunset 

Mootzeekoore  day 

Moobella  one 

Hoobeede  two 

Hoorugh  three 

Hoone  Jbur 

Hoocbanoo  five 

Marrootar  six 

Quashoopa  seven 

Quareba  eight 

Quahera  nine 

Sboome  ten 

Hootcha  eleven 

Hoobedee  twelve 

Hoovaroo  thirteen 

Hoonai  fourteen 

Hootannoo  j^een 

Hoorataroo  sixteen 

Quashoopoo  seventeen 

Mebelee  eighteen 

Moongahail  nineteen 

Sboofne  sboooie  twenty. 
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DEPABXUftE  FROM  LATTAKCXX 

J.  HE  children  in  general  are  cheerful  and  playful, 
but  their  diversions  do  not  appear  to  be  numerous. 
The  only  ones  I  observed  were — beating  each  other 
with  wands,  and  defending  themselves  with  tbeit*  litde 
skin  cloaks,  using  them  as  shields — beating  sand  with 
sticks  towards  each  other — shooting  with  bows  and 
arrows — two  parties  throwing  small  pieces  of  turf  at 
each  other — and  throwing  pieces  of  wood  in  imitation 
of  assaggys  or  darts. 

7th.  We  b^gan  early  in  the  morning  to  prepare  for 
leaving  Lattakoo.  Mateebe  made  a  present  of  an  ox 
to  Mr.  Read,  and  another  to  myself,  which  he  said  was 
the  custom  of  his  &ther  Mallayabang,  when  visited  by 
strangers.  We  stated  that  we  had  heard  be  and  hb 
people  intended  to  remove  to  the  Krooman  river,  three 
days  journey  nearer  to  Klaar  Wat^,  and  We  shddd 
like  to  know  whether  it  was  his  design  so  to  da    He 
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aaid  tbfey  would  (xily  remove,  for  the  present,  t6  Latta^ 
Ieoo  river,  which  is  over  the  hill  about  two  miles  sooth 
of  where  the  city  now  stands,  and  there  they  would 
remain  until  the  missionaries  came,  and  would  consult 
with  them  about  their  greater  removal.  He  then 
asked  for  a  neckdoth ;.  we  presented  him  with  two — 
one  he  put  round  his  neck^  and  die  other  over  his  head 
as  a  ni^t  cap^  which  oompleady  distinguished  him 
from  all  his  subjects — but  they  were  soon  nearly  red 
with  the  paint  with  which  his  body  was  covered 

As  Mr.  Anderson  had  invited  the  poor  woman  and 
her  two  starving  children  to  Klaar  Water,  because  no 
creature  at  Lattakoo  would  assist  her,  we  asked  Ma- 
teebe'a  permission.  **  O  yes,**  said  he,  ^^  you  may 
take  them.'' 

I  wished  to  find  my  young  friend  Sdioiya,  and  on 
odUng  out  her  name,  it  was  repeated  by  the  chikbren 
as  loud  as  they  codd  bawl,  which  soon  brou^  her, 
when  I  presented  her  with  about  a  yard  of  gilt  chain, 
with  yfbidi  she  ran  off  to  shew  it  to  her  parents. 

As  they  had  neither  fowls,  nor  ducks,  nor  geese^ 
the  introduction  of  these  would  gready  assist  them — 
as  also  ofpotatoes,  onions,  cabbages,  beans.  Oak  trees, 
which  grow  well  in  the  colony,  might  also  be  (danted,  and 
affixd  a  pleasing  shelter  from  the  sun's  rays  in  summer. 

Our  wi^gODs  moved  to  the  outside  of  the  square  as 
our  oxen  were  yoked  to  them,  amidst  the  idKNits  of 
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fadodredd  of  spectators*  Id  conversation  Mateebe 
observed,  that  some  of  bk  peofde  died  by  the  hand  of 
God^  and  others  by  witchcraft. 

About  a  montli  ago,  Makkabba  sent  another  chief, 
who  is  residing  with  hiin  at  present^  on  an  expedition 
against  a  neighbouring  chief,  in  wbidi  he  killed  that 
chief,  and  carried  away  ail  the  cattk,  which  must  have 
reduced  that  peq>le  to  a  most  miserable  condition,  for 
the  dependence  of  all  in  this  part  of  Africa  is  chiefly 
on  their  cattle.  It  is  very  probable  that  Makkabba's 
success  on  this  occasion  arose  from  his  having  Dr. 
Cowan's  guns,  powder,  and  shot 

The  desire  for  knowing  the  interior  of  Africa  is  very 
strong  in  Europe,  and  probably  it  can  only  be  gratified 
by  missionaries  gradually  penetrating  into  the  country. 
Mi^onary  stations  are  surrounded  by  moral  atmos- 
pheres, or  have  a  moral  and  civilizii^  iofluenoe  to  a  con- 
sideraUe  distance  around,  beyond  which  it  is  extremely 
hazardous  for  white  men  to  go.  But  when  a  missionary 
settlement  has  existed  some  time  at  Lattakoo,  another 
may  easily  be  introduced  among  the  Wanketzens  and 
others,  who  on  thdr  visits  to  LiUtakoo  will  become 
acquainted  with  the  missicxiaries, — will  witness  the 
advantage  derived  from  their  residence  among  that 
people — will  hear  various  things  which  the  missKMiaries 
leach,  and  on  their  return  to  their  own  lands  will  report 
what  their  eyes  have  seen,  and  their  ears  heard.  This 
intelligence  will  probably  produce  a  desire  that  mis- 
sionaries may  visit  them  also,  and  thus  invitatioDS  will 
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be  sent  to  Lattakoo,  requestii^  that  white  men  may 
be  sent  to  instruct  them  also. 

The  wagons  being  nearly  all  ready,  I  mounted  to 
my  seat.  Mateebe  came  and  leaned  with  his  head  on 
the  side  of  the  waggon  where  I  sat  for  several  minutes^ 
till  a  person  pointed  out  his  dang^  from  the  wheels 
should  the  oxen  move. 

Mateebe,  who  seemed  at  first  to  have  a  forbidding 
aspect,  every  hour  grew  in  our  estimation,  and  I  felt 
much  at  parting  from  him.  Not  one  article  had  been 
stolen  or  taken  forcibly  from  any  of  us,  except  two 
buttons,  for  which  the  culprit  was  driven  out  of  the 
puUic  square. 

To  teach  these  Matchappees  to  sit  on  chairs  instead 
of  the  ground,  or  to  sleep  on  beds  instead  of  skins,  or 
to  eat  with  knives  and  forks  at  a  taUe  instead  of  their 
fiogers,  would  be  no  easy  task,  but  they  consider  such 
drilling  as  this  to  be  the  chk£  object  of  missionaries 
coming  among  them,  not  being  able  to  conceive  the 
wonderful  importance  of  receiving  the  knowledge  (^ 
revealed  truth,  as  coimected  either  with  their  (HPesent. 
or  everiasting  interests. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

JOURNEY  BEYOND  THE  GREAT  RIVER. 


FROM  LATTAKOO  TO  MALAPEETZEE. 

July  7th,  1815. 

Xl^XACTLY  at  noon  our  waggoo8  began  to  move 
from  Lattakoo,  surrounded  by  a  gazing  nuiltitiide. 
Our  journey  was  now  to  be  directed  eastward,  to  a 
part  of  Africa  hitherto  unexplored  by  any  European 
^veller;  but  haying  heard  that  a  oonsiderable  number 
pf  people  inhabited  tb?ae  parts,  who  would  be  acoes- 
^ble  by  missionaries,  we  deemed  it  desiraUe  to  pay 
tbjsm  a  visit,  in  hope  of  being  able  hereafter  to  send 
missionaries  among  them. 

While  moving  from  Lattakooi,  I  oould  not  but  con- 
tinue looking  back  towards  it,  so  long  as  it  remained 
visible,  as  an  interesting  place — a  city  which  may  yet 
become  a  Jerusalem  to  Africa.    Paul  bad  talents, 
before  his  conversion,  suited  to  the  work  he  had  to 
srform  after  it    In  pobt  of  natural  abilities,  they  ap- 
sared  to  me  superior  to  any  of  the  African  nations  we 
id  seen.    They  are  a  sprigbtly  and  ingenious  people. 
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At  two,  P.M.  we  halted  at  a  brook  called  Kookoo, 
(or  Sunrise^)  perbaps  because  it  lies  east  from  Lat- 
takdo,  where  we  filled  oor  water  vessels.  At  three, 
P.M.  we  baited  for  a  while  at  a  small  shepherd's 
place,  called  Mallamatchoo^  ni^cb  lies  near  anotber 
brook  of  water.  Around  bodi  places  mai^  cattle  ware 
feeding  among  high  grass.  At  four,  P.M.  we  passed 
another  sbephecd's  place  calted  Kakania.  At  six  Ih 
the  evening  we  halted  at  the  side  of  a  wood,  wbere 
there  was  no  water.  The  water  was  two  miles  further, 
but  we  pin^ibsely  halted  bete,  lest  our  fires  should 
fir^ten  away  the  buffiddes,  which  we  toped  to  shoot 
in  the  momiiig  on  fhfeir  way  to  diat  wbter. 

We  trawlled  all  day  over  ground  which  had  a 
gentle  ascent,  with  a  hilly  country  to  the  north  and 
sduth :  the  ftneit  patt  of  oor  jonmey  lay  to  the  £.  ahd 
tbe  last  to  the  N.£.  The  country  before  us  had  th6 
appearanoe  of  a  corh  fileld,  bounded  by  the  borlatoh. 
Thtaneaiet^  at  noon,  68. 

8th.  In  the  morning  the  ground  was  covered  with 
boar  firost  Just  before  sun-rise  we  killed  a  bufialo 
Add  her  calf,  wfaich  gave  great  pleasure  to  die  e\6Vt^ 
Matdiappete  who  dccompib[ued  us  as  guides;  Tfac^^ 
pethidnM  v^ry  eamesdy  for  tbe  breast  of  the  bidf,' 
which  is  tbe  part  allekted  Vcy  the  Bootchuani  thieSb  of 
eveify  beast  that  is  kiUed.  They  seamed  truly  ahiiduii 
to  taste  this^  fbrUddea  part;  of  coarse  they  heal*  tb6' 
image  of  fatter  AifauBi  ^ 
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The  morning  light  discovered  to  us  many  a  veteran 
tree  that  had  withstood  the  storms  of  past  ages,  but 
was  now  crumbling  to  pieces  by  the  hand  of  time. 
At  nine,  A3f .  we  went  forward ;  our  dogs  soon  dis* 
covered  a  little  water  amoc^  reeds,  to  which  some  of 
our.  people  ran,  and  drank  along  with  the  dogs,  who 
would  not  part  with  their  right.  After  proceeding  a 
little  further  we  halted  in  front  of  a  wood,  near  water. 
Thermometer  at  sun-rise  (seven)  34 :  at  noon  60. 

This  was  a  very  busy  forenocm  to  our  Matchappees, 
for  we  abounded  in  bufiUo  flesh,  and  they  employed 
their  time  diligently  in  roasting  and  devouring  it  Thqf: 
seemed  as  if  they  feared  that  such  an  opportunity  for 
feastii^  would  never  occur  agun.  When  sitting  by  the 
fire,  they  were  cooking  with  one  hand  and  feedk^themr 
8elve3  with  the  other:  if  they  left  the  fire  finr  a  little 
time,  they  were  sure  to  carry  a  ku^  bone  in  their 
hand,  piddng  it  as  they  walked,  and  when  it  was 
done  they  returned  for  more.  We  named  this  Alen 
Fountain. 

Our  sheep  having  strayed,  we  could  not  depart  till 
throe,  P*M.  when  our  joum^  continued  among  tall 
grass  and  bushes  until  six,  P.M.  when  we  halted  at  a 
fountain  of  water.  Some  of  our  pec^le  had  killed  a 
buffiJq,  which  lay  at  a  little  distance;  but  having 
heard  lions  and  wolves  at  hand,  it  was  judged  prudent 
to  defer  cutting  it  up  till  the  nxHiiing,  judging  it  better 
tfiat  the  carcase  should  be  exposed  to  (he  ravenous 
lioQ%  than  our  own  people. 
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^.  Having  been  GontiD\ially  ascending  isver  sincd 
we  1^  LattakoQ,  we  vtere  now  on  high  ground,  which 
the  thermometer  seeaied  to  indicate  at  sunrise,  for 
then  it  stood  at  24)  and  the  ice  was  half  an  inch  thicks 
As  the  cattle  had  strayed  among  the  bushes,  we  ooold 
not  depart  till  ten,  A.M.  We  took  into  our  waggons, 
as  yfi^  passed,  the  bufialo  that  was  killed  the  night 
before,  which  neither  lions  nor  wolves  had  discovered. 
It  was  all  cut  to  pieces  before  we  reached  it,  chiefly 
by  the  Matchuppees.  At  eleven,  A.M.  we  passed  a 
pool  of  pyre  water,  which  we  named  Newton  Foun- 
tain, in  roemot^  of  the  late  Valuable  rector  of  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth.  By  the  number  of  buflyo-paths 
leading  to  that  fountain,  it  must  be  frequented  by 
very  many.  We  observed  smoke  ascending  at  a  dis- 
tance to  the  north,  from  tlie  burning  of  withered  grass. 
Tb^  whistling  of  our  Matehappees  so  much  resembled 
the  smging  of  birds,  that  I  was  often  at  a  loss  to  dis* 
tinguish  between  them.    Thermometer  at  noon,  60. 

At  noon  we  saw  numerous  flocks  of  springbucks; 
and  some  of  our  people  fdl  in  with  some  wandering 
Bushmen,  who  appeared  to  menace  them.  Distant 
hills  to  the  eastward  came  in  view,  and  a  plain,  which, 
in  most  directions,  had  no  visible  termination.  This 
we  named  Bogu^  Plain.  At  five,  P.M.  we  arrived 
at  a  Bootchuana  Bushman  village,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  Extreme  wretchedness.  It  is  called 
Marabay,  which  fs  the  name  of  a  plentiful  fountain 
and  stream  of  excellent  water,  at  a  few  hundred  yards 
distance.    At  this  fountain  we  took  up  our  residence 
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for  the  ni^t  The  people  were  greatly  alarmed  at 
our  approach,  not  knowing  what  to  make  of  us,  having 
very  probably  never  seen  waggons  or  while  people 
before.  The  village  was  composed  of  ten  bots^  diaped 
like  an  inverted  tea-cup. 

Here  I  took  down  Ae  names  of  Ae  Matdiappees 
who  accompanied  us  as  guides  to  Malapeetsee. 


1.  Maroamachia, 


3.  Machanoo^ 


3.  Tm, 
4-  Leraa^ 
5.  Tchehwre, 
6*  Inquagce^ 

7.  Carosooe, 

8.  Meoomtwee, 
9*  OmpoorcCy 


10.  Screbaalj 


(Mr,  Village  Assagay,  who  is  cousin 
to  Mateebe,  aud  is  the  person  we 
engaged  for  our  guide,  the  others 
accompanying  him  as  guards  on 
hisretum* 

The  roof  of  the  mouth,  so  named 
because  his  £Btther«  when  catde 
woie  slain,   was  partial  to  that 
part  of  the  animal 
A  lion. 

A  commando,  or  party  for  stealing. 
Mad. 
A  thorn. 
Entrails. 
Black. 

A  female  80  named  because  bora 
on  the  day  when  Mateeie  return- 
ed from  a  ten  months*  expedition 
against  that  and  other  peojde. 
A  child  fcMBaken.   (Ompooree's 


IL  Senchai,  No  home.    <ditto   soa)     Both 
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which  names  are  very  descriptive  of  their  present  cir- 
cumstances,  being  forsaken  by  their  fiither,  and  from 
compassion  we  were  bringing  them  to  Klaar  Water, 
there  to  assist  them  to  obtain  a  living. 

10th.  Thare  was  ice  in  the  morning  on  the  water. 
At  eleven,  A.M.  we  left  Marabay  Fountain,  and  tra- 
velled along  its  banks,  over  flat  rocks  resembling  pave- 
ment, till  it  joined  a  river  coming  fixxn  the  S.W.  by 
which  junction  a  consideraUe  stream  was  produced,- 
which  we  named  Arrowsnuth  River,  in  reference  ta 
that  gentleman's  laudaUe  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  maps.  Thermometer  at  noon  68.  Travelled 
till  two,  P.M.  in  a  S.E.  direction,  when  we  entered  a 
long  narrow  valley,  in  which  our  course  was  to  the 
S«  At  five^  P«M»  crossed  a  deep  rocky  channel  of  a 
river,  which  was  then  dry,  but  in  which,  from  its  ap- 
pearance, nnidi  water  must  flow  in  the  rainy  season. 
We  killed  a  beautiful  quacha  at  a  little  distance  firom 
the  rivar,  which,  though  a  species  oi  honse,  gave 
much  satisfaction  to  our  Matchappees ;  the  flesh  being 
sweet  it  jdeases  their  palates.  We  had  been,  poshii^ 
forward  all  day,  if  possible  to  reach  Malapeetzee  at 
night,  that  we  might  spend  the  Sabbath  th^^e;  but 
finding  this  would  be  impossible,  we  halted  among 
some  bushes,  not  far  from  a  little  water. 

11th.  Being  infimned  that  we  might  reach  Mala- 
peetzee  in  two  hours,  we  went  forward  about  eight; 
AM.  We  crossed  the  jdain  in  a  S.£.  directiont 
towards  the  mouth  of  a  pass,    through  hills  which 
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divide  tiiQ  Bootthoana  and  tbo  Corraima  oouiilries^ 
Alx>tit  a  mile  from  what  we  oaoned  Wiiberforce  Pan, 
we  found  near  a  hundred  Lattakoo  people^  who  -had 
left  it  after  us^  having  oonie  by  a  neafer  way  Bcroes 
the  hills.    Their  object  was  to  gather  ounshes'  roots 
for  food.    They  had  slept  among  the  bushes  all  ni^t, 
though  it  was  a  very  coM  one.    They  ieeihed  pkased 
to  see  us  again,  and  soon  b^an  their  old  trade  of 
begging  snuff  and  tobacco  from  ua.     Exacdy  at  the 
mouth   of  WilberfetDe  PasS)  we  came  to  a  ainall 
villags  of  Red  Cafitta,  who  on  our  approach  fled  to 
the  top  of  a  hill  behind  the  kMNd;  but  on  perceiving 
we  were  accompanied  by  some  Matfehappees>  the  men 
ventured  down,  and  afterwards^  on  their  callii^  to 
diem^  the  women  descended  also.    Tfadr  appearance 
indicated  wretchedAe$a  in  the  extremfe^  dnd  they  aeem^ 
ed  to  feehdd  us  with  astonishmtet^  bemg  a  most  novel 
sight  to  them.    Their  dwdUogg  were  ao  low  aa  to  be 
hardly  viable  among  die  hoskei&  till  quke  dale  to 
thett.    They  were  the  shape  of  half  a  iMd^  egg,  witfa 
theopen  part  eE^posed  to  the  wealber^  which  aiual  be«i* 
tttsmdy  inconvenient  in  the  rainy  season,  uideto  they  aie 
Able  to  tarn  die  indosed  sidato  the  storaiy  wlach  might 
easily  be  Aoat.  For  a  christiaii  iMai  to  apend  histiaja 
in  delivermg  euch  beingB  from  ibdbf  wretabadneia  in 
this  remote  part  of  Africa,  wouM  be  one  of  the  noblest 
3  of  benevolence  which  could  be  recorded  in  the  his- 
Ic  page.    God  is  able  lo  produce  sudi  oien,  and  to 
^  their  eflbrts.    They  were  so  eoveced  widi  dirt^ 
ted  with  spbta  of  very  red  painty  tfanc  it  ^ppeareti 
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probable  none  of  them  bad  had  any  part  of  their  bodies 
wadied  since  they  were  bom. 

Afusr  travdling  in  a  N.K  directicm  for  three  miles, 
on  Wilberforce  Pass,  we  entered  a  romantic  square^ 
formed  by  bills,  charmingly  covered  with  tufts  of  trees 
here  and  there,  at  the  east  side  of  which  lay  the  town  of 
Malapeetzee,  to  visit  which  we  came  in  this  direction 
from  Lattakoo. 
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MALAPEETZEE— INTERVIEW  MTTIH  THE  NATIVES— THEIR 
ACCOUNT  OF  DR.  COWAN'S  MURDER. 

JM ALAPEETZEE  is  the  name  of  a  place,  near  tbe 
river  Makkarab;  but  tbe  CcMranoa  people  are  known 
by  the  name  of  Tybuss  Kraal,  and  also  Makhdoyank 
Kraal.  The  inhabitants  seemed  to  gaze  at  our  ap- 
proach with  a  mixture  of  fear  and  astonishment  They 
stood  in  groups,  viewing  us  from  a  distance,  for  some 
time  after  our  arrival.  At  length  we  obtained  a  meet- 
ing with  the  peqple,  to  inform  them  of  the  object  of 
our  visit,  that  we  might  put  their  minds  at  rest  cm  that 
head.  It  was  some  time  before  we  could  learn  who 
was  their  chief.  First  they  said  they  had  no  chief; 
then,  that  it  was  a  person  of  the  name  of  Tybuss,  who 
was  not  now  with  them;  then,  that  Oukey  who  was 
present  was  chief  in  hb  absence.  We  addressed  our- 
selves to  him  as  to  the  object  of  our  visit 

The  chief  told  us  that  he  had  been  for  some  time  at 
Reed  Fountain,  when  missionaries  were  there,  and 
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had  beard  that  the  knowledge  of  God  was  to  be  sent 
10  all  men,  and  he  thoiigbt  our  coming  shewed  the 
truth  of  that  As  for  himself  he  had  no  objection  to  a 
missionary  coming  among  them,  but  he  could  only 
speak  for  himself,  for  though  they  called  him  their 
chief,  they  would  not  take  his  advice — ^^  For  instance,"* 
said  he,  ''the  son  of  Tj^buss,  with  some  others,  would 
go  on  an  expedition  with  the  Wanketzens;  I  advised 
them  against  it,  yet  they  went,  and  were  murdered. 
They  are,"  continued  he,  *^  a  divided  people;  you  see 
they  will  not  tell  what  they  think.''  We  said  we  did 
not  press  for  an  answer  at  present;  they  might  consult 
together,  and  give  us  an  answer  on  the  nxMTOw. 
Thermometer  at  noon,  78* 

While  sitting  before  us,  we  observed  a  silv^  bugle 
horn  in  the  front  of  one  of  their  principal  men's  hair. 
We  concluded  this  must  have  belonged  to  the  r^- 
mental  dress  of  Dr.  Cowan,  or  Lieutenant  Denovan. 
Mr.  R.  employed  one  of  our  people  to  purchase  it  with 
tobacco,  which  he  efiected.  The  man  said  he  obtained 
it  from  the  people  beyond  them  to  the  north. 

We  had  meetings  for  worship  among  ourselves,  anid 
in  the  evening  met  with  the  inbalntants  for  then* 
instruction,  when  Mr.  Anderson  spoke  to  them  by 
means  of  an  interpreter. 

Ijiith.  Thermometer  at  sunrise,  33.  There  are  fif^- 
nx  huts ;  about  three  hundred  inhabitants ;  two  thou- 
sand cows  at  this,  and  as  many  at  two  other  stations. 
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Tbey  live  almoBt  entirely  oq  their  cattle,  especially  on 
the  milk,  so  that  tbey  have  little  eUe  to  do  hot  to  milk 
their  cows,  Tbey  were  formerly  under  the  govern- 
ment  of  two  brothers,  linx  and  Abby,  who  not 
agreeing,  separated;  some  of  the  people  foUowii^ 
the  one,  and  some  the  other.  Those  who  at  present 
reside  at  Malapeetzee  cleaved  to  Linx,  who  is  dead, 
but  Abby  continues  at  the  head  of  a  nuo^erous  Kraal 
to  the  N.£. 

In  general  they  are  neither  so  tall,  nor  so  black  as 
the  Matchappees;  they  do  not  seem  to  paint  or 
powder  so  much  as  they,  nor  are  they  so  indugtrious. 
They  get  both  their  assagays  and  skin  cloaks  from 
them.  The  persons  and  dress  of  the  females  seem  much 
the  same  as  those  of  the  Matchappee  women.  They 
appear  from  their  countenances  to  be  clever,  but  fixHn 
their  affloeoce  in  cattle,  and  having  few  wants^  they  are 
very  indolent  Oukey  told  us  they  intended  to  separata 
soon,  but  that  he  and  his  friends  were  determined  to 
mnmin  at  Malapeetaee. 

We  had  a  meeting  with  the  people  about  nine  A.M. 

when  most  of  the  inhabitants  attended.    Mr.  R.  ad- 

dresaed  them,  through  an  interpreter,  giving  them  a 

summary  of  biUe  doctrine,  to  which  they  listened  with 

seeming  attention,  and  appeared  to  be  pleased  with 

our  singing.    We  afterwards  had  a  meeting  with  them 

Icting  then:  willingness  to  receive  a  missionary — 

were  cautious  in  dedaring  their  minds ;  howeveTi 

said,  tfa^  would  be  very  ^ad  if  we  would  send 
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some  ODe  to  teach  them.  A  Ccrinanna  female  of  our 
cooipaoy  said  the  womea  were  much  diq[)lea8ed  mth 
the  men  kr  not  speaking  their  minds  freely,  for,  said 
they,  it  is  tiiie  very  thing  we  have  long  desired. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  missionaries  would  meet  with  a 
kind  reception.'^ 

An  uncle  of  Mateebe,  who  lives  here,  stated  as  an 
objection  to  a  missionary  coming  to  them,  his  inability 
to  speak  their  language,  consequently  he  coqld  be,  he 
said,  of  no  use  to  them«  We  said  they  would  be 
youi^  men,  and  consequently  would  soon  learn  their 
language;  and  before  that,  he  would  be  able  to  tell 
them  many  thiogg  by  means  of  an  interpreter.  This 
answer  gave  satisfection. 

Having  inquired  respecting  Dr.  Cowan  and  his 
company,  thc^  stated,  that  th^  had  been  on  an  expe* 
dition  against  the  Kraal  of  Makrakka,  and  bad  seen 
there  many  knives  and  an  epaulette — that  they  were 
informed  by  a  woman  they  had  taken,  diat  his  sheep 
were  first  captured,  then  the  waggons  were  attacked, 
taken,  and  burned — the  guns  were  with  Makkabba — 


*  Sioce  my  return  to  EngUnd,  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Anderson,  in  which  he  says,  they  are  longing  for  the  arrival 
of  the  expected  missionaries.  This  post,  b  relation  to  the  other 
Kraals  of  Corannas  near  them  and  the  aatioos  beyond  thtni,  is 
extremely  important 
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tbey  had  beard  of  the  murder  long  ago— that  Mak-^ 
kabba  had  some  time  ago  aii  assembly  of  people  from 
▼arious  quarters^  on  which  occasion  he  boasted  that  his 
father,  though  a  great  warrior,  had  never  conquered 
people  with  guns — that  Makraidui  had  brought  Dr. 
Cowan  to  the  Wanketzens,  where  he  was  murdered^ 
and  thus  he  is  suspected  to  have  had  a  hand  ia  the 
murder. 

Our  guides  who  came  with  us  from  Lattakoo  said 
they  had  been  on  the  same  expedition,  and  had  seen 
Dr.  Cowan's  clothes,  many  knives  and  forks,  spoons, 
and  guns.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Tow  had  brought 
with  him  to  Lattakoo  a  night  gown,  which  had  bek>ng- 
ed  to  a  Boor  who  accompanied  them,  and  it  was 
still  there.  They  heard  that  the  waggons  had  been 
burned  and  the  horses  shot — that  the  women  wore 
their  buttons — and  that  the  sheep  and  oxen  were  still 
alive  in  different  places. 

At  three  P.M.  we  took  leave  of  our  eight  Matchap- 
pee  friends,  who  had  accompanied  us  as  guides  from 
Lattakoo,  sending  by  them  our  respects  to  Mateebe. 
We  rewarded  them  for  their  trouble,  by  giving  each  a 
little  tobacco,  with  which  they  were  well  satisfied.  In 
lieu  of  these  attendants,  we  obtained  seven  Coranna 
guides ;  for  this  part  of  Africa  was  entirely  unknown 
to  any  of  our  company.  We  had  heard  of  the  river 
Malalareen,  on  the  banks  of  which  many  Bushmen 
were  reported  to  live;  and  we  were  persuaded,  that 
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could  we. fall  in  with  this  river,  it  would  conduct  us  to 
the  Great  lliver ;  we  therefore  requested  our  Coranna 
guides  to  lead  us  to  that  river,  after  which  they  might 
return  to  Malapeetzee.  One  of  the  chief  men  made 
us  a  present  of  a  goat;  on  counting  our  sheep,  we 
found  one  with  its  lamb  was  missing.  We  did  not 
suppose  they  bad  been  stden,  but  had  stray^. 


Tt  2 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


DEPARTURE  FROM  MAIAPEETZEE-COBIE  IN  SIGHT  OF 
THE  RIVER  MALAIAREEN— MAKOONS  KRAAIr-TRAVEL 
ALONG  THE  MALALAREEN— ARRIVE  AT  A  GRIQUA 
VILLAGE. 


xxFTER  taking  leave  of  the  udiabitaDts^  who  all 
came  out  to  witness  our  departure^  we  left  Malapeet- 
zee.  We  travelled  southward,  in  an  open  countiy, 
with  low  hills  to  the  east  and  west,  but  in  general  over 
the  most  rou^,  rocky  ground  we  had  met  with  during 
the  whole  of  our  journey.  It  was  surpriadi^  our 
waggons  were  not  broken  to  pieces.  We  travdled  in 
search  of  water  till  nine  P.M.  without  finding  any; 
when  we  descended  over  rocks  to  a  small  valley 
enclosed  by  hills,  in  which  there  was  a  deep,  roclgr 
bed  of  a  river,  but  no  water.  Here  we  halted  during 
theni^t 

13th.  At  siHuise  we  left  our  retreat,  ascending  a  hill 
immediately  behind  it    On  reaching  the  summit,  one 
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of  the  most  charmiiig^  countries  we  bad  aeen  in  Africa 
caineaU  at  ooce  into  view.  The  bills  were  beautifully 
ornamented  with  trees  to  their  very  tops,  and  the 
valleys  resembled  the  finest  parks  in  England^  but  what 
essentiaUy  contributed  to  add  lustre  to  the  soen^  in 
the  estimation  of  thirsty  travellers^  was  the  windings  of 
the  Malalareen  river  in  the  front  of  the  hills  There 
was  likewise  the  appearance  c^  distant  forests.  The 
long  witbensd  grass  aoKxig  tufts  of  trees  rendered  the 
descent  from  die  hill  extremely  jrieasant  We  looked 
at  each  odier  as  if  we  Ittd  got  into  a  new  world;  it 
was  so  different  firom  the  counby  we  had  left  on  the 
other  side  of  the  bolL  At  auie  A.M.  we  approached 
a  Bushman  Kraal,  consisting  of  a  ftw  huts.  Th« 
Bushmen  supposing  we  were  enemies  iq>proaching  to 
attack  dnn,  hastily  turned  out,  and  drew  up  m  batde 
«rray»  The  chief,  teindiBbed  his  Um»  and  jumped 
iniD  the  air^  endeavDunng  to  intimidate  us.  Ourmeiv 
who  were  in  fronts  made  signs  that  we  came  as  fiiends» 
and  on  a  nearer  approach  they  so  far  convinced  them 
of  it  that  they  bki  aside  their  bows  and  pcosoned 
aoows;  but  their  women  conoeakd  themsahres  in 
huts. 


Afler  conversing  a  litlfe  w^  the  chief,  whose  i 
is  Makoon,  I  stepped  aside  to  his  hut,  and  stooping 
down,  looked  into  i^  but  the  terror  d€f»cted  in  the 
countenances  of  his  two  wives  when  they  aitw  mc^ 
I  dadl  not  soon  foiget;  had  it  been  a  lion  or  Qfger 
ifaey  cbidd  not  iaave  'expressed  greater  alann.  With 
aviewtooancilials^  I  took  out  my  walcl^  opened  i^ 
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and  held  it  before  them ;  on  observing  its  motion,  they 
evidently  concluded  it  must  be  a  living  animal,  and  my 
oflfering  to  hold  it  near  their  ears,  to  hear  its  sound, 
seemed  to  convince  them  it  was  some  dangerous  crea* 
ture,  by  which  I  intended  to  injure  them,  for  they 
almost  overturned  the  hut  in  order  to  escape  fixMn  the 
watch.  On  observing  that  their  terror  was  no  afifecU^ 
tion  but  real,  I  left  them,  and  carried  the  watch  open 
to  Makoon,  which  he  and  his  men  viewed  from  a  little 
distance  with  fear  and  surprise.  On  offering  to  hold 
it  near  his  ear,  he  shrunk  back,  but  to  display  his  cou- 
rage before  his  people,  he  summoned  up  all  his  resolu- 
tion, and  ventured  to  listen  to  the  beating  of  the  watch. 
On  observing  that  the  chief  was  uninjured,  the  others 
ventured  to  allow  the  watch  to  be  held  near  their  ears 
also.  For  some  time  every  eye  was  directed  to  this 
wonderful  phenomenon.  We  then  made  them  a  pre- 
sent of  tobacco,  which,  being  an  irresistible  temptation 
to  the  ladies  in  the  huts,  induced  them  to  abandon 
their  concealment,  and  to  venture  near  us  to  solicit  a 
little  also:  they  then  allowed  the  watch  to  be  hdd 
near  tbeir  ears,  cd  which  they  all  sat  down  to  smoke. 
Makoon's  two  wives  were  only  about  four  feet  in 
heiglit,  and  not  the  least  deformed,  and  each  had  a 
veiy  small  infant  tied  to  her  badk. 

Having  never  seen  white  people  before,  it  was  not 
rptimg  to  find  them  alarmed  at  the  si^t  They 
\d  never  beard  of  Klaar  Water  or  of  missionaries, 
^e  explamed  to  Makoon  our  reason  for  visiting  his 
witry — convinced  him  we  could  inform  him  of  mmj 
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tbk^  that  would  do  good  to  him  and  his  people, 
especially  conoeming  the  Being  who  made  him,  and 
his  people;  the  sun,  moon,  mountains^  trees,  &c.  and 
that  if  he  consented,  we  should  send;  from  a  distant 
land,  two  persons  who  would  teach  his  people  these 
things.  His  reply  was  short,  but  comprehensive, 
viz.  ^^  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  any  person  will  come  to 
my  country,  to  tell  me  and  my  people  what  we  do 
not  know.*^  He  added,  '^  I  have  many  people  over 
there,"  pointing  to  the  eastward.  ^^  We  are  peaceable 
Bushmen ;  so  was  my  father,  and  his  father,  they 
never  stole  any  thing  from  their  neighbours,"  and, 
apparently,  to  encourage  us  to  send  teachers,  he  said, 
"  We  have  plen^  of  game  and  of  water."  Some  of 
their  faces  were  fri^tfiilly  smeared  with  red  pain^ 
perhaps  hastily  put  on  to  terrify  us,  had  we  proved 
enemies. 

Here  we  baited,  near  die  river,  about  half  past 
nine  A.M.  This  river  is  called  Malalaneen  by  the 
Bootcfauanas,  Hhou  by  the  Cofannas,  and  by  others, 
the  Heart  It  was  a  singular  providence  that  we  were 
led  to  die  very  spot  where  the  chief  of  all  the  Bushmen 
on  that  river  happened  to  be;  for  had  we  crossed  the 
hill  only  half  a  mile  higher  up,  we  could  not  have 
discovered  the  Kraal,  and  consequently  should  not 
have  effected  the  object  of  our  visit  to  that  hitherto 
miknown  rq^ioii.  The  thing  was  of  the  Lord,  and 
augurs  well  in  favour  of 'diese  poor  Bushmen.  Ma- 
koon  is  evidently  a  dever  man,  but  be  appeared  to  us  to 
be  posaesied  cS  nothing  hot  the  sidn  doak  that  covered 
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him,  and  his  bow  and  anxms.  Those  miflsiooarieB 
vfho  may  cheerfully  spend  their  days  for  the  benefit  of 
such  a  race  of  men,  so  remote  from  the  haUtatioos  of 
civilized  life,  well  deserve  the  thanks  and  support  of 
all  the  churches  of  Christ 

At  half  past  two  P.M.  we  took  leave  of  Makoon 
and  his  people,  and  crossed  the  Malalareen  at,  what 
our  Hottentots  wished  should  be  called,  Missionaiy 
Ford.  We  proceeded  chiefiy  S.  and  sometimes  S.W. 
A  little  before  sun-aet  some  of  our  people  fired  at  some 
camel-leopards^  which  they  judged  were  about  ei^rteea 
feet  high.  I  saw  them  scampering  away.  They 
appeared  huge  animals,  but  at  the  distance  I  was 
fix>m  them,  I  could  not  judge  accurately  of  their 
height,  they  are  however  certainly  the  tallest  animals 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  At  eight  P.M.  we 
halted  on  the  banks  of  the  Malalareen,  under  the 
shade  of  some  trees,  where  we  found  various  horns  of 
wild  animals  strewed  about,  and  plenty  of  firewood. 
A  bushman  femily  from  a  little  dbtanoe  paid  us  a  visit 

14th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  £?•  Left  Vanr 
derkemp  Plam  at  noon,  when  the  tiiermometer 
stood  at  76.  The  Malalareen  runs  here  in  the 
form  of  a  bow;  of  course  we  travelled  as  along 
the  string  to  the  £.  The  {dain  was  wdl  stocked 
with  game.  We  shot  a  knoo,  about  the  sixe  of  aa 
ordinary  cow;  part  of  which  we  gave  to  our  seven 
Corannas,  who  accompanied  us  as  guides  fimn  Malar 
peetaoee,  after  which  they  left  us^    Their  naaies  wece 
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Kacuirde^ree^   or  Lifsly  sunshme. 

Koarhetj  A  wbite  stone. 

Mooquee^  To  sm  a  thing  rig^. 

Cheebeea^ 

KeiaechOf  Var&noA 

Teoan  hmdy  An  unsuccessful  hunt 

Mookhs,  Sharp  sight 

The  ecxmtrj  on  the  opposite,  or  oast  tide  of  the 
Midalamn,  b  beauttfiiUjr  coveted  with  trees,  the 
prospect  being  bounded  by  low  and  distant  hills.  At 
seven,  P.M.  we  fell  in  with  the  river  again,  and  faahed 
fiirthenig^  A  wdfdooQgottheseentof  oursheep) 
and  drew  near,  but  finding  we  W0ie  too  strong  for  him^ 
he  only  roared  at  us  a  while,  and  walked  off.  The  night 
being  cold  and  firewood  scarce,  we  retired  to  sleep  as 
won  pjMsible. 

l^th.  Thermometer  at  sucMnse  4S,  with  atroc^  and 
oold  wind.  Our  tea  and  coAe  being  expended,  we 
tried,  as  a  substitute,  Caffire  corn,  which  did  very  wXL 
Having  been  destitute  of  flour  for  bread  for  the  last 
two  weeks,  we  fiwod  Beotchiiana  beans  a  good  sub« 
itilote:  for  butfter  we  used  the  fat  of  our  sheeps'  tails, 
whidit  when  propedy  prepued,  tastes  much  lilEe  fresh 
bntter.  Walking  along  tbe  bank  of  the  river,  I  nearly 
M  iatoa  QQBceided  Busbman^s  pit,  which  would  have 
been  tbe  aame  as  fiBdliog  qpon  the  point  of  a  spear,  a 
sharp  stake  being  fixed  at  the  b<Mom.  Thermometer  at 
noon  7%  at  which  time  we  departed  S.W.  At  one^ 
P.  J^  we  cnisaed  the  Malalaoaen,  and  in  half  an  hour  bad 
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torecrossit:  in  doing  so,  one  of  our  waggCMis  stuck  fisist 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  in  consequence  of  the 
fore  wheel  sinking  into  a  hole;  however,  after  great 
exertion  by  the  Hottentots  and  the  oxen,  it  was  happily 
dragged  out.  About  sun-set  our  peofde*  killed  a 
quacha.  The  difference  between  diese  animals  on 
the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Great  River  is  con- 
siderable. Both  are  striped  over  the  whole  body,  but 
those  on  the  north  side  have  black  and  white  stripes, 
while  those  on  the  south  are  black  and  brown :  of  the 
cause  of  so  great  a  difference  I  caimot  hazard  a  con- 
jecture. After  several  hours  travdling  there  was  no 
appearance  of  our  friendly  river,  and  we  began  to  fear 
we  should  not  soon  find  it ;  however,  at  ten,  P.M.  we 
reached  it 

Thermometer  at  sun-rise  38 — at  noon  60,  when  we 
departed,  and  passed  the  end  of  Hammes'  Hills,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  We  soon  got  into  a  place 
of  deep  mud,  concealed  by  tall  withered  grass,  in 
which  the  oxen  beginning  to  sink  almwt  to  their 
knees^  like  vesseb  in  a  storm  tiying  to  make  the 
nearest  port,  each  waggon  made  haste  to  the  nearest 
point  of  firm  ground.  During  this  bustle  we  shot  a 
wild  peacock,  which  measured  six  feet  fixnn  the  tip 
of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  dth^.  At  two,  P.M.  we 
crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  on  which  we 
entered  a  beautiful  level  plain,  which  we  named 
Kingslaad  Plain,  where  an  afiecting  iiyddent  occurred. 
A  poor  kubo  had  its  hind  leg  broken  by  a  shot  a  little 
above  the  foo^  when  it  ran  towards  our  waggons  about 
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a  mile  od  its  stump.  It  halted  about  a  hundred  yards 
from  our  waggons  to  drive  away  the  dogs  ^ho  were 
teazing  it.  One  of  them  was  nearly  caught  by  its 
horns,  which  are  almost  of  the  shape  of  hooks,  and 
with  these  he  is  able  to  do  great  execution.  He  made 
a  noble  defence,  but  a  shot  entering  his  forehead,  he 
gave  up  the  contest,  laid  himself  on  the  ground,  and 
almost  instantly  expired.  Two  springbucks  also  were 
killed  in  the  same  plain. 

Two  Bushmen,  with  much  timidity,  approached  us 
while  cutting  up  the  knoo,  to  whom  we  made  a  pre- 
sent of  the  back  bone,  covered  with  flesh,  for  which 
they  seemed  grateful ;  but  while  cuttbg  it  they  held 
their  bows  and  poisoned  arrows  in  their  hands,  as  if 
jealous  of  their  safety  among  such  strange  visitors  as 
tiever  were  seen  in  their  part  of  the  world  before. 

About  seven,  P.M.  we  again  fell  m  with  the  Mala- 
lareen,  which  my  waggon  attempting  to  cross,  stuck 
fyiait  in  the  mud,  when  one  of  the  oxen  fiEdling  on  his 
side  was  so  entangled  he  could  not  be  raised.  Fires 
being  lighted  up  around,  to  enable  us  to  see  what 
obstacles  opposed,  discovered  the  opposite  bank  to  be 
so  steep  that  the  oxen  could  not  dreg  up  the  waggon. 
About  sixteen  oxen  being  yoked  to  the  hinder  part  of 
the  waggon,  we  were  drawn  backwards  to  the  land, 
after,  having  been  an  hour  in  the  river.  I  was  glad  for 
the  sake  of  our  people  who  had  stood  long  in  the 
water,  that  there  was  abundance  of  wood  to  make  good 
fires  to  warm  and  dry  them.    Had  travdled  S.W. 

V  u  S 
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ARRIVAL  AT  THE  GREAT  RIVER-DEUVERANCE  FROM 

IJONa 

Jolt  17th. 

^T  seven,  A.M,  we  croieed  the  riv^  very  easilyi 
a  few  hundred  yards  higher  up.     At  ten,  A.M.  after 
descending  a  considerable  time,   we  ag^   fell  in 
with  the  river,  where  we  met  four  Bushmen,  who  in- 
formed us  we  were  not  far  finom  the  mouth  of  the 
river.    At  eleven  we  obsenred  oxen  feeding  at  a  dis- 
tance, which  we  aflcarwards  found  were  sent  from  our* 
frieDds  at  Klaar  Water,  to  relieve  our  wtary  anirealSi 
Soon  after,  we  came  in  sigbt  of  three  waggons  be- 
longing to  these  frieodd,  who  had  come  there  to  hunt 
sea  cows.    At  noon  we  arrived  at  ti»  Yettow  River, 
into  which  the  Malahreen  emfrties  itself.  The  Yelkm 
River  is  considerably  larger  than  the  Thantes  abova  the 
tide,  and  ia  consideraUy  incneaied  by  the  junction  of 
the  other.    At  ibis  confluence  is  ooe  of  the  most 
arming  qpots  on  earth,  tfae  river  and  its  devated 
nks  being  covered  with  treea.     This  part  of  the 
reat  River  was  never  befiore  visilad  by  white  men^ 
lemometer  at  noon  69.    TraveUed  to^y  &W. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JULY.]     JOURNEY  BEYOND  THE  GREAT  RIVER.     $t$ 

18tb.  TberiDoaieteratsunrriseiO:  at  noon  68.  A 
Busman  with  his  two  wives  visited  us;  Tb^  wit* 
nessed  our  worebip^  but  aeemed  to  take  very  little 
notice  of  it  After  our  worahip,  I  went  to  a  retired 
eminence  on  tbe  banks  of  tbe  river.  Tbe  views  to  tbe 
N»£.  E.  and  S.E.  were  very  extensive.  Tbe  reflectioh 
tbat  no  European  eye  bad  ewr  surveyed  tbese  plains, 
and  mountains,  and  rivers,  and  tbat  I  was  ten  tbou* 
sand  miks  from  home^  made  a  solemn  impression  on 
my  mind  wbicb  was  deepened  by  tbe  sdUness  wbicb 
at  tbat  time  prevailed.  I  snatcbed  a  scrap  of  paper 
from  my  pocket,  on  wbicb  I  wrote  tbie  following 
lines: 

rn  far  from  what  I  call  mj^  home. 
In  region  wbere  uo  white  men  come; 
Where  wilds^  and  wilder  men  are  founds 
Who  never  heard  the  gospel  sound. 
Indeed  they  know  not  that  there's  one 
RuKng  on  high,  and  GOD  alone. — 
In  days  and  nights  for  five  months  past, 
Fve  tuavellM  modi ;  am  bens  at  tail, 
^  On  banks  of  stream  well  naowd  Gnsat^ 

To  driiik  its  water  is  a  treat* — 
But  here  to  have  the  living  wordt 
Enriching  treasure !  Spirit's  sword, 
A  favour  this  that  can't  be  told, 
In  worth  surpassing  finest  gold. 
May  Bushmen  and  the  Bootchuanas, 
Tite  xVamacquaas  and  the  Conmnas, 
AR  nbim  possess  Ais  God-like  dMt, 
A«i  priiie  tbe  Lord  Iroai  west  lo  east 
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19tb.  AU  was  in  motioQ  before  sunHriae,  to  prepare 
for  departing.  Adam  Kok,  who  was  the  only  one  in 
our  company  who  knew  the  way  by  which  we  were  to 
travel,  not  having  fresh  oxen,  went  on  before  us,  and 
we  were  to  follow  the  track  of  his  waggon.  At  deven, 
A.M.  we  left  the  confluence  of  the  Yellow  and  Mala- 
lareen  rivers,  and  soon  came  to  rocks  which  were  very 
troublesome  to  get  over,  endangering  the  waggons.  At 
two,  P.M.  we  lost  Kok's  track,  and  got  cunong  worse 
rocks  in  a  narrow  valley  between  mountains.  About 
sun-set  I  observed  one  of  our  men  standing  for  several 
minutes  motionless :  ^en  our  waggons  came  near  he 
turned  about,  and  walked  to  us  rather  agitated.  Onin- 
quiry  we  found  he  had  come  suddenly  on  two  lions,  and 
they  stood  looking  at  each  other,  until  the  ffeat  noise  of 
our  waggons  among  the  stones  inclined  them  to  walk  off. 
Had  he  not  possessed  suffici^t  fortitude  to  continue 
looking  directly  at  them,  he  certainly  would  have  been 
torn  to  pieces ;  but  so  long  as  you  can  steadily  look  a 
lion  in  the  &ce,  he  will  not  attack  you.  He  dedared 
that  he  trembled  befoie  ever  he  ^w  the  lions.  At  one 
time  my  oxen  made  a  dead  halt,  and  would  not  go 
forward,  in  consequence  of  fatigue ;  however,  by  much 
exertion,  we  got  them  to  push  forward  a  little  farther 
through  the  bushes,  which  soon  became  almost  im- 
penetrable, and  it  being  dark,  we  could  discover  no  way 
of  getting  out  of  this  thicket;  of  course  we  were  under 
the  necessity  of  halting  where  we  were,  at  seven,  P.M. 
We  lighted  a  great  fire,  and  also  fired  two  musket 
shots  as  signals  to  Adam  Kok,  but  they  were  not 
answered.    A  great  fire  i^peared  on  a  hill  to  the 
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south,  but  this  was  made  by  Bu^metL  We  knew  of 
no  water,  for  the  Great  River  took  a  turn  many  miles 
to  the  south,  which  (Mged  us  to  leave  it 

fiOth.  The  morning  light  discovered  that  ^ve  had 
been  in  the  middle  of  a  forest  of  trees  and  bushes,  with 
mounteins  in  every  direction ;  and  by  tiie  power  of 
smell  or  instinct  our  cattle  bad  found  out  water  in  a 
comer  among  the  hills;  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  34. 
Four  Bushmen  and  a  woman  came  to  us  early,  who 
informed  us  where  we  should  next  obtain  water.  At 
nine,  A.M.  we  went  £3rward,  and  by  turning  round  the 
end  of  a  hill,  at  deven,  A.M.  we  r^ained  the  right 
way.  We  passed  many  wild  cotton-trees,  vfhkh  might 
be  cultivated  to  any  extent  in  this  part  of  Africa,  and 
rendered  a  valuable  article  of  trade ;  the  great  distance 
from  die  sea  would  be  the  only  obstruction.  Millions 
of  acres  of  land  would  be  fr'ee  to  any  man  who  would 
be  at  the  trouble  to  call  them  his  own.  Some  of  our 
advanced  peofde  saw  deven  camel-leopard^  but  they 
fled  towards  tbe  river  before  the  waggons  came  up.  At 
noon  we  halted  at  excellent  water,  whidi  we  named 
Steinkopff  Fountain,  where  there  was  also  abundance 
q[  firewood.  At  tw(^  P.M.  we  proceeded  on  our  vray 
throu^  a  forest,  bounded  by  hills  close  on  our  right 
We  saw  a  variety  of  game,  but  thou^  we  had  graiat 
occasion  forasupplyofflesh,  we  killed  none.  After  sun- 
set we  passed  a  Bushman's  kraal  at  a  little  distance^ 
where  tfi^  had  a  good  firc^  but  none  of  tbem  came 
near  us.  Here  we  met  a  messenger  on  horseback  in 
search  of  Adam  Kok,    He  had  come  from  one  of  the 
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outposts  comiectad  with  Klaiar  Water,  and  was  much 
disappoiuted  at  not  finding  him  with  us.  He  was 
armed  with  a  guii«  and  poisued  liis  jouiney  in  expecta* 
tion  of  reaching  him  soon.  We  lighted  a  lanthom  to 
enable  us  to  find  our  way  a  little  fiirther*  At  eight 
o'clock,  coming  to  plenty  of  firewood,  we  halted,  and 
soon  lighted  some  laiige  fires,  which  jdeased  all,  for  the 
night  was  piercki^y  cdd.  We  set  fire  to  some  d^* 
cayed  trees,  whidi  afibrded  both  li^  and  heat 
Travelled  S.W.    . 

Slst  Departed  at  eight,  A.M.  to  hasten  forward  to 
water.  The  bushes  were  tinoommonly  trouUesome, 
especially  that  called,  Stcp-a^hUe^  tearing  die  oxen^ 
waggons,  and  our  clothes.  I  was  so  completdy  laid 
hold  of  by  one  bush,  that  with  much  difficulty  I  got 
extricated,  for  no  sooner  had  I  got  disengagwi  finom 
one  hook,  than  I  found  two  others  had  got  hdd  of 
some  other  part  of  my  clothes;  or  when  breaking  the 
twig  by  which  I  was  detained,  another  caught  the  arm 
that  brdce  it.  At  efeten,  A.M.  we  turned  ronnd  the 
point  of  a  hill,  when  our  wi^  lay  &.W.  fay  W*  and  at 
noon  iw  reached  a  village  connected  widi  KlaaT 
Water:  m^ien  I  asked  the  name  of  it,  I  was  tald  k  was 
CmnpbelL  The  people  received  ub  very  Jondly; 
faroo^  plenty  both  of  ttick  aod  thin  milk,  of  which 
we  had  tasted  none  amce  we  left  Lattakoa.  Our  com* 
^negation  lit  every  time  of  woribip  was  ttumenns.  The 
ni$^  was  ^d,  accompanied  by  a  pieidng  wind. 
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VISIT  TO  THE  GREAT  FOUNTAIN— ACCOUNT  OF  BALLEY— 
BOOTCHUANA  DANCB-CORANNA  KRAAL-JUNCTIONS 
0¥  THE  ALEXAN0BR  AND  CRABOCK  RIVERS  WIHI 
THE  YEIIOW,  OR  GREAT,  BIVERr-ARRIVAL  AT  GWQUA 
TOWN. 

_•  July  «tod. 

JL  HE  road  was  between  hiUs  to  the  north*  through 
a  narrow  valley  full  of  trees,  with  a  charming  crystal 
stream  meandering  along  it,  till  we  came  to  the 
Great  Fountain,  which'  is  about  two  miles  from  the 
{dace  we  left  Here  there  is  a  small  village,  contain- 
mg  about  dnrty  peofde,  surrounded  with  little  foun* 
tains,  hills,  and  trees,  compleiEitly  sequestered  from 
the  world.  Though  at  present  in  its  natural  state, 
it  appeared  to  me  a  second  paradise.  The  people 
have  ociy  la^y  come  to  this  spot,  uid  are  beginning 
to  cultivate  the  surrounding  ground 

Adam  Bailey,  a  Griqua,   and  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Klaar  Water,  reads  the  scriptures  to  the 

XX 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338      JOURNEY  BEYOND  THE  GREAT  RIVER.     [1813. 

people,  aod  tries  sometimes  to  say  a  little  to  them 
firom  what  be  reads,  and  remarked  that  he  hoped 
after  a  while  to  be  able  to  say  a  little  more.  He  gave 
us  the  following  account  of  himself. 

*^  The  first  thing  that  led  me  to  think  of  rdigion 
was  observing  two  Hottentots,  who  belonged  to  Zak 
river  mission,  giving  fhanks  when  eating.  I  went 
afterwards  to  that  settlement,  where  I  heard  many 
things,  but  fdt  no  interest  in  them.  But  one  day, 
when  alone  in  the  fields,  I  looked  very  smously  at  a 
mountain,  as  the  work  of  that  God  of  vi^ioip  I  had 
heard.  Then  I  looked  to  my  two  hands,  and  for  the 
first  time  noticed  that  there  were  the'  same  number  of 
fingers  on  each.  I  asked,  why  are  there  not  five  on 
this  band,  and  tliree  on  that;  it  must  be  God  that 
made  them  so.'  Then  I  exaarined  niy  ieet^  add 
wondered  to  find  thetn  boA  fiat,  not  one  flat  and  the 
orther  found.  God  must  have  done  dna,  wmdi  L  ht 
dud  way  I  considered  my  whole  body,  wikfeh  mftdew 
deep  impression  on  my  mind,  atid  didposedvke  to  hear 
vHtb  mofe  interest,  till  I  was  brougbl  to  traM  that 
Jesos  cBed  for  my  skis.'' 

'  Hesaidbe  wouldacconpanyuspaitofour  jdomey, 
dmt  he  mi^  hear  a  Httle  more.  The  people  of  tMs^ 
little  village  seem  to  live  as  one  fiaoity ;  ft)r  akorge  po^* 
foil  of  quacha  flesh,  was  on  the  fire  in  the  open  air, 
which  contained  as  much  flesb  as  woiiki  dine  all  the 
inhabitaQts* 
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SnJtpetre  itboupde  gmatly  at  this  pkce;  in  some 
pfurta  the  growd  is  cormed  as  witb  adow,  half  an  kich 
(dMp,  yat  the  water  of  the  springi  is  not  brackish^ 
as  in  every  other  place  I  ha?e  yet  seen,  where  there 
is  much  saltpetre  in  the  gronnd.  The  day  was 
pleasant,  and  though  winter,  and  eo  high  ground, 
several  fine  flowers  displayed  their  beauty*  We 
returned  to  our  wa^ns  to  dinner. 

Five  lengMagqs  are  spoken  in  the  village,  viz.  Dutch, 
Coranoa,  Bootcbuana,  Hottentot,  and  Bushman.  The 
Bushmen  Uva  by  tbeinselve&  on  the  east  side,  and  next 
to  them  the  Bootch»anas»  who  are  here  only  as  tem- 
porary servants.  In  the  evenii^  I  visited  their  huts. 
The  Bushmen  seemed  particularly  pleased  by  my 
calling  on  th^n,  and  noticing  their  children*  The 
Bootchuanas  were  dancing,  in  a  savage  kind  of  way, 
around  a  fire;  the  womra  beatiag  time  with  their 
hands,  and  singing,  exactly  as  at  Lattakoo.  Their 
attitudes  were  di^usting  and  terrific.  While  they 
were  thus  enga^«  I  was  thinking  how  their  present 
conduct  will  appear  to  themselves,  if  ever  they  are 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jteus  Christ,  whdm  truly  to  know  is  life  eternal. 
They  will  certainly  say,  ^^  I  was  as  a  beast  bdbre 
thee,  O  Lord."  I  vms  gratified  to  hear  that  the 
Bushmen  were  to  assist  this  year  in  culdvating  the 
ground)  and  were  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  produce. 
Tas^  the  sweets  of  industry  may  (mxluce  the 
apirit  ot  it 
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8,3rd.  Tbermometer  atsufHiise^  40.  An  old  Bosh- 
man  being  informed  what  was  our  business  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  Matcbappees,  Ccnraimas,  and 
his  own  countrymen  on  die  Malalareen  had  agreed 
to  receive  instructors,  said,  **  Instruction  was  good, 
for  they  had  had  peace  ever  since  it  came  into  tiie 
country." 

We  departed  at  ten  A.M.  travelling  S.  to  another 
out-post,  conne^ed  with  Klaar  Water,  which  at  pre- 
sent is  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  River,  or  as  it  is 
called  here,  the  Yellow:  River,  the  same  as  it  is  named 
above  its  junction  wid)  the  Malaluneen.  like  the  Arab^ 
the  people  at  this  post  wander  from  [dace  to  places 
according  as  they  find  pasturage  for  their  cattle.  We 
travelled  to  it  chiefly  over  gravel  and  sand.  Arrived  at 
two  P.M.  Thermometer  at  noon,  70^  In  the 
evening  Mr.  It  preached  to  about  seventy  people. 

S4th.  Thermomrter  at  sun-rise,  39.  *  At  nme  A.M. 
after  Mr.  R.  had  addressed  the  people,  the  wag^ 
set  off  by  the  most  dimct  road,  to  M  in  with  the 
river  after  its  making  a  semicircle  towards  the  south. 
Mr.  R.  and  I  went  on  horseback,  accompanied  by 
Adam  Kok  and  three  Griquas,  to  examine  the 
reported  junction  of  two  other  rivers  with  the  Ydlow 
River,  a  few  miles  fordier  down.  We  kept  dose  by 
the  river.  The  first  part  of  the  ride  particulaily  was 
uncommonly  pleasant  The  day  was  fine ;  small 
parties  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats  were  now  and  then 
visiting  the  river  to  d^nk  of  its  crystal  water;  the 
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wide  stream  glided  silently  along,  as  if  afraid  to 
interrupt  our  discourse;  the  banks  were  omainehted 
with  treeS)  decked  in  green  and  ydiow.    The  whole 
scene  appeared  charming  and  enchanting,  iar  sur- 
passing the  heaven  described  by  Mahomet    In  an 
hour  we  came  unexpectedly  on  a  Coranna  Kraal  of 
sixty  or  seventy  persons,  dwelling  in  a  beautiful  hollow, 
close  by  the  river.    I  admired  the  spot  they  had 
sdected   for   a   temporary  residence.      They  were 
equally  surprised  to  see  us,  as  we  were  to  see  them. 
The  Kraal  is  called  Maboochoone.     Th^  are  not 
confined  to  any  particular  spot,  but  move  up  and  down 
the  river,  as  provision  for  their  cattle  is  plentiful  or 
scarce.     These  people  never  heard  of  Europe  or  any 
of  its  distractions,  but  like  hermits,  live  without  care, 
affectingly  contented  with  their  ignorance  of  God,  of 
the  Saviour,  and  of  the  rest  of  mankind.    About  a 
dozen  women  w&e  busy  in  digging  a  certain  kind  of 
root  which  emits  a  pleasant  smelL     This  they  pound 
down  and  mix  with  their  red  paint  and  grease,  mth 
which  they  smear  their  bodies^  to  give  them  a  more 
agreeable  scent,  like  our  fisisbioDaUes  in  England.     In 
England  the  cheeks  only  are  smeared  with  paint,  in 
France  they  add  the  neck  and  bosom,  but  in  this 
coimtry  they  lay  it  on  from  head  to  £90t 

In  this  part  of  Africa  there  are  every  where  to  be 
found,  inexhaustible  magazines  of  materials  for  rearing 
great  dties;  especially  stone,  lime,  and  slate;  there  is 
also  a  great  river,  adapted  to  navigation  l^  small  craf^ 
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I     >l      LI    ■     11  ■  '  111*  ■         I  I    I  = 

which  seems  provideotmlly  to  prognostioatB  graet  thtngs 
to  Africa;  for  the  aU-wiae  Creator  makes  ootfaing  in 
Taio.  If  what  he  has  made  in  one  quarter  does  noc 
suit  the  purpose  and  pursuits  oi  cxie  generation,  it 
may  suit  those  of  another.  At  present  all  is  lying  as 
useless  as  the  rains  of  Palmyra  or  Persepelis. 

Ai  deven  A.M.  we  arrived  at  the  conflutoce  bf 
the  two  rivers;  both  of  wbich  wore  largd  but  the 
Ydlow  River  had  the  pcereminence.  We  could  see 
up  the  new  riveri  which  came  from  die  S.£.  about  two 
miles ;  the  risii^  banks  of  which,  being  covered  with 
trees,  had  an  elegpnt  appearance.  Wp  en(]piired  if  it 
had  any  name,  when  our  Griquaas  tdd  us  that  this 
river  and  one  alittle  below,  which  was  still  lai^er,  had 
only  been  latdy  known  to  them ;  of  course  they  had 
no  names  £or  them,  except  that  they  spdke  of  this  as 
the  mud  and  the  other  as  the  black  riven  From 
this  information  we  agreed  to  name  this  one  the 
AxEXAKBEE  BiVER^  afrcr  the  Colonial  Secretary 
at  Cape-town,  and  the  other  the  Cradock  River, 
after  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Cradoik,  the  GovemcNr 
of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  We 
informed  them  that  both  these  gentlemen  were  good 
friends  to  Hottentots.  Tl>ey  seemed  plessed  with 
diese  names  being  given  to  the  rivers,  and  frequently 
repeated  them,  to  ^  them  on  theu*  memories.  The 
scenary  being  so  grOffd,  we  felt  rductant  to  leave  it, 
however  we  tore  ourselves  away  from  it,  9od  reached 
our  waggons  about  one  P.M.  and  pcooeeded  with 
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q>e0d  in  hopts  df  reacfaiiig  the  juoMion  of  the  Yellow 
ADd  Cradock  tmrB  bc^re  dark^  ^Mrhkh  tire  did  in  tifnc^ 
to  view  it  I  considered  the  sfieaefy  berd  suinerior  tof 
any  thing  I  had  seen  in  AfHca^  or  in  any  other  country. 
Both  these  rivers,  the  Alexander  and  Cradock  seem  to 
come  from  a  S.E.  direction/  and  the  Yellow,  upon 
the  wholes  to  xWf  from  N.£«  to  S.W.  These  f6ur 
livers  may  be  considered  M  the  totirc^  of  the  Giekt 
Rtver,  viz.  tfio  Y^Mow,  the  Malalareen,  the  Alexander, 
and  the  Cradoek,  ftt  having  afterwatrds  travfetted  on 
its  banks  aefdss  the  c(»itiMdC  of  Africa,  neariy  to  it9 
mouth,^  we  never  fduoid  aMther  river  joining  it 
Thermometer  at  noon,  70. 

-S5fh*  Therniometer  at  sun-rise,  5£.  at  nddn,  68» 
A  Bushman  with  his  wife,  and  his  brother's  wife,  came 
and  spent  the  day  with  us,  attending  our  worship.  He 
said  he  was  partial  to  white  men,  and  on  that  account 
sometimes  visited  Klaar  Water,  but  he  knew  nothing. 
He  told  us  that  a  boor,  who  had  fled  from  the  colony, 
lived  for  some  time  near  where  we  were,  but  hearing 
that  the  Bushmen  were  concerting  measures  to  kill 
him,  he  had  removed  farther  down  the  river.  Towards 
evening,  we  went  forward  to  a  fountain,  that  we  mi^t 
be  able  to  reach  Klaar  Wat^  on  the  morrow,  but  we 
found  it  farther  than  we  expected,  as  we  did  not  reach 
it  till  eight  P.M.  We  named  it  Fisher  Fountain, 
after  the  Landdrost  of  Graaf  Reynet  Our  last 
remaining  piece  of  candle  served  barely  to  light  us  to 
eat  our  supper,  but  a  lai^  wood  fire  supplied  the 
place  of  candle  light. 
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26tb.  Our  people,  being  anxious  to  reach  Griqua 
town  early,  had  all  in  motion  before  day  light,  so  that 
we  arrived  there  about  eleven  A.M.  our  journey  to 
Lattakoo  and  Malapeetssee  having  occupied  us  six 

weeks. 

Our  three  Hottentots,  who  did  not  accompany  us 
to  JUttaJcoo,  when  they  heard  the  others  recount  the 
wonders  they  had  seen  there,  were  exceedingly  vexed 
that  thqr  h^  loitered  bdiind,  and  surprised  at  their 
own  conduct;  but  had  we  all  been  murdered,  like  poor. 
Cowan,  they  would  have  thou^  very  diffisrently. 

Now  we  had  reached  a  temporary  rest,  and  could 
truly  say.  Hitherto  God  has  helped^  and  certainly  he 
should  have  the  glcnry. 
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A  MURDBBr-mSANnY^^AMEL-LBOPARD  KILLfiD-€AF- 
PRE  METHOD  OF  ATTACK— BUSHMEN  ON  YELLOW 
mVER-GRIQUAAS  RESOLVE  TO  ADOPT  LAWS— LAWS 
APPROVED— RESOLVE  TO  CONTRIBUTE  TO  SOCIETY'S 
rUNDS^TO  HAVE  MONEY  COINED. 

JutT  117th.  Tbermometer  st  nooti»  54» 

JVLR.  JANZ  related  at  breakfast  concerning  a 
wild  BushmaD  whom  be  knew — ^That  be  and  bis 
brotber  bad  a  dispute,  wbicb  of  tbem  should  obtain  a 
oertain  woman  fi>r  wife,  to  whom  both  were  equally 
attached.  His  (brother  succeeded  in  obtaining  her, 
but  afiberwards,  wbai  passing  the  hut  in  which  the 
couple  lay  fast  asleep,  he  strung  his  bow  and  shot  a 
poisooed  arrow  through  his  brotber^s  heart.  When 
relati^  this  story^  he  did  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  jocular 
a&ir. 

It  is  a  remaricaUe  fact,  that  insanity  is  a  disease 

fdmost  unknown  among  the  natives  of  Sou£h  Africa. 

May  this  be  ascribed  to  their  compleat  exemption 

&om  the  car^  of  life,  both  as  it  respects  the  present 
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and  the  future  wcM-ld.  They  can  deep  as  soon,  and  as 
sound,  when  they  have  not  a  morsel  to  eat,  as  when 
their  bags  &re  full  of  food.  They  calculate  no  time, 
consequently  have  no  care  respecting  old  age,  never 
connecting  death  with  the  length  of  time  they  may  have 
lived :  and  even  if  they  4kl  so  Qoonect  it,  little  uneasi- 
ness would  follow,  for,  like  the  French  jMosopheiB 
in  the  mad  days  ci  Robespiere,  they  consider  death  as 
an  eternal  sleep.  These  philosophers  had  evidently 
reverted  to  the  opinions  of  their  forefathers,  when  in 
the  savage  state.  I  hope  many  of  tbem  aaw  their  error 
before  they  felt  it,  when  too  late. 

In  the  evening  we  attended  an  examination  of  the 
people,  from  a  Dutch  catechism,  which  b  customary 
once  a  week. 

S  1st.  Having  been  employed  everaiDce  our  aiTivaI,«f 
writing  liters  to  tbe'cOioqy  aikd  to  England,  about  son^ 
set  some  lauaket-shots  were  fired  at  a  little  diMttioe 
which  I  concluded  ^nts  announcing  the  anival  of  some 
of  our  people  and  the  GiiqiBaa,  wha  wxe  left  be^ 
bind  at  the  confluence  of  the  Yellow  and  Malalareen 
rivers,  to  shoot  aea  cows;  but  a  messenger  soon  $n* 
sounced  that  a  <a0id4eopard  had  been  sho^  and 
they  wished  me  to  see  it  before  it  died :  of  course 
we  hastened  to  the  spot,  but  he  had  fallen  down  and 
e3q>iredbefi)re  weanrived.  The  length  of  his  fore  1^ 
measured  nearly  six  feet,  so  that  a  high  bone  coaM 
have  walked  irnkr  his  belly:  Aom  #ie  hoof  to  the 
top  of  tb&  head  he  meaeuied  fifteen  feet   The  perM 
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«fao>8hot  it  made  me  a  present  pf  the  dkin  to  cany  to 


August  L  We  had  three  public  meetii^  for.woi^ 
iddpy  which  were  all  weU  attended)  and  the  peofde 
seemed  to  listen  with  attention. 

2Qd.  One  pf  our  people,  who,  on  our  first  coming 
to  the  Great  River,  had  collected  many  different  kindf 
of  stcmes,  was  looking  ovex  and  throwing  many  of  them 
away,  having  now  better  knowledge  of  the  article.  Age 
and  experioQce  discover  many  things  to  be  trifles 
which  in  youthful  days  were  highly  esteemed. 

3rd.  A  little  after  midnij^t  a  messenger  arrived 
with  the  information,  that  a  large  party  of  Caffires, 
who  had  for  some  time  been  residing  at  Zak  River, 
were,  with  a  party  of  Bushmen,  marching  to  attack 
the  settlement  The  bell  being  rung,  the  inhabitants 
were  immediately  cc^ected,  to  consider  what  was  best 
to  be  dofse  on  the  occasion*  They  agreed  fimt  to 
dispatch  a  few  armed  men  to  gain  intelligence  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  repwu 

.  The  CafSres  have  an  art^  way  pf  making  their 
attacks.  They  march,  at  a  moderate  rate,  till  they 
come  within  about  two  days'  journey  of  tliose  whom 
they  mean  to  attack,  when  they  halt,  kill  a  cow  or  ox, 
and  eat  as  much  as  they  can ;  after  which  th^  set  off 
in  the  evenings  and  continue  runjoing  at  a  great  pace 
|be  whcde  night,  that  they  may  foil  upon  the  people 
Y  y  2 
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by  surprise  in  the  morning.  By  this  means  they  are  fie- 
quently  successful.  We  visited  their  burying  j^tmnd, 
which  lies  in  a  retired  comer,  among  hills,  about  a  mile 
S.W.ofthesetdement.  They  dig  their  graves  deep;  and, 
as  they  do  not  use  coffins,  but  wrap  the  body  in  skin% 
they  dig  a  place  out  of  the  side  of  the  grave  near  die  bot- 
tom, lilce  a  shelf,  in  which  they  deposit  the  body,  lest  the 
stones  which  are  thrown  in  should  press  too  hard  upon 
it.  On  the  surface  of  the  ground  a  lai^  stone  is 
placed  at  each  end  of  the  grave. 

On  a  hill,  a  few  hundred  yards  off^  is  a  heap  of 
stones  raised  against  a  small  cliff,  which  is  reported  to 
be  a  Bushman's  grave,  and  probably  is  cut  out  of  the 
rock.  So  sacred,  however,  are  the  repositories  of  die 
dead  considered  here,  that  even  though  there  are  re- 
ports that  property  lies  concealed  under  the  stones,  it 
never  has  been  examined.  Nothing  can  be  conceived 
more  solitary  than  these  receptacles  of  the  dead,  being 
chiefly  visited  by  lions,  wolves,  and  other  wild  beasts; 
but  the  Son  of  God  shall  discover  them  at  the  termi- 
nation of  time :  they  shall  hear  the  sound  of  the  resur- 
rection and  judgment  trumpet,  and  hasten  from  retire- 
ment to  mingle  with  innumerable  multitudes  who  shall 
assemble  on  that  awful  occasion.  They  are  happy 
who  can  think  of  it  with  pleasure. 

Boozak,  one  of  our  zealous  christian  Hottentots  fitHn 
Bethelsdorp,  remained  with  some  of  the  Griquaas  be- 
hind, at  the  mouth  of  the  Malalareen,  to  shoot  the 
hippopotamus.     They  went  about  a  day  and  a  balfs 
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jooroey  hig^  up  toe  Yellow  River,  where  they  found 
a  kwge  kiaal  (tf  Basbmen,  with  about  two  hundred  of 
whom,  he  and  John  Heodric  had  various  meetings  for 
instructiOQy  which  pleased  them  so  much,  that  they 
requested  the  meetings  to  be  more  frequent  They 
mentioned  our  purpose  in  coming  to  this  part  of 
Africa,  when  they  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a  teacher 
sent  to  them  also.  The  mission  .to  the  Makdareen 
Bushmen  will  probably  include  them. 

5th.  Our  Cafiire  news  turned  out  to  be  a  hoax  by 
the  Bushmen. 

6th.  The  people  in  this  part»  being  a  mixed  race, 
went  by  the  name  of  Bastards;  but  having  represented 
to  the  principal  persons  the  oiiensiveness  of  the  word 
to  an  English  or  Dutch  ear,  they  resolved  to  assume 
some  other  name.  On  consulting .  among  themselveis, 
they  found  the  majority  were  descended  from  a  perscm 
of  the  name  of  Griqua,  and  they  resdved  hereafter  to 
be  called  Griquaas.  In  the  evening  there  was  thunder, 
imtno  rain. 

7th.  There  fell  during  the  night  a  considerable 
quantity  of  rain.  We  had  a  meeting  with  all  the  male 
inhabitants  of  the  settlement  who  were  in  the  town,  to 
consider  various  points,  especially  about  regulations 
for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
community. 

I  endeavoured  to  explain  to  them  the  necessity  and 
design  of  laws  for  the  government  of  every  society-^ 
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tfiscif  therevtrenolawagakifitjnurder^.aiid  oa  fnr 
nisbment  anoMed  to  the  ooonniBsum  of.it^  tbeo  evecy 
man's  life  was  in  danger  of  fadng  taken  fiom  him, 
even  on  the  most  firivdoui  ooeaskvi^-if.nokw  agsinat 
theft,  then  the  propeitj  of  the  industrious  was  at  the 
mercy  of  the  idle;  and  in  case  iimj  should  beoome  a 
much  more  numerous  people^  which  was  not  .im{»io- 
bable,  should  they  remain  without  lawi^  all  would  be 
anarchy  and  confiision — that  by  appointing  rulers  or 
judges  to  execute  the  laws  they  might  adopt,  they  were 
not  giving  away  their  power,  but  only  lending  it  to  the 
judges,  for  their  reciprocal  advantage — and  that  in  the 
history  of  the  world  there  was  no  account  of  any  peo- 
ple existing  and  prosperii^  without  laws.  I  com- 
mended them  highly  for  having  raliaquisbed  a  wanr 
dering  life  and  become  a  stationary  people,  and  said 
I  was  happy  that  they  were,  from  experience,  con*- 
vinced  of  its  utility;  jmd  asnired  them  that  in  propwr 
tien  to  the  length  of  time  diey  remained  iiere^  they  and 
tiieir  chUdren  would  become  attadied  to  the  spo^  and 
be  desirous  to  promote  its  prosperity;  that  they  woidd 
feel  it  become  a  hcMne,  of  which,  while  wanderers^  they 
were  destitute. 

After  Mr.  Read  bad  stated  various  particulars  re-* 
specting  their  proceedings,  at  Bethelsdorfv  followed 
by  remarks  &om  Messrs.  Anderson,  Janz,  and  the  two 
native  Captains  or  Chiefe,  every  person  present  conr 
sented  that  laws  should  be  made,  and  judges  or 
magistrates  chosen  to  put  them  in  execution ;  and  that 
a  meeting  should  be  heU  in  the  afternoon  to  consider 
what  laws  should  knmadiately  be  made  in  reference  to 
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Ibe  cUef  crimes  geoerafiy  oonumtted,  and  that  the 
firamiog  other  kws  respecting  inferior  orimes  ^Otild 
be  deferred  till  circumstances^  which  mi^t  arise; 
should  point  out  their  necessity. 

It  was  agreed  that  their  two  Captains,  or  Chieft^ 
should  continue  to  act  as  commanders  in  things  re- 
quiring the  public  safety  against  fcroign  attacks.  |  The 
whole  peoi^  likewise  resdved  that  henceftnth  they 
shooki  be  called  Griquaasi  instead  of  Bastard  Hotten-^ 
tots,  and  the  place  called  Griqua-town,  instead  of 
Klaar  WatCT. 

During  the  intoiral  between  the  irieetingi,  I  drew 
up  some  general  lawif,  ai^  the  following  were  iagreed 
to  by  all  present 

I.  That  wilful  murder  be  in  eveiy  case  punished 
by  the  death  of  the  murderer.  The  execution  to  be 
always  public,  either  by  hanging  or  shooting. 

IL  That  housebreaking  be  punished  by  ptMicwhip^ 
iriqg— for  the  second  oflFence,  whippirigand  hard  labour, 
during  a  term  which  Ae  judges  may  consider  proper, 
or  which  may  be  afterwards  agreed  to. 

III.  For  stealing  a  bull,  ox,  cow,  horse,  sheep,  or 
goat;  to  be  punished  by  restoring  double,  or  more^  as 
shall  be  decided  by  the  coure— for  a  second  similar 
offence,  whipping  and  restoring  double— for  a  third 
similajr  offence,  a  term  of  labour  to  be  added  to  the 
former  punishment. 
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IV.  For  Stealing  fixm^a  gardeo,  either  whipfiiiig.or 
a  term  of  labour  for  the  person  io  whose  garden  the 
robbery  was  cooiinitted. 

v.  For  robbuig  from  a  field  in  aatumD,  douUe 
restoration. 

VI.  For  allowing  cattle  to  feed  near  growing  corn, 
if  diey  go  into  that  field,  and  eat  or  destroy  the  grain, 
the  prc^rietor  of  the  cattle  to  pay  double  the  loss  that 
VQfiLj  have  been  sustained. 

VII.  If  a  Bushman,  Coranna,  or  any  stranger  be 
murdered,  the  murderer  shall  receive  the  same  pu- 
nishment as  for  murdering  a  Griqua. 

VIIL  Going  upon  a  commando  for  plunder,  to  be 
punitdied  by  a  term  of  labour,  and  the  property  taken 
to  be  restored  to  its  owners. 

IX.  If  a  Bushman,  Coranna,  or  other  stranger, 
commit  murder,  theft,  or  any  other  crime  within  the 
limits  of  the  Qriqua  country,  the  punishnnent  to  be  |die 
same  as  if  he  had  been  a  Griqua. 

X.  That  no  person  shall  take  it  upon  him  to  punish 
another,  whatever  injury  he  may  have  received.  fit>m 
him,  but  must  bring  his  charge  ag^unst  that  person, 
and  prove  it  by  witnesses  before  the  court,  which 
shall  determine  what  is  fit  to  be  done. 
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XL  That  no  persoDy  who  is  to  be  a  judge  in  any  cause, 
is  to  receive  a  pneaent,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  any 
,of  tiie  parties  whose  cause  is  to  be  tried  before  him. 

XII.  In  order  to  evade  rule  eleventh,  should  a 
person  promise  to  ^ve  at  a  future  time  a  present  to 
any  of  the  judges  who  are  to  try  his  cause,  that  person 
riiall  be  £ned,  and  if  unable  to  pay  the  fine,  shall  be 
adjudged  to  give  a  term  of  labour  in  proportion  to  the 
Talue  of  the  fine. 

A 

XIII.  That  all  persons  flying  firom  justice  in  the 
colmiy,  in  consequence  of  some  crime  they  have  com-> 
mitted  and  coming  among  them,  shall  be  delivered  up 
to  such  persons  as  may  be  sent  in  pursuit  of  ttem. 

XIV.  That  every  person  who  shall  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  executimi  of  the  laws,  shall  be  pumshed 
as  the  court  shall  judge  proper. 

They  likewise  resolved,  that  nine  ma^trates  should 
be  chosen  to  act  as  judges  at  Griqua  town,  and  one 
at  each  ctf  the  two  principal  out-posts,  who  is  to  judge 
in  smaller  cases,  but  others  are  to  be  remitted  to  the 
judges  at  Griqua  town. 

That  the  two  captains^  Bern  and  Kok,  with  Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Janz,  be  a  court  of  appeal. 

That  the  limits  of  their  country  be  marked  out  in 
the  course  of  one  month,  and  the  magistrates  chosen. 
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The  peoi^  haring  nprened  a  de»e  tfiat  the 
MisMooary  Society  AoM  send  miauoauries  to  the 
principal  out^posts,  we  staled  to  tfaea  the  ^loal 
expense  to  the  Society  which  even  one  missionary 
would  occasion,  by  the  thne  be  reached  their  couatiy, 
for  his  educatioD,  out-fit^  passage,  and  jouimy  to 
Griqna  land;  wfaerefOTe,  that  as  praficteDce  had 
socreaeed  tfaeir  worldly  mifastaoc^  they  sbodd  endea* 
TOur  to  aid  the  Society,  in  tending  teacbeia  lo  tbtm. 
One  man  might  engage  to  gL^e  an  ox  annually  to  the 
funds,  others  a  sheep,  or  goat,  or  ele|dianf  s  tooth,  &c. 
To  this  priq^osal  they  wianinmaify  conoMited. 


It  was  liicewiae  molwri,  tlmt  as  Ibey  had  no  circa^ 
lating  soedkiin  anK>ngst  them,  by  which  diey  coidd 
purchase  any  small  artide,  such  as  knives,  scissars, 
dottiing,  &e.  auppoaiDg  a  ahop  to  be  estaUished 
amongst  them,  which  tbty  were  anxioos  thai  thepe 
should  be — they  should  apply  to  the  Missionary  Sacte^ 
to  get  silver  pieces  of  difierent  value  coined  for  them 
in  Bnghnd,  wdiich  the  rtiissioiiann  would  tdie  for 
ibeir  aMowaaoe  £roai  the  Sodeky,  Imvwig  CMqoa 
town  mariced  on  lbem«  It  is  pt^kMe  that,  if  lUs 
were  adoftad,  in  a  isbort  time  lliey  wadd  dradi^ 
among  all  the  nations  round  abaot,  and  be  a  9MI 
convenience. 
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NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE  IN  GRIQUA  LAND-CHURCH--^ 
SCHOOL-WAOGCXNS— TRADES. 

9X  Gnqna  towawMl  the  out-pooto  ooomeled  vitb  k. 

Men  •  •  •  •  ^ ♦  291 

Waam ^  ••  39& 

Boy* 310 

GirJ§-----f 866 

1S66 

The  m^nber  of  G^monaa  who  coDsider  them** 
«9lvM  oopMclod  mth  the  Griqbaaa^  for  the  sake  of 
protection,  ma^y  oi  whom  attmd  occ<isk>iiaUy  for 
iostructiooy  aod  some  statedly,  arc^  as  neaiiy  as  oaa 
bo.  ascertained  1341,  maJung  the  total  of  Griquas  and 
Corannas  £607* 

The  eburch,  or  cbristiao  society,  consists  of  twenty- 
i  mm,  and  sixteen  women.  There  have  hem  added, 
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cluring  tbe  last  twelve  months,  two  men,   and  two 
women. 

Several  of  the  members  endeavour  to  teach  others 
the  things  of  God,  especially  on  their  joumies. 
Likewise  at  different  out-posts  there  are  members  of 
the  church  who  meet  with  the  people,  frequently  on 
week  days,  and  always  on  the  Lord's  day,  to  converse 
with  them,  to  read  the  scriptures>  and  to  unite  in  prayer 
and  praise. 

The  number  who  attend  the  school  at  Griqua  town 
is  various  according  to  circumstances,  but  those  who 
attend  at  different  times  are  stated  at  two  hundred  and 
ten.  At  Hardcastle,  an  out-post,  forty  are  taught 
by  a  daughter  of  Fortuyn  a  member  of  the  church. 
At  other  out-posts  the  care  of  youth  is  committed  to 
difierent  members  of  the  church,  who  can  read.  It 
is  supposed  that  upwards  of  a  hundred  persons  can 
read,  and  a  few  can  write. 

Many  of  the  people  have  gardods,  but  tobacco  holds 
a  distinguished  place  in  them  all.  Many  acres  of 
land,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  especially 
around  Griqua  town,  are  cultivated.  They  have  a 
con^derable  number  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  goats,  and 
these,  with  other  outward  comforts^  the  people  admow- 
ledge,  have  considerably  increased,  since  they  became 
a  stationary  people.  For  the  first  five  years  after  the 
inissionaries  came  aniong  them,  like  wild  Arabs,  they 
urandered  about  from  place  to  place,  notwithstanding 
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frequent  expostulations  by  the  misskxiBries.  All  was 
in  vain  till  ibey  gained  over  to  their  sentiments  the 
two  captains,  and  a  few  of  the  principal  men.  The 
missionaries  deserve  great  credit  for  their  patience  in 
submitting  so  long  to  that  waodeiiDg  life. 

Twenty-4bur  waggons  belong  to  the  people,   but 
most  of  them  are  nearly  worn  out  by  use,  as  from 
their  ignorance  and  simplici^,  they  are  often  taken  in, 
by  the  boors  in  the  colony,  from  whom  they  jMirchase 
their  old  waggons.     The  boors  have  only  to  cover 
them  with  pitch  or  tar,  and  though  rotten  to  the  heart, 
the  simple. Griquaas  will. purchase  them  as  good,  and 
new,  and  however  fi^uendy  they  may  have  been 
taken  in  formerly,  it  makes  them  no  more  cautious  in 
purchasii^  the  next;  a  few  fine  words  from  the  boor 
makes  all  r^t     If  any  of  them  in  travelling  through 
the  colony,  express  a  desire  to  be  able  to  purdiase  a 
waggon;   there  is  hardly  a  boor  who  will  not  give 
them  one  on   credit,   if  he  has  it  to  dispose  of; 
they  are  so  faithful  in  paying  their  debts.     In  this 
manner  many  a  y^ran  waggon  has  found  its  way  to 
Griqua  land,  there  to  deposit  its  dust 

Trades  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist  in  Griqua 
land.  There  are  some  who  may  be  termed  bambus- 
makers,  or  makers  of  vesseb  of  wood  for  holding 
milk  or  water.  Some  can  do  a  littie  at  smithVwork, 
in  repairing  waggons,  and  one  man  (Fortuyn  at 
Hardcasde)  can  construct  a  waggon.  From  the 
appearance  of  the  new  meeting  house  they  are  building, 
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which  stands  imfiotthed,  there  most  be  txAoMj 
good  inasoDS  among  them.  The  womea  make  mati 
of  rushes. 

Upon  the  whde  I  believe  this  imsBioD  hat  beca 
a  great  blessing  to  this  part  of  Africa.  Here  I 
received  much  attentioD  from  the  miasioDaries  and 
their  fiunilies^  and  from  many  ci  the  people^  and  £dt 
pain  at  Ibe  diou^  ci  soon  partii^  from  tbem»  to  see 
them  no  more. 

8th.  Durii^  the  ni|^t  a  wolf  was  so  bold  and 
vorackais  that  he  entered  the  town,  and  devoured 
three  sheep.  As  we  were  ready  to  depart  on  the 
monrowy  Mr.  Bead  preached  a  fiuewdl  (Kscoone  m 
die  morning  fixxn  Rer.  vL  9,  and  m  the  iwnirig  I 
preadied  from  S  Cor.  xiii.  IK  About  three huodrod 
peqile  wefe  present  each  time. 
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JOURNEY  ACROSS  THE  CONTINENT  OP  AFRICA. 


VISIT  HAKDCASTL&-AaB«ST06  lfOUNTAINS-*4U)WIAND. 
HILLrDORP— CROSSING  THE  pREAT  RIVER. 

J.  HE  next  inisaioiMurjr  station  to  be  visited  was  in 
Natna^pia  hnd,  which  lies  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa  near  Ibe  mouth  of  the  Great  River,  while 
Chriqaa  land  Kes  tovmnds  the  eastern  shores.  Only 
two  ways  predated  tbemsehesy  either  to  return  almost 
to  Cape  town,  and  trai^l  to  Namaquahnd  along  the 
wesmn  coast,  which  would  be  A  journey  of  at  least 
Aree  or  fixir  months,  supposing  that  onr  cattle  shoidd 
be  aUe  to  hold  out^  which  was  extremely  doubtful; 
the  other  was  to  go  dinecdy  across  Africa,  following 
Ibe  course  of  the  Great  Rifer,  which  had  bef<xe  been 
attemfrted  by  two  fjofopeans,  but  they  fuled,  in 
consequence  of  ridges  of  rocks  nmning  up  from  the 
Great  River  for  upwards  of  twenty  miles  inland,  over 
which  no  waggon  eouM  travel,  and  the  country 
ainieaied  w  banm  wmi  ^  that  they  ntunied  to 
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driqua  town.  The  probability  of  our  crossing  over 
to  Namaqua  land  in  four  or  five  weeks,  and  thereby 
saving  two  or  three  months,  and  likewise  of  discover- 
ing what  was  in  the  very  heart  of  Africa,  were  such 
irresistible  inducements  as  determined  us  to  hazard 
the  attempt 

Early  in  the  morning  our  people  b^^an  ta  pack  the 
waggons,  and  every  thing  was  ready  for  our  departure 
by  ten  o'clock;  but  our  oxen  had  broken  out  of  the 
enclosure  in  which  they  were  kept  during  the  ni^t, 
and  no  one  knew  in  what  direction  they  had  wandered. 
People  were  sent  in  different  directions  to  search  for 
them,  but  we  were  kept  in  suspence  respecting  their 
return  the  whole  day,  until  six  in  the  evening.    But 
as  it  was  moon  light,  we  resolved  to  set  off  directly, 
which  we  did  on  taking  leave  of  our  firiends.    Mr. 
Janz  accompanied  us  in  his  waggon  with  some  o(  his 
friends,  together  with  three  waggcxis  belbnj^  to  the 
Griqiiaas,  intending  to  see  us  safely  across  the  Great 
River.    When  about  half  a  mile  distant,  they  fired 
a  farewell  salute  firom  difierent  parts  oi  the  settlement 
as  is  the  custom  in  the  colony.    At  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  after  travelling  between  hills  fcom  Griqua 
town,  we  arrived  at  what  we  named  Ewing  Fountain. 
The  night  being  cold,  and  the  ground  cov^ied  with 
hoar  frost,  and  fire  wood  being  scarce,   B&er  our 
worship  we  hastened  to  rest.    Travelled  S.  W. 

lOth.  The  risii^  sun  discovered  'that  we  were  in  a 
beautifiil  small  plain,  surrounded  mAt  hilk    At  nine 
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A.Mr  we  left  ^wu^PlaiD,  and,  after  a  pleasaat  Jowr 
uey.^Qf  two  hours,  arrived  at  a  Coramna  kraal  ia  Milk 
Valley,  where  Mr.  R.  preached,  through  a  Coranoa 
interpreter,  to  the  people.  Afterwards  the  laws  made 
for  Griqudand  were  read  to  them,  most  of  whom  con- 
sented to  them,  and  their  names  were  taken  down. 

,   ..         .        f  '  .  •    -  t     *      : 

I  sboukl  have  notioedy  that  two  of  our  Hottctntoto 
fit)m  Betbelsdorp,  when  on  the  eve  of  leaving  Griquar 
town, 'made  known  their  attachment  to  two  lemale$ 
whom  they  w^h^  to  marry  and  take  ivith  them ;  but 
it  be^g  imppasiUe  to  get  ih^  consent  of  friends  fiowdr 
4enly,  tbey  could  not  obtain  their  brides^  diough  bpth 
the  fi^males  were  v^  willing  to  gp  with  the  men*.  Mr* 
Andersoawas  guardian  to  one  (Oftb9m^  but  her  bix)* 
tber  was  absents  however  he  said  that  another  maa 
was  paying  his  a()di^8(^  to  her^  and  thai;  be  was  sur^ 
.  that  her  only  reason  for,  {Kefeniog  this  oiV9,.  was  the 
idea  of  a  long  ride  to  Bethelsdorp,  and  when  you  are 
gpoe^  said  he,  it  will  aU  be  forgotten  by  the  two  girls ; 
for,  added  he,  these  people  are  all  children. 

At  four,  P.M.  we  left  Milk  Valley.  Passed  Reed 
Fountain,  where ,  Mr.  Kicherer  and  others  had  a 
missionary  settlement  some  years  ago,  but  where  they 
only  remaipied  a  short  time.  The  situation  is  oi[i  a 
plain,  surrounded  by  hills.  At  that  time  the  fountain 
was  a  gopd  one,  but  now  it  is  almost  dried. up,  per? 
haps  by  reaching  a  body  of  sand  undergrouod.  At 
nine,  P.M.  we  reached  Hardcastlej  one  of  the  outr 
posts  belonging  to  Griqua-town,  where  we  were  kindly 
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received  by  Bern  (one  of  tbe  Captains)  and  the  people, 
who  were  soon  collected  into  a  lai]ge  room  built  for  a 
preaching  place,  where  Mr.  R.  preached  to  them. 
TraTelledS.W. 

11  th.  Day-light  discovered  the  beauty  of  the  scenery 
that  surrounded  Hardcastle.  It  lies  in  a  valley  not 
above  three  miles  in  cireumfermce,  surrounded  by  the 
Asbestos  Mountains  of  diversified  shapes.  There  am 
four  long  passes  between  the  mountains,  leading  from 
it  in  different  directions,  which  not  only  increase  tbe 
convenience  of  the  situation,  but  add  greatly  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  prospect  around.  Some  of  us  walked 
after  breakfast  to  examine  tiie  asbestos  rocks,  where 
we  found  plenty  of  diat  rare  mineral,  between  strata 
of  rocks.  That  which  becomes,  by  a  little  beating,  soft 
as  cotton,  is  all  of  Prussian  blue.  When  ascending  a 
mountain  alone,  I  found  some  of  the  colour  of  gold,* 
but  not  soft,  or  of  a  cotton  texture  like  the  Uue ;  some 
\  found  white,  and  brown,  and  green,  &c.  Had  this 
land  been  known  to  the  ancients  in  the  days  of  impe- 
rial Rome,  many  a  mercantile  pilgrimage  would  have 
been  made  to  the  Asbestos  Mountains  in  Griqua  land. 
Were  the  ladies'  gowns  in  England  woven  of  this  sub- 
stance, mai^  lives  would  annually  be  saved,  that  are 
lost  by  their  dress  catching  fire;  for  (loth  made  from 
it  stands  the  fire,  and  the  ancients  burned  their  dead 
in  such  doth  to  retain  th^  real  ashes.  A  considerable 
portion  of  it  is  used  in  making  their  roads.  It  is  veiy 
remarkable  that  it  is  called  by  the  Griquaas,  hand- 
kerchief itone.     ' 
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T-A-o    rir.y.rs  3UILT  &  i]?3'>:a3:tei})  by  mawy  skall  birds. 


HAiRDCASTLi;  IN   GRIQUA     COITNTRY. 


SOUTJil    E.NTX.irTCK    TO    SlLViKR-  FOUNTAIN     VAL3-.EY. 
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The  Bushmen  over  the  whole  country  lay  daim  to 
all  the  honey  in  the  mountains  as  their  property.  Th^ 
mark  the  hives  in  the  rocks,  as  farmers  maik  their 
sheep;  and  should  they  find,  on  their  r^ular  visits, 
that  any  hive  has  beoEi  robbed,  they  are  sure  to  carry 
off  the  first  cow  or  sheep  they  meet.  They  say  that 
Corannas,  Matchappees,  and  Moroloi^  have  cows 
and  sheep  that  live  upon  the  grass  of  the  land ;  that 
they  have  none,  wherefore  they  have  a  right  to  the 
bees  who  live  only  on  the  flowers.  Their  right  is  not 
invaded,  because  all  fipfl  it  their  interest  to  let  the 
Bushmen  obtain  the  honey,  and  then  to  purchase  it 
from  them. 

At  sun-set,  thirteen  Corannas  riding  on  oxen  ar- 
riml,  who  made  an  odd  appearance.  Theybdoogto 
a  neighbouring  kraaL  After  the  laws  lately  made  at 
Griqua-town  had  been  read  and  explained  to  the  peo- 
ple at  Hardcastle,  they  were  also  read  to  the  Corannas, 
who  all  consented  to  conform  to  them.  Most  of  them 
expressed  satisfectioo  that  now  they  were  to  have 
rules,  being.convinced,  firom  experience,  of  the  incon^ 
venience  of  living  without  law. 

A  meeting-house  of  stone  stands  unfinished  here,  the 
same  as  at  Griqua-town :  the  best  house  at  Griqua- 
town  is  also  in  the  same  state,  and  so  is  the  best 
house  here.  They  are  very  defective  in  persever- 
ance; but  they  have  engaged  soon  to  finish  all  these 
works. 

9  A  S 
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Mr.  Jan?  preaebed  at -seven,  A.M.  Mr.  Reed  at 
two,  P.M.  apd  J  atf^evi^n,  P.M.  wHea  Upwahls  of  a 
hundred*  persons  were  presetit.'      ^  ^'     '    

ISth.  During  tbe  day  many  Griqoaas  arrived,  on 
oxeo,  from  difierent  parti  <rf  tbe  <!Ountry  aroiidd.^  We 
intended  leaving  Hardcastle  eaity  in  ibe  afternoon, 
but  Providence  oveTruled^our  ^posfe  by  two  cirtum- 
stances,  the  straying  of  five  of  our  oxen,  and'  li'  sup* 
ply  oi  sbeep  for  khip  jtturriey  Across  the  contident 
not  arriving,  wbich  afforded  another  dpportutiity'  of 
preacfaing,  first  tatbe  Coranhasr  who  baed  tome  iirom 
a  distance,  then  to  tbe  Griquaas;  after  wbicb"d^  tew^ 
made  for  Griqualand  were  read  them,  to  which  they 
all  assented,  and  promised  to  obey  them.    An  old 
Gomnda,  whea  his^opiiiioti  was  aesfeed  concerning  tbe 
kws^  said  tbM  he  appMvedMof  thete  as  gobd  and  toe- 
eessfuy  J  not  for^faaefiseir,  for  lie  nev^  did  any  ibing 
wfong>;    Jbot  he'  appM)ved  of  Hbkm   as  good  'for 
oAeis^  pointing  particiilal^ly  tobis^onntrymen  around 
bim.    Had  he  been  a  Jew,'  We  i^h6uM''haVe*put  Mm 
d»wn  for  a  Phariste.  When'thetriiftmes  were  given  in 
to  be  recorded,  as  havingconsented  to  thd'laivs, Uiey 
appeared  highly  diverted  at  bearing  each  others  names. 
They  laughed  most  when  an  old  man  said  his  name 
wa8>wolf.  '  Indeed the^oldmah  seemed' to^asbamed 
6f  bis  y)wn  name; '  for  -  all'^are  eifemite  *  to  wolvfes  ;*  buit 
we  told' him  diat  one  of  the  gneatcttt  commaiklers  in 
oor  coMtty  btfd  tbl^nAm^of  WoU&,  which  pttt  an  etfd 
to  tbe  laughter.  ' 
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M6si of tiie tones' €ff  which  theinountakis here  are 
composed  i^b  yellow^  and  douad  likebelKinetd  on  Ming 
against  each  other :  they  are  finely  dhttpedfbr  building, 
being  generally  flat.  They  ^  intend  immfediately  to  begin 
brecting  a  meeting-house  for  the  worship  of  God.  On 
finisbing  this^  Bern;  their  GiEiptftin  and  some  others  de- 
sign to  baUd  better  houses  fchr  themselves^  to  which  ^we 
haw  frequently  urged  them,^  as  cdculatedto  draw  them 
more  offectuaHy  from  il  wandering  Kfe,  to  which  they 
still  feel  a'propmsity ;  and  as  an  ox  can  carry  on  its 
back  any  of  the  bouses  in  which  most  of  them-now 
Hve,  they  are  enconraged^  hy  this  facility  of' removing, 
often  to  take  long  and  needless  jotfmies  with  their 
eattle.  Ihey  likeii^ise  consented  to  build  immediately 
a  krge  passage-boat,  for  crossing  theXjUeat  Rrrer  with 
passengers,  from  which  they  are  only  aboil  t  eighteen 
mies  distant:  we  waited  in  vain  five-days  tO'get 
across.'  We  recommended  their  building  'a  shed  for 
the  boat  at  a  safe  distance  fit)*  thfe  river,  which  no  ris- 
ing of  it  could  reach.  They  have  several  acres  of  land 
cultivated,  in  a  beautifiil  vale  a  Uttle  to  the  south  of  the 
village.  . 


t  : 


Number  jof  persons  at  Hardcastle  and  dotrict  coi^ 
nectod  itdtbit^.'ii    <)i    a  :  ,:-,i,  ni  r    r.i>ihi> ', i  /  i> 

'  Men ' 110 

Wtfmen ^  i6S 

Boy5'»' 110 

©iris -..V 100 

Coirannas  •*• ■""  400 
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13th.  Left  Hardcastle  at  deven,  A.M.  at  which 
time  our  caravan  consisted  of  eight  waggons^  besides 
horses,  oxen,  and  sheep;  but  most  of  these  were  to 
leave  us  as  soon  as  we  should  get  across  the  Great 
River.  The  day  was  plei^sant,  but  the  wind  rather 
strong  for  so  sandy  a  part  of  the  country,  for  it  blew 
the  sand  in  clouds  upon  us,  and  rendered  it  uncom- 
fortable to  travel.  At  Reed  Fountain  one  of  our  wag- 
gons left  us,  to  go  eastward  to  Griqua-town,  and  we 
continued  travelling  direcdy  north,  among  the  moun- 
tains. At  six,  P.M.  we  halted  at  Paard-berg,  (or 
Horse  Mountain,)  so  called  because  in  the  sickly 
season  for  horses,  they  are  frequently  sent  hithor 
to  escs^pe  the  disease,  and  generally  with  success, 
owing  to  its  height  There  is  a  Coranna  kraal  and 
a  fountain  of  water  in  a  circular  valley  at  the 
bottom.  We  visited  the  kraal,  and  were  kindly  re- 
ceived; but  son^  of  the  children  were  excessively 
afraid.  Most  of  the  Corannas  attended  our  worship 
at  the  waggons. 

14th.  Forty-six  Corannas  attended  worship  in  the 
morning,  when  many  things  ^ere  told  them,  through 
an  inteipreter,  about  God  and  the  Saviour.  The  laws 
for  Griqualand  were  also  read  to  them,  with  nrfiich 
they  expressed  themselves  much  satisfied.  Left  Horse 
Mountain  Valley  at  noon,  (thermometer  66,)  and 
after  a  pleasant  jcmmey  among  hills  till  six,  P.M.  we 
arrived  at  a  Griqua  village  where  Nicholas  ,Bem, 
brother  to  the  Captain,  resides.   Travelled  N. 
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Remarkable  is  the  attachment  which  the  natives  of 
warm  climates  have  to  the  manners  and  customs  of 
their  forefethers.  The  Chinese,  Hindoos,  Turks,  and 
many  other  nations,  dress,  build  their  houses,  &c.  in 
the  veiy  same  way  as  their  progenitors  did  two  thou- 
sand years  agp.  In  south  Africa  it  is  the  same.  If 
you  see  only  one  Matchappee,  Coranna,  or  Bush- 
man's house,  you  see  an  identical  pattern  of  every 
house  belonging  to  that  particular  nation.  As  birds 
of  the  same  kind  build  their  nests  exactly  al^e,  so  do 
the  different  African  tribes,  hardly  ever  dififering  in 
size. 

15th.  Mr.  R.  preached  in  the  morning  in  Dutdi 
to  the  Griquaas,  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Janz 
preached,  through  an  interpreter,  to  thirty-two  Coran- 
nas  who  came  from  the  neighbourhood.  In  the  after- 
noon they  reversed  it.  While  we  were  celebrating  the 
Lord's  supper,  the  Corannas  sat  witnessing  it  with 
serioasness. 

Near  our  waggons  I  observed  a  camel-thorn  tree 
stripped  of  its  leaves  by  the  winter  which  was  just 
over,  but  there  were  three  branches  of  a  different 
kind  of  tree,  or  bush,  which  had  been  ingrafted  into 
it  by  a  bird,  which  is  a  common  occurrence  in  this 
country;  these  three  branches  were  ftill  of  leaves. 

16th.  We  named  this  out-post  Rowland  Hill  Dorp» 
Thermometer  at  noon  76.  At  one,  P.M.  we  departed, 
and  till  three,  P.M.  travelled  due  N.  when  turning 
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round  the  point  of  a  hill  w^  travelled  westward  over  a 
desart  of  sand  until  eight,  P.M.  when  we  reached 
Van^ittart  Mountains,  and  travelled  S.W.  ia  which 
direction  we  continued  till  )half  an  hour  after  midni^t, 
when  we  halted  in  a  eomer  foreied  by  the  hills^  wher^ 
there  was  no  water.  We  na^ied  it  World's^end-comcr, 
from  the  remarkable  solitariness  of  the  place. 

We  halted  B^eral  times  during  this  long  and  fiattigu- 
ing  (journey  over  sand,  especially  after  the  going  do^n 
of  the  sun,  for  auKHig  seven  waggons  there  must  oftep 
be  something  going  wrong,  either  an  ox  becoming 
restive,  or  some  part  of  the  harness  breaking;  and 
when  one  waggon  stqps  in  such  a  country  as  this,  the 

rest.mufit  wait  for  it,  as  it  is  dangerous  to  travel  alone. 

.»         ...... 

17Ui.  When  day  light  appeared,  to  our  goeat  morti- 
fication we  found  that  a  fopntain  from  whence  we  ex- 
pected  water,  was  dried  up :  d>e  disappointment-was 
the  greater,  from  knowing  that  we  were  two  good 
days'  journey  from  the  Great  River,  which  was  the 
aearest  playcei  from  whence  we  expected,  evep  a  cup  of 
water;<'but  it  waS'fOecesaary^.by  a  great  e:i^ertion,  to 
tttvel  two  days- journey  in  one.  Some  Bushmen  with 
llieif  ^hief,  iv?hose  n%me  was  Owl,  visited  ue^  and  ^adly 
receiveda  present  of  a  little  tobacco^  The  view  from 
World's-end-corner  was  very  extensive  over  the  desart, 
in  which  the  eye  was  relieved  by  little  hills  of  various 
aliBpes  rising .  up  out  <of  the  sand.  Thermoocioter  at 
MpftSQ,:at  ]iVhich  4ime,we  ji^^g^  crossic^  VansiUart 
Mountain3,  which  bound  Griqualand  to  the  westward. 
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We  plucked  some  red  berries  firom  a  branch 
engrfirfled  by  a  Urd.oa  a  different  kind  of  tree.  They 
tare  filled  with  a  ^otioous  substance,  which  is  used  as 
bird  lime,  for  catching  birds.  On  clearing  Vansittart 
Mountains,  we  entered  a  desert  of  sand,  which,  com- 
mencing  at  the  Great  River  to  the  sooth,  runs  up 
Afiica.to  the  noith,  no  one  knows  how  far.  How- 
ever I  think  it  v^  probable  that  this  desert  is  the 
same  in  which  Mateere  and  other  Matchappees  tra- 
veiled  about  five  moons,  nearly  in  one  direction,  living 
entioely  on  wild  water  melons,  of  which  we  saw  many 
shewed  about,  which,  thoii^  of  a  very  nauseous  tastet, 
may,  on  an  emergency,  serve  both  for  food  and  drink. 
Many  a  melancholy  groan  proceeded  finom  the  poor 
thirsty  oxen,  while  dragging  our  waggons  through  deep 
sand  across  the  desert.  What  a  mercy  the  wind  did 
not  rise  and  bury  us  in  waves  of  sand !  Many  a 
longing  look  was  directed  towards  that  quarter  where 
we  expected  to  find,  the  Great  River,  but  when  the 
sun  forsook  us  and  went  to  illumioe  other  lands,  there 
was  no  indication  of  our.  approach  to  water ;  nothii^ 
but  pardied.sand  scantily  mixed  with  small  tufb  oi 
widiered  grass.  No  beasts  nor  birds,  and  but  few 
insects,  were  vbible ;  the  land  was  forsaken,  and  no 
doubt  it  is  the  desire  of  every  traveller  to  get,  out  of 
it  as  fast  as  possible.  In  a  word,  there  was  notbmg 
jn  it  either  to  please  die  eye,  to  gratify  the  taste,  or  to 
quench  the  thirst  Exactly  at  midnight  the  cry  of 
river!  river!  relieved  us  all,  and  made  us  at  once 
forget  our  toils.  Our  oxen  having  tasted  no  water 
during  two  long  and  toilsome  days'  journey  seemed  as 
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if  unable  to  contain  as  much  water  as  they  fdt  they 
reqaired.  The  nnountains,  which  bounded  Doneaa 
Desert  to  the  westward,  we  named  Tdgnmoiitfa 
Mountains. 

]8th.  When  every  thing  seemed  almoat  ready 
ibr  crossing  the  Great  River,  bebokl  our  spate 
oxen  were  mfesing.  The  day  bc^fore  they  wete  sent 
Arward  under  the  care  of  Ibvee  of  our  men,  but 
towards  evening  some  £lks  appearing,  the  men 
left  the  oxen  and  pursued  them,  and  (he  oxeo, 
^ey  said,  having  smelled  the  river,  proceed^ 
with  such  haste  towards  it,  that  tiiey  lost  sight  of 
them,  and  could  not  afterward^  trace  them  out 
These  men  went  in  search  of  them  eatly  in  the 
cnomin^  and  were  expected  ev^ry  hour.  In  the 
afternoon  about  twmty  people  from  Oriqua  ladi 
joined  us,  who  intended  to  vidt  some  (tf  their  rehti^tt 
&rther  down  the  river,  and  to  travel  with  us  for  the 
sake  of  protection.  They  observed  bo  traces  in 
crossing  the  desert  dthor  of  our  men  or  oxen.  Of 
course  we  began  to  fear  our  oxen  had  £UkD  into  the 
bands  of  wiM  Bushmen,  ftnr  they  are  generally  blamed 
fer  all  the  mischief  that  is  done.  About  nine  P.M.  I 
Ibund  there  were  no  tidic^  of  our  Men,  for  our  mea 
had  returned  without  finding  them,  but  some  people 
from  Griqua  land,  who  had  just  arrived  oa  ox 
back,  had  observed  the  foot  marks  d  our%  and  some 
were  appcmted  to  go  in  search  of  them  eariy  in  the 
morning. 
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'  On  the  banks  of  the  river  near  our  waggons  w«m 
ttw  roed  bouses  pretty  well  nnde^  and  several  spoil 
of  i^uad  planted  with  tobacco^  one  of  the  okl  stalks 
of  wbidi  measured  eight  feet,  the  property  of  some 
bastard  Bushmen  who  reside  here  while  it  grows,  to 
guard  it  till  it  comes  to  perfectioa 

The  rifer  divides,  immediately  opposite  where  we 
halted,  into  three  streams^  ooeasiooed  by  two  islands, 
haH  after  passit^  the  islands  they  reunite^  It  is  eon-* 
sklefed  a  good  place  for  oroaring. 

Idth.  Several  of  our  pec^  went  off  early  thia 
uomii^  in  seardi  of  the  oatUe  lost  two  days  ago,  and 
<f£  others  vdbich  had  strayed  since  that  time.  The 
scarcity  of  grass  at  tins  season,  being  immediately 
after  winter,  disposes  the  cattle  to  move  farther  and 
father  off  in  the  hope  of  findiiq;  more. 

After  breakfiist  I  took  a  sditary  walk  for  about 
wSie  bi^xx  up,  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  on  pitft 
pose  to  make  sketcdies  of  some  parts  which,  viewed 
fiom  a  distance,  appeared  interesting.  I  asc»ded 
to  the  top  of  a  high  rook  nearly  in  the  middle 
•f  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  here  is  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  lined  with  high  banks 
eoveeed  widi  trees,  so  that  none  of  the  country  can  be 
seen  beyond  them, .  except  looking  either  up  or  down 
the  river,  which  renders  the  scene  retired  and  romantic. 
€hi  taking  out  my  paper  and  pencil,  I  was  struck,  as 
I  jm^gined)  widi  the  noise  of  men  drivii^  cattle^ 
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which  I  hoped  might  prove  to  be  our  lost  ijoiea 
returning.  This  supposed  sound  led  me  to  descend' 
from  my  rock,  and  hasten  to  the  south  bank  to  know 
the  truth.  I  reached  a  little  emiivence  amoi^  the  trees, 
from  whence  I  could  neither  see  our  oxen  nor  men,  and 
though  there  was  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  caiee  noise^ 
I  could  hear  nothing  stirring.  On  turning  my  ear 
northward  I  listened  with  deep  attention,  but  could 
distinguish  no  sound,  though  sometimes  I  iiEmcied  I 
heard  a  distant  roar  of  a  lion,  and  at  other  times  the 
bark  of  a  dog.  I  turned  my  ear  eastward,  and  west- 
ward, and  southward,  listened  and  listened  again,  but 
nothing  was  audible  except  the  &tant  cry  of  the 
raven,  or  the  still  chirp  of  some  solitary  bird~no 
rattling  of  carriages,  prancing  of  horses,  or  craddi^ 
of  whips,  as  in  Cheapside  or  the  Strand ;  no,  a  dead 
terrifying  silence  brooded  over  the  land.  I  hesitated 
for  some  time  whether  to  resume  my  seat  on  the 
rock,  or  return  to  the  waggons  in  quest  of  intelligence; 
my  inclination  preponderating  to  the  latter,  I  walked 
thither,  but  found  nothing  was  known  respecting  our 
oxen.  However,  soon  after,  we  detehnined  to  cross  the 
Great  River,  and  on  the  other  side  to  wait  for  our 
missing  catde,  for  the  river  m^ht  possibly  rise  while 
waiting  on  the  north  side,  and  put  a  i3top  to  our 
proceeding  for  many  days.  It  was  surprisii^  we  did 
not  thinjk  of  this  sooner,  as  we  had  made  so  narrow 
an  escape  at  our  former  crossing  it 

The  bank  of  the  river  being  betwe«i  forty  and  fif^ 
feet  high,    and  almost  perpendicular,    our    people 
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employed  tbemsdves  very  laboriously  io  cutting  it  down 
in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  waggons  might  get  to 
the  channel  of  the  river.  By  two  o'clock  all  was  in 
reading  for  crossing.  Our  three  waggons  were  got 
down  the  steep  bank  without  any  accident.  The 
first  branch  of  the  river  was  cdmpleatly  dry ;  of  courae 
we  all  travelled  with  ease  to  the  west  point  of  the 
fiiBt  island^  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
distant^  at  which  place  the  real  crossii^  conunenced. 
Captam  Bern,  John  Hendric,  and  one  or  two  others 
first  entered  the  stream  on  horseback  to  examine  its 
depth.  The  current  was  strong,  and  it  was  about 
three  hundred  yards  wide.  An  ox^  carrying  on  his 
back  the  materials  of  a  house^  above  which  sat  a  little 
naked  b(^)  was  the  first  of  our  train  that  entered^ 
followed  by  the  loose  oxen,  the  sheep,  and  the  goats ; 
most  of  the  two  last  were  to  be  dragged  by  the  men 
till  they  got  beyond  the  stroi^st;  part  of  the  stream; 
during  which  they  made  no  small  noise,  like  the 
screaming  of  children.  Our  three  waggons  followed — 
then  eight  or  ten  Griqua  women  riding  on  oxen,  most 
of  whom  had  childreti  tied  to  their  backs — nex^  came 
aeveral  men  mounted  on  oxen,  sooie  of  whom  had 
fembles  in  tow,  holding  tliem  by  the  baqd,  to  assist 
them  against  the  current.  I  observed  a  little  boy 
holding  &st  by  the  tail  of  an  ox,  the  whole  way  across, 
violently  screaming  while  the*  current  was  strong* 
The  prooessioh  was  closed  by  a  mixed  multitude  of 
men,  boysy  girls,  dogs,  loitering  oxen,  sheep,  and 
goats.  A  great  many  of  the  oxen,  sheep^  and  goats 
were    the    propierty   of    the    Griquaas    who   "went 
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mth  us  on  a  visit  to  tbeir  fneDcb  domu  the  Great 
River. 

We  were  all  now  on  an  island,  comfdeady  mt- 
rounded  by  water.  We  walked  to  its  western  point, 
from  whence  we  crossed  the  next  arm  of  the  river,  wbiob 
was  about  two  bundled  yards  ovte,  in  &e  same  order, 
and  with  the  same  success  as  the  former,  and  came 
to  another  island;  walking  across  it^  we  came  to  the 
last  branch  of  the  river,  which  might  be  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide^  which  we  crossed  nuich 
in  tbe  same  way,  only  the  shaft  of  my  waggon  ^lit 
when  descending  the  steep  side  of  the  island ;  it  held, 
however,  though  when  ascending  the  opposite  baid^ 
which  was  steep  also,  it  gave  some  serious  cradEs, 
as  if  on  the  eve  of  breaking  to  pieces,  when  we 
expected  every  minute  tbe  waggon  would  videody 
roll  back  into  the  river,  but  after  all  we  safely 
landed. 

When  we  had  all  got  safe  on  die  south  side  of  the 
Great  Rvrer,  the  greatest  difficulty  seemed  to  remain, 
for  we  found  ourselves  iq^pafently  hemmed  in  by  a 
thidoet  of  trees  a  quarter  of  a  mile  deep,  whidi 
appeared  to  be  impenetrable  by  waggons.  This  was 
a  serious  obstruction*  We  thought  of  baiting  on  tbe 
spot,  and  cutting  a  path  across  the  wood;  but  ikk 
would  be  a  work  of  time;  and  likewise  to  halt  on  a. 
level  with  the  river,  and  so  near  i^  nnglM  pmve 
eattremdy  hazardous,  for  shouki  it  tfweil  in  coase* 
iiaeace  of  rain  liMgh^r  tgp,  every. thu^  ve  possessed 
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would  be  swept  down  by  the  stream,  and  should  this 
happen  in  the  night,  when  we  were  asleep,  we  should 
also  be  carried  away  together  with  our  property — 
and  such  risings  of  the  river  frequently  occur  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour.  After  much  examination, 
an  openmg  in  the  thicket  af^peared  a  little  higher  up 
the  river,  vfbkk  we  entored,  and  dier  penetrating 
through  various  obstructions,  and  passing  different 
ascents  and  descents  of  the  ground,  in  a  winding 
direction,  we  at  length  reached  thb  extremity  of  the 
wood,  to  the  no  small  satisfaction  of  us  aD.  We  were 
about  three  hours  in  accomplishing  this  formidable 
bnaiiiess  of  crossing  that  noUe  river.  Otir  kind 
Oriqua  fi^endS)  whose  wagg(M»  were  on  the  other 
sad^  weif  obliged  uaooiedtiitely  to  separate  from  us^ 
aa  ^  sua  was  gooe  dowi^  iu;id  they  scarcely  had 
light  to  find  their  way  across  to  their  fcysods,  who  no 
doubt  were  imxiouBly  expecting  tbenu  We  &k 
uwh  at  parting  especially  with  John  Ueodrii^  who 
bMi  oewr  left  us  from  hk  first  jc»ning  us  on  this  side  of 
tbe  Great  River,  ioMEiediately  after  we  bad  croese4 
tb#  BushmMi  couotryi  about  three  iwnths  beforoi  but 
had  followed  us  in  all  our  jourMyipgi. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.  XXX^ 


DtPBDIMENTS-OUR  MOTLY  COMPANY-PASS  A  GORAN- 
NA  KRAAL-ESCAPE  FROM  A  UON— FILPS  KRAAL- 
WHIRLWIND— HUIMAN'S  KRAAL 

Aug.  mb. 

1  HOUGH  arrived  safidy  on  the  south  side  of  At 
Great  River,  we  had  still  somethiDg  to  trouUe-  us 
fix>Qi  the  other  side,  for  there  were  no  tidings  of  die 
recovery  of  our  ei^teen  oxen,  though  it  was  die 
fourth  day  since  they  were  missing.  Plaje,  my  wag- 
gon driver  a  very  active  Hottentot,  returned  finom 
die  search  in  ccNOsequence  of  his  hoive  bei^  unable 
to  travel  any  further  on  the  deep  sand.  One  horsey 
belonging  to  a  Griqua,  died  through  fadgue.  There 
were  odier  oxen  besides  ours  also  missnig.  In  other 
parts  of  the  country  they  would  have  traced  them  by 
their  footsteps  Imig  ere  now,  but  in  diat  sandy  desert 
there  are  flocks  of  Elks  constandy  traversing  it,  by 
which  means  the  footmarks  of  our  oxen  are  rendeied 
invisible,  as  well  as  by  the  drifting  of  the  sand.  Our 
position  was  very  pleasant,  in  a  hollow,  surrounded  by 
trees,  and,  thou^  not  within  si^t,  we  were  within 
hearing  of  the  river;  and  from  the  ravages  of  time 
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upOD  many  of  the  trees,  we  bad  abundance  of  firewood. 
To  witness  generations  of  trees  piled  one  upon  ano* 
tber  is  solemn,  impressive,  and  instructive;  one  cannot 
help  musing  on  tbis  striking  representation  of  tbe  ra- 
vages of  time  on  tbe  generations  of  mankind.  Thermo^ 
meter  at  sun-rise  40 :  at  noon  76. 

SI  St.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  76,  with  strong  wind 
blowing  clouds  of  sand  upon  us.  We  bad  a  Uttle  boy, 
named  Dookstens,  (or  Asbestos,)  travelling  with  us.  I 
had  supposed  that  much  of  bis  blackness  was  owing  to 
dirt  coverii^  his  skin;  I  therefore  took  him  to  the 
Great  River,  to  try  if  I  could  wash  him  white ;  but 
though  I  washed  long,  with  the  aid  of  soap,  I  found 
him  to  be  tbe  Ethiopian,  whose  skin  could  not  be 
made  white. 

A  little  before  dinner  we  were  gratified  by  die  sight 
a(  our  strayed  oxen  again.  There  were  altogether  up- 
wards of  fifty,  thirty-three  of  which  belonged  to  the 
society  instead  of  eighteen,  as  I  at  first  understood. 
They  had  actually  returned  to  Rowland-Hill-Dorp, 
just  at  the  time  some  Corannas  arrived  there  who 
were  to  accompany  us  down  the  river,  who  brought 
them  along  with  them.  Our  people  had  returned  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river  after  a  very  laborious  though 
unsuccessful  search  for  them  in  the  desert.  One  of 
them,  Keyser,  had  nearly  lost  his  life  for  want  of  water. 
He  felt  as  if  fire  had  been  about  tbe  middle  of  his 
back;  he  frequently  thi'ust  his  head  into  the  middle 
of  a  bush  to  smell  the  damp  that  might  be  there,  while 
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those  who  wore  with  hkn  dug  up  cold  saiid  and.  pot  it 
OD  his  back,  whioh  he  was  obUgad  to  do^  firom  bush  to 
bush,  until  he  reached  the  river. 

SSnd.  Mn  and  Mrs.  Jam^  fieni,  Henddc,  and  N^ 
Bern,  came  across  in  the  morning  and  spent  the  day 
with  us  in  worship,  which  oUiged  us  to  undargo  a  se- 
cond time  the  pain  of  partii^.  Mr.  Janz  freached  in 
the  mommg,  Mr.  Reed  m  the  afternoon,  and  I  in  the 
evening.  Thermometer  at  noon  76. 

'  S3rd.  Begra  at  daylight  to  prepaiefiwmoviBgddwn 
the  river,  which  we  found  very  difficult  to.  accomplish/ 
owing  to  a  mixii^  of  the  cattle  bdongii^  toourfirieodi 
on  the  other  side,  with  ours,  and  likewise  to  our  Jbaving 
some  additional  cattle  with  which  our  peofde  were  not 
so  well  acquainted.  The  Corannas  and  Griquaas  were 
ready  first,  and  set  off  before  us.   Tn^  it  wasa  novel 
ngjht    Were  such  a  party  to  traverse  the  ^teeela  of 
London,  I  think  the  crowd  «isch.  a  sight  would  ocoasioB 
would  be  inferior  to  none  that  ever  assamHed  before* 
I  counted  twenty-one  persons  mounted  on  oxen,  chiefly 
womenin  skin  doaksy  most  of  them  sealed  on  the  top. 
of  their  stufl^  high  above  the  backs  of  their,  oxen: 
There  were  also  three  flocks  of  catde,  and  one  of 
goats  and  sheep  behx^ing  to  the  soeiety,  GTiquaa% 
and  Corannas^  with  various  pedestrians.  At  ten,  A.Mi 
OQT  waggons  followed  in  the  rear,  guarded  by  our 
Hottentots  carrying  muskets.    At  rteven,  A.M.  owe 
passed  a  Coranna  kraal,  who  had  come  only  on  that 
morning  to  reside  thoe.    The  women  were  all  busy 
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i&:raisu^  their  huts,  vthidtk  is  a  business  exchisively 
allotled  to  diem.  Tbej  seemed  considerably  alarmed 
at  seeing  us,  and  peiiiaps  the  more  so  as  their  mm 
were  not  come  forward*  I  obsenred  a  venerable  old 
woman  who  was  bUnd,  and  appeared  the  oldest  person 
I  Jiad  seen  in  South  Afiica.  The  skin  of  her  bocfy  did 
not  appear  to  be  united  to  her  flesh,  but  rather  re« 
sembled  a  loose  sheet  wrapt  round  her.  The  women 
oontinued  very  busy  at  work  as  if  they  did  not  observe 
us,  but  this  was  evidently  the  eflfect  of  fear. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  was  interesting 
from  the.  variety  of  hills  that  were  in  view,  and  the 
whidings  of  the  Oreat  River,  but  aU  barren  in  the 
extreme,  and  seemingly  incapable  oi  cultivation,  being 
either  sand,  gravel,  or  covered  with  stones.  The  ther^ 
mometer  in  the  shade  at  noon  was  80 ;  of  course  tra- 
veHk^  in  the  sun  was  truly  oppressive.  Except  the 
Coranna  kraal,  we  did  not  see  a  human  being  the 
whole  day,  nor  any  animals  except  a  few  fowls.  At 
four,  P.M.  we  halted  for  the  ni^t,  as  the  heat  had 
been  very  oppressive  to  our  oxen.  We  had  the  re- 
semblance of  an  encampment  there  being  about  eight 
XT  ^ne  feres,  surrounded  with  people  cooking  victaab 
and  conversing  cheerfully  togeAer,  tiiough  many  of 
them  knew  not  where  the  next  day's  meal  was  tx>  be  ob- 
tained, unless  they  killed  some  of  thek*  sheep  or  goats, 
■which  th^  are  not  fond  of  doing  if  th^  can  avoid  it 
Their  dependence  is  chiefly  on  game.  Travdtted  W« 
Three  of  our  people  were  sick. 

3  c  « 
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S4tb.  We  had  rested  at  what  may  be  called  an 
elbow  of  the  river,  for  iostead  of  running  to  the  west- 
ward it  here  turns  towards  the  north.  The  place, 
which  we  named  Fraaer  Place,  (after  the  Landdrost 
of  Albany)  lies  between  a  hill  of  rocks  thrown  together 
in  a  confused  mass  and  the  river,  and  is  a  most  charm- 
ing spot  We  left  it  at  eight,  A.M.  and  travelled  over 
sand,  and  sometimes  small  gravel,  till  half  past  nine, 
A.M.  when  the  heat  became  so  oppressive  that  we 
were  obliged  to  halt  near  the  river  at  the  foNOt  of  a 
small  hill,  composed  chiefly  of  loose  rocks  of  blue 
flint  and  white  marble.  Here  we  killed  a  black  ser- 
pent four  feet  and  a  half  long,  and  eight  inches  in  cir- 
cumference :  the  day  before  we  killed  a  similar  one, 
two  feet  and  a  half  long.  The  birds  here  seem  to 
live  in  kraals  like  the  people,  for  twenty  or  thirty  nests 
frequently  appear  on  a  tree,  without  any  others  in  the 
immediate  vicinity.  We  were  tolerably  shaded  by  the 
trees  during  the  hottest  part  of  the  day ;  that  under 
which  we  dined  formed  a  complete  canopy  and  cur- 
tain around  by  its  hanging  branches. 

At  three,  P.M.  we  went  forward,  travelling  over 
sand,  in  which  were  many  large  stones  and  some 
small  sharp  ones,  which  are  very  injurious  to  the 
hoofs  of  the  oxen.  The  dry  beds  of  rivers  which  run 
in  the  rainy  season,  firom  the  steepness  of  their  sides 
were  sometimes  very  troublesome.  We  had  hills  on 
our  left  the  whole  day,  to  get  round  which  occasioned 
the  winding  of  the  river  smd  our  being  obliged  to  tra- 
vel N,    We  halted,  at  seven,  P.M.    Our  fires  were 
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made  under  the  thick  spreadidg  bougbs  of  what  is 
called  the  White-hole  tree,  of  which  the  Matchappees 
make  their  spoons.  Hottentots  and  others  frequently 
de&p  on  the  top  of  this  tree,  as  on  the  roof  of  a  house, 
to  escape  the  lions  during  the  night  On  such  an  occa- 
sion a  Hottentot,  while  asleep  on  one  of  them,  fdl  down 
upon  a  lion  that  happened  to  be  asleep  under  the  same 
tree.  The  lion  was  so  alarmed  by  the  suddenness  of 
the  stroke,  that  he  fled  far  enough  to  permit  the  Hot- 
tentot to  regain  his  situation  on  the  top  of  the  tree,  but 
it  is  very  probable  he  slept  no  more  that  night.  No 
natives  were  seen  this  day ;  all  was  a  silent,  forsaken 
wilderness.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  44 :  noon  84 : 
midnight  64. 

25th.  In  the  morning,  day  light  discovered  that  our 
situation  was  very  pleasant,  surrounded  with  hills  at 
various  dbtances,  with  a  fine  view  of  the  river.  Being 
now  far  from  the  sea  in  every  direction,  there  was  none 
^  of  that  moisture  in  the  air  which  the  sea  communi- 
cates, but  a  peculiar  dryness,  so  that  my  ink  was  almost 
instantly  dried  up  in  the  pen,  and  however -wet  the 
pencil  I  used  for  my  sketches  in  water  colours,  it 
was  almost  dry  before  it  could  touch  the  paper.  We 
removed  at  two,  P.M.  when  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  the  river,  in  order  to  get  round  some  hills  which 
it  approached.  The  way  became  more  difficult,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  unevenness,  but  also  from  the 
number  of  stones,  or  pieces  of  marble,  which  were 
thickly  scattered  about.  We  had  likewise  about  six 
times  to  cross  the  sandy  bed  of  a  river,  with  steep 
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vdm,  which  was  very  troublesoine.  Thii.  part  cf  Afika 
seems  to  be  completely  deserted  by  animals  of  every 
kiad.*  About  Ibuiv  P.M.  two  Conumas  came  to  u^ 
one  hafing  a  aheepskin  over  his  shoidder^  the  other 
an  old  man,  had  no  clothing.  They  begged  hard  for 
tobacco. 

About  sun^set  we  approached  two  Coranna  towra ; 
many  of  the  inhabitants  walked  to  the  top  of  a  neigh* 
bouring  hill  to  view  as.  We  haltedat  six,  P.M.  at  a 
litde  distance  fix>m  them.  Tbcy  had  many  hundred 
oxen,  cows,  sheep,  and  goats.  About  footy  of  them 
were  sitting  before  our  tent,  feastii^  their  eyes  by  gat- 
ing on  us.  They  brought  us  plenty  of  milk  to  barten 
Travelled  N.  aU  day.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  64 :  at 
Boon  82. 

S6th.  The  kraal  is  called  Filp  Kraal,  and  contains 
about  one  hundred  and  fi%  inhabitants.  About  half 
a  mile  on  each  side,  is  a  small  kraal  of  seven  or  eig^ 
houses  each.  Mostof  them  would  be  (^. to  receive  a 
missionary;  but  by  their  own  confession  they  aie  m 
divided  people,  and  seemed  vductant  to  ^ve  a  fbmud 
answer.  Tb^  neither  sow  nor' jdant,  but  depend 
entirely  on  their  cattle  for  subsistence;  of  course,  haa^ 
Ing  no  labour  to  engage  their  attention,  ift^is  pcobaUe 
tliey  sleep  away  the  f^water  part  of  their  life.  What  a 
Uessing  it  wodd  be  to  have  the  gospel  and  themrts  of 
civilized  life  introduced  amongthem!  They  af^iear 
to-  be  «  ddl,  ^oomy,*aAd  indifierent  people.  Our 
inivalKseemed  to.  make  no  hnprenoQ  on  any  nund. 
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excq>tin  prodoeiBgalittle  euriosity;  and  tbey  were 
«8  indifierent  aboot  our  departure,  as  i£tiiey  had  said, 
you  may  come,  wstay,  or  go;  it  b  the  saine  to  u& 
Tb^  are  ao  imouired  in  the  heart  of  this  great  cooti*' 
ttenty  that  probably  ^nooe  of  them  have  heard  of  any 
auu  At  our  departure,  (at  two,  P.M.)  a  few  women 
and  children  went  to  the  top  of  some  rising  ground, 
and  witnessed  our  moving  along,  but  with  a  duU,  un- 
meaning stare. 

On  the  north  ade  of  a  river  there  is  a  plain  without 
any  visible  end,  as  void  of  trees  as  of  hills,  producing 
only  brown  heath.  Our  way  was  chiefly  over  hard 
loose  stooes,  chiefly  marUe,  whiter  blue,  and  purple, 
which  was  very  Hrymg  to  oiir  waggon  wheels.  At  five, 
the.  iron,  rii^  of  <»e  whed  was  knocked  cS,  which 
obliged  us  all  to  halt  for  the  night  Travelling  N.W. 
Thermometer  at  sun-rise  44 :  noon8£. 

S7th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  4fi :  at  noon  84^ 
Near  our  waggons  was  a  solitary  grw^  having  a  heap 
of  stones  raised  above  it,  and  two  loogtiaes  j^ced  in 
the  centra  Whether  Bushmra  or  Coranna  was  buried 
there,  none  of  our  party  Jmew.  On  the  other  aide  of 
the  river,  to  the  north,  was  a  plain,  bounded  only  ^ 
theiuMriam,  without  trees,  and  covered  joviy  with  heath, 
which  very  pDobably  is  b  part  of  the  same*  desert  m 
had  Been  h^her  up.  The  Great  Biver  might  be  .led 
out  to  this  plam,  and  made  to  run  in  various  bsanches^ 
which  would  spread  fertility  as  £ur  as  these  branches 
extended;  but  in  this  land  there  are  no  peopte  who 
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have  bead  or  heart  for  rach  an  undertaking,  yet  the 
time  may  come  when  such  an  improvement  may  be 
made.  A  cooling  wind  generally  rises  a  litde  after 
noon,  which  is  peculiaiiy  acceptable  in  $uch  scorching 
days.  While  at  dinner  a  whirlwind  had  nearly  carried 
the  tent  in  which  we  sat  into  the  air.  Our  table  and 
dishes  were  covered  with  sand,  so  that  no  one  could 
taste  A  morsel  more.  At  four,  P.M.  we  departed,  bav^ 
ing  been  detained  by  the  repairing  of  our  whed,  and 
travelled  N.W.  till  six,  P.M.  when,  on  account  of  the 
roughness  of  our  way,  we  were  oUiged  to  halt  for  the 
night. 

S8th.  Thermometer  at  sunnrise  46 :  at  noon  66. 
The  morning  being  cod,  we  departed  at  seven,  and 
continued  travelling  over  stones  and  red  sand  until  de- 
ven,  A.M.  when  we  agedn  reached  the  river,  which 
makes  a  circuit  round  the  north  point  <^  a  range  of 
hills,  the  south  end  of  which  we  passed,  and  named 
them  Stuart  Hills.  At  three,  P.M.  we  proceeded.  As 
the  waggons  were  again  obliged  to  pass  itHind  some 
hills  before  they  could  rejoin  the  river,  three  or  four  of 
us  walked  along  its  banks,  but  dKNigh  pleasant  it  was 
extremdy  fieitiguing;  there  were  many  rocks  to  climb 
over,  and  thickets  of  trees  and  bushes  to  penetrate 
through ;  however,  I  was  repaid  by  a  ai^t  of  the  hippo- 
potamus, or  sea  cow,  which  stood  in  the  river  nearly 
covered  with  water,  into  which  it  sunk,  and  rose  at 
intervals  to  get  fresh  air.  Thore  it  remains,  and  feds 
enjoyment  from  ddng  so,  the  whole  day;  and  during 
the  night  it  graaes  in  the  vidnity  of  the  river.  At  aeveo^ 
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P.M.  we  and  the  waggons  arrived  at  the  same  spot 
near  the  river.  Their  way  was  very  rou^  as  well 
at  OUTS. 

We  saw  several  spots  where  tobacco  had  been 
{danted  by  some  people,  and  there  are  none  to  steal 
it,  for  the  land  seems  destitute  of  inhabitants.  The 
country  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  continues  still 
to  be  a  plam,  without  any  visible  end. 

S9th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  36.  At  noon,  66. 
We  were  all  glad  to  find  the  air  a  little  coder,  but 
our  waggons  sufiered  firom  the  absence  of  moisture 
in  the  atmosphere  as  the  timbers  were  all  shrinking. 
At  three  P.M.  we  departed  in  the  hope  of  reaching 
a  Coraqna  kraal  in  three  hours.  The  road  was  first 
over  stones,  then  hard,  and  at  last  deep  sand.  At 
six  P.M.  we  came  to  the  place  where  we  expected 
to  find  the  Coranna  kraal,  but  they  had  removed 
lower  down  the  river,  wherefore  we  halted.  I  preached 
in  die  forenoon  and  Mr.  Read  in  die  evening  but 
we  were  smry  we  had  not  the  congr^tion  of  Corannas 
we  apected.    Travelled  W. 

30th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  32*  At  seven 
A.M.  we  departed  and  travdkd  S.W.  until  nine  A.M. 
when  .we  arrived  at  die  Coranna  kraal  belonging  to 
Hans  Huiman,  a  Dutch  (or  bastard)  Hottentot  We 
saw  nothing  worth  reomling;  every  thing  was  in  a 
state  of  nature,  all  wilderness, '.  except  the  charming 
river  which  kept  us  ccmipaay  on  our  right,  whose 
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bftpks  coatiiiiied  lioed  with  (noes  on  both  Mff^ 
Three  men  beloi^Qg  to  Kak's  kmal  who  joioed  w 
the  day  before  on  their  way  to  Griqua  town,  rcAorptd 
with  us  to  Huimao's  kraal  this  morniDg,  as  they  said 
Kok  was  to  coDsult  us  about  r«mo¥ifig  to  Griqua 
laud;  and  th«y  wished  to  be  piesent  They  wett 
forward  to  apprise  K<^  of  our  approach.  KxXt 
kraaly^wbeu  neMxer  Griqua  land  some  yean  9gfh 
was  visited  by  Dr.  SomerviUe  and  Mr.  Trater  of 
Cape-town. 

After  bi^eakfast  I  walked  over  to  a  p«rt  o£  Huknan^ 
kraal,  which  stood  in  ibe  aiiddle  of  4  thudcet  of  tree% 
nJbout  half  a  mile  distant  It  ia  upon  an  eminence^ 
at  the  bottom  of  which  runs  a  small  )irook»  whidi 
(Kimes  from  the  Great  Riyer.  The  village  oonsists  <tf 
six  houses,  wad  about  forty  inhabitants,  so  oompleady 
concealed  in  a  small  square  surrounded  with  toll  trees^ 
that  it  cannot  be  seen  from  any  point  when  approaching 
it,  till  you  are  among  die  trees.  Sorry  was  I  that  I 
could  not  ccHiverse  with  the  people;  we  coidd  mily 
look  at  each  other,  but  on  returning  to  die  waggons 
I  got  Cupido  to  go  and  tell  tbem  something  about  die 
Son  of  God  and  his  great  salvation.  Mr.  Read 
conversed  with  an  aged  blind  man  at  the  Kraal,  who 
coukl  speak  Dutch,  whom  he  fouhd  very  averse  to 
listen  to  any  thing  about  the  gospeL  Huiman  said, 
that  if  a  missionary  came  to  Kok's  kraal,  be  shbtdd  go 
and  reside  there.  As  they  abound  in  cattfe,  we  had 
pleedy  of  milk  while  we  remained,  The  people 
seemed  to  have  nothing  to  do  but,  like  their  dogs,  to 
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lie  squat  upon  the  grass,  enjoying  the  sunshine  until 
die  next  meal.  It  is  heart  rending  to  see  so  many 
dever  looking  young  people  having  nothing  either 
to  do  or  to  learn ;  their  parents  having  no  more  to 
inform  them  of  than  the  cattfe  have  to  tell  their  young. 
May  the  God  of  Israd  pity  them,  and  dispose  his 
people  in  £ngland  to  exert  their  utmost,  to  relieve 
them  from  their  present  state  of  wretchedness.  'Their 
language,  owing  to  the  strange  claps  of  the  tongue  on 
the  roof  of  die  mouth  must  be  difficult  for  a  European 
to  acquire,  but  I  hope  not  insurmountable.  Surely  it 
eanaot  be  so  d^ult  to  acquire  as  the  Chinese.  It 
cannot  be  a  copious  langu^ige^  as  tfaey  have  so  few 
thii^  to  talk  o^  but  must  be  a  pastoral  language,  only 
hiving  wordf  adapted  to  (he  poirt^ 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  HUTMAN'S  KRAAL-OBSTRUCTIONS- 
OX-RIDING— ROE'S  KRAAL  OF  0RLAM8,  &c.— UST  OF 
DIFFERENT  OORANNA  TRIKS-KOK]^  TREE. 

W  £  departed  at  diree  P.M.  when  almost. the  whole 
kraal  was  collected  to  witness  our  leaving  them.  Over 
many  a  bard  rock  were  our  waggons  dragged,  at  other 
times  throu^  deep  sand;  dry  beds  of  rivers  were 
frequently  occurring,  wbjich  were  very  troublesome  to 
pass,  and  which  often  made  us  anxious  about  our 
waggon  wheels.  At  five  P.M.  we  passed  a  building 
in  ruins,  which  had  been  erected  by  one  Stephams, 
whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned  as  having  fled  fixnn 
the  colony,  on  account  of  having  committed  forgeiy* 
It  had  been  intended  for  a  lai^  substantial  building, 
for  such  a  country  as  this,  and  peiiiaps  may  yet  be 
applied  to  some  useful  purpose.  It  stands  in  a  very 
rocky  part  of  the  country,  only  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  riuer.  It  is  well  built,  for  Ste[^anas  was  a 
mason,  and  all  was  done  by  himself  or  under  his 
direction.     At  seven  P.M.  coming  to  plenty  of  fire 
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woody  we  halted  for  tbe  ni{^^  which  was  piercing 
cold,  though  at  noon  the  thermometer  was  82.  Such 
extreme  and  sadden  changes  from  cold  to  heat,  and 
from  heat  to  cold,  must  considerabty  affect  the 
constitution.  Many  a  [otten  tree  that  had  lain 
unmolested  smce  the  ages  of  antiqui^  now  perished 
in  a  blaae. 

31st  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  34*  At  noon,  84. 
Departed  at  seven  A.M.  Several  of  us  walked  by  the 
side  of  the  river,  as  the  waggons  were  obliged  to  make 
a  circuit  round  some  hills.  In  two  places  I  observed 
rocks^  piled  above  each  other  in  die  form  of  piers, 
running  from  the  hills  neariy  to  the  river,  which  in 
after  ages  may  be  turned  to  some  advantage,  when 
I  bc^  the  countiy  will  be  increased  in  population 
and  civilization.  We  reached  the  halting  place  at 
nine  A.M.  but  the  waggons  did  not  arrive  tilLdeven 
A.M.  At  five  P.M.  we  were  agfuu  in  motion,  and 
travelled  till  seven  P.M.  one  of  the  worst  stages 
during  the  whole  journey;  sometimes  the  wheds 
>suak  into  the  sand  as  deep  as  the  axletree,  at  other 
times  the  way  was  so. covered  with  large  stones,  that 
there  was  no  cl^oice  of  road.  We  oAea  paused  to 
consider,  what  was  to  Jbe  done,  as  we  feared  it  was 
impo^ble  to  hold  on  much  longer,  without  having 
the  waggons  shivered  to  piece&  But  after  looking 
round,  in  every  direction,  without  deserving  any  way 
of  escaping  these  obstructiom,  we  were  obliged  to 
proceed,  and  Providence  brought  us  to  a  resting 
place  at  ten  P;M.  withoift  suffering  any  material  injury. 
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Wefbimd  a  waggon  standing  updcr  a  tree,  Itbelonged 
to  a  Griqoa,  who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  it  there^ 
in  coDsequenoe  of  his  oxen  being  uoable  to  draf^  it 
fiurther.    Travelled  W* 

Sept  1.  We  were  now  within  one  stage  of  Kok's 
kraal,  and  as  the  waggon  way  thither  was  very  circui- 
tous, ten  of  us  rode  on  oxen  by  the  river  at  nine  A.M. 
Tbe  way  over  the  hiUa  was  almost  impassable  even  to  . 
oxen^  being  covered  with  rocks  in  every  dircMrtion--^ 
n^  ox  was  sometimes  on  hb  knees,  and  on  risipg 
I  viras  sometimes  in  danger  of  havii^  my  eyes  pierced 
by  his  horns;  howevor,  in  two  hours, we  arrived  hi  tbe 
kraal^  which  is  situated  in  an  extensive  square  plain, 
bounded  on  all  sides  t^  low  bills.    The  fdain  is  sand 
with  tufts  of  grass  scattected  over  it    The  nMjfocity 
of  the  people  are  Oriam%  and  there  are  some  who 
forsook  Griqoa  kad,  quietly  to  ei^oy  a  plurality  of 
wives,  and  to  live  in  every  other  respect  witlKXit 
restraint;  of  cotnrse  much  wickedness  exists  among 
tbem.    Our  waggons  did  not  arrive  till  iom  P.M« 
tixe  way  beiog  long  and  roiq^;  at  ono  pUce,  all  the 
twelve  oaen  which  drew  tbe  baggage  waggon  lay  down 
flpon  the  gpxKmd,  being  unable  to  proceed     They 
wcie  obliged  to  leave  two  oxen  by  the  way^  bekig 
qirile  worn  out  nmd  anaUe  to  travel;  one  of  them 
Uedl  both  at  his  mouth  and  nose.    They  wtm  two  of 
Qw  iattest  oxen;  indeed^  such  in  general  finl.fint 
No  wonder  the  earth  here  is  turned  iMo  saad,  for  they 
hpd  fiot  had  a  Aowpp  of  rani  for  six  months^    Tfaqi! 
know  of  no  iiriiabitants  m  tbe  country  iamediatdy 
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beyond,  nor  north  of  tbeth;  indeed,  they  say  it  is 
impossible  for  people  to  exist  in  it,  as  there  is  not 
a  drop  of  water  to  be  iiad.  They  only  know  of  a 
few  Bushmen,  who  live  soqth  of  them,  till  you  come 
to  the  colony ;  yet  the  country  lias  its  beauties.  The 
hills  are  covered  here  add  there  with  fine  trees  and 
charming  shrubs,  and  that  which  is  immediately 
behind  the  kraal,  to  the  westward,  abounds  widi  rocks 
of  crystal,  sparkling  likts  diamonds,  and  also  of  marble. 
Were  a  lapidary  here,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  would 
soon  collect  a  waggon  load  of  valuable  stones.  There 
are  sand  hills  in  sight,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
red  as  scarlet  The  poor  inhabitants  are  enveloped 
in  igoorance  and  vice.  We  dined  entirely  on  flesh ; 
diey  have  no  grain  of  which  to  make  bread.  Here 
we  had  to  leave  almost  all  the  people  who  accompanied 
us  jwm  Griqua  land. 


Namfis  qf  thi  different  triba  of  Cwannas  on  the 
Gnat  River. 

Cahtuqutf  Stabbers. 

Kttrasidragers,  Weavers  tof  karbsses   or 

cloaks. 

SpringbokkerSf  Springbucks,  being  nume- 

rous like  that  animal. 

Kttraierty  or  Kkinbanii,  littto  ^tted. 

Nifkmar  Wtmgs,  Narrow  cheeks. 

KanmsgeiSf 

Boekbrief,  Letter  book 

Sh^eri,  Cutters,  or  taylors. 
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Hoogtensy  Heights. 

Zeekoe-^ragerSy     Bearers  (tf  sea-cows. 
Kabncncken,        Cat-people,  on  aocoimt  of  ttek 

haying  pursued  a  hartebeast  across 

a  ford  called  Cat-ford. 
TavemaanSy  Wizards. 

Kokerboomty         Quiver  trees.     Trees  firom  which 

the  Bushmen  make  their  arrows. 
SpmnekopsoogeTy 
Links  Staariy         Standing  to  the  kA— this  refers  ta 

those  at  Malapeetaee. 

Stid.  Each  of  us  collected  a  few  crystali2atioosfit)in 
die  hill  behind  the  kraal.  The  natives  smiled  at  our 
employment,  just  as  Ixmdon  people  would,  weie  th^ 
to  see  some  Chinese  visitors  picking  up  broiben  {^ces 
of  bricks  firom  the  streets,  and  puttiog  them  in  their 
pockets  to  carry  home  as  curiosities.  As  many  (tf  these 
sparkling  stcxies  might  easily  be  collected  as  would 
cover  the  front  of  a  house,  which  when  the  sun  shines, 
would  certainly,  in  pmnt  of  magnificence  and  gran- 
deur, vie  with  any  house  in  Mahomefs  imaginary 
paradise;  nay,  even  outshine  the  temple^  of  Solomon 
at  Jerusalem. 

When  waUdi^  towards  a  hill,  to  take  a  drawing  of 
the  koker  tree,  (die.  leaves  of  which  resemUe  the  atoe, 
and  which  we  have  seen  in  no  other  part  of  Afirica, 
thou^  they  are  very  numerous  here,  especially  on  dit 
summits  of  the  hills,)  some  young  people  were  advanc- 
ing towards  me,,  but  no  sooner  did  they  observe  m^ 
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4haii  they  «fled  terrific,  as  from  a  lioa-  While  they 
were  FumiiDg,  fuU  of  terror^  I  stood  wonderiqg  how 
they  cooU  poisibly  run  so  fastrin , so  hot  a  day.  lo 
£ve  mioates  all  were  out  of  sight,  coocc^led  among 
iht  hushes.  They  were  opt  imjleed  incjuoibered  by  any 
dress. 

•  The  k6ker  tyee  seems  to  <iel]|^t  to  grow  from  t)^ 
noAdry  and  rocl^  ground  on  the  hills,  and  is  ,ex* 
tremely  i^y  to  descend  into  the  plain,  standing. almost 
uniformly  aloof  on  the  tops  of  hills.  Many  of  them  are 
about  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  circumference  at,  the  hotr 
^m^  and  quickly  diminish  in  size  till  the  Ij^ranches  jcom- 
mesce,  which  is  at  a  height  jseldom  uKHre  th^n  seven  or 
eight  feet;  ilm  shape  of  the  cluster  of  bi;apches  resem* 
Ues  that  of  im  inverted  bason;  the  bark  is  whiter  isy 
tentaiaed  with  light  yellow,  and  has  a  shining  appear* 
ance  like  satin.  I  have  not  seen  one  in  flower.  Alto* 
gather  it  seldom  exceeds  sixteen  feet  io  height 

Mr.  It  preached  last  night,  Cqpido  the  Hottentot 
this  morning,  and  I  in  die  evening.  Cupido  illus* 
trated  the  immortality  of  the  soul  by  alludmg  to  the 
serpent,  who,  by  going  between  two  branches  of  a 
bwh  which  press  a^nst  each  other,  strips  himself 
once  a  year  oi  his  skin.  ^*  When  we  find  the  skin,'' 
said  he,  '^  we  do  not  call  it  tlie  serpent;  no^  it  is  only 
its  skin :  neither  do  we  say  the  serpent  is  dead ;  no^ 
for  we  know  he  is  alive,  and  has  only  cast  his  skin." 
The  serpent  Jbe  compared  to  the  soul,  and,  the  skip  to 
the  body  of  man. 
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Kck  related  to  t^  that  he  went  lately  with  a  large 
party  of  his  peof^  oti  an  expedition  agaiOBt  dephaab 
pD  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  that  thoi^  di^ 
travelled  five  or  six  days*  journey  up  the  country,  (or  k) 
fhe  nordi,)  they  did  not  find  one  fountain  of  water.  Oa 
inquiring  how  0)ey  lived  without  water,  lika  the 
Matchappees,  of  whom  we  made  the  same  inquiiy, 
Aey  said,  ^t  water  melons  w^e  every  whens  scat- 
tered over  the  ground,  which,  after  being  rqasted  an 
the  ^  yidded  |ood  water* 

drd.  C.  Kpk  seemed  disposed  to  ree6i\^  a  miisioih 
ary,  but  had  not  much  desire  of  it:  he  wished  to  leave 
the  decision  to  his  father,  old  C.  Kok,  at  Silver  Foun- 
tain, whom  we  expected  to  see  on  pur  return  from  the 
Namacqoa  mission.  In  his  kraal  there  are,  of  perKXH 
trhp  speak  the  Diit^  language,  and  who  are  catted 

Orlams  •••...• 215 

Corannas l80 

Bushmen 3Q 

Total  4S4 

It  is  extremely  desirable  to  make  this  ^  missioovy 
station,  as  it  would  unite,  by  a  kind  of  linl^  Ae  mo* 
sioos  on  the  eastern  and  western  coasts  of  Afika. 
Some  of  the  people  are  very  anxious  for  instruction. 
Itiere  is  one  man  who  can  read  a  little,  and  Kok  him- 
self knows  the  letters.  We  ux^  him  to  persevere  in 
learning  to  read,  pointing  out  its  impcNrtano^  shouU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIFT,]  CONTINENt  Ot  AFftlCA.  S9i 

he  obtain  a  copy  of  the  scriptures.  He  made  us  a  pre- 
msat  of  a  young  bull,  which  appeared  a  litde  wild; 
however,  one  of  otif  Hottentots  caught  it  very  dex- 
terously by  making  a  loop  at  the  end  of  a  rope,  whidi 
he  threw  at  the  animal  while  funnhig  full  spted,  and 
caught  in  it  his  hind  legs,  which  when  drawn  dose, 
laid  him  on  his  side,  when  they  kffied  him.  Kck  like- 
wise lent  us  fourteen  strong  oxen,  to  assist  us  in  tnh 
l^Kng  to  Namaiequabnd. 
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bEPARTURE  FROM  KOK'S  KRAAL- ASSEMBLAGE  OF 
ROCKS-IN  DIFnCULTY— HOTTENTOTS  DRINK  FCXSON 
OF  SNAKE— ESCAPE  FROM  UON&-SINGULAR  NESTS- 
WILD  BUSHMEN  SHOOT  A  HOTTENTOT  AND  CAPTURE 
OUR  CATTLE-STEPS  TAKEN— REGAIN  OUR  CATTLE- 
HOTTENTOT  DIES-JOINED  BY  NAMACQUA  MISSION- 
ARY— ARRIVAL  AT  PELLA. 

1  HE  next  haltiDg  place  on  the  side  of  the  Great 
River,  is  only  ten  miles  from  Kelt's  kraal  by  the  side 
of  the  river;  but  being  extremely  rocky,  we  were 
crii>liged  to  make  a  circuit  of  thir^  miles  round  the 
mountains,  to  accomplish  which  we  left  the  kraal  at 
five,  P,M.  The  road  proved  very  good  for  many 
miles,  and  lay  among  a  great  number  of  small  -hills 
composed  of  brown  rugged  rocks.  About  midnight  we 
got  so  entangled  among  rocks,  tliat  for  some  time  we 
knew  not  how  to  extricate  ourselves :  at  lei^^  how- 
ever, we  surmounted  them,  and  proceeded  until  the 
moon  set,  which  was  at  one  o'clock,  when  we  were 
under  a  necessity  to  halt  without  water. 

4th.  Every  one  awol^e  widi  a  headache  this  morn- 
ing, which  we  conduded  was  owing  to  the  great  beat 
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of  the  past  day,  aspadally  as  nflteted  Aom  the  aaod. 
Departed  et^  seven,  A.M..  and  reached  the  river  by 
nine^  A.M.  when  aU  had  an  opportiinUy  of  sitti^iag 
their  thirst    Tberoxwieter  at  noon  86. 

We  found  a  boor  from  the  colony  at  Kok*s  kraal, 
who  had  fidlen  deepfy  in  love  witti  a  black.wotnan,  and 
who  on  account  Of  the  opposition  cS  frieiids  to  his 
marrying  her,  and  likewise  of  the  minister's  refiising 
to  perform  his  office  had  left  the  colony  and  wanr 
dered  thither.  They  came  by  Soeidierg  to  the  Cradock 
Biver,  which  he  with  the  other  boors  had  formerly 
considered  to  be  the  Great  River,  but  he  travelled 
down  its  banks  till  it  brought  him  to  the  Great  River. 
The  couple  appear  low  spirited,  and  no  wonder,  for 
in  a  sense  they  are  out  of  the  woiU  while  in  it  They 
have  a  fine  boy  as  white  as  any  European  child, 
tboQgh  the  mother  isas  black  as  a  native  of  Mowunr 
Uque.  No  doubt  she  must  have  her  quaking  moments, 
lest  her  lover  should  grow  weary  of  his  baaiahment,  and 
forsake  h&c  to  re}<Hn  his  friends  and  civilized  society.    ) 

Beii^  joined  by  our  people,  cattle,  and  stingers 
who  were  to  come  by  die  short  road,,  we  departed  at 
four,  P.M.  and  tmvelled  over  deep  sand  to  the  W. 
until  six,  P.M.  when  we  halted  near  the  river.  The 
country  around  was  level,  sandy,  and  foil  of  marble 
rocks,  shewing  their  white  heads  above  ground. 

5th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  46:  at  noon  83. 
Remabed  till  four,  P.M.  when,  understandii^  that 
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our  nnt  bftUmg  place  wma  mAf  two  boun  disttn^ 
^  deptrtod,  tntMlliDg  N.W.  but  vm  dU  aoc  raidi 
it  tift  6liMa  o'dook,  at  oMich  was  oar  gaide  miBtakaa 
as  to  the  distanoe.  The  fint  part  of  the  itiad  wat 
among  low  barren  hills,  the  remainder  on  a  plain. 

6lb«  Having  beard  of  a  waterfidl  at  no  ffeM 
distance,  several  of  ns  set  off  at  nine  A.M.  with  our 
guide  to  see  it  We  soon  reached  what  might  be 
called  die  metropolis  oi  rooks,  for  so  extensive  a 
coHectioa  I  saw  no  where  dse.  They  lay  on  the 
surface  of  anany  mfle&  The  most  conspicudus  v 
about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  five  hundred  feet  lu^ 
It  has  the  appearance  o(  an  iron  hill.  Many  low  and 
\a^  hills  aie  composed  of  huge  rock?  piled  above 
tech  ether,  and  thousands  of  penderous  ones  lie 
scattered  over  the  giroond  in  every  dkwction^  to  a  great 
distance,  as  if  tiiqr  had  been  transported  thither  fay 
some  tremendous  eruption.  The  river  divides  itsdf 
kito  several  branches  which  run  in  deep  chasms,  cot 
out  of  solid  irook  peiiiaps  five  hundred  feet  deep.  M 
the  sides  veere  perpendicular  it  was  impossible  to  get 
down  to  the  river.  Astomthiown  from  thet^wasa 
long  time  before- it  reached  the  river.  We  had  heard 
of  die  wateriaU  fix>m  various  natives  when  we  were 
travelling  down  the  river,  but  none  of  them  liad  seen 
it  Several  had  seen  the  mist  arisii^  fipom  it,  but  the 
sound  had  so  terrified  diem  diey  were  afiratd  to  iq»* 
proach  it  After  a  search  of  several  houiB  no  water- 
fidl  was  either  seen  or  beard.  Our  people  who  came 
on  foot  by  the  side  of  the  river  from  Kok's  kraal  saw  a 
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/mfdl  M  of  the  rnmv  ^^  ^^  winch  we  w^re  m 
search  of  was  reported  to  be  fiur  grester.  W^ 
iEkaened  tnaaj  parte  of  the  river  in  thiese  cbasm^ 
^wlnch  in  ]the  rainy  season,  when  the  river  is  swelled^ 
puist  hav)B  a  most  terrific  appearance,  fixmi  the  quid^ 
jdesoent  among  huge  rocks;  and  being  so  far  beneath 
tbe^ur&oe  from  whence  it  is  viewed,  it  must  be  one 
of  the  grandest  scenes  imagoabifc  fiat  at  suohA 
season,  it  is  probabie>  no  Imman  eye  has  yet  seeh  it^ 
^  eoioitry  being  withoot  inhabitants. 

Having  descended  about  two  hundred  feet  down  the 
tiiBy  in  order  to  take  a  doetch  of  one  part  of  the  mer 
wh^  was  curiou^  our  guards  above  went  away,  not 
knowing  where  I  was.  On  returning  to  the  tq),  tiiey 
|dl  weie  gone.  WMe  wondering  what  was  become  of 
tben^  I  was  jomed  by  Mr.  Ready  who  was  equalfy 
torprised  at  then:  departure.  Our  danger  hiy  in 
muting vHth  lions  or  tigers^  while  we  had  no  meens^of 
(Mence.  The  hill,  composed  of  one  rock  was  our 
mnpass  by  which  we  were  guided  towards  our  wag^ 
goos.  It  wv  about  noon,  and  intensely  hot — ^we  both 
(Considered  |t  imprudent  thus  to  have  exposed  ourselves 
to  the  snn%  scorching  rays.  After  scrambling  over 
podis  about  an  Ivxir,  we  reached  the  river  which  wis 
greatly  iongsd  to  regain,  that  by  means  of  its  coding 
wateis  we  m^ht  allay  our  heat  and  thirst.  We  had 
the  precaution  not  to  drink  a  drop  of  water  till  we  had 
held  our  hands  and  feet  for  some  time  in  it,  which  sooo 
cflTculated  a  coctoess  over  us — then  we  washed  our 
heads^  after  which  we  ventured  to  drink,  which  wat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


400  JOUENEY  ACRDS&  THir'  (rg^s; 


skcK  gratifying  to  our  Uste  thm  to  best  -CooMuMiai  - 
CJiampftigo,  or  Madeba.  We  obeervcd  a  fock  near^ 
about  the  siae  of  an  orcHhary  iioine^  wtiidii  by  icnb)^ 
great  8wdl  of  the  riTer,  had  been  driven  from  its  plac^ 
and  so  inclined  against  another  as  to  ft>nn  a  roof 
capable  of  protecting  noan  or  beast  fiom  the  powerfiil 
rays  of  a  vertical  sua.  Tlos  rock  aeemed  to  invite  us 
to  .take  dbeher  under  i^wbieh  ve  did  for  at  least  half 
ah  :hQBr.  While  skto^  under  it^  d^^ttfully  cool^ 
we  could  not  but  reflect  upon  the  scripture  which 
compares  the  Saviour  to  *^  the  rtiadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  tend."  From  beneadi  tiie  diade  of  dus 
rock  we  came  as  cool  and  oomfortaUe  as  when  we  set 
out  in  the  nxuning.  There  not  being  a  bieaCh  of 
wind^.  and  the  river  gliding  gently  along,  and  ^  heat 
bavkig  silenced  the  feathered  songsters,  diere  was  in 
the  abeence  of  human  beii^  a  stillness  aknostfearfiiL 
We  found  some  difficulty  in  getting  from  the  bed  of 
the  river,  as  it  had  many  narrow  stiieams  and  pools^ 
lined  with  impenetrable  woods  of  the  mimosa  and 
other  trees.  Havii^  cleared  one  stream,  we  soon 
came  to  anodier,  which  had  all  invisiUy  run  under  the 
gravel  at  the  [^ce  where  we  had  eoleiied  the  bed  of 
the  river.  We  had  to  search  for  passi^  through  the 
thickets  made  by  the  wild  beasts;  at  lei^  dter 
passing  along  many  windings,  we  cleared  the  wood 
and  reached  our  waggons  about  two  6*dock,  tiled, 
thirsty,  and  hungry,  in  consequence  of  walking  almost 
constantly  for  five  hours  over  rugged  rods,  and 
without  eflfecting  the  object  of  our  journey.  But  it  is 
not  airprising  that  this  part  of  the  river  is  so  litde 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MMmA  COMTIHENT  OF  AFRICA.  401 


known  amai^  the  iuttive8  of  thisre^^on^  uaU  access 
io  it  is  60  es^tremdy  difficult  .  How  itiieae  dbep  difis 
or  excavations  in  solid  rock  (of  a  reddish  hoe),  as  hard 
as  flint,  tfaroiigh .  which  the  various  braKhes  of  the 
nv&^  ruQfiy  have  been  fanned,  I  cannot  coojecUire^ 
iHilfiBS  by  some  most  awful  coowbion.  k  seems 
swrprieing  that  such  a  wonderful  wwk  of  God  should 
lie  concealed  from  the  inspa^km  of  mankind,  in  die 
bosom  of  wild  Africa.  We  saw  many  serpents  but 
received  no  injury;  indeed  the  chief  danger  arises  from 
treading  on  them  unawares  among  the  long'  grass^ 
when  they  will  instantly  turn  upon  you  and  bite^ 
otherwise  they  will  generally  endeavour  to  escape 
ftom  you. 

It  b  very  common  among  the  Hottentots  to  catch 
a  serpent,  squeeze  out  the  poison  from  under  his 
teeth,  and  chink  it  They  say  it  only  make)  them  a 
Uttlp  9ddy,  and  imagbe  that  it  pnesennes  them  afters- 
wards  from  receiving  any  injury  fcom  the  sting  of  that 
npAle.  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  testimony  of  the 
Hottentots  who  travelled  with  me,  of  the  frict  that 
th^  do  take  it,  but  whether  it  be  calculated  to  produce 
the  ^kfit  which  the  Hottentots  piietend,  I  leave  to  the 
decision  of  medical  men. 

At  five  P.M.  the  air  becomti^  more  cod,  we  left 
our  haltii^  pkc^  and  on  our  way  passed  tw>  hiils^ 
each  of  which  was  composed  of  a  sii^  rock,  without 
grass  or  bush  on  any  part  of  them.  Th^  had  exacdy 
Ihe  appearance  of  imm^ise  masses  of  inon,  aiMl  thopf^ 
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ciinoci8)  they  had  a  duM  gloomy  aspect.  One  of 
them  hod  a  flat  rock,  level  wkh  tbe  surfaee  of  thu 
groundi  momi^  out  from  its  wcit  end  frur  about  a 
quarter  of  a  ii]Ue--it  was  between  thirty  and  inty 
yards  wide,  and  reseipbted  a  pavement  of  ooe  stone. 
Tbe  sand  in  the  nei|^bourbood  was  red,  prodactog 
tie  gMB^  but  only  small,  half  withered  bushes  hero 
and  there.  Wf  kaveUed  tSl  midnight,  wbkh  was  as 
odd  as  a  December  ni^  in  Eqgland.  We  halted  where 
time  was  neitber  water,  nor  grass,  nor  wood  to  burn; 
for  in  coasequenoe  of  ridges  of  rodc^  mnmng  up  the 
country  from  the  Toiy  edge  of  tbis  Great  Rifer,  we 
wore  obliged  to  travt^  considentbly  south  of  it.  After 
worship  we  all  hastened  to  go  to  sleep  the  best  way  i?e 
could,  without  any  ^pper.  Thermometer  at  noon,  86, 
TrawUmgW. 

7lh.  We  proeeeded  fosward  at  se?en  XM.  Then 
was  a  diiin  of  hills  about  ten  miles  lo  our  rights  or 
north,  of  about  diirty  miles  in  extend  which  had  tbe 
iqppeaFBBce  ci  a  great  wall,  indeed  it  reminded  us  of 
the  great  wall  in  China.  In  the  morning  at  sun-iise^ 
the  theniMxneter  stood  as  lo«¥  as  46^  and  at  noon  66; 
which  was  extremely.  &vourable  to  our  cattk^  as  we 
were  obliged  to  continue  until  two  P.M.  pushing 
forward  to  water,  where  we  halted  in  a  sandy  place 
at  the  foot  of  what  I  called  the  Haklanean  Mottnlainfk 
Here  we  had  a  new  operation  to  perfiMrm,  vbl  to  dig 
for  water  in  the  dry  bed  of  a  river^  when  we  found 
pien^  for  ourselves,  about  five  feet  under  tbe  surfiMe 
of  the  sand«    It  i^)peared  to  be  a  stream  which  ran 
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tmdei^ound   towards  die    Great    River,    and   was 
feported  tb  farm  itidf  iota  podB  lower  down. 

ThoQgh  this  part  of  Aftica  be  nearly  forsaken  of 
men,  it  has  plenty  of  inbmbitanta—hutidreds  of  lizards 
and  field  oiice  were  almott  conBtaoady  riBJUe,  and  sa 
toadqnakted  with  man  Chat  they  junused  tfaemielvea 
round  aiiout  our  wnggoM-^-and  during  the  Afternoon, 
nine  lions  were  seen  in  the  vidmtf.  Ode  of  oui' 
Hottentots  was  In  imminent  danger  of  being  devoured 
by  thnee  of  themr  which  be  came  span  unawares  anx>ng 
bnahea.  They  stood  lookiag  towards  each  other  for 
soQie  time ;  mbea  he  tamed  about  la  make  a  sign  tir 
his  ciMnpanioa  to  oome  to  his  assistance  they  advanced^ 
bat  immediaitdy,  on  turning  fats  eyts  towards  them^ 
tbey  made  a  bak ;  when  the  other  came  up  with  his  gun^ 
they  walked  o£  We  killed  a  Isi*^  puff  adder  whitk 
n  a  very  venemooa  species  of  serpent.  The  evem^ 
was  cool  which  made  us  hasten  to  rest^  so  that  I 
bdieve  not  ione  of  us  wn  awmfce  moeh  after  ten. 
A  few  clouds  appeared  in  the  evening  at  the  bottom 
of  the  horizon  to  the  westward  which  were  viewed 
as  a  narity,  having  had  almost  constant  sm^-shine  with 
«  dear  sky  itnmom  than  three  months^ 

8th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  46.  At  noon,  70^ 
We  proposed  commencing  our  journey  in  the  afternoon, 
should  our  oxen  return  from  water,  in  search  of  ^^^lid^ 
we  dispatched  three  Hottentots  with  them  on  die 
preceding  day« 
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The  Psalmist,  ia  his  dSrd  Psalm,  speaks  of  the 
Lord  leading  him  ''in  green  pastures,  beside  stSl 
waters."  The  beauty  and  force  of  diis  expression 
ean  hardly  be  conceived  by  one  wha  never  was  out  oS 
England.  Five  months  had  elapsed  sinee  we  bad 
seen  green  pastures,  all  havii^  been  withered  grass, 
which  is  neither  so  pleasing  to  die  eye,  nor  so  nutritious 
to  the  cattle*  I  longed  to  see  green  hills  or  plains, 
and  a  river  gently  ^ding  along. 

Nine  o'clock  at  ni^t  came,  but  there  was  no 
appearance  either  of  our  oxen  or  Hottmtots  who  were 
sent  to  guard  diem.  We  had  various  conjectures 
as  to  the  cause;  perhaps  while  the  men  slept  the 
oxea  strayed,  or  the  Bushmen^  on  the  river  had  stolen 
them.  Our  two  mikh  gpats  ran  off,  and  were  sought 
for  in  vain — the  lions  might  devour  them  durii^  the 
night.  Our  situation  was  awkward,  for  every  ttang 
was  packed  up  and  ready  for  setting  oA^  but  without 
our  oxen  we  could  not  move  an  inch,  and  were  in  the 
middle  <A  a  barren  desart 

10th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  48.  In  tfie  monh 
ing  we  had  no  int^igence  of  our  oxen  or  goata 
Parties  were  dispatched  in  search  of  both. 

The  bush  louse,  as  it  is  called,  became  vary  trouUe- 
some  to  us — it  is  black,  and  about  the  size  of  a  large 
bug.  When  it  fixes  on  the  skin  of  a  person,  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  get  it  off  without  cutting  it  to  pieces, 
indeed  it  sticks  so  close  to  the  skin,  that  it  cannot  be 
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fidt  by  the  touch.  If  you  try  to  senile  it  off  wkh 
a  koife^  the  knife  slides  over  it  Ooe  fixed  on  luy 
wrist;  no  means  whic^  I  used  to  take  it  awsiy 
succeeded.  One  of  our  people  poured  the  jijice  of 
tobacco  upon  it,  which  made  it  raise  itself  a  little 
above  the  skin,  when  be  seized  it  and  tore  it  aWay. 
Mben  it  has  sucked  itself  M  of  Uood  then  it  falls  off 
of.  its  own  accord.  The  poor  cattle  are  sometimes 
covered  with  them,  whidi  when  the  crow  perceives, 
he  comes  and  stands  upon  the  cow's  back  till  he  h$s 
picked  as  many  as  satisfies  his  bupger.  The  cow 
is  so.  pleased  with  his  employment  that  she  gives  him 
no  molestation  till  he  has  finished  his  repast 

A  tree  at  a  little  distance  from  our  waggons  had  two 
remarkable  nests  on  it  The  one  was  about  four 
yards  in  circumference,  and  the  other  throe,  and  about 
a  yard  in  depth.  They  are  built  of  coarse  grass,  by  a 
small  bird  which  resembles  our  gcddfinch.  One  of 
these  nests  had  seventeen  holes  in  the  bottom  by  which 
the  bird  enters,  the  other  had  seven.  At  one  timo 
I  saw  about  a  hundred  birds  come  out  of  them. 
Instead  of  being  the  nest  of  a  sin^e  pair  of  birds, 
they  seem  to  be  kraals,  or  towns  of  birds.  Perhaps 
one  may  be  the  proper^  of  a  single  pair  in  which  they 
accommodate  all  their  descendants.  A  homed  owl 
had  taken  possession  of  the  outside  of  the  roof  of  the 
krgest  for  a  nest :  she  was  sitting  on  it,  and  it  appeared 
fit>m  the  bones  and  hair  strewed  under  that  she  lived 
upon  the  field  mouse.     I  had  the  curiosity  to  climb 
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the  tree  on  porpose  to  examine  this  pfaenonieiion  is 
natufe.  The  roof  was  neatly  tbatcfaedl^  and  a  boUoir 
in  the  middle  to  oootBin  the  owl,  bat  no  pasMfjer 
leading  to  the  ioude.  J  lied  no  way  to  examiDO  thtf 
apartments  withifii  without  destfoyiog  a  gieat  parf 
of  the  nest^  which  would  hare  been  a  croel  operatioi^ 
wherefore  I  left  it  in  the  same  elate  io^phieh  I  found 
it;  coDimed  with  taking  a  dfawidg  of  the  tree  and  the 
two  nesti«    Thermometer  atwoon,  84i 

i  was  for  soiM  time  surprised  bevw  such  muhitudet 
of  lisards  and  vice^  as  ieihabic  the  desart,  oould  life 
without  water,  but  I  obsenred  many  succulent  pbnli^ 
of  various  kinds,  banging  full  of  small  berries  coi^ 
taining  water.  I  poured  oat  of  one  ki^ge  berry  about 
three  tea  spoonfols  of  water,  and  I  witaossed  the  once 
dragging  them  into  their  holes,  juet  as  seamen  take 
cnAsxsi  water  into  dieir  ships*  This  is  a  wonderful 
provision  God  has  made  to  supply  the  w«tfs  of  these 
littler 


I  gently  threw  a  smaU  stone  at  a  lisotfd,  withoiirt 
any  intention  to  hurt  it,  which  struck  off  its  tail;  the 
tail  leaped  about  for  fife  minutes,  and  moved,,  sodnk 
thing  like  a  serpept,  to  three  yards  distant  The  poor 
lizard,  as  well  as  mysdf,  stood*  wondering  at  this 
exhibition.  When  I  umotioned  this  circumslaoce  to 
our  Hottentots,  th^  informed  me,  that  like  eerpeola, 
after  their  heads  are  cat  od^  they  live  ootfl  the  going 
down  of  the  sua* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«tti»J  COKTINENT  OF  AFUICA.  40r 

Nkie  o'dock  at  night  anivdd  agMi^  witbdat  our 
ffoomg  ajfty  BteHigeoce  of  our  roen  or  oxen^  ocij  wt 
tfaottght  we  heard  the  report  of  two  mustete  ^fired  al 
A  ^fiBtanoe.  About  half  past  Dine^  iuimediatdy  after 
onr  U'Otfship^  wie  heard  a  musket  shot  at  no  great 
ditftatice)  then  a  secood,  and  a  tbird^  which  letf  us 
to  odndode  socnethkig  wa^  wroog;  of  coarse  we 
dkpatehed  five  or  m  of  our  people  with  muritett 
to  the  place  fitwi  whence  the  firing  proceeded.^  It 
was  hot  a  little  ithite  before  part  o(  them  returned, 
with  one  ct  the  tbiee  men  who  had  been  with  the 
Mtile.  He  sakl  they  had  been  attacked  by  wild 
Baehmen  who  had  wounded'  Peekure  in  the  had^ 
immediately  under  his  neck,  with  a  pcnsoned  arrow; 
jand  bad  carried  off  all  the  cattle.  While  relating 
die  dolefol  tidings,  poor  Fedkure  and  the  third  young 
tM&  who  had  been  with  tfie  cattle  came  up.  His 
woand  was  targe,  owi^g  t^  the  difficulty  they  had 
of  getting  out  the  pieces  of  the  attow  wlnob  bad 
temained  in  the  wound,  which  they  picked  oot  with 
an  awL  Our  men  ran  to  their  arms^  to  endea?our 
to  tmlat  Our  cattle,  j^  ten  o'dock  ten  of  them 
were  ready  to  set  oE  Mn  Read  begged  them,  if 
possibfe,  to  spare  the  lives  of  ibe  Bushmen,  to 
endeavour  to  get  between  them  and  the  Great  River, 
and  to  come  upon  them  by  wrprise.  Without  this 
precaution  we  were  afraid  they  would  shoot  the 
catde  and  run  off.  A  tame  Bushman  from  Griqua 
town  went  off  with  them,  wkh  his  bow  and  throws, 
without  being  desired. 
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Our  situatioD  was  now  very  diaCreifiiii^  b^iog  io  the 
midBt  of  a  desert,  with  three  loaded  waggons,  and  not 
a  single  ox  in  our  possession!  to  draw  them.  Five 
Bastard  Hottentots,  who  were  on  a  huntii^  ezpeditioa, 
and  halted  a  little  with  us  in  the  nx>mii^  we  knew 
were  to  be  at  some  place  to  the  south-west,  at  about 
five  hours  distance*  We  dispatched  four  men,  to  in* 
form  them  of  our  situation.  '  Also,  lest  we  should  be 
attacked  during  the  absence  of  so  many  of  our  men, 
we  examined  what  were  our  means  of  defence.  We 
found  that  three  of  our  people  had  sold,  or  rather  ex- 
changed, their  muskets  for  cattle  at  Griqua.towi^ 
supposing,  without  any  reason  but  their  own  ignorance 
of  what  remained  of  our  journey,  that  the  dai^^us 
part  of  it  was  over  when  we  returned  from*  Lattakoa 
Mr.  Reed.told  me  that  the  Hottentots  were  ignorant 
where  or  how  we  were  travelling;  that  they  coaM  not 
understand  how  the  sun  at  one  part  of  the  journey  rose 
on  their  right  hand,  and.on  thtir  left  at  anodier;  but 
they  had  isuch  foil  confidence  in  him,  that  I  bdieve 
had  there  hpea  a  way  by  which  he  could  have  taken 
them  down  to  the  other  ttde  of  the  world,  had  he  gone 
first,  they,  would  have  followed  him :  of  coane  they  had 
no  care,  only  to  follow  us.  Only  five  guns  were  foimd 
to  be  with  the  waggons;  the  others  had  assays  and 
Bushmen's  bows  and  arrows. 

We  conttdered  it  our  duty  first  to  attend  to  diese 
measures  and  precautions,  after  which  to  have  recourse  * 
to  the  grand  refoge  in  times  of  trouble — the  tlwone  of 
grace.  We  assembled  together,  and  united  in  prayer. 
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Mr.  Re»d  and  Cupido  led  tbe  worship.  We  did  every 
tbiag  io  our  fiQwer  for  the  poor  wounded  man,  who 
bad  a  wife  and  three  zxaM  cUklreQ  at  Be&elsdorp^ 
^ponuBit  of  hia  ^tttatioo. 

Some  of  our  peopie  were  of  opbion^  that  the  Bush- 
oMn  had  been  watching  our  motions  the  whde  way 
down  the  river,  and  had  chosen  to  make  their  attack 
at  that  place,  as  furthest  from  assistance.  Others,  that 
the  Bushmen  who  had  attacked  us  were  in  connexion 
with  Africaner,  a  plundering  chief,  who  is  the  terror  of 
that  part  of  Africa,  and  that  this  only  preceded  the 
grand  attack.  Others  were  ooHain,  that  all  our  cattk 
would  be  killed,  as  it  was  tbe  custom  of  Busbmea 
when  they  took  many  cattle  at  a  tim^  knowing  the 
diffieully  cf  driving  away  many,  to  s^ct  a  few  of  the 
best,  and  to  jboot  the  rest  with  their  poisoned  arrows. 

All  remained  aw!ake  but  mysdf ;  but  being  wkhout 
means  of  either  oflfenoe  or  defence^  and  every  thing 
being  in  as  good  order  as  we  could  put  them,  I  went 
aside  to  take  a  Iktle  rest  I  had  hardly  lain  down 
when  one  came  aiKi  advised  me  not  to  deep.  An  hour 
after,  I  was  infidrmed  that  our  men  were  in  combat 
with  tbe  Bushmen,  which  I  did  not  believe,  having 
been  awake  half  an  hour  and  heard  npthing.  At  dvee 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  however,  I  heard  two  shots 
fired,  and  then  a  third.  On  tkm  I  left  the  waggon, 
when  one  of  the  Hottentots  (Boosak)  pomted  out  a 
great  doud  of  dust,  which  the  moonli^t  rendered  vi- 
sible, and  was  occasioned  by  the  moving  of  our  cattle. 
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They  were  running  quick,  for  the  cloud  approached  as 
fast  At  length  the  oxen  became  visible;  but  we  weie 
afraid  to  approach  to  hear  the  report  of  our  men, 
dreading  that  some  lives  had  been  lost  m  the  recap- 
ture. We  were  rejoiced  to  find  thqf  had  obtained  the 
catde  without  resistance.  Being  night  we  could  not 
count  the  cattle,  so  we  were  ign(»ant  whether  we  had 
sustained  any  loss.  After  meeting  to  return  thanks  to 
God  for  the  r^timng  of  our  cattle,  we  wmit  to  res^ 
leaving  some  to  watch. 

10th.  As  soon  as  day-light  appeared  we  numbered 
our  cattle,  and  were  pleased  to  find  that  not  one  was 
missing.  Our  three  Hottentots  who  were  with  the 
cattle,  vi&  Peekure,  Frederic,  and  M  ichal,  gave  us  the 
following  account  of  the  matter :  that  not  finding  any 
pools  lower  down  the  dry  bed  of  the  river,  they  went 
forward  till  they  came  to  the  Great  River,  which  was 
upwards  of  twenty  miles.  They  observed,  while  th^ 
halted  at  the  river,  some  Bushmen  at  a  distance,  lurk- 
ing among  the  bushes.  They  bad  not  seen  more  than 
four.  On  leaving  the  rivor  the  Bushmen  followed 
them,  but  concealing  themselves  as  much  as  possible 
among  the  bushes.  Wbeti  almost  dark,  they  had 
taken  their  aim  at  Peekure,  being  a  tall  and  strong 
man,  perhaps  supposing  if  they  could  bring  him  down, 
they  would  easily  overcome  the  others,  who  were 
young.  When  he  found  himself  wounded,  he  ran  to 
one  of  his  companions  and  asked  him  to  pull  out  the 
arrow.  He  did  so ;  but  two  pieces  of  it  remained  in 
tbe  wound,  which  he  had  the  fortitude  to  pick  out 
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with  an  awl,  while  die  other  young  Hottentot  kept 
off  the  Bushmen  with  his  musket,  which  he  fired 
towards  the  place  firom  whence  he  thought  the  arrow 
proceeded.  They  then  left  the  oxen,  that  they  nii^t 
bring  their  wounded  companion  to  the  waggons. 
When  at  a  considerable  distance  they  fired  two  shots, 
whidi  no  doubt  were  those  we  supposed  we  heard. 
Perhaps  the  Bushmen  did  not  know  that  the  oxen 
were  completely  given  up  to  them,  but  might  suppose 
ibe  men  were  concealing  themselves  among  die  bushes 
for  their  protection,  and  that  the  shots  fired  by  them 
at  a  distance,  as  they  advanced  towards  the  waggons, 
were  firom  people  coming  to  their  assistance.  This  is 
the  ody  way  by  which  we  could  account  for  none  of 
the  oxen  being  carried  ofi; 

We  did  every  ^hing  for  the  poor  wounded  man  in 
our  power,  by  cutting  out  the  flesh  all  round  the 
wound,  administering  eau  de  luce^  and  laudanum  to 
mitigate  the  pain ;  but  he  lay  groaning  the  whole  night 

The  five  Bastard  Hottentots  to  whom  we  had  sent 
an  account  of  our  situation,  came  to  our  assistance  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  whom  we  expressed  bur 
gratitude.  There  being  no  water  for  our  oxen,  we  were 
obliged  to  depart  at  ten,  A.M.  moving  slowly  for  the 
sake  of  our  wounded  man.  At  half  past  one  his  pain 
was  so  great,  that  we  were  obliged  to  halt  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain  composed  of  black  loose  stones,  and  to 
lay  him  down  under  a  bush  fix>m  which  he  was  never 
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to  rise.  His  appesranoe  alanaed  as,  beng  gready 
swdled,  particulariy  about  die  head  and  diroat  He 
said  that  he  fdt  the  poboo  gradually  work  downwards 
to  his  very  toes,  wad  then  ascend  in  the  same  imm- 
ner :  as  it  ascended  Ins  body  sweUad.  He  felt  very 
anxious,  ofieii  tnmii^  on  his  hce^  and  crying  to 
Jesus  for  nier<7  for  his  souL  He  thought  be  f(^  the 
chief  strengdi  of  the  poison  to  lodge  in  doe  of  his 
dieeks,  and  requested  that  the  cheek  nngbt  be  cut  off, 
which  we  did  not  comjdy  with,  persuaded  that  his 
whole  frame  was  equalfy  contaminated  The  fiudi- 
man  we  had  with  us  scud  in  the  momii^  that  Peekure 
would  die  inmiediately  on  die  gomg  down  of  the  sun, 
which  he  certainly  did;  for  the  sun  bad  not  dipped 
under  the  horizon  five  minutes  before  he  hmidied  his 
last.  His  countienance  was  frightfol,  being  so  dis- 
figured by  the  sw^iDg.  On  his  brow  was  a  sw^ing 
as  large  as  a  goose's  egg.  He  has  left  behind  him  a 
widow  and  three  cliildrcn. 

As  we  were  und^  the  necessity  of  halting  all  night, 
though  widiout  water,  our  people  fordfied  the  place 
by  surrounding  the  fines  with  a  watt  composed  ci 
bushes  which  they  cut  down,  lest  the  Bushmen,  whom 
we  understood  to  be  numerous  in  that  part,  should 
attack  us  during  the  night  We  likewise  sent  forward 
afl  our  oxen,  retaining  only  as  many  as  were  necessary 
to  draw  our  waggons,  that  they  might  get  water  as  socm 
as  possiUe,  which  divided  our  strength^  but  there  was 
no  altemadve.    Tbermomeler  at  noon  76. 
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On  coDFersiDg  again  with  the  two  flurrifing  Hotteo* 
tots,  who  went  with  the  cattle  for  water^  we  bad  die 
fdlowing  additimial  particulars.    The  three  went  on 
the  7th  to  aearch  fiwr  a  place  a  few  miles  below  our 
vmggOB^  where  water  was  reported  to  be;  and  were 
desired,  if  they  did  not  find  water,  to  sand  one  of  their 
miraber  to  us  with  the  information.    Th^  passed  the 
place  without  obsenring  it;  and  one  of  the  young  men 
frequently  advised  that  they  should  ^oceed  forward  to 
the  Great  River,  wbicb  certainly  was  improper,  as  die 
cait^  from  its  distanoe,  must  have  been  as  thirsty  on 
their  return  to  the  waggons^  as  when  th^  departed ; 
but  he  did  it  with  the  view  of  shooting  sea  cows* 
Peekure  was  always  against  this;  but  t^'o  being  against 
him,  they  proceeded  to  the  river.    While  there,  tliey 
observed  four  Busmen  at  a  distance,  but  did  not  mind 
them  much.  The  heat  was  so  gfeat  on  Thursday,  (Sept 
9,)  when  returning,  tfmt  they  travelled  veiy  dowly, 
but  observed  no  Bushmen.  When  it  grew  coder,  they 
quickened  their  pace.    A  little  after  sun-set,  an  arrow 
was  ^ot  from  bdiind  a  bush,  but  being  almost  dark, 
they  pereetved  no  person  near  them.    One  or  two  of 
tbem  fyed  towards  the  busb^  but  saw  no  effect.  By  this 
sin^  shojt  poor  Peekure's  deMh  was  effected  It  is  re- 
markaUe,  that  he. was  iK>t  invited  to  come  with  us  from 
Bethdsdorp  on  this  journey,  but  he  followed  us  to  Graaf 
Reynet,  to  request  us  to  take  him  widi  us  as  one  of  our 
guards :  nor  was  he,  at  the  time  he  was  shot,  desired 
to  go  with  the  cattle;  but  observing  one  who  had  been 
grumbling  at  the  appointment,  he  went  up  to  him, 
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adced  his  gun,  and  said  he  would  go  for  him.    Ther- 
nuMneter  at  noon  76. 

11th.  To  our  DO  small  surfNise  and  gratificajdon, 
about  midni^t  we  were  joined  by  Mr.  Schmdeo^ 
a  missionary,  and  several  peofde  belon^ng  to  the 
Namacqua  missioD,  who  happened  to  be  at  an  out- 
po6t|  and  heard  of  our  situation  from  the  persons  we 
bad  dispatched  to  seek  hdp.  Their  axiival  remind- 
ed, me  of  Paul's  feelings  at  Appii-forom :  when  the 
brethren  from  Rome  met  him^  he  ^'  thanked  God  and 
took  courage.''*  These  friends  informed  us  that  Bush- 
men had  followed  us  from  the  WaterM,  watching  for 
an  opportunity  to  plunder  us :  that  these  poor  crea- 
tures had  been  so  ill  treated  by  the  boors  from  the 
colony,  that  they  now  endeavour  to  murder  every  man 
who  wears  a  hat,  which  is  the  only  way  by  whidi  they 
can  distinguish  a  boor.  Tb^  are  connected  with 
Africaner,  giving  him  a  shaie  of  what  plunder  they 
take,  especially  if  they  find  powder. 

At  seven  in  the  momiog  we  iotorred  the  remains  of 
poor  Peekure,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  behind  our 
waggoas.  His  body  was  tied  up  in  his  caross,  or 
shepherd's  cloak.  At  the  grave  Mr.  Read  ^ve  an  ad- 
dress^ after  which  we  joined  in  prayer  and  sang  a 
hymn. 


•Acts  xxviii.  16. 
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At  teO)  A.M.  we  left  Death-vale,  and  at  a  little 
distance  we  killed  a  ]fellow  serpent  about  six  feet  long, 
the  first  of  that  kind  we  had  seen  on  our  journey.  We 
travelled  westward  over  a  deep  sandy  plain,  with  hills 
to  the  right  and  left  As  all  our  water  was  ex- 
pended, we  were  obliged  incessantly  to  proceed  till  we 
should  come  to  some  fountain;  but  we  did  not  arrive 
at  one  till  half  past  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  we 
reached  Kabas  Fountain,  which  lay  behind  a  range  of 
mountains  which  were  in  view  the  whole  of  the  day. 
The  sight  of  water  was  truly  pleas^t  to  man  and 
beast  Here  we  found  our  cattle  that  had  been  sent  on 
before.  Some  of  our  cattle  had  not  tasted  water  for 
three  days;  they  drank,  and  drank  again,  and  seemed 
loath  to  leave  it 

12th.  lo  the  morning  we  found,  that  though  there 
was  water,  yet  there  was  not  a  blade  of  grass  for  our 
pOor  worn  out  oxen  to  eat;  consequently,  though  the 
Lord's  day,  we  were  obliged  to  hasten  away  as  iasl  as 
possible;  wherefore  at  ten,  A.M.  we  travelled  N. 
along  the  foot  of  Kabas  Mountains^  over  sand  and 
rocks,  till  near  four,  P.M.  when  we  came  to  a  romantic 
comer,  where  we  found  Pella,  the  Namacqua  mission- 
ary station,  and  with  much  pleasure  met  the  brethren. 
In  the  evening  we  had  a  meeting  to  return  thanks  to 
God  for  our  preservation  on  our  journey.  Thermo* 
meter  at  noon  80 :  at  three,  P.M.  in  the  waggon,  while 
descending  the  long  sand  hill  to  Pella,  98. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP,  xxxnr. 


NAIIACQUA  LAND. 


OCCURRENCES  AT   PELLA— EXCURSION— SINGULAR  DIS- 
EASE AMONG  SHEEP. 

StfT.  Idlk 

Employed  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  in  col* 
lecting  iaformaticm  respecting  the  Damara,  and  other 
nations  beyond  Grea^  or  North  Namacqua  land.  The 
Namacquaas  who  were  coUected  to  ghre  the  infiMrauir 
tion  were  surprised  and  amused  by  vdmjoj  of  the 
questions  asked,  being  unable  to  conceive  why  I 
wished  to  know  such  things  about  a  people  I  had 
never  seen.  To  observe  their  significant  smile  while 
answering  some  of  my  qoesdons  was  very  eotertainii^ 
Thermometer  an  sun-rue,  50.    At  hood,  88. 

The  Naomequaas  hve  in  low  dradar  hnts^  like  the 
Corannas,  composed  of  branches  of  trees  bent,  and 
stuck  into  the  ground  at  bodi  ends,  with  mats  made 
of  ni^es  thrown  over  them.  They  difier  firom  the 
Corannas  in  this,  that  in  the  inside  they  dig  about  a 
foot,  or  a  foot  and  a  half,  into  the  ground,  which  they 
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lie  in  to  protect  Ihem,  tbBy  ny,  from  the  -wind.  A 
more  barrea  looking  spot  can  bantty  be  conceived  than 
Pella^  all  around  being  white  sand^  iotarfperaed  witii  a 
few  bu^Ms ;  two  sides  of  which  space»  the  N.  and  E. 
are  bounded  by  bigb^  nigged,  black  moontaina. 

We  visited  their  gardens  in  tiie  afternoon^  the  sight 
of  which  cast  a  gloom  on  every  countenance.  It  wis 
&e  second  nxmth  in  dieirspiing,  ntey  things  had  been 
sown,  but  most  had  periafaed,  in  conaaqnenee  of  the 
saltpetre  with  which  tiie  ground  was  tmpNgnated,  as 
soon  as  they  had  raised  their  heads  above  ground — 
odiers  seemed  strug^g  to  live.  I  do  not  moUeot 
6baervkig  a  single  smile  in  any  coonteBanee,  while 
viewing  die  garden.  The  water  is  the  onfytamplation 
tb^  have  to  remain  at  Pdla.  The1»nhsQfthe  Gveat 
River,  which  are  only  about  four  miles  distant  are  so 
covered  with  rocks  that  they  canhpt  Ifve  on  it 

14di.  Thermometer  at  nooo,  84.  We  had  still 
uninterrupted  sun-shine,  but  though  dwering  to  look 
upward,  it  was  ^oomy  to  look  downward,  for  every 
thing  had  a  sidkly,  (fying  aspect  AttHnoer  a  whirl- 
wind came,  which  filled  the  house  full  of  dust,  and 
pUigsd  us  to  spread  a  cloth  ov^  what  was  on  the  tahia 
till  it  subsided. 

I  was  greatly  i^eased  w^  an  exercise  wfaidi  Mn 
Hdm  had  with  the  young  people  in  tlie  morning,  ?|s. 
reading  some  verses  out  of  the  ffibl%  and  eiplaining 
them  in  %  w/a^  way  by  qu^^tion  and  answer.    A^ 
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most  of  the  people  undeiBtand  only  the  Namaoqoa 
language,  the  missionaries  are  obliged  to  address  them 
through  interpreters,  of  whom  thqr  have  two,  who 
appear  well  qualified  for  the  c^ioe — th^  speak  wi^ 
readiness  and  apparent  interest 

15th.  In  the  morning  we  took  a  ride  through  the 
kloof,  or  defile,  to  the  Great  River.  In  our  way  ran 
a  brook  of  brackii^  or  salt  water,  whidi  disappeared 
among  sand  and  appeared  again  about  eight  times. 
We  had  only  been  a  few  minutes  at  the  river^  when 
Mr.  Read  cau^t  a  large  fish  among  the  stones^  mdiich 
directed  the  attention  of  al|  to  the  obtaining  more, 
and  they  obtained  near  two  dooen  pf  variops  kinds 
in  the  course  of  an  hour.  Perhaps  this  little  circum- 
stance may  increase  the  comfort  of  the  settlers  at 
Pella,  who  were  not  aware  that  fish  could  be  so  easily 
obtained.  The  people  are  not  fond  oi  fish,  yet  to  save 
their  sheep,  they  may  be  induced  to  catch  a  few  now 
and  then,  which  may  in  time  produce  a  fondness  for 
that  kind  of  food. 

The  river  was  bounded  by  ctxtremely  barren  and  high 
mountains  on  each  side,  which  barely  gave  it  room  to 
rtm  in.  Those  on  the  north  side  are  ahnost  black, 
with  hardly  a  blade  of  grass^  only  a  solitary  koker 
tree  here  and  there;  those  on  the  south  side  are 
composed,  some  of  red,  others  of  brpwn  stone,  which 
appeared  as  if  the  surface  had  beoa  in  a  fiirnace, 
with  the  ashes  strewed  over  them.  The  heat  which 
they  endure  must  be  great,  for  their  aspect  is  directly 
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iaciog  the  sun.    The  lively  green  of  the  trees  which 

line  the  rivor  on  both  sides^  foiiiis  a  stiikiog  coiitraft 

witli  the  ntiriancholy,  death-hke  appearance  of  these 

mountaiDB.    The  structure  of  the  mountain  is  their 

only  beauty,  which  is  so  diveifsified  and  stupendous 

as  to  compel  one  to  view  thetn  with  wondi^^r,  though 

I  believe  they  have  l»d  but  few  admirei^  since  Uieir 

creation.    We  rode  along  the  south  bank  of  th^  river 

about  five  or  mx  miles  dowi^  when  we  turned  up^ 

by  a  niBorrow  cot,  through  the  mountains,  about  two 

miles  of  Which  resembled  a  gtant*s  staircase — we 

ascfflded  6n  horseback, .  s^p  after  step^  which  was 

very  trouUeWme  to  out  horses,  eis  some  of  the  steps 

"i^eee  about  two  feet  hi|^   and  many  of  tlie  brolEul 

flint  rocks  over  which  they  htul  to  g6,  were  smot>th 

and  slippery;    The  sun  was  nearly  down  before  we 

reached  the  suinmit  of  thid  narrow  pass,*  which  in  most 

places  was  only  a  few  yards  wide;  though  the  sides 

were   many   hitndred  feet  in  perpendicular  height 

Some  parts  of  the  country  at  the  sumfoit  were  slo 

thickly   strewed   with   saltpetre,    that    it    appeared 

covered  with  snow.    By  digging  in  the  sand  at  one 

place  we  found  water  to  altfeiy  our  thirst    Th^  we 

rode  for  two  hours  at  a  quick  rate  before  we  came  in 

si^t  of  the  lights  of  Pella;  where  we  arrived  about 

eight  o'clock.     We  took  thb  circuitous  way  home, 

to  examine  a  fountain  which  M n  Albricht  wished  us 

to  see,  but  our  guide  forgot  to  p6tnt  it  out  to  us  when 

we  were  passing  near  it,  imd  as  night  was  coming  on 

before  we  discovered  the  error,  we -could  not  return  to 

search  for  it 
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'  W« Iband  it  wouULbe ipio  taay  matttr to gM  «way 
froim  Fdkft  litfim  te.  may  mmm  in  Jaatei^v  as  a 
wida  dosirt  liet  betiveea.it  aqd  4bd  cokiqr*  T)ie 
taiBsiowtfiet^  were  toqutdntod  with  diree  .Mgfs.  In 
tiieeoet  imy,  there  Is  no  wmter  fix  three  ioag  days 
jonrti^-^-in  the  middle  way,. no  water  for  three  :4BfB 
joura^,  and  at  that  season  cmei  the  fomitain  or  pod 
"wwid  be  diy^'^-^be  west  way  is  dosta  the  Great  Biver 
Ibrsei^eraldaysjonmeyy  west  of  the  nod  bek^iteqr 
and  rocky^  laid  moch  exposed  to  wild  Bushmen;  after 
faavkig  tfie  river  there  itre  two  loi^  days  joemqf 
«cross  the  depart  to  Kaims.  li^oontain  vithont  water* 
Tlie  missioofirieB  advised  we  sfawld  reBudn  tSl  January 
when  the  raias  are  expected.  The  nwkUe  road 
being  knpasaUe,  and  the  river  raad  beh^  double  the 
^tance^  and  so  rod^  as  bo  endanger  our  waggons^  we 
weie  resolved  to  try  the  east  one. 

t6tfa.  Thermomeler  at  noon,  84.  Airerydestrao^ 
disease  hiteiy  got  among  the  sheep  in  the  Namaoqua 
coimtry,  whjch  has  nduoed  several  perBoas  irom  a 
slate  of  afluence  to  poverty.  In  ihenigbtiimewhen 
diesbeqpare  asleep  in  the  kraal^  all  at  mice  tbqr  will 
start  up  as  in  a  fright,  in  consequence  of  which  many 
of  ttiem  are  found  with  brdcen  legs  in  ttie  moming. 
One  man  lately  lost  three  bundled  sheep  in  this  wa^. 

When  a  fiunily  kill  a  sheep,  they  can  oidy  obtain  a 
share  of  it^  as  the  neij^ibottrs  who  all  know  what  has 
been  dooe^  repair  to  the  house,  and  the  whole  is  eaten 
up  before  they  leave  it    This  seems,  fiKMn  custom, 
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«o  be  a  Hod  of  )aMr  nmeng  tiieas  wMdi  it  worid  be 
^fifficidt  for  a  famity  to  set  lisMei  Tbof  4xn&  at 'iKf- 
ferent  times  of  the  day  to  the  door  of  tteanmooaried, 
and  wbea  they  salute  them  with  Good  mornings  it  is 
•tbe  same  as  leUii^  then  they  .hai^e  eat  ^lotbing 
that  -day. 

}]7tk  ThennoBaeler  atirtM»*rita^  46.  Atnooii,  65. 
We  had  a  meetii^  with  the  mismnama  wUch  lasted 
the  yibcAe  day,  conversiog  od  the  concerns  of  the 
iaiiawMk  Tbt  iriissionifiMs  ^n^peaged  lo  be  worthy 
men;  and  from  tbe  extowae  bBrrewitss^of  the  wi, 
ibe  naiviersil  saatd  with  «dii(^  the  ccNiotfy  is  cowred, 
its  tnkedmss,  togodier  mink  tf»e  great  heftt,  Ibnef  ham 
io  mdure  greater  hard8b^>s  ^Ivm  tfnrf  *of  the  •oilier 
'bretlA^  in  Sooth  Africa.  Th^  were  vety  araicws 
that  nefwspapmB  might  be  Mnt  them  <froni  *  E«|^tad, 
that  they  inight  know  ttrhat  was  trabsactkig  <}n  the 
freat  theatre  of  the  trorid.  They  Ihgread  that  their 
aettlement  should  be  nambA  Pdla,  as  it  hbd  been  a 
refuge  to  them  ipom  the  rtaages  df  Afirioanflry  as 
-ancient  PeUahiMl  bem  td  die  Jewish  ObriatiAils  When 
Jerusakm  ivas  iotraded  by  the  Romafis. 

16th.  Theni!ioflieter:ataun^rase,5a  M*notln^  %a. 
Metwkh  the  misMooarie^  the  nthole  day  considering 
the  affiiirs  of  the  mission. 

Ofatenring  two  &miUes  removing  dieir  huts  oat^  to 
abotot  fifty  yards  distance  I  enquired  the  reason,  and 
found  they  had  been  overrun  with  fleas,  and  their 
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removh^  was  in  onfer  to  escape  from  tbem.    It  is 
•  probabte  the  fleas  of  tbecM  huts  wcMikidkperBe  am 
the  surrounding  halHtatioos* 

19th.  Mr.  Albricbt  preached  in  the  monirog;  after 
which  the  church  commemorated  the  death  of  Christ-^ 
Mr.  Read  preached  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  in  the 
evening — about  two  hundred  persons  were  present  a^ 
the  difierent  meetings. 

20th.  Had  a  meeting  with  all  the  males  beloi^ing^ 
to  the  settlement  The  two  captdns^  viz.  Owtti  the 
ftuher,  and  his  son  Bundelzwart,  with  their  people, 
who  fled  with  the  missionaries  from  Warm  Bath  in 
Great  or  North  Namacqualand,  are  resolved  to  return. 
Fleurmuis  (or  Bat)  another  Namaoqoa  chief  also 
designs  to  return  as  soon  as  he  finds  a  fountain 
sufficient  for  his  people.  The  Bastard  Namacquaas 
^"^  likewise  appear  tired  of  this  barren  place,  and  propose 

moving  higher  up  the  riven  The  conduct  of  the 
missionaries  will  depend  upon  these  resolutions  being 
carried  into  eflect — but  it  is  desirable  that  Pella;  or 
Bysondermaidy  be  a  missionary  station  to  connect  the 
missions  in  Great  Namacqualand  with  the  colony. 
AU  who  wish  to  remove  are  anxious  that  a  missionary 
should  accompany  them,  without  which  I  hardly  ttiink 
any  of  them  will  remove. 

The  only  objection  of  importance  to  their  separating 
is,  that  it  divides  their  strength,  and  consequently  is 
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iikdy  to  induce  the  plundering  Africaner  to  attack 
them.  Tbermoooeter  at  noon,  86:  at  4  P.M.  91* 
The  day  generally  ^creases  in  warmtii  till  four  o'clock, 
after  which  it  gradually  becomes  cooler. 

The  flies  are  very  numerous  and  very  troublesome 
all  the  year.  They  have  a  strange  method  of  obtain- 
ing temporary  relief  from  them.  They  rub  milk  over 
their  sheep^  and  placing  them  bdbre  the  door,  drive 
out  the  flies,  which  instantly  li^t  upon  the  sheep 
yvfaose  backs  are  wet  with  milk,  when  they  are  driven  to 
^distance. 

.  Slst.  The  people  again  assembled,  when  they  agreed 
to  establish  among  themselves  the  same  laws  which  have 
been  adopted  in  Griqualand  ;  they  chose  persons  who 
were  to  act  as  ju^es  in  conjunction  with  the  ca{^tains, 
and  fixed  upon  the  limits  of  the  land  which  they  occu* 
py,  where  the  laws  are  to  be  enforced.  Encouraged 
&e  people  to  b^in  some  trade  with  the  Corannas, 
Great  Namacquaas,  Damaras,  &c 

Thermometer  at  noon,  8S.  Many  clouds  were 
seefl  this  day  at  the  bottom  of  the  horizon  towards  the 
S.W.  which  occurred  several  times  before,  but  they 
never  approached  nearer.  It  was  near  the  close  of 
the  rainy  season  at  about  seventy  miles  distance  in 
that  direction,  yet  there  was  constant  sun-shine  at 
Pella,  without  a  minute  of  interruption,  and  no  rain 
was  expected  before  December  or  January. 
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I  wrote  •  eoDcSiatoiy  ktior  la  Afrktoer,  id  bnog 
hiBQ,  if  possible,  to  coMnt  to  live  ki  peaoe  with  Ifae 
naiwooary  settleiMBls.  I  OMcle  op  a  proent  to 
accompany  the  letter,  which  two  Boabooen  engaged  to 
convey  to  bim. 

.The  misaionaries  say  that  the  Namacquaas  are  natu* 
rally  a  timid  people.  For  a  long  time  after  ^y  bad 
fled  across  the  Great  River,  ftomadreadof  Afiricaner, 
the  least  rising  of  dust  or  sand  occasioned  great  cod* 
sfteroation;  they  were  sure  it  was  Aiiicaoer  coaiii^ 
ag^unst  them.  Few  of  them  are  tall,  and  geoerally 
th^  are  of  a  slender  make. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pella  living  entirely  on  their 
catde,  and  having  no  trades  and  .few  wantSi  seem  to 
spend  most  of  their  time  in  little  groups  coaversing 
together ;  with  the  exception  of  those  who  undentaod 
and  love  the  goqid,  thdr  conversation  must  be  ex* 
tremdy  fidvolous.  The  only  occurrence  I  observed, 
was  the  departure  of  their  catde  in  the  morning  and 
tfieir  return  in  the  evening.  They  are  a  very  honest 
people,  so  that  I  was  informed  that  stealing  is  a  crime 
litde  known  amoi^  them*  The  waiter  they  use  is  a 
Htde  brackish  and  of  an  aperient  qoali^. 

I  observed  on  a  prickly  bush  a  beautiful  insect, 
about  half  an  inch  loiq^  covered  with  scarie^  with 
ydlow  spots  here  and  there.  Thouj^  it  had  wiogi 
it  seemed  not  more  indined  to  use  diem  than  a  tame 
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duck.  What  chiefly  drew  my  attention  to  it,  was  its 
manner  of  descending  the  bush  when  disturbed;  it 
drew  in  its  wings  and  its  body,  tilHt  became  as  round 
as  a  pea,  and  rolled  from  leaf  to  leaf  till  it  was  lost  in 
the  grass.  This  the  same  creature  did  sereral  dmes 
when  I  attempted  (q  toi^d^  it 

The  missionaries  meet  with  the  people!  t^ice  dvery 
day  for  instruction,  and  three  times  on  the  Lord's  day. 
The  Quipfat^  pf  noei^  jbelpngiog  to  tbe  set^ement  is 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  i^omen  two  hundred 
and  three,  young  men  twenty-two,  young  women  forty- 
six,  cbHdren  one  hundred  and  ninety-one.  The  church 
consists  of  nineteen  members,  and  the  school  contains 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  Mrs.  Ebner  and  Mrs.  Helm 
taught  twenty-fire  girll^tldedle-work. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  GREAT  NAMACQUA   COUNTRY. 

X  HAD  a  meeting  with  two  Great  Namaoqpn  chidk 
and  several  others,  from  whom  I  derived  the  followii^ 
bformation  respecting  that  country^ 

It  lies  N.  and  S.  between  the  Great  River  and 
the  Damara  country,  which  is  about  twenty*five  days' 
journey  in  an  ox  waggon,  or  nearly  five  hundred 
miles,  not  in  real  latitude  but  in  travelling.  It  lies 
chiefly  along  the  sea  coast,  or  Ethiopic  Ocean;  and  does 
not  extend  up,  or  east,  from  it  above  ten  days',  journey. 
It  is,  in  general,  hilly  and  stony.  The  inhabitants  have 
a  word  in  their  language  to  express  a  supreme  being, 
viz.  Suiquap,  or  wounded  knee,  but  they  know  nothing 
of  him;  nor  do  they  know  that  they  have  souls,  but 
suppose  they  die  as  the  beasts  do.  When  there  is  an 
eclipse  of  the  sun  or  moon,  they  are  much  alarmed, 
for  they  expect  great  sickness  will  succeed.  When 
certain  stars  appear  in  the  heavenS|  they  expect  oer- 
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taia  roots  which  tbiey  eat  will  tbeo  be  ripe,  and  dig 
for  them  accordingly.  When  they  see  the  planet 
Jupiter,  which  they  call  Koumhoopy  they  say,  now  is 
the  firuitftd  season :  the  name  signifies  lambs  loose,  or 
lamb  time.  Three  stars  in  a  row  (or  Orion's  belt)  which 
the  Dutch  call  the  three  kings,  they  call  Kooreekoo^  or 
wild  horses.  The  sun  they  call  Soaris;  and  the  moon, 
Kaap.  All  the  stars  together  they  call  Kameroo. 
When  they  obser?e  any  luminous  appearance  re? 
sembling  the  Aurora  Borealis,  they  consider  it  as  an 
uoihicky  sign.  They  know  no  more  of  the  world  than 
what  is  round  about  them.  They  dance  to  music 
irom  flutes  made  of  reeds,  and  the  root  of  the  camelr 
thorn  tree,  and. use  drums  made  of  skins.  They  manu- 
fiEicture  wooden  vessels  for  holding,  milk,  and  bowls, 
assagays,  rings,  axes  of  iron,  and  knives:  they  dress 
hides,  and  dig  wells,  &c. 

They  abound  in  homed  cattle,  goats  and  sheep; 
taking  care  of  which  is  the  only  work  assigned  to  their 
children.  The  women  make  mats  of  rushes  for  cover- 
ing their  huts,  milk  the  cows,  build  the  huts,  and  dig 
roots  for  food.  When  they  marry,  the  husband  gives 
cattle  to  the  parents  of  the  female,  and  also  slaughters 
some  for  a  feast.  The  sports  of  children  are,  riding  on 
sheep,  shooting  or  throwing  arrows  at  each  other,  and 
frequently  combats  with  small  stones.  Two  parties 
often  have  a  set  fight ;  they  who  conquer  seize  on  tlie 
cows  of  their  opponents  and  drink  their  milk,  after 
which  they  return  them. 
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IWenta  appear  to  tAve  80  aiwtkm  fo  tbeir  cld^^ 
and  addocn  beat  ihem,  dreo  when  dwy  deserfe  k;  bii| 
the  children^  whra  tbey  grow  ap,  cfhfxk  beat  tbdr  fm? 
reots.  SbcwM  any  of  tbetn  happeii  to  break  a  heok^ 
tbey  tie  splinten  of  wood  mipd  it^  like  a  boot,  wfaidi 
k  worn  until  the  )iaib  be  healed*  They  ape  geoeratty 
kmd  to  the  sick,  and  mb  oti^  ivith  fe^t  those  parti 
where  the  patient  fee)s  meat  pain.  They  vn  afrfdd  14 
the  approach  of  death,  but  none  could  inform  me  of 
the  cause  of  dieir  Ammt.  Some  of  thctm  treat  tf»r  aged 
and  infirm  fiiends  with  kindness ;  but  others,  iriieq 
they  are  about  to  remove  from  009  part  of  the  oountry 
t6  anotber,  make  a  small  jodosure  with  bushes,  fa) 
which  they  put  their  ag^d  iaAer  or  aootber  who  cannot 
w*lk,  and  feave  witti  them  some  food  and  water,  f&* 
haps  a  sheep,  which  is  intended  to  be  their  last  food  j 
after  which  they  leave  them  to  die:  some,  from  poverty, 
can  leave  them  nothing.  They  bury  tbdr  dead  in  a 
round  hde. 

They  exercise  soniething  like  wkohcraft,  for  when  a 
perscm  is  ui  great  pain,  tbey  frequently  peribrm  some 
motions  over  the  place  where  the  palp  is;  sometimes 
tbey  let  a  small  piece  of  wood  drop  upop  it  from  their 
nose^  which  they  assort  came  out  of  the  sick  person's 
iesfa.  At  other  times  they  kiU  an  animal,  and  make  a 
piaster  of  its  iat,  whith  they  lay  aver  the  place,  accom^ 
panied  with  mai^  motiops  of  a  particuhr  kind.  Hiqr 
likewise  fiiiquently  make  an  inoision  into  the  part  where 
tfaepainis.  They  are  greatly  afraid  of  die  meteor  which 
is  vulgarly  called  a  falling  star,  for  they  considar  it  a 
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mgs^  that  fkkotsi  is  oomiog  upon  dwur  catde,  and  to 
Mcape  it  tbey  will  imtnediatdy  drive  them  to  some 
other  parts  of  the  country.  They  call  out  to  the  star 
how  many  catde  they  have,  and  beg  of  it  not  to  send 
•idoiestf.  It  is  veiy  rare  for  a  Namaoqua  to  leave  his 
£rvra  coutttry,  e?en  on  a  teaipofary  visit  to  another. 

Their  popdbttion  has  been  reduced  by  the  wars  of 
fimsm  timesi  aod  by  broils  among  timnselvies.  Their 
wan  generally  originate  in  disputes  about  cattle^  in 
which  consists  their  chief  wealth,  and  frequently  in  one 
tribe  boastii^  of  its  superiority  to  another,  which  rous- 
ing the  pride  and  rage  of  the  party  insulted,  they  fly 
to  arms  merely  to  ascertain  wtnch  4ribe  is  strangest 
Their  object  in  war  is  to  rob  each  other  of  their  catde^ 
snd  this  gives  rise  to  their  fighting;  of  course,  their 
battles  are  always  in  the  vicinity  of  their  cattle  kraalSi 
They  take  priscnieiB  from  each  otb^,  some  of  whom  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  are  killed,  and  others  libe^ 
rated.  Some  of  the  Great  Namacquas  have  travelled 
us  frur  as  Cape-town,  have  wondered  at  what  they  saw 
there,  but  none  have  ever  attempted  to  imitiue  any  thmg 
which  tbey  saw,  for  they  have  no  ambition  to  diflfer  in 
limy  thing  from  the  manners  and  customs  of  their  fcre^ 
Others. 

Their  principal  metfiod  of  ktlUng  game  is,  by  % 
whole  kraal  or  town  turning  out  and  forming  tfaem^ 
sdves  into  a  circle,  surrounding  the  ground  where 
^  game  is  expected^  then  oontmcting^tfae  qirde  til} 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4S0  GE£AT  NAMAQUA  COUNTRY.  [IBIX 

the  game  is  brought  within  a  small  compass,  whea 
they  attack  and  kill  them  with  their  assa^ys  or  speacs. 

Old  age  is  very  common  among  them,  and  you  will 
frequently  meet  persons  so  infirm  by  age,  that  they  are 
incapable  of  moving.  The  eldest  son  in  the  family  in- 
herits all  his  father's  property :  if  any  other  brother 
obtains  any  thing,  it  must  be  by  dint  of  fitting  What 
is  a  very  unfeeling  custom  is^  that  the  poor  widow  gets 
nothing.  Their  only  liquor,  as  among  the  Bushmen, 
is  made  from  honey. 

When  their  sons  are  declared  to  be  men,  they  erect 
a  shade,  kill  an  animal,  and  tie  its  fat  on  hb  head  and 
round  his  neck,  wUch  according  to  custom  he  must 
wear  till  it  gradually  rots  and  falls  off.  They  likewise 
cut  several  strokes  on  his  breast  with  a  sharp  instru- 
ment They  also  collect  all  the  milk  belonging  to  the 
kraal,  with  which  they  make  a  feast  in  honour  of  the 
occasion ;  after  which  he  remains  eight  days  under  the 
shade,  when  they  have  a  dance.  The  entraib  of  the 
animal  which  was  killed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
ceremony,  being  dried  and  pounded  into  a  powder,  are 
now  mixed  with  water,  with  which  he  is  rubbed  all 
over,  and  he  is  then  declared  to  be  a  man  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  whole  kraal.  During  the  ceremony  he  is 
allowed  only  to  drink  cow  s  milk :  should  he  taste  any 
other  food,  all  that  is  past  of  the  ceremony  must  be  re- 
peated. He  who  does  not  submit  to  this  ceremony  eats 
only  with  women,  and  is  despised  When  a  man,  for 
the  first  time,  kills  an  elephant,  sea-cow,  ot  rhinoceros, 
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particular  honour  is  attached  to  him,  which  is  ex- 
pressed by  insignia  similar  to  those  in  Europe,  only 
made  of  different  materials.  They  compose  rings  of 
the  entrails  of  the  slain  anim^,  which  they  put  on  his 
arm,  and  these  he  constantly  wears. 


Names  of  the  different  tribes^  and  their  chief t^  in 
Great  Namat^a  country. 

TRIBES.  CHIEFS. 

Kaminuquaas    Karrimeosi. 

Karakakoois Kachap :  tl)€sci  live  on  tht 

coast 
Okmsy  or  Mountain  Tribe,  Kandelaar :  these  live  on 

the  Karas  Mountain* 
Naumakasii   Karrawap^  near  the  Fish 

River. 
[Name  of  tribe  unknown] . .  Saugamapj  near  the  sajne. 
Kaup^  a  natoerow  tribe . .  Saumdp,    more    to    the 

north. 
Kaikaupf       ditto Karramap^  farther  to  the 

north. 

KoomisSj •  •  •  [Chief  unknown.] 

Kookaus Haukaumaj  to  E.  or  up 

from  coast. 
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CHAP-  XXXV. 


ACOWNT  OF  PANARA  OWJNTf Y. 

1  HE  Damaca  country  lies  alcMig  tlie  W.  coast  of 
Africa,  immediately  N.  of  the  Great  NMoacqua 
country,  about  tweaty'-'&ve  days'  jonmey  b^fond  the 
moudi  of  the  Great  River.  The  people  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  the  rich  aqd  the  poor«  The  latter  live 
in  the  vteiMty  of  die  ocean,  and  frequently  engage  as 
servants  to  the  iNamaoquaas.  The  riches  of  the  other 
consist  in  cattle.  They  work  a  little  in  iron  and  brass, 
matog  assagays,  knives,  and  jiogs.  There  is  a  copper 
nine  in  Damara,  fyom  which  they  manufectupe  rings 
for  the  ears,  arms,  and  legs,  with  which  they  carry  on 
m  trade  with  th^  aeighbours.  Thej  also  manu&ctuie 
iron  vessels.  Their,  houses  resemble  diose  of  the  Hot- 
tentots, ^ped  like  bakers'  oven64  The  poooer  sort 
^ver  themselves  with  grass  and  cow  dung ;  the  richer 
are  clothed  with  cow  skins.  They  are  as  black  as  the 
natives  of  Mosambique  on  the  eastern  coast,  and  like 
them  have  large  lips,  and  their  language  is  similar. 

Five  tribes  compose  the  Damara  nation,  1st.  Kuiwip, 
on  the  sea  coast — Snd.  N.  of  them  is  Komass. — 
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3rd.  Houdamrr^4itb.  Soudamma,  to  the  eastward — 
5tb.  Koop.  The  poor  Damans  are  called  Gauw,. 
and  the  rich  Goomacha.  The  Damaras  are  a  nume^ 
rous  people  in  the  estimation  of  the  Namacquaas. 

Their,  chief  amusement  is  dancmg  to  music  from  a 
nSed.  They  beat  also  on  an  instrument  made  of 
skiDy  resemblmg  a  drutn.  On  such  occasions  thejr 
have  their  oxen  collected,  and  dance  before  them,  as* 
the  property  th^  chiefly  ddi^  in.  They  instruct 
their  children  how  to  kill  lions,  and  to  make  trou^s 
of  wood  for  their  cattle  to  drink  out  of. 

Marriage  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  among  them.- 
They  take  a  woman  and  keep  her  till  they  are  tired; 
or  they  M  ou^  or  see  another  they  like  better.  Cir- 
cutnciaion  obtains  among  them.  They  also,  like  the 
Namaiiquaas,  are  afraid  at  the  approach  of  deatii,  but 
I  could  not  learn  the  cause*  of  thdr  fear.  They  are 
kind  to  their  iiriends  in  war,  for  if  any  of  them  be 
wounded,  they  carry  them  off  the  field. 

On  the  death  of  a  rich  man,  they  cover  hb  grave 
with  the  horns  and  bones  of  the  cattle  be  bad  killed 
when  alive,  as  a  proof,  from  their  number,  that 
he  was  rich.  It  b  wonderful  that  in  every  country 
riches  attach  more  importance  to  thd  possessor  than 
real  worth  or  excellence,  which  proves  the  universal 
degeneracy  of  taste  and  Misdom.  Riches  cover  a 
multitude  of  imperfections.  .While  the  worthy  poor 
man  is  forgotten   in  a  day,   the  unworthy  rich  is 
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remembered  long.  Swh  dirtinrfionB  are  unknown  bt* 
yondtbegreve.  Tbeie  ehamcAir  jiepeods  on  gonmoe 
worth.  ' 

The Damar^ are  often  atwarwith  tbe  Namacquaafi. 
Tbese  wars  are  generiUy  in  conetnueDce  of  their 
atealkg  woinep  from  each  other.  In  these  their 
endoavours  ane  directed  to  theobluning  each  otber^i 
etttde.  Hie  prisoiMPs  takjen  by  the  Damaras  are 
90t  put  to  death)  but  aie  mede  either  lervaiiip  or 
yiteipretea.  . 

If  strange  visit  them  peaceably,  they  are  kbdiy 
treated^  They  have  gardena  sunouoded  by  hedges^  in 
which  Aey  raise  calabashes^  ponpkioi»&c.  Ilieniea 
wear  no  dotbing  ^oept  a  small  apron  before^  and  the 
wom«n  a  |Hece  of  skin  wn^>ped  afowd  thdr  nuddle/ 
The  oountiy  has  fi^  U^  isw  tvees^  faaiidfy  any  bodiei^ 
but  much  gras^  thoo^  the  aeil  b  duelfy  sandy.  1 
CQukI  only  hewr  «f  two  cifera^  the  No^op  and  tfaf 
Nossop. 
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CHAP.   XXXVI. 


NATIOHS  BEYOND  HAMAlkA. 

Tbcreisanatiottoiitheswcoiit  cidledKabbe,  ii4h} 
HM  bla(d^  «od  tbdr  h«n  lite  tiMt  of  tbe  Hottentoto^ 
grcmos  ittilittle  woolly  lafts^  Vrom  these  people  the 
Dutch,  in  flie  dayrt  ^Ibe  ilaive  tfade,  ft^uentfy 
bMoght  flkves.  They  oiamAMtiir&  several  articles 
fiomifwwhiehtbtfysdl  to^the  Danii^  Ther«  is 
abo  >a*^iatim  called  Navfas,  which  is  reported  to  be  a 
ntmieiKius  and  potferfiil  peofde.  Tb^  live  more 
to  the  eastwjEond,  or  hi^ier  ia  tfie  interior  than  the 
Kabbe. 

The  little  ioformatioQ  which  I  could  obtaitf  eott* 
ceming  the  nations  beyond  the  Great  River  on  the 
western  shores  of  Africa,  convinced  me  that  it  would 
be  hij^ly  gratifying  to  the  Society,  and  likewise  to  the 
public  at  lai^  to  cause  diese  countries  to  be  exploredi 
because  it  is  probable  a  most  extensive  field  would 
thereby  be  laid  open  for  the  exertion  of  christian 
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benevotence.  My  fellow-traveller  Mr.  Read,  and  tbe 
brethren  at  Pella,  entertained  tbe  same  sentiments. 
Accordii^y  it  was  proposed  to  Mr.  Schmden,  an 
active  zealous  missionary,  that  when  the  rainy  seascxi 
commenced,  which  usually  is  in  January,  he  should 
first  explore  the  mouth  of  tbe  Great  River,  to  see  if 
there  be  any  spot  suited  for  a  missionary  statkm,  and  if 
there  be  any  safe  harbour  or  anchorage  fix  ships^  by 
which  goods  fix>m  Cape-town  might  be  brou^  by 
whaling  vessels  to  the  missionary  settlements  on  the 
Great  River,  which  would  vbe  a  great  saving  of  expense 
to  the  Society,  and  of  toil  and  peril  to  the  missionaries. 
It  was  proposed  that  .he  should  then  travel  along  Abe 
shores  of  Groat  Namaequa  bind, .  aearching  for  inkts, 
harbours,  rivers,  fouotaifis,  tfioA  \md  capable  of  im- 
proveinent-*tbAt  be  should  ascettatn  the  number,  of 
inhabitants,  their  maonbrs  and  customs^  whether, willing 
to  receive  instruction  among  diem»  and  various  other 
circumstances  which  were  stMed  M>  him^— theiii;  if  he 
found  it  practicable,  that  be  sho^d  proceed,  aloag 
tiie  Damara  coast,  *  making  tbe  same  eoqiiiries, 
without  attempting  to  proceed  farther  in  a  nortberiy 
direction,  but  that  he  should  obtain  all  pos^ble 
information  concerning  the  nations  beyond  the  Da- 
maras.* 


^  Intdligence  has  jost  been  received  of  Mr.  Schinelen*8  return 
after  a  jovoey  of  &^  moKOkf^  in  tttcm  oooaWies,  tome  account  of 
wbich  will  be  iniertad  io  tlia  Apf>^ix. 
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BUSHMEN. 

It  id  cUfficuU  to  ascertain^  with  any  precisioo,  *  what 
may  be  called  the  Busmen  country;  the  people  live 
in  90  scattered  a  manner,  and  so  frequently  take  up  a 
temporary  residence  in  vartous  parts  of  Soudi  Afiica. 
The  greatest  number  of  them  seem  to  reside  upon  tiie 
four  rivers  which  ma^  be  termed  the  four  sources  of 
the  Great  River,  viz.  the  Malalareen,  Ydlow,  Alexan- 
der, and  Cradock  rivers,  which  lie  towards  the  eastern 
coast  of  Africa.    CaflSraria,  and  the  countries  of  ^  the 
Tambookies  and  Mambookies  are  between  them  and 
the  Indian  Ocean.    Some  of  them  wander  about  the 
Sides  of  the  Great  Rhrar  from  the  junction  d  the  four 
livers  which  compose  it  down  to  the  very  mouth;  The 
tribe  of  Busbmen  who  live  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  River  are  called  Navii  Ikaa.    The  name  Bush^ 
men  perhaps  originated  from  two  causes :  1st  From 
their  country,  which  lies  between  the  Great  River  on 
the  north,  and  Sneubei^  &c.  inthe  cdony  on  the  sooth, 
and  is  bounded  by  Caffi*aria  on  the  eas^  being  almost 
destitute  of  >  trees^  but  much  of  it  betng  covered  with 
iMtthes ;  Snd.  From  their  method  of  assault,  as  they 
.never  attaek  man  or  beast  openly  but  from  behind 
bushes. 

I  understand  that  some  of  them  have  a  confused 
idea  of  a  Great  Being,  and  actions  which  they  con- 
sider it  impossible  for  man  to  eflfect  they  ascribe  to 
that  Being,  but  they  have  no  knowledge  that  they  are 
possessed  of  souls>  any  more  than  beasts;  of  course 
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^y  have  no  knowleci^  of  a  future  state  of  eadsteooe. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  middte  regions  of  Africa,  such 
as  those  nations  on  the  coast  of  Guinea,  had  in  ttie 
intyiorfromityhayetfoweeoofbiedideaofaperirt^^ 
9^  death,  formasy  of  tbein,wbDhaie  beendiagied 
fyoofk  their  native  cUnea  to  ^wry  ia  <kir  West:  Indfe 
i§lfgula»  kw^  derived  con£nrtin  Adr  ddefat  eeoditbn, 
fi^ip  tht^  ftirltfrn  hop^  that  when  tiiey  dia^  d»y  sWI 
cftura  to  (heir  owq  eemtfiy :  hiitt  this  soperiDr  boom-* 
ledg^  may  arise  iron  inroeauiesy  tbei^  beii^  nucfe 
nearer  to  Judea  the  fooalaioof  all  sMnd  knonrledgeiof 
God^  and  liicewise  to  Arabia,  the  ongioal  seat  of 
Mabogietapfem ;  aed  especially  iNNn  Mtkomema 
Moors  irsqipefitly  tfaversjng  these  fogieM.  But  dsosa 
parts  of  South  Africa  ^MA  «e  iobabilad  by  Hotl«H 
tots,  Caffiesi  Bushmen^  Commas,  Bootchnana^  Na^ 
maquaas,  and  Damaras,  have  been  fiM*  oMre  distant 
from  tltiese  soucoes  of  ioftrmatioi^  and  perhaps  in 
s^ne  parts  .90  separated  by  tracMess  and  uiatorlaiii 
deserts,  t^t  km  permis  possessing  any  vabnUe 
iofiMrqiati^n  have  been  aUe  to  cross  then;  eonee* 
qaently  it  is  not  wonderful  to-  fred  th«ie  nations  who 
live  at  the  southermost  paits  of  the  ealth,  which-were 
inaccessible  befiore  the  days  of  eamded  navigation,  » 
i^iorant  of  revealed  truth.  But  the  God  of  heaven^ 
who  is  rich  in  mercy,  has  in  these  last  days  led  men  to 
find  out  methods  for  circumaavigMmg  the  ^obe,  and 
carrying  his  treasures  of  truth  into  every  laMk 

The  Bushmen  are  said  to  be  kind  to  then*  own 
offiprji^  thou^  there  are  frequent  instances  of  women 
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Biid  ha¥e  bad  cbilAtto  murderfog  them^  if  itbe&tbflr 
nfutod  ta  provide  fof  tbem. 

Tte  chief  aTWMfflii»ti  of  tbgjrchik^ 
mmm$fA  inecto  and  teMbi,  and  tbcowiag  asi^r^a 
Tbeir  opty  employineiit  is  to  fetch  water  for  the  fiunity^ 
The  pareots  only  teach  their  cfaoldriBQ  how  to  act  in 
ffar^  and  comaA  titma  to  be  Aikbfiil  to  each  ether% 
Th^  veiy  iddom  chastise  their  childfei^  but  wfaeo 
tbef  do>  eten  the  least  of  them  wH  resist  by  tiurowiog 
fltoles  at  thor  pamils^ 

They  make  ik)thing  but  bows,  arrows,  and  pots  of 
t^.  Tb^  geperatty  carry  tiieir  water  in  ostrich  egg 
sh^  and  the  sheUc^  die  land  tottoise;  tb^  likewise 
Mse  tbebUter  as  a  disb^  out  of  which  they  eat. 

They  use  no  forai  in  tbrir  marriages^,  A  young 
min  courts  the  object  of  his  afibotioa — teastes  her  in 
the  night  tine  to  take  him  to  be  her  husband,,  and 
wiU  sometimes  pidl  her  out  of  the  hut  while  asleep^ 
aod  tectte  her  tiU  he  obtains  her  consmt  He  n^ed 
9Qt  ask  the  coosei^  of  her  pfcrents^  or  even  tdl  them, 
but  on  jDiarnage  be  makes  a  feast  for  them,  when  he 
gives  them  a  present  of  a  bow  and  arrows,  or  an 
assagay,  or  a  skki  sack* 

The  prevailing  diseases  among  them  are  fevors  ahd 
consumptions*  They  use  no  medicines  except  a  certaio 
root,  Th^  have  also  what  they  term  a  snoring  over 
(be  sid^  whw  diey  pretend  to  take  animals  from  them. 
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Wbeo  any  of  tbim  has  a  broken  Umb,  tbey  sow  a 
piece  of  skin  tight  round  it  Tbey  are  qmsideraUy 
aflfected  wben  any  person  is  likely  to  die^  and  make 
laaientatioas  over  tbem^  and  condone  d<nng  so  for 
sevend  days.  Friends  attend  their  fiinend^  and  when 
buried^  tfiey  stick  the  person's  bow  imd  staff  into  the 
gn^Ci  and  surround  it  with  a  hedge.  SoQietiaaes 
wbcitt  a-  person  is  sick,  they  will  send  for  one  who  is 
reputed  a  witoh  OF  wtaard^  vHio  dances  round  tbeoip 
Itnd  exercises  some  pretended  influence.  Tbey  believe 
that  such  a  person  has  power  to  inflict  death;  indeed 
they  think  that  but  for  them  no  perscm  would  die. 

They  somedmes  quairrd  among  themselves^  boA 
fight  with  their  poisoned  arrows,  bot  genendfy  these 
quarrels  are  soon  over^  when  they  become  good  friends 
again.  The  manner  in  which  any  discover  superiority 
of  talent  is  by  speaking  nx>re  ftiently,  mtikbg  better 
boWd  and  arrows,  and  being  more  expert  in  riiootii^ 
game.  They  have  frequent  wars  with  their  neighbdursi 
as  well  as  among  diem&elves.  Theff  wars  with  their 
neighbours  arise  fix)m  their  stealing  cattle  from  them ; 
and  those  among  themselves  are  about  their  ground, 
for  each  has  a  range  which  he  calls  his  own,  so  that  if 
others  pick  roots  used  for  food  from  it,  or  gather  hooey 
on  it,  they  are  considered  as  agjpressors. 

Their  number  cannot  be  great — not  more  than  a 
few  thousands.  Some  of  them  begin  to  keep  catde,' 
which  they  never  did  before.  When  the  ground  is  so 
dry  that  none  of  tb^ir  instruments  can  penetrate  i^  so 
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tti  to  dig  Up  roots,  they  Buffer  exceedingly.  Tlieir  huts 
are  thesmalleBt  of  any  of  the  nations  I  virited,  and 
ttwiy  of  them  ha?6  not  even  that  atcommodation,  but 
aleep  in  dens  and  caves  on  the  moontains^  Thc^ 
eoontiy  bdng  next  to  the  Colony  of  Good^Hope, 
some  of  them  have  seen  the  habitations  and  other  con* 
neniences  of  civUized  roen^  and  libewito  those  of  the 
fldissionary  stations,  bat  they  do  not  consider  their 
condition  as  worse  than  the  condition  of  the  eivilhted. 
When  people  are  kind  to  them,  and  gain  their  friend- 
ship, they  may  be  confided  in,  but  if  they  are  oflfended, 
they  will  try  to  murder  in  revenge  for  the  offence. 

They  have  no  other  animals  than  dogs,  and  they  use 
them  well.  Tiiey  often  obtain  game  by  means  of  their 
bow  and  arrows,  and  also  by  making  deep  holes  in  the 
earth,  into  which  the  game  falls,  and  sometimes  by 
poisoning  the  waters  to  which  the  animals  come  to  drink. 
They  are  all  fond  of  tobacco.  Many  of  them  liv6  to 
a  crasiderable  ag^.  They  make  no  provision  for  those 
whom  they  are  to  leave  behind  when  they  die. 

The  Bushmen  near  the  mouth  of  the  Great  River, 
on  the  birth  of  their  children,  rub  them  all  over  with 
sand,  and  when  a  week  old,  bum  off  all  the  haur  that 
may  be  on  their  heads  with  withered  grass,  because 
they  think  tlie  first  hair  is  not  good.  Whether  the  cus- 
tom be  universal  among  that  people  I  could  not  learn. 

The  Bushmen  and  Namacquaas  affirm,  that  persons 
undergoing  a  certain  {Mt)cess  cannot  be  poisoned. 

3  L 
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They  allow  acorpions  and  two  kioda  of  serpents  to 
sting  tbem  in  many  diffisrent  parts  of  the  bodj,  after 
which  they  swallow  some  of  their  poison,  which  thqr 
think  counteracts  the  effect  of  the  stiqg.  Tb^ 
^flirm  that  if  a  person  who  has  undergone  thift 
preparation,  is  walking,  and  meets  a  serpent,  if  he  takes 
the  japkal's  tail  which  he  carries,  and  rubs  off  the  sweat 
from  under  his  arms  and  throws  it  before  the  sorpentj 
be  will  stop  aqd  aUow  himself  tq  be  ta^en^ 


pOME  NAMACQUA  WORDS, 


Nuoap 

^ores 

Kaboo 

Dadii 
Koi^ 

Aub 

Dtiras 

Ummi 

Ams  ummi 

Pe  c^KKsbo  n^b 
De  cao  aub 
De  eufaa  aub 
Madikab 
Moosh 


{ 
{ 
{ 

{ 


heaven 

mm 

moon 

eternal  and 
eternity 

man^  or  hu- 
man being, 

man,  or  hus- 
band 

woman 

house 

the  door  of 
ihehouie 

tkt  rich  man 

ihepoorman 

the  bad  man 

howdojfoudo 


Murry 

Kommaii 

Kommadi 

Draui 

Draion 

Brli 

Briki 

Comab 

Comacu 

Haap 

Haam 

Urib 

Urica 

Eidab 

Eidagu 

Eama 

Ooip 

Aooaga 


eyes 

cow 

co^ 

calf 

calves 

buck  or  goat 

bucks 

ox 

oxen 

horse 

horses 

touse 

See 

M 
hnx 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAP.  XXXVIL 


DEPARTURE  FROM  PELLAM^ROSSINO  A  D£SERP-AERI« 
VAL  AT  WATEiU-REACH  SILVER  FOUNTAIN-CONDUCT 
OF  SCORPIONS-CURE  OP  STING— DEATH  OF  MRS.  SASS. 

Sbpt.  <3hl« 

Our  business  being  setded  at  Pelia,  and  having 
obtained  all  the  information  we  could  respecting  the 
countries  beyond  tfaein,  we  prepared  for  our  departure 
across  die  desert  It  was  long  before  the  oxen  were 
yoked,  as  some  of  them,  being  young,  were  unwilling 
to  commence  a  life  of  servitude;  one  in  particular 
made  a  strong  resistance  to  the  yoke.  They  were 
obliged  to  hold  him,  lying  on  his  side  on  the  ground^ 
before  he  would  allow  the  yoke  to  touch  his  neck.  At 
length  all  bdng  ready,  we  went  into  the  meeting,  and 
joined  in  prayer  with  the  peofde^  that  we  might  have  a 
prosperous  journey  by  the  will  of  God,  aftei"  which  we 
bade  them  fiu'ewell,  and  departed  about  four  P.M. 
accompanied  by  Mr.  AllMnecht  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helm^ 
and  continued  travelling  until  half  past  nine,  when  we 
hidted  without  coming  to  water,  owing  to  the  bushes 
becoming  loi^  and  the  ground  uneven.  The  night  felt 
very  cold  after  die  powerful  heat  of  Pella. 
3lS 
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SSrd.  The  ground  was  covered  with  whke  fiwt  in 
the  momii^.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  40.  On 
loddi^  round  I  observed  that  though  the  ground 
around  was  level,  it  lay  as  high  as  the  tops  of  the 
highest  mountains  on  the  side  of  the  Gr^  River  to 
the  north,  so  that  we  bad  certainly  been  ascending  the 
whole  journey  of  the  past  day.  We  departed  at  seven 
A.M.  and  reached  Rosine  Fountain  (Raison)  at  half 
past  nine.  Travellii^  S.W.  by  W.  Thermometer  at 
noon,  78. 

There  is  a  species  of  serpent  which,  on  seeing  man 
or  beast  approaching,  ^ideavours  to  get  to  die  wind- 
ward, vfbm  it  spits  its  poison  that  it  may  be  blown  into 
the  eyes  «f  tbe  eneioy.  If  the  leist  pnvtide  gels  into 
the  eyesy  tbe  p^nraa  will  be  Uind  finr  some  days.  This 
is  the  means  of  defence  with  which  providence  has 
fiuiiMhedit  TbenussioMriesreiiwkdiatinNamac- 
qua  land,  where  there  is  good  ground  tbeiieia  no  wttei^ 
and  where  there  is  water  there  is  no  good  ground* 

Departed  at  four  P.M.  after  tbe  otm  hud  tajkeo 
their  last  draught,  till  tbey  should  hi^ve  teeompljshed 
a  three  days  jourasy,  over  adesert  of  saaiL  We  vert 
ftvoured  by  a  cool  afternoon*  As  we  passed  akqg 
I  observed  an  insect  tfaat  emitted  a  sound  nwembtog 
the  Scotch  bagpipe. 

84di.  At  two  o'dock  in  tbe  momiiq;  we  had  to 
encouoler  a  stod  hill  which  was  a  fiHwi^faUe  obstnic* 
tion  to  our  progress,  and  greatiy  fatigued  our  owfi 
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In  «sc«Dd]og  it,  the  wbwia  nearly  3MQk  to  the  uler 
Every  006  eidedtjieaiwith  ell  twn^t  ThereuKneter 
9^WKhtm4^.  HaUedajtseveo,  A«M.  alter  cootinuiag 
fiftaeii  home  in  mottoo^  without  water.  Wherever  the 
eye  turned  there  was  Dothiog  hot  the  porfec^ioo  of 
aterility:  the  hills  appeared  a  brown  burnt  colouri 
and  the  plain  was  deep  sand,  strewed  with  tufts  of 
witbeined  gra^s.  The  oooflidemtioD  of  being  so  fax 
firom  any  cooling  stream  or  fountain  of  water,  no 
doubt  added  to  the  gloominess  of  that  desert,  to 
which  there  was  no  visible  terminatigou  Adam  Kok, 
a  Mj^ain  of  the  Gri<]puias  once  nearly  lost  his  life 
in  crossii^  the  same  desert.  Two  horses  which  he 
rode  died,  and  he  would  have  died  likewiae,  had  not 
some  who  accompanied  him  persevered  in  throwmg 
cold  sand  on  his  breast,  ^  he  reached  water* 

Wii^I  wasjNtting  in  a  retired  comer  under  a  rode, 
n  little  pietly  solitary  bird  hopped  around  me^  wkbin 
a  yard's  distance  unconsdous  <^  danger  firom  the 
human  species*  I  did  nothing  to  injure  our  character 
in  its  estimation.  Mankind  must  be  a  rare  sight  to 
an  inhabitant  of  such  a  deaeart  It  seemed  to  come  as 
if  on  purpose  to  divert  my  attentno  from  the  dreary 
scene,  before  me;  if  so,  it  eflbct^  its  purpose  for  the 
aii^t  of  it  led  to  a  train  of  thought  very  diflSreent 

Peparled  from  the  range  of  rocks  where  we  had 
halted  to  re^  ourselves  and  oxen,  at  luxm,  when  the 
thermometer  wiis  76.  Wo  bad  been  travelling  in  deq> 
sand  all  day.  The  lowing  of  the  oxen  and  the  howling  of 
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the  dogs  for  water,  were  painful  to  bear,  and  it  was  more 
painfiil  to  reflect  how  much  more  fidgued  and  thirsty 
Aey  must  be  before  any  rdief  could  be  obtained. 
The  Hottentots  in  such  a  case  say,  ''Shut  yoiifr  eyes 
endears,  and  press  forward  till  you  get  out  (^  such  a 
country  as  this:*  diat  is^  do  not  from  pity  to  die 
oxen  halt,  for  that  would  only  increase  their  misery, 
by  detaining  them  hmger  firom  water.  The  sand  with 
which  the  country  is  covered  is  red. 

At  nine,  P.M.  we  passed  some  Bushmen  who  were 
sitting  round  a  fire  at  die  foot  of  a  hilL  A  Namaoqua, 
whom  Mr.  Albrecbt  had  sent  forward  with  his  horse 
and  oxen,  he  found  loitering  with  the  Bushmen  instead 
of  ha9tening  forward  to  water,  to  save  the  life  of  his 
horse,  which  could  not  endure  thirst  so  long  as  an  ox 
This  lazy  man  said  that  he  could  not  go  fiuther  till 
1^  had  bad  a  sleep;  so  we  left  him,  but  drove  on  the 
oxen  and  horse.  At  midnight  the  cold  was  piercing 
and  the  sand  deep,  especially  while  travelling  ov^ 
heights.  Travelled  S.W.  by  W. 

fl5th.  A  litde  before  sun-rise  our  loose  oxen  in- 
stantly set  off  at  fidl  speed  towards  a  comer  among 
hilb.  They  had  smelled  water,  but  though  there  cer- 
tainly was  water  in  the  comer  to  which  they  had 
hastened,  yet  there  was  none  above  ground,  and  diey 
tAt  disappointed.  They  stood  snuffing  in  the  air  in 
every  direction  for  the  space  of  a  minut^  after  whidi 
they  again  set  off  full  speed  in  another  dmctioo,  and 
were  not  disappointed,  for  they  came  to  what  is  called 
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Quick  fixintaio,  whidi  conasts  of  two  pools  of  water. 
Th^  all  rushed  into  the  pools^  and  the  sheep  and 
dog9>  who  reached  the  water  nearly  at  the  same  time^ 
pushed  under  the  bellies  of  the  oxen,  and  all  drank 
togetbar^  at  least  as  many  as  the  pods  could  hold :. 
Such  as  could  not  g^  admission  ran  with  violence 
a^inst  those  who  were  standing  in  the  water,  by  which 
they  obtained  as  much  room  as  permitted  their  mouths 
to  reach  it  Several  went  away  twice,  as  if  satisfied, 
but  soon  returned  to  drink  more.  It  was  extremely 
difficult  to  detain  the  oxen  that  were  yoked  in  the 
waggons  till  their  yokes  were  taken  oE  As  they  got 
firee,  eveiy  one  ran  towards  the  water,  without  waiting 
for  his  fellow.  None  of  them  had  tasted  water  for 
thirty-eight  hours,  peiiiaps  some  of  them  for  several 
hours  longer,  and  had  dragged  waggons  through  deep 
sand  for  about  ninety  miles.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
not  one  ox  perished  in  the  desert,  for  which  we  met  to 
give  thanks  to  Him  to  whom  it  was  due.  Quick 
Fountain  im)ceeds  from  the  bottom  of  a  mountain 
composed  of  one  solid  rock.   Travelled  S.  W.  by  W. 

We  intended  to  have  left  Quick  Fountain,  in  con- 
^uenpe  of  the  great  scarcity  of  grass,  at  noon ;  but 
the  oxen  had  strayed  in  search  of  grass,  and  could  not 
be  found :  Bushmen  being  in  the  nei^bourhood,  we 
were  anxious  respecting  their  safety.  I  was  amused 
by  seeing  the  Hottentots  shoeing  an  ox,  tiiat  walked 
lame  in  consequence  of  his  hoo&  being  injured  by  the 
sharp  stones.  He  lay,  with  his  legs  tied  together,  on  the 
ground,  while  they  festened  shoes  o{  skin  over  the  hoofi. 
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26tlL  I  was  glad  to  hear,  hnmedtately  on  awaking 
in  the  morning,  tbat  during  the  n^t  the  oten  had 
been  found;  but  they  said  we  must  leaw  Quidr 
Fountain  direcdy,  as  the  oxen  could  get  nothing  to 
eat  We  accordin^y  got  all  in  readmess  by  eight, 
A.  M.  and  departed.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  44: 
noon  62.  Our  approach  to  the  Ocean  was  both  felt 
and  seen ;  felt  by  the  coobess^  and  seen  by  the  heavens 
being  covered  with  clouds,  a  sight  we  had  not  beheld 
for  several  months.  We  travelled  westward  among 
low  hills  till  we  came  to  grass,  at  three,  P.M.  where 
we  halted,  and  attended  to  worship  while  our  oxen 
were  feeding. 

On  the  driven  oxen  coming  up,  we  found  Uiey  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  one  ox  behind,  beir^  unaUe  to 
walk  farther.  On  numbering  all  our  cattle,  we  found 
two  others  were  missing,  when  we  dispatched  three 
Hottentots,  and  a  Bushman  who  had  accompanied  us 
from  Griqua  town,  in  quest  of  them :  the  former  taking 
their  guns,  and  the  latter  his  bow  anjd  arrows,  and 
some  provisions  for  their  support. 

There  being  no  water,  we  were  obliged  to  depart 
at  six,  P.M.  and  push  forward  on  our  journey  to  the 
westward,  among  low  rocky  hilb,  till  half  past  ten  at 
night,  when  we  arrived  at  Silver  Fountain,  the  resi-^ 
dence  of  old  Cornelius  Kok,  and  our  missionary 
friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sass,  who  received  us  with  mudi 
pleasure. 
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S7ih«  The  monuQg  l^ht  discovered  to  us  where  we 
were.  It  wai  a  ^valley  of  severa)  tnil^  in  circum- 
ference,  surrounded  by  bari^  rocky  mountains,  having 
tliree  or  four  openings  between  them  for  getting  out  of 
the  valley  in  di&rebt  direction^.  The  grass  being 
eaten  up  in  the  yalley^  and  its  roots  invisible,  nothing 
but  hard  earth  appeared,  which  gave  to  the  whole 
aoene  a  niost  naked,  ^oomy  appearance ;  but  on  the 
retoni  of  the  rains,  when  the  grass  springs  up,  the  ap^ 
peavanee  niurt  be  gready  improved.  AU  live  in  huti 
covered  with  inats  of  rushes,  the  same  as  the  ordinary 
Hottentot  houses,  only  those  belonging  to  Comeliui 
Kok  and  Mr.  Sass  are  much  larger,  so  that  It  pelrsod 
can  walk  about  in  them. 

In  tlie  afternoon  I  visited,  with  Mr.  Albrechf,  the 
grave  of  his  deceased  wife,  formeriy  Miss  Bergman, 
who,  after  a  fatiguing  journey  of  several  months  from 
Capetown,  in  which  they  lost  about  forty  oxen,  died 
on  the  eighth  day  after  her  arrival  at  Silver  Fountain: 
Her  disappointment  on  expmencing  hardships  she 
never  expecuxl,  no  doubt  contributed  to  hasten  her 
dissolution.  She  had  been  in  that  land  some  time 
before,  viz.  at  Warm  Bath,  beyond  the  Great  Iliver, 
and  fled  with  the  others  from  the  {Sundering  Africaner. 
The  women,  for  some  time  before  their  flight,  sat  up 
«i^hole  nights  together,  apprehending  an  attack  every 
moment  From  what  she  mentioned  to  Mrs.  Sasj, 
she  had  expected  no  such  extreme  trials,  which  is  ndt 
surprising.  She  had  a  fine  understanding,  well  cufti^ 
vated,  but  of  a  feeble  constitution,  ill  suited  to  bear 
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the  deprivatioDS  to  which  a  missioDary  is  sometimes 
subject^.  Howefer,  I  have  bo  doubt  but  the  exchange 
of  worlds  was  most  hi4;>py  for  her. 

Mrs.  Sass,  a  most  lively,  well  informed  Christiai^ 
was  ill  of  the  tooth-adie  on  our  arrival,  but  during  tibe 
night  she  got  better.  She  appeared  remarkably  suited 
to  be  a  missionary's  wife.  Mr.  Sass  is  evidently  a  man 
of  ingenuity.  He  bad  made  a  blade  hat  foe  himself 
of  skin,  that  without  exact  inspebtion  woidd  have  been 
taken  for  English  manufacture.  His  Uack  skin  trowsers 
bad  also  nuich  the  appearance  of  doth:  his  shoes,  like- 
wise made  by  himself,  were  tbe  best  imitation  of 
English  shoes  I  had  seen  in  Africa:  his  tin  boxes 
were  a  tolerably  good  imitation.  They  appeared  to 
live  very  happy  togjBtber  in  the  middle  of  a  barren 
^'ildemess.    Thermometer  at  noon  7^ 

They  were  only  at  Silver  Fountain  as  a  temporary 
situation,  till  their  ultimate  destinatimi  should  be  re- 
solved on.  They  had  an  opportunity  of  teaching  a 
few  young  people  to  read,  and  to  inforpi  them  of  the 
things  of  God,  likewise  of  instructing  tbe  parenb 
ipoming  and  evening;  but  many  <^  the  people  vreie 
gme,  and  old  Kok  had  it  in  contemplation  to  retire  to 
Griqua  town,  to  end  his  days  with  hb  sops  and  other 
relations  who  live  there.  It  was  therefore,  after  much 
deliberation,  resolved  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saas,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hdm,  who  were  present  with 
ps  from  Pella,  should  go  to  the  kraal  of  Orlams  on  the 
(jrreat  River;  to  which  proposal  the  partieaagreed^  and 
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seemed  all  pleased  by  the  prospect  of  reaching  a  greater 
and  probably  more  permaneat  sphere  of  usefulness. 

fiSth.  Mrs*  Sass  remarked  to  me  in  the  morning, 
that  though  preservation  of  children  in  London,  who 
are  exposed  to  so  many  carts  and  carriages,  is  con- 
sidered a  remarkable  providence,  yet  that  here,  divine 
providence  is  still  more  remarkable,  for  almost  every 
fly,  and  every  insect  that  crawls  upon  the  ground,  is 
furnished  with  poison,  and  they  are  often  creeping 
about  children  while  rolling  on  the  ground,  yet  they 
are  very  seldom  stung  by  them.  "  For  example,"  said 
she,  ^  the  scorpion  is  perhaps  the  most  venomous  of 
all  creatures,  yet  lately,  in  the  course  of  one  month  we 
found  twelve  scorpions  in  our  house,  under  stones 
which  supported  our  chests;  and  once  we  found  a 
centipede  (or  creature  with  a  hundred  feet)  in  our  bed, 
M  hich  is  very  venomous.** 

In  order  to  exhibit  something  of  the  scorpion,  they 
dug  a  hole,  into  which  they  put  four  of  them.  They 
soon  began  to  fight  till  they  killed  one  another.  Then: 
mode  of  fighting  was  curious.  Having  two  claws  like  a 
crab's,  with  these  they  attempted  to  seize  each  other  by 
the  head.  When  one  happened  to  be  thus  caught,  ha 
seemed  sensible  of  his  danger  from  his  opponent  and 
cried  out;  but  the  other,  r^rdless  of  his  cries,  turned 
round  his  tail  and  gave  him  one  sting :  the  one  tliat 
was  stung,  as  if  aware  of  its  mortality,  resisted  no 
more,  but  lay  down  till  he  died ;  &e  other,  as  if  aware 
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of  the  same  thing,  gave  himself  no  further  trouble. 
They  all  had  the  same  method  of  fitting,  aad  all  the 
vanquished  act^  in  the  same  manner;  after  which 
the  surviving  conqueror  was  also  put  to  dea&  by  Mr. 
Sass,  as  a  creature  dat)gat)i»  to  be  allowed  to  live. 

The  remedy  which  the  natives  apply  when  stui^  by 
such  creatures,  is  putting  a  living  frog  to  the  wouod, 
into  which  creature  it  is  supposed  the  poison  is  trans* 
ferred  fit)m  the  wound,  and  it  dies ;  then  th^  apply 
another  which  dies  also :  the  third  perhaps  only  be- 
comes sickly,  and  the  fourth  no  way  aflfected.  When 
this  is  observed,  the  poison  is  considered  to  be  ex- 
tracted, and  the  patient  cured.  Another  method  is  to 
apply  a  kidney,  scarlet,  or  other  bean,  which  swells; 
then  they  apply  another  and  another,  till  the  bean 
ceases  to  be  aflfected,  when  they  consider  the  poison 
extracted.    Thermometer  at  noon  86. 

The  rainy  season  at  Silver  Fountain  was  nearly 
over,  but  the  r^in  had  been  so  seantyi  that  not  a  blade 
of  grass  had  appeared ;  of  course  their  prospect  was 
gloomy.  Though  I  had  preached  the  night  before^ 
Mrs.  Sass  requested  diat,  as  she  had  not  heard  an 
English  sermon  for  a  long  time,  I  would  preach  again 
in  the  evening,  when  she  would  be  able  to  attend.  I 
did  90f  from  Matt  xxiv.  14.  but  little  dki  she  or  I 
imagine  that  the  last  sermon  she  was  to  hear  on  earth 
was  to  be  preached  at  her  own  request.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  she  conversed  cheerfully,  and 
manifested  no  ordinary  degree  of  good  sense. 
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£9d).  AboQt  two  o'doek  ki-the  moroiog  Mrs.  Sass 
was  taken  very  ill,  and  it  was  npt  many  hours  befofd 
she  was  convinced  that  death  was  approaching^  ^md 
cbfanly  gave  directions  concerning  all  h^  afiMrs» 
Bdng  asked  by  Mr*  Read  if  her  hopes  were  ^igh^ 
«he  answered  she  could  bot  my  that  they  were 
bright,  for  she  was  enduring  gneat  pain,  but  she  conld 
say  they  were  stedfastly  fixed  on  that  gfdat  truth, 
*^  that.  Jesus  Christ  came'  into  the  worid  to  save 
sinners*"  About  five,  P*M.  Ait  ^i^pressed  a  desire 
to  see  me,  when  I  stated  to  her  some  of  the  leading 
truths  of  the  word  of  God.  After  this  she  desired 
to  see  Mr.  Read,  to  tdl  him  wliat  he  should  improve 
her  death  from,  to  the  people^  Qn  his  coming  she 
desired  it  might  be  done  from  £ph.  ii.  8.  ^^  By 
grace  are  ye  saved,  through  frdth,  and  that  not  of 
yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  While  we  were  all 
standing  round  her,  widiont  any  struggle  ^e  gently 
breathed  her  last.  She  indeed  seemed  to  be  Men 
asleep.  By  her  death,  her  husband  lost  an  affectionate, 
excellent  wifi^  and  the  Society  a  valuable  missionary. 
Mysterious  are  the  ways  of  God!  Mrs.  Albrecht 
and  she,  of  whom  great  expectations  were  formed, 
both  died  on  the  same  spot  in  the  wilderness,  the  one 
toon  after  tlie  other,  and  before  dther  had  reached  a 
settled  missionary  station!  It  is  also  remarkabte, 
that  we  siiould  have  come  just  in  time  to  witness  her 
exit  to  the  upper  world.  Our  presence  was  also 
helpful  to  her  afl9icted  husband,  who  otherwise  would 
have  been  left  alone  among  a  few  ignorant  Hottentots. 
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■I'll  '  -^ 

The  loudest  thunder  I  ever  beard  was  about  noon. 
One  peal  had  five  or  six  reports  or  explosions^  loud^ 
than  a  thousand  cannon  going  off  at  the  same  time, 
which  appeared  at  only  a  few  yards  distance.  I  felt 
a  headache  immediately  after,  which  continued  the 
whde  afternoon.  I  walked  out  and  witnessed  with 
pleasing  wonder  the  forked  lightning  darting  among 
the  neighbouring  hills.  There  was  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind  before  the  thunder,  but  it  ceased  with  it  We 
had  intended  to  have  left  Silver  Fountain  during  the 
day,  but  we  could  not  leave  Mr.  Sass  in  his  painful 
circumstances. 

30th.  We  resolved  to  put  off  our  departure  till  the 
morrow,  for  the  comfort  of  our  bereaved  brother  Sass, 
and  to  assist  in  carrying  her  remains  to  the  house  ap- 
pointed for  all  living.  Preached  in  the  evening  in  re- 
ference, to  Mrs.  Sass  8  death,  from  1  Thess.  iv.  13.  &c. 
Thermometer  at  noon  72. 

OctobcF  1.  At  seven  in  the  morning  we  followed 
the  remains  of  Mrs.  Sass  to  the  grave,  where  Mr. 
AUM-ecbt  gave  an  address  from  John  xi.  11.  ^'Our 
friend  Lazarus  sleepeth.'*  Mr.  Beed  afterwards  preach- 
ed in  the  meeting  place  fixmi  the  text  she  had  sdected 
for  the  occasion. 
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CHAP.  XXXVIII. 


LEAVE  SILVER  FOUNTAIN- MEET  A    DOOR— KNEW  NO- 
THING  OF   THE    STATE    OF    EUROPE— REACH    FIRST 
HOUSE  IN    COLONY— COME   IN    SIGHT    OF    ETHIOPTC 
OCEAN— MOSAMBIQUE     SLAVE— GREAT     HEAT— BAD 
.  WATER. 

juLT  one,  P.M.  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  drawn 
by  oxen  belonging  to  Cornelius  Kok,  which  were  to 
assist  U3  for  two  or  three  da3's.  Thermome^r  at  noon 
84.  As  I  walked  along  I  almost  trod  upon  a  serpent ; 
it  hissed  with  all  its  might  We  were  told^  that  in 
Namacqualand  it  frequently  happens^  after  rain,  that 
so  many  serpents  come  out  of  their  holes,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  walk  without  treading  on  them.  We 
halted  about  ten,  P.M.  among  hills>  and  without 
water.  The  way  was  circuitous,  in  consequ^ice  of 
the  hills,  but  always  inclined  to  the  S.W. 

2nd.  The  rising  sun  discovered  that  we  were  sur- 
rounded with  beauty :  the  bushes  were  all  in  flower  of 
various  colours;  but  the  prevailing  colours  were  ydr 
low,  white,  and  pink,  of  various  hues.  We  had  ob- 
served no  dew  for  a  long  time  till  now ;  tlie  bushes 
were  sprinkled  with  it.   We  moved  at  six  in  the  moix^ 
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ing^  and  baited  at  Majis  Fountaio  about  balf  after 
seven:  tbe  road  was  billy.  A  boor  and  bis  wife 
baited  witb  tbeir  waggon,  tbe  first  person  belonging 
to  tbe  cdony  we  bad  seen  for  near  five  montbs. 
We  inquired  if  be  knew  i^ny  thing  of  tbe  state  of 
£uropey  or  of  Ibe  war,  or  about  Cape-town ;  but 
be  knew  notbing  about  any  of  tbem.  He  said  tbe 
Field  Comet  bad  lately  got  some  papers  and  letters 
sent  bim  by  tbe  Landdrost,  wbicb  be  tbought  migbt  be 
for  us.  We  sent  off  a  messenger  directly  to  inquire, 
thoQgb  it  was  near  twenty  miles  distant.  Tbe  boor 
gave  us  some  flower  and  bitter  oranges,  and  some 
milk,  wbicb  were  very  acceptable.  Their  infant  child 
had  a  bare  lip,  which  we  recommended  to  them  to  get 
closed  byti  doctor;  to  which  the  mother  objected  by 
saying,  that  as  God  bad  appointed  it,  she  would  not 
alter  it  Upon  the  same  principle  I  thought  if  she 
should  happen  to  have  her  leg  broken,  she  ought  by 
no  means  to  have  it  set,  but  should  allow  it  to  dangle 
at  the  end  of  her  stump  during  tbe  remainder  of  her 
life.  He  had  set  out  on  a  journey  to  Capetown  to 
obtain  grain ;  but  having,  about  balf  way,  obtained  a 
sack  of  wheat  ibr  an  ox,  he  and  his  family  returned. 
They  attended  our  worship,  after  which  we  presented 
them  witb  some  tracts  in  tlie  Dutch  language.  They 
lived  at  a  little  distance,  to  which  they  set  off  about 
noon,  so  that  they  would  >pn!}^  lipon  tbeir  slaves  at  a 
very  unexpected  season.    Thermometer  at  noon  79* 

At  four,  P^M .  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  over  a 
hilly  road.    About  five  we  killed  a  large  puff  adder 
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nbout  fire  feet  long,  and  in  the  middle  nearly  the 
tbtckne89  of  a  man  s  leg.  At  seven  in  the  evening  wd 
tame  to  the  first  boor's  house  in  the  colony.  Hk 
name  is  Lear ;  he  has  had  ten  daughters,  \vbo  are  all 
married.  The  parents  were  not  above  forty  years  of 
age.  Then-  servants  are  Hottentots  and  have  thd 
appearance  of  extreme  wretchedness,  being  covered 
with  tattered  skins  worn  by  thfe  sheep  of  former  times, 
and  their  bodies  so  filthy  that  they  seem  not  to  have 
been  washed  since  they  were  bom.  The  lady  siti 
with  a  long  stick  in  her  hand,  commanding  in  the 
tone  of  a  general,  and  her  orders  are  instantaneously 
obeyed. 

The  chief  articles  visible  in  the  house  were  ddns^ 
There  was  a  low  table,  and  three  things  which  bad 
once  been  chairs.  In  the  comer  there  was  a  space 
enclosed  by  a  mud  wall,  about  eighteen  inches  bigh^ 
with  some  skins  spread  on  the  floor  of  it,  which  pro* 
baUy  was  the  flunily  bed.  Their  son,  a  tall  young 
man  of  eighteen  years  of  age  was  lying  on  his  back 
in  it^  gazing  M  the  strangers.  His  name  was  Daniel^ 
and  the  place  where  he  lay  resembled  a  den.  They 
were  very  kind  to  us,  furnishing  us  with  plenty  of  miik^ 
some  butter,  and  a  small  loaf,  which  were  valuable 
articles  to  people  in  our  circumstances. 

Srd.  Mr.  A.  preached  in  the  morning.  Thermo- 
meter at  noon,  80:  at  three  P.M.  94,  at  which  time 
we  left  Lear  s  place  in  hopes  of  reaching  his  mother's 
and  preaching  there.    At  six  P.M.  we  came  to  a 
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Hottentot  kraal,  where  we  would  have  bpdted  for  the 
ni^ht,  but  their  fountain  was  dried  up,  so  that  they 
had  no  water  for  nian  or  beast;  and  were  to  reax>ve 
from  it  on  the  morrow.  From  thdr  own  account  they 
had  once  a  better  place,  but  a  boor  having  asked  per- 
mission first  to  sow  a  little  com,  then  to  erect  a  mitl, 
they  aUowed  it;  after  which  he  apfdied  to  government 
for  a  grant  of  the  whole  place,  which  thqf  promised, 
not  knowing  that  it  was  in  the  possessicm  of  these  Hot- 
tentots ;  of  course  they  were  driven  from  it 

An  old  Hottentot  txAd  us  that  he  remembered  the 
time  when  the  boors  were  all  within  five  days  journey 
of  Cape-town,  and  the  country  was  fiill  of  Hottentot 
kraals;  but  they  have  been  giradually  driven  up  the 
country  to  make  room  for  the  white  people. 

At  sun-set  we  had  our  first  sight  of  the  Western  or 
Ethiopic  Ocean^  it  being  nearly  half  a  year  since  we  lost 
sight  of  the  Eastern  or  Indian  Ocean  on  the  other  side 
of  the  continent,  which  very  probity  is  die  first  time 
that  the  continait  of  Afirica  has  been  crossed  so  hi^ 
up  in  the  interior.  Our  journey  across  the  continent 
being  terminated,  our  way  now  inditied  to  the  S.E. 
instead  of  the  W. 

At  eight  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Mrs.  Vandervest- 
huis's  *  Place,  and  were  kindly  received  by  the  old 


*  Whkh  signifies,  from  the  west  houses. 
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lady.     Mr.  Read  preached  to  her  numerous  fiuuily  of 
^ves  and  Hottentots. 

4tti*  Mrs.  Vandervesthuis's  slaves,  &c.  croud  the 
house.  She  said,  in  their  presence,  that  when  any  of 
them  behaves  ill,  she  gives  them  forty  stripes  save  one; 
yet  I  do  not  suppose  that  she  treats  them  harshly,  for 
they  seemed  cheerfuL  She  well  remembered  Vaillant, 
who  lived  a  good  while  at  her  bouse.  She  said  he 
never  was  above  ten  days  absent  from  her  house, 
when  he  went  farther  up  the  country,  and  these  he 
spent  among  the  Kamis  Mountains  opposite,  seeking 
birds,  stones,  and  flowers,  which  appeared  to  her 
very  idle  employment  She  also  remarked,  that  the 
wind  sometimes  blew  so  violent  in  that  part  of  Africa, 
as  to  upset  their  waggons.  The  water  here  is  thick, 
as  if  mixed  with  pipe  clay. 

Having  mentioned  to  Mrs.  Vandervesthuis  that 
Vaillant  had  published  an  account  of  his  travels  in 
Africa,  and  bad  mantioned  her 'in  it,  she  enquired 
very  anxiously,  if  he  had  mentioned  in  his  book  that 
she  had  given  him  a  good  drubbing  with  a  sambuck* 
when  they  were  travelling  together  to  the  Cape,  for 
speaking  improperly  of  her  daughters ;  but  she  added — 
Had  I  been  alone  he  would  have  given  me  a  drubbing 
too,  but  two  of  my  sons  were  present,  both  stout  young 
men.     She  is  a  tall  and  still  a  strong  woman,  though 


A  kind  of  whip  made  of  the  skin  of  the  sea  cow. 
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ID  ber  75th  yeai\  While  speakiiig  of  Vailbmt  I  may 
venture  to  say  thus  much^  that  tboof^  bis  account  hms 
much  of  the  romantic  in  it,  yet  he  gives  the  best 
account  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  tlie  Hottentots 
\  have  seen* 

Mrs.  Vandervesthuis  has  a  very  clever  Mosambique 
l^lave,  who  is  a  kind  of  manager  of  her  concerns.  He 
was  fonnerly  a  slave  at  Cape^town,  but  ran  oSftoa^ 
his  master,. and  came  to  her  at  KlipvaUey,  ^ving  out 
that  he  was  a  Damara.  After  he  had  worked  soma 
time  with  them  for  wages>  th^  observed  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  Cape  paper,  describing  a  slave  who  bad 
absconded  from  his  master.  The  descriptioD  being 
fUQswerable  to  him,  he  was  apprehended.  He  admow- 
Ipdged  that  he  was  the  person,  and  had  nothii^  to  say 
against  his  master,  but  complained  thi^  he  had  too 
easy  access  to  liquor,  which  he  could  not  help  driukii^^ 
which  made  hino  drunk  and  good  for  nothing,  where- 
fore he  thought  U  best  to  run  away  from  the  liquor. 
He  begged  that  they  would  buy  him  off  fix>m  his 
master — accordingly  one  of  her  sons  went  to  the  Cape 
and  bought  him  from  his  master  for  nine  hundred 
rix-dollars.  Like  Joseph  in  the  bouse  of  Poliphar  be 
has  charge  of  all  the  slaves  and  Hottentots. 

Though  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind  all  the  day,  the  ther- 
mometer at  noon  was  94,  and  at  sun-set  86.  Mrs. 
Vandervesthuis  assisted  us  with  sixteen  oxen  for  the 
next  stage,  which  was  both  hilly  and  sandy.  We  left 
Klipvalley  at  four  P.M.  and  after  a  tiresome  journey 
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oyer  long  hills  of  deep  sand,  we  halted  at  eight  P.M. 
^  Koris  FouDtaioi  where  there  is  a  boor's  house  in 
ruinfl^  and  four  huts  for  the  accommodation  o^  those 
who  attend  bis  sheep.  Most  of  the  country  is  covered 
with  bushes,  many  of  which  are  of  the  succulent  kind^ 
and  all  in  flower,  which  renders  the  near  prospects 
extremely  beautiful,  but  when  viewed  at  a  distance 
they  have  no  better  effect  upon  the  scene  than  the 
wildest  heath. 

5th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise,  86.  At  noon  in  the 
shade  101,  which  was  rather  alarming,  as  noon  is 
never  the  hottest  part  of  the  day.  A  breeze  of  wind 
rendered  it  more  tolerable  than  it  must  otherwise  have 
been.  The  common  flies  were  numerous  and  trouble- 
some ;  the  perspiration  on  the  fieice  attracted  them,  and 
though  driven  away,  they  returned  in  an  instant^ 
walking  over  the  whole  face,  especially  about  the  eyes* 
They  likewise  rested  on  the  inky  part  of  my  pen,  so 
that  I  could  not  see  what  I  wrote;  to  drive  them  away 
was  useless,  it  was  only  making  way  for  successors. 
The  lowness  of  the  ground  which  was  surrounded  by 
hills  increased  the  heat.  At  half  past  three  P.M.  the 
thermometer  stood  at  lOS  when  compleatly  shaded 
from  the  sun.  My  silver  snuff  box  in  my  pocket  felt 
as  if  lately  taken  out  of  a  Are,  though  1  sat  under  cover^ 
of  the  tent;  all  the  water  was  warm,  and  our  butter 
turned  into  oil.  Our  dogs,  though  covered  from  the 
rays  of  the  sun,  lay  breathing  quick,  with  their  mouths 
open,  and  their  tongues  hanging  out,  as  if  in  a  hi^ 
fever.   .  My  ink,  though  mixed  with  water,  got  thick  in 
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a  few  minutes.  Ail  was  silence  around,  ril  emflLoyed 
in  sheltering  themselves  from  the  sun's  scorching  rays, 
the  best  way  they  could.  The  crows  were  walkii^ 
about  our  waggons  as  if  we  had  all  been  dead.  Ther- 
mometer at  five  P.M.  99^  At  sunset,  95.  None  of 
our  company  had  ever  been  in  this  part  of  Africa 
before.  At  five  P.M.  we  departed,  ascending  and 
descending  hills  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
when  we  halted  at  Foul  Fountain,  whose  waters  smell 
very  offensively. 

6th.  The  approach  of  light  discovered  a  boor  s  empty 
house  standing  near  our  waggons,  the  boor  only  living 
there  during  the  rainy  season,  which  he  leaves  when 
the  grass  is  eaten  up.  It  was  to  us  a  shadow  from  the 
heat  during  the  day,  yet  it  was  very  warm  even  there, 
for  tliough  it  had  neither  doors  nor  windows  to  shut, 
the  thermometer  in  it  at  noon  was  96,  in  the  covered 
waggon  lOL  One  of  our  oxen  was  so  worn  out  with 
the  journey,  the  heat,  and  the  bad  water,  that  it  was 
not  able  to  proceed,  but  we  left  him  under  the  care 
of  two  Hottentots  to  endeavour  to  get  him  forward 

Being  on  a  height  we  were  exposed  to  the  wind, 
i'hich  blew  as  hot  as  steam  from  the  N.W.  however, 
ad  we  been  lower  down,  the  heat  must  have  been 
reafer.  Our  oxen  looked  poorly,  which  made  us 
oubt  their  ability  to  carry  us  over  the  desert  to 
liephants  River,  but  whatever  might  happen,  no 
ssistance  could  be  obtained  as  the  land  is  forsaken. 
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In  coDseqaence  of  the  great  heat  we  judged  it  pru- 
pent  to  put  off  our  departure  till  seven  P.M.  The 
first  three  hours  of  our  joum^  was  over  hills,  in  deep 
sand;  most  of  us  walked  on  foot  the  whole  way. 
Near  midnight  the  road  became  a  litde  harder,  and 
ai  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  came  to  Ink  Koker 
(or  inkstand)  Fountain^  so  called  from  the  water  resem- 
bling ivkin  colour  and  thickness ;  of  course  we  had  np 
encouragement  to  stop  there.  We  went  forward  til) 
half  past  four  in  the  morning,  when  hearing  a  cock 
crow  we  halted,  believing  that  some  house  must  be 
near,  and  ccuisequently  water,  but  being  dark  we  saw 
nothing. 

7th.  Wh^i  day  light  arrived,  we  found  no  boor's 
place,  yet  there  was  a  boor  firom  Bokkevdd  stopping 
for  a  while  with  sheep,  living  in  a  hut  The  fountain 
is  very  salt^  yet  the  oxen  drank  it  There,  was  neither 
i:ock,  nor  tree,  nor  lai^  bush  to  afford  the  smalleM 
shelter  firom  the  almost  intolerably  scorching  rays  of 
the  sun,  which  made  it  a  trying  day. 

At  noon,  in.the  coolest  part  of  the  waggon,  the  ther- 
mometer stood  at  97'  At  two  ?.M.  1 0 1,  and  at  three 
P.M.  at  98f  after  which  it  gradually  fell  to  90. ,  At 
(me  time  we  had  a  pretty  strong  puff  of  wind,  which 
felt  as  if  it  had  been  mingled  with  fire.  At  six  P.M.  we 
left  that  oven,  most  of  us  walking  to  spare  the  oxen. 
The  road  lay  along  the  side  of  low  hi^s,  and  was 
tolerably  hard.  At  eight  P.M.  we  came  to  a  fountain 
of  salt  water,  mixed  with  filth,  where  we  found  a  family 


Digitized  by 


Google 


464  NAMACQUA  LAND.  [1813. 

ft  .'l'"  I  ■  ■ 

of  Hottentots^  watching  some  cattle  belonging  to  a 
distant  boon  It  is  probable  they  have  the  cow's  milk 
for  their  trouble.  We  halted  only  for  a  few  minutes 
and  then  pushed  forward  to  Casteel  Fountain,  where  we 
arrived  an  hour  before  midnight  This  is  a  small 
pool  of  brackish  water  at  the  bottom  of  a  hill  which  is 
diiefly  composed  of  white  marble.  There  is  a  cave, 
only  a  few  yards  from  the  pool^  in  which  an  En^ishman 
lived  till  latdy  a  most  solitary  life.  He  scdd  some 
articles  to  any  traveller  who  might  pass.  He  was 
probably  a  deserter  fcom  some  ship,  and  preferred  the 
life  of  a  hermit,  in  a  desert,  to  that  of  a  sailor  on  board 
of  ship. 

8th.  During  the  night  the  heavens  were  covered  with 
clouds,  and  the  wind  blew,  and  the  day  partook  of  the 
coolness  of  the  ntght,  for  the  thermometer  at  noon  was 
down  to  78.  My  bowels  were  greatly  pained  during 
the  night  in  consequence  of  the  previous  heat,  but  the 
return  of  more  cool  air  mitigated  the  pain.  When  one 
of  our  people  tasted  the  Casteel  water,  he  pronounced 
it  good,  at  least  far  better  than  the  last,  yet  the  dirtiest 
puddle  that  ever  lay  in  one  of  London  streets  would 
be  a  treat  compared  to  it,  indeed  I  thought  so  at  that 
time,  and  would  have  given  a  dollar  for  a  tumbler 
full  of  it 

Three  or  four  days  before,  we  left  two  Hottentots  in 
barge  of  an  ox  which  could  not  proceed,  and  were 
eginning  to  be  anxious  about  fheir  safety,  when  they 
rrived  during  the  night  without  the  ox,  being  obliged 
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to  leave  it  behind,  as  all  its  strength'  was  gone.  Our 
two  milch  goats  deserted  and  could  not  be  found; 
their  loss  was  the  more  felt  in  consequence  of  the 
badness  of  the  water* 

At  five  P.M.  we  left  Casteel  Fountain  without  any 
regret,  and  at  nine  reached  Eckland  Fountain,  the 
water  of  which  was  similar  to  Casteel,  so  that  feeling 
no  desire  to  remain  there,  we  went  forward.  At  eleven 
P.M.  we  met  two  people  driving  oxen — a  rare  sight  in 
the  desert.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  halted  at 
a  place  called  Dry  Kraal,  which  is  a  small  spot  sur- 
rounded by  mountains,  where  we  happily  obtained 
well-tasted  water  by  digging  in  the  sand. 
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CHAP.  XXXIX. 


ARRIVAL  AT  ELEPHAJ^TS  RIVER— AT  VANZAILS  PLACE- 
DEEP  SAND— CEDAR  MOUNTAIN— ANECDOTE  OF  BEES 
—DEEP  SAND— FEMALE  SLAVE. 

Oct.  9th.  Thermoineter  mt  tun-risey  50 : 
noon,  88:  at  one  P.M.  90. 

A.T  four  we  left  Dry  Kraal.  Oa  reaching  the 
summit  of  an  ascent,  a  pleasant  prospect,  of  consider- 
able extent,  all  at  once  presented  itself  hekfte  as, 
which  was  bounded  to  the  south  by  stupendous  moun- 
tains. This  was  an  animating  sight,  after  beii^ 
confined  upwards  of  a  fortnight  among  low,  umnterest- 
ing  hills.  One  huge  wall,  or  range  of  mountains, 
like  a  wall,  ran  from  west  to  east  foi^  thirty  or  forty 
miles;  another  range  ran  fit>m  S.E.  to  W.  and  what 
added  to  our  satisfaction  was  a  douded  sl^,  whidi 
appeared  more  valuaUe  to  us  than  the  best  umbrella 
in  rain  to  a  person  clothed  in  the  most  ddicate  dress; 
still  the  sight  of  much  deep  sand  before  us  cast  a 
gloom  over  the  scene.  All  our  comforts  are  mixed 
widi  alloy. 
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At  ten  P.M.  an  ox  which  bad  done  all  he  could  to 
serve  us  for  six  months,  could  do  no  more,  but  laid 
himself  down  on  the  road  to  die.  We  gave  him  a 
little  water  which  we  had  with  us,  on  which  he  revived 
and  rose,  then  looked  for  something  to  eat,  but  looked 
in  vain,  for  there  was  not  a  Uade  of  grass  to  be  seen. 
We  tried  all  we  could  to  get  him  forward,  but  he  could 
hardly  move,  of  course  we  were  obliged  to  leave  him 
behind  and  push  forward  to  water.  With  great  pity 
and  rqpret  I  looked  back  to  him  as  long  as  be  could 
beseen. 

At  midnight,  with  much  pleasure,  we  came  in  si^t 
of  the  long  looked  for  Elephant's  River,  and  halted  on 
its  banks.  Men  and  beasts  drank  plentifully  of  its  pure 
stream.  Having  walked  on  foot  the  i^ole  journey, 
we  were  glad,  about  two  in  the  morning,  to  lie  down 
and  rest  our  weary  limbs,  for  an  eight  hours'  walk  in 
deep,  sand  requires  no  trifling  exertion. 

10th.  In  the  momii^  I  preached  to  the  people  from 
the  conversion  of  the  Ethiofnan  eunpch  to  the  fiauth  of 
Christ,  and  his  baptism  by  Philip.  Mr.  Read  baptized 
Slinger,  one  oLom  Hottentots,  in  the  Elephant  River, 
after  he  had  given  a  satis&ctory  account  of  his  £Buth« 
Thermometer  at  noon,  78. 

The  Elephant  River  is  a  considerable  stream,  though 
mudi  inferior  to  the  Great  River.  Its  banks  are  beau- 
tifully lined  with  the  willow,  thorn,  and.  other  trees,  but 
it  is  hardly  possiUe  to  conceive  a  more  barren  appear- 
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tnce  than  the  ground  imiDedialiely  beyond  the  rai^  ci 
tbose  tveeg.  It  was  painful  to  see  the  oxen  staiKiing 
still  most  part  of  the  day  for  want  of  somMfaing  to  eat, 
while  they  looked  like  spectres  fcnr  want  of  food. 

.  Learning  firom  a  boor  who  lay  at  the  ford  a  little 
higher  up^  that  we  might  obtain  grass  about  four  hours' 
journey  op  the  river,  we  moved  at  four  P.M*  crossed 
the  river  without  any  aoddent,  and  travdled  over  deep 
sand  for  soaoe  milesy  after  which  the  road  became 
harder,  and  we  arrived  about  nine  P.M.  at  the  boor% 
place  where  there  was  grass,  and  we  ourselves  were 
kmdly  entertained  by  him.  Having  again  walked  the 
whole  journey,  rest  was  sweet 

11th.  At  seven  in  the  nxmimg  Mynheer  Vanzaib 
invited  us  to  coflfee,  and  at  eight  o'clock  to  a  breakfiuA 
of  tea  and  plenty  of  milk,  and  then  at  eleven  A.M.  to 
dinner,  which  was  th|ee  meals  in  four  hours ;  but  this 
was  the  usual  custom  of  the  house.  His  two  soos^  of 
fourteen  and  ei^iteea  years  of  age,  sat  at  a  side  table, 
thoi^ there  was pleiAy  of  roomatoors;  but  perhaps, 
owmg  to  being  unaccustomed  to  company,  they  could 
eat  more  pleasantly  alone.  The  boor  at  the  head  of 
the  table  wore  his  broad  brimmed  hat,  and  described 
with  much  vgrnt  encounters  with  Uoos  and  tigers, 
which  are  the  principal  events  which  happen  in  that 
dreary  comer  of  the  earth.  His  wife  was  absent  on  a 
journey  to  the  Cape,  and  the  other  end  of  die  table 
was  occupied  by  a  ^ri  dodied  with  little  move  than 
her  own  skin,  holdiog  in  her  hand  a  long  stick,  at  the 
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Md  of  which  was  a  fim  composed  of  white  ostrich 
ftatbers^  for  dm iog  away  the  flies  from  those  who 
were  at  taUew 

At  six  P.M.  we  took  leave  of  the  boor,  and  went 
forward.  The  way  iyiog  over  deep  sand,  we  were 
obljgpd  to  walk.  A  fog  frran  the  westward  came  over 
the  country,  and  so  ttuck  that  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  we  began  to  doabt  whether  we  were  travel* 
lii^  the  ri^t  way,  wherefore,  lest  we  should  go  farther 
astray,  we  halted  for  the  night  without  reaching  water. 

18th*  At  eight  in  the  morning  we  proceeded,  and 
before  ten,  came  to  a  small  pool  of  water,  the  cotoor 
and  thickness  of  miUc,  and  full  of  insects,  at  the  side  of 
which  we  halted.    Thermometer  at  noon,  76. 

At  four  P«M.  we  departed,  and  4id  not  reach  Great 
Fountain  till  nine,  thou^  only  about  seven  miles 
distant,  for  we  had  deep  sand  all  the  way;  so  much  so, 
that  though  we  had  fourteen  oxen  tO'Oach  waggpn,  titiej 
had  to  rest  eveiy  few  hundred  yards;  several  of  them, 
worn  out  with  fotigue,  lay  down,  and  mth  great 
difficidty  were  raised  up  to  try  it  agaki.  The  way  was 
beaatifolly  lined  with  bushes  in  flower,  five  and  six 
feethigli.  I  walked  the  whole  stagey  and  like  the  pow 
oxen  was^  greatly  fetigued.  We  happily  found-  good 
grass  aind  water  where  we  halted,  but  so  tired  were 
our  oxen,  that  th^  tasted  nritlmr  till  next  mormog, 
but  immediate^  when  tb^  were  un^diedi  li^  down  to 
rest  their  weaiy  liosbs. 
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All  the  cups  and  saucers  we  broc^t  firom  the  Cape 
were  bndoen;  we  bad  only  half  a  cup  1^  which  we 
used  at  breakfast,  along  with  a  wooden  bowl^  a  hom^ 
and  a  tin  tumbler. 

ISth.  Left  the  Great  Fountun  at  four  P.M.  and 
by  great  exertion,  travellii^  through  deep  heavy  sand, 
tbe  waggons  reached  Vanwik's  Place  at  nine  P.M. 
As  usual  I  walked  on  foot  the  whde  stage.  I  was 
much  gratified,  while  day  light  continued,  by  viewing 
the  various  forms  of  the  Cedar  Mountain,  which  stood 
about  fifteen  miles  to  the  S.E.  The  firontofitwas 
seen  to  the  extent  of  about  thirty  miles ;  how  much 
fisurther  it  extended  beyond  what  I  saw,  I  couhl  not 
learn;  indeed,  though  Vanwick's  fiunily  is  larg^  and 
though  two  o&et  boors  were  with  him  at  supper,  and 
a  schoolmaster,  yet  there  was  only  one  person  present 
who  knew  thenameof  that  remarkable  mountain;  she 
was  the  Ixxur^s  wife's  mother,  an  aged  matron.  But  a 
mountaunto  them  appears  hantty  worth  noticing  the 
cattle  are  the  dtgects  that  engross  their  attention. 

Here  we  heard  that  the  French  weite  driven  out  of 
Holland,  and  as  a  proof  of  its  truth,  it  was  sti^,  that 
fi%  Dutchmen  had  come  in  an  English  ship  to  the 
Cape  on  their  way  to  Batavk.  The  proof  destn^ 
the  credibility  (^  the  news.  We  heard  also  of  peace 
with  America,  and  that  Buonaparte  had  gained  so 
ffeai  a  victory  over  the  Russians,  that  diey  weie 
oUiged  to  bum  die  bodies  of  the  dead.  All  wfateh 
news  we  found  afterwards  to  be  fidae^  however  it  was 
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news  to  us  in  the  meantiine,  and  the  first  we  had  heard 
for  eight  months.    Thermometer  at  noon,  6S. 

14th.  At  eight  in  the  morning  one  of  our  company 
went  to  John  Deysel's  Valley,  twelve  miles  distant,  in 
search  of  letters  said  to  be  there  for  us.  In  the  mean- 
time we  were  invited  to  dinner  at  ten  o^dock  by  the 
hooTj  about  an  hour  after  we  had  breakfasted,  but  it 
seems  to  be  the  &shion  in  that  part  of  the  country  to 
cram  people  like  turides  in  the  morning.  The  boor 
and  his  wife  sat  silent  at  the  head  of  the  table,  also  a 
grown  up  daughter  who  seemed  to  have  the  tooth-ache 
sat  equally  silent  The  schoolmaster  seemed  to  be 
Mercurius,  or  chief  speaker  in  that  house.  He  was, 
what  is  called,  a  Rotterdamer,  and  fought  on  board 
the  Dutch  Admiral's  ship  that  was  opposed  to  Lord 
Duncan's  in  the  batde  of  Camperdown.  Thermometer 
at  noon,  70. 

After  taking  leave  of  the  boor  and  fiimily  we  com-* 
menced  our  journey  at  four  P.M.  over  deep  sand. 
More  than  two  thirds  of  the  stage  was  up  hill,  which 
was  extremely  fi^igumg  to  the  poor  oxen.  On  teach- 
ing the  summit  of  the  hill,  we  observeda  fire  about  two 
miles  off,  which  we  concluded  was  the  boor^s  place,  to 
which  we  were  travelling,  but  on  reaching  the  fire  we 
found  it  was  made  by  two  slaves  sent  by  the  boor  to 
shew  our  people  where  to  put  their  loose  men,  lest 
they  should  go  among^  the  com.  At  ei^  P.M.  such« 
^  us  as  were  walking  arrived  at  Mynheer  Vanzail-s 
Place  inJackal  Valley,  and  the  iwa^ns  arrived  about 
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half  past  nioe.    We  slipped  with  the  fieuniiy  and  some 

stranger  .boors.    Mr. ,  dcii  to  Ae  deputy  Land- 

drostof  John  Diysel's  Valley,  was  so  kind  as  to  come 
to  us  herei  and  be  broii^t  me  letters  from  the  Cape 
oontaining  gratifying  intelligence  respecting  the  king- 
dom of  our  Lord.  Some  letters  to  others  of  our  com- 
pany Gootained  a  long  list  of  persons  who  had  died  in 
Cape-town,  since  our  departure.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Oncruydt,  under  whose  hospitable  roof  I  hod  lodged 
^l  the  time  I  bad  beea  in  Cape-town,  affected  me 
mwAu  AU  the  letters  were  silent  about  the  affidrs  of 
Europe,  which  gready  disappointed  us  all,  for  none 
around  us  knew  more  of  diem  dian  of  the  transactions 
in  the  moon. 

15tb.  Thermometer  at  noon  84*  It  is  considered 
Yery  crud  in  Africa  to  kill  bees  in  order  to  obtain  their 
hon^,  especially  as  fr^m  flowers  being  there  at  all 
seasons,  and  most  in  winter,  they  can  live  comfortaUy 
aU  the  year  round.  A  Hottentot  who  was  accustomed 
to  kill  the  bees  was  often  reasoned  with  by  the  ho- 
meod  to  g^ve  up  so  cruel  a  practice^  yet  he  persisted 
in  it  till  a  circumstance  Occurred  which  determined 
him  to  relinquish  it  He  had  a  water-mill  for  grinding 
his  COM,  which  went  very  slowly,  from  the  smallnessof 
the  stream  which  turned  it,  consequendy  the  floor 
dropped  very  gendy.  For  some  time  much  less  than 
usual  came  into  the  sack,  the  cause  of  which  be  could 
not  cKscover.  At  lengdi  he  founds  that  great  part  of 
bis  flour,  as  it  was  ground^  was  earned  off  by  bees  to 
their  hives :  on  examining  this,  he  found  it  contained 
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only  his  floor,  and  no  honey.  This  robbery  made  him 
resolve  to  destroy  no  more  bees  when  he  tock  their 
honey^  coosiderii^  their  conduct  in  robbing  him  of  his 
prc^perty  as  a  just  punishment  to  him  for  his  cruelty. 
The  gentleman  who  related  the  story  was  a  witness  U> 
the  bees  robbing  the  mill 

About  five,  P.M.  after  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Vanzaiis 
and  fiaimily,  we  again  commenced  our  journey,  and  im^- 
mediately  began  to  ascend  a  long  sand  hill,  dad  with 
beautiful  bushes,  all  in  flower.  At  six  we  passed  a 
boor's  place,  and  observed  the  poor  daves  all  gaang 
after  us,  but  none  of  them  approached  our  waggons. 
We  then  continued  ascending  another  sand  hill  for 
two  hours,  the  descent  of  which  was  steep ;  and  deep, 
heavy  sand  extended  for  about  four  miles.  Though  I 
walked  with  five  or  six  of  our  Hottentots,  hardly  a  word 
was  exchanged  for  two  or  three  hours,  every  one  being 
intent  on  wading  through  the  sand.  Though  the  night 
was  dark,  various  birds  amused  us  with  their  pleasing 
short  notes.  At  eleven  we  came  to  a  boor's  place,  which 
we  hoped  was  the  spot  where  we  had  agreed  to  halt 
All  were  in  bed ;  however,  they  called  to  us  that  it  was 
not  Kootse's  place.  Some  of  our  oxen  lay  down  upon  the 
road,  but  were  got  up  again.  We  reached  Kootse's  at 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  we  got  to  rest  as  soon 
as  we  could.  Most  of  our  men  were  behind,  havir^ 
probably  mistaken  the  way. 

l6th.  Thermometer  at  sun-rise  50.  Our  menar-^ 
rived  about  teo^  A.M.    They  had  been  at  one  time 
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before  «»  and  aat  Awm  tttBOog  «he  buriiea  tifl  de 
waggoiM  should  come  op,  bat  thete  not  makbg  (bett- 
■I^iearaBce  sooD)  tbey  A^  feat  asleep  and  slept  m 
the  morniDg  light  roused  them.  Thennoraeter  at 
noon  99. 

Departed  at  six,  P.M.  aiid  went  over  deep  sand 
hiUfc  Passed  alwor'g  place  «t  eieveo,  P.M.  We 
went  «ot  of  the  way,  but  ngaoned  ft  by  posbii^ 
through  buihes  t  the  oxen  were  so  finned  that  fbey 
•ouU  proceed  no  farther,  wherefore  we  halted  at  mid- 
iN|^  <m  the  road. 

17th.  Inthemorangwefoundowteliwsatfheside 
of  «om  fiekbi  and  tfaree-of  otir  tiien  were  among  the 
com.  We  had  to  pay  halftt  dollar  each  for  what  they 
faadeaten,  and  thesamesninforeachasafine.  Thcr- 
mooaeter  at  noon  90.  In  the  evening  Mre  went  forward 
to  a  foontab,  where  wehalted  at  midiri^t 

latb.  Left  tiie  fountain  at  six  in  the  morhing  and 
reached  tidow  S-**--'«  place  at  eight,  where  we  halted 
forthe-day,  tired  of  waliung  in  the  sand.  Thermo, 
meter  at  noon  9t. 

A  poor  femd^  dav«  came  seawdy  to  the.  waggons^ 
while  her  mistress  slepi^  to  beg  a  bock  She  said  sha 
had  privately  learned  to  read,  and  bad  a  book  in  1am 
which  she  must  return,  and  fell  on  the  ground  begging 
one.  She  said  she  sometimes  waa  able.to  read  a  littk^ 
when  unnoti<^,  in  her  mistress's  bibH  which  had 
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te^t  her  /ibe  W99  iBt  j^aper/  and  that  Jesus  ym$% 
Soviour.  }i^T  m»tx99»  tfHk  b^  it  was  |he  went  tbiog 
sbe  ever  did  to  learn  to  read#  Mr.  R.  gave  her  loaa; 
iMiirices,      .  ..     -- 

This  place  is  nearly  surrounded  by  the  Picket 
Mountain^  which,  though  vpry  higb^  has  vineyards 
and  fields  on  its  summit  Thermometer  at  noon  98^ 
We  began  our  journey  at  five,  P.M.  The  road  was 
tolerajUy  ^mxI^  only  now  and  then  tberp  was  deep 
wncl«  ^&  saw  several  boor^'  places  at  the  £30t-  of 
di^tfunt  hills  to  the  left^  and  two  or  three  along  the 
fool  of  Pi^et 'Mountain  to  tbe  right,  whidi  moimtaiB 
appe<u*s  between  twenty  and  thirty  mites  in  lei^ttk 
At  QHdnight  Qur  oxi^  appeared  taxable  to  proceed 
fiutb^r,  wh^refone  we  halted  by  the  side  qf  the  rowt^ 
hut  could  haordly  find  any  thing  with  whiohto  makb-a 
fire.  •  ■   ' 

19th.  In  the  morning  at  five  o'clock  we  went  for- 
ward to  a  boor's  place,  which  was  only  about  an  hour 
distant,  where  we  received  a  hearty  welcome.  His 
name  is  Gert  Fisser,  and  the  place.  Reed  Fountain. 
Themuuneter  at  noon  96. 

The  country  all  around  is  in  a  state  of  nature,  cover- 
ed with  barren  heath,  except  a  few  boors'  places  or 
fiurms,  which  appear  like  small  specks  here  and  there, 
only  varyii^  the  scene  a  very  little.  At  Reed  Fountain 
we  oodd  purchase  a  little  flour,  which  no  boor  that 
we  saw  fixr  several  days  h^oite  could  spare.    Our  peo- 
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• 

pie  bad  been  entirely  living  upon  mutton  for  a  long 
time.  We  left  three  of  our  worn  out  oxen  mtb 
Mynbeer  Plsser,  till  tbey  sbould  recover  strength.  We 
departed  at  six  in  the  evening,  and  found  the  road 
hard,  with  pools  of  white  water  nt,  little  distances.  At 
midnight  we  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  Berg  River, 
near  Mrs.  Marai*s  Place,  where  there  is  a  pious 
family. 

20tb.  We  were  kindly  received  in  the  morning  by 
the  worthy  family.  Mrs.  Marai  has  two  dumb 
daughters,  a  trial  which  she  seems  to  bear  with  mudi 
christian  submission.  At  eleven,  A.M.  Mr.  R.  preach- 
ed in  one  of  the  oudiouses;  and  at  fbwr,  P.M.  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey.  At  six,  P.M.  we  reacbed 
Mr.  Botman's,  who  is  a  warm  friend  to  missionary  ex- 
ertions, as  are  many  otber  boors  in  that  part  of  the 
cdony.  At  Mr.  Botman's  I  slept  under  a  rod*,  the 
first  time  for  three  months. 
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ARRIVAL  AT  TULBACH—RODEZAND—ZWARTLAND— ANI- 
MALS KILLED  ON  THE  JOURNET-.RETURN  TO  CAPE- 
TOWN. 

OcT.^lie. 

^T  ten  in  the  morning  Mr.  R.  and  I  left  our  wag- 
gonsy  and  proceeded  towards  Tulbach,  which  was  dis- 
tant about  thirty  nnles,  in  a  covered  cart  of  Mr.  Bot- 
man's,  drawn  by  six  horses,  and  most  of  our  people 
went,  for  a  few  days,  to  assist  in  reaping  the  harvest. 
We  halted  about  half  way  at  Mr.  Edwards's,  a  wine 
boor,  formerly  a  missionary.  That  part  of  Africa 
abounds  both  with  com  and  wine  boors,  who  appear 
all  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition.  Mr.  £.  offered  to  re- 
lieve Mr.  Botman,  and  send  us  forward  in  his  cart.  At 
five,  P.M.  we  setoff  in  his  open  cart  and  three  hoises. 
About  three  nHles  on  our  way,  hearing  that  Mr.  De 
Lai^  with  whom  we  expected  to  lodge  at  Tulbacb, 
was  at  his  iarm,  which  was  very  near,  we  drove  to 
it,  and  were  received  with  much  affection.  They  soon 
put  six  horses  to  their  waggon,  and  his  family  and  we 
were  soon  in  moticm  on  the  way  to  his  house  in  Kirk- 
Street,  near  Tulbacb.    For  several  imles  our  way  was 
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by  a  narrow  pass  between  hig^  nKHintain^  so  narrow 
in  some  parts  that  there  was  hardly  room  for  Little 
Mountain  River  to  get  along :  of  necessity  thorefoie 
the  road,  with  giPeat  labour,  is  cut  out  on  the  sides  of 
the  mountains.  The  sun  hnng  set,  and  the  beavem 
covered  with  thick  clouds,  it  soon  became  very  dark; 
and  it  was  unpleasant  travelling  on  a  road  where  one 
wrong  step  of  a  horse  might  occasion  the  tumbling  of 
tfie  waggon  a  hundred  feet  down  the  side  of  a  steep 
uKHintain.  In  about  an  hour  we  were  met  by  a  chain 
of  waggons,  which  had  to  pass  us>  where  Aae  was 
hardly  rootn  for  a  bow's  wife  to  pass;  but  pass  they 
must,  or  all  must  wait  until  the  mcnmingt  lij^t  Our 
waggon  was  lifted  a  litt)e  way  up  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, when  the  three  first  waggMs  passed  sq  safety; 
but  the  two  ai(}e  >rheal$  pf  the  fpMrth  wfok  over  the 
edge  of  the  rqad,  ti/BA  bad  tbsy  wH  got  tberaep  iouM- 
diaiely  to  stc^  it  must  ham  roUad  to  the  bf^ttom-of 
the  ntpuntain,  dragging  the  twebe  er  imtwn  oaeo 
after  it  With  m^ch  difficulty  the  waggon  was  imtovad 
to  the  path.  The  ;M|ccciedipg  waggpn  tiani^  broke 
down,  we  could  i)otp^^4iU  itiHia  repakvd*  'We 
sat  in  the  dark,  I  kpow  iiqt  ))ow  iopi^  tiS^  4us  waggpa 
was  ipen^  and  \m4  Pf^psed  us,  after  which  we  ^ 
forw^  Qu^  pftlie^PAss  t»  a  good  rovL  We  arriMd 
at  Mr.  PeLapgs's  fOKHittmiAdock  at  tii^t»  where 'we 
sponfago^thi^tfffiqiteieswebadineti^ 
4pi^- w.         •       ■     •  ».   -v       •  ^■ 

.    ^foil  Daylight  in  the inMiwigdisixmredtfaM 
bad  got  intp^napf  it«:inaM  pleMWit  and.  tendnoie 
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Tillages  inl  Africa,  called  Rodezand,  and  ahu  Kirk 
Sdreet,  near  Tulbacb.  It  consists  of  a  long  row  of  hmd- 
some  houses,  with  terraces  in  front,  and  disjoint  froda 
each  other  by  an  intervening  space.  They  look  towards 
ttfae  wes^  and  stand  on  a  gentle  declivity.  On  the  op- 
posite side  of  fhe  way  funs  a  crystal  fiitream  under  k 
rdvr  of  trees,  froin  whence  gairdens  belonging  to  ea6h 
bouse  extend  id  a  smaU  riter  at  the  bottom  of  the  de^ 
soeot;  «loi^  the  opp»osite  bank  of  which  stands  a  lo# 
hill,  covered  with  hoAte^  similar  to  tfiose  generally  seeA 
'm  green-houses  in  England.  The  Mi^nster^s  Palac^ 
(for  it  deserves  that  name,)  stmids  at  the  north  end  of 
tbestreety  as  a  public  building  and  is  a  ^reatj&ma^ 
noent  to  the  street  A  haridseoite  ehttrch,  built  in  tfie 
form  of  a  cross,  as  all  the  Dutch  chdrches  in  Africa 
are,  (a  custom  imported  from  Rome,)  stands  at  the 
south  end,  but  the  view  of  it  from  the  street  is^  inter- 
cepted by  a  ckmp^of  trees.  The  faouste  being  atl  re^ 
iftarkably  white,  have  a  <^an,  lively,  and  cheerful  ap^ 
j^wiarance. 


In  the  morning  the  circuit  court,  which  had  been  M 
Tulbach  for  a  few  days,  left  it  to  proceed  to  Graaf 
Reynet  This  was  the  third'  drcuit  the  court  had 
ftdAde.  It  originated  fromiwous  reports  b€«ng  circu-* 
ktted  At  some  ^Hle  after  ^  Cape  was  taketi  by  tlie 
Eii^lieAi,  teneendc^murdem  of  the  Hottentots  by  the 
haotB.  A  letter  ,ftom  one  of  our  i^biseoonarieB^  eon* 
fainingsueb  reports,  vtras  printed  in  a  perio^tel  work 
in  England,  which  reached  the  Ca^  dfuring  th6  govctn^ 
mmt  of  Earl  Caledou;  #b0,  aaxioos  to  aaieerbtin  the 
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truth  of  such  reports,  instituted  this  ccHirt,  &Ily  to  in- 
vestigate the  businessi  a  scheme  which  I  undentood  his 
Lordship  was  previously  concerting. 

I  was  favoured,  at  the  Castle  of  Good  Hope,  with 
the  perusal  of  ail  the  papers  relating  to  tiiat  business, 
and  permitted  to  take  what  extracts  I  pleased;  and  I 
must,  in  justice  to  Lord  Caledon,  say  tiyit,  from  these 
documents,  it  appeared  that  every  facility  was  given 
to  obtaining  tfie  truth  of  these  reports.  I  was  parti- 
cularly pleased  with  the  instruction  given  to  the  Circuit 
Court,  in  which  I  perceived  much  wisdom,  and  evi- 
dently an  anxious  desire  that  the  poor  Hottenloti 
m^bt  have  justice  done  them,  and  enjoy  protediOD 
from  vi(dence  and  oppression. 

Most  of  die  cases  which  came  be&ue  the  court 
copld  not  be  substantiated  by  legal  evidence;  for  ac? 
cording  to  the  Dutch  law,  the  oath  of  a  Hottentot  is 
inadmissible.  However,  the  establishment  of  such  a 
court,  annually  to  visit  the  interior  of  the  cdony,  will 
gireatly  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  Hottentots. 

I  understood  that  this  third  circuit  would  ha^ 
scarcely  any  business  to  attend  to;  nor  can  they  have 
muchy  till  some  law  be  made  to  admit  instructed  Hot- 
tentots to  give  evidence  on  oath;  because,  iu  the  pie- 
smt  state  of  the  interior  of  the  colony,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  most  difficult  things  ima^naUe,  to  g^  one  wUte 
man  to  witness  against  another,  if  it  referred  to  an  in- 
jury sustained  by  a  Hott»|ot 
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In  the  foreoooa  Mr.  B«Uot^  the  pariah  minister, 
very  pdiifily  mut  bjs  borm  waggon  to  tains  tis  to  Tol^ 
bach,  a  aipaU  vUk^  higb^  up  the  vtlky^  whero  the 
Laoddrost  and  the  other  pubUc  oflicerB  oi  tha  district 
reside.  We  wailpd  with  our  friapd  Mn  Da  Langr  on 
Mr.  Van  da  Graaff  the  Laaddrost,  who  received  us  in 
a  fiiendly  way;  and  on  our  netum  halted  at  Mr. 
I^ellote's^        ^ 

The  paopfe  tm^e  buik  la  good  meeting,  mkI  pur^ 
chased  a  naod  bowae  for  our  arfssiooary  Mr.  Vos,  who 
asfiduoualy  laboum  anoog  thaalaires  there  and  ia  tba 
region  round  abant.  Ia  the  ereobg  we  visised  the 
slave-school  taught  by  his  son,  and  were  much  pleased 
with  the  proffim  tbe  slavea  and  Hottentots  liad  made 
in  readwg^  aoote  aif  wbom,  though  thirty  years  of  age, 
wefe  |hd)ouriag  Ao  iKiiaire  tiie  art  of  leadi^ 

S3rd.  Spent  the  day  in  conversation  with  the  mis- 
aiooarias  Vtt  aad  JCiKama;  about  aAsionaiy  coocands. 

S4(b.  Ifeand  a  aennoB  in  Ibe  parish  dmn^  an  the 
ifi^noQQ,  and  Mr.  &.  preached  to  slams  and  others  io 
the  afiefwm  aad  e^m^g^ 

iitiu  Was  happy  <o  Jfad  <faat  jaeiiher  <ibe  Loaddmt 
4ior  parish  mtmter^  had  any  d^ectiao  to  our  scaii«g 
s^tssioQaries  to  the  HaMaatotsat  Kamis  Mouatam,  or 
to  the  Bafitafd  Jfattontots  at  Ciedar  MoHotaai.  W« 
AM^a(deaaantmaeth|gwjii!hifoieoda^a^^  Mr. 
P.  F.  Tharon\  ajt  Wtoterbook,  «ihich  lies  abowt^se 
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miles  north  of  Tulbacb,  almost  at  the  head  of  the  val- 
ley. The  situation  is  very  romantic,  being  nearly  sur- 
rounded by  mountains,  whose  tops  touch  the  clouds, 
and  it  is  abundandy  su|^plicd  with  excdlent  water. 
After  dinner  we  had  a  meeting  with  four  of  the  com- 
mittee who  have  the  direction  of  the  means  used  for 
the  instruction  of  slaves  in  that  part  of  Africa.  Obsov- 
^ng  them  to  be  wcMthy  and  zealous  mei^  we  proposed 
their  taking  the  superintendance  of  the  Society's  con- 
cerns in  the  extensive  district  of  Tulbach :  to  which 
they  consented,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  tbey  will  be 
of  essential  service  to  the  interests  of  the  Society.  We 
returned  to  Mr.  De  Lange's  in  the  evening. 

S6th«  Attended  to  various  missionaiy  concerns  ; 
funong  others  Mr.  Kramer  consented  to  visit  the  Hot- 
tentots at  C^r  Mountain,  to  examine  their  circum- 
stances for  the  information  of  the  Society. 

S7th*  At  ten,  A.M.  we  left  Kirk  Street  on  horse- 
back, accompanied  by  Messrs.  Vos  and  De  Lange. 
On  arriving  at  his  farm,  he  conducted  us  to  Mr. 
Edwards's  in  his  waggon,  who  took  us  in  charge, and 
conveyed  us  in  his  cart  to  our  waggons  at  Mr.  Botman's. 
We  halted  by  the  way  at  a  boor's,  who  complained 
much  that  they  had  so  few  means  of  instruction  in  that 
ooroer.  Oh  how  litde  the  Christians  in  Britain  are 
aware  of  the  value  of  their  advantages!  We  reached 
our  waggons  about  seven  in  the  evening,  and  found  all 
well,  but  longing  so  much  for  our  return  that  they  had 
resolved  to  Mad  a  par^  in  search  of  us  on  the  follow- 
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ing  day.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Botmto  gave  u^  a  hearty  wel- 
come back  to  their  bouae. 

£8th.  From  some  mistake  our  oxen  did  not  rcltdra 
fixHn  feeding  at  a  distance  tiU  six  in  the  evening.  We 
took  leave  of  our  kind  friends  and  departed  at  seven. 
The  evening  was  cool,  and  we  had  the  advantage  of 
a  moon  a  quarter  old  for  three  or  four  hours.  We  con- 
tinued our  journey  until  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  we  halted  opposite  to  a  boor's  place;  all  of  ui 
much  tired  with  our  journey. 

S9th.  The  day  being  cool,  we  got  into  motion  abdut 
eleven,  A.M.  and  arrived  at  Zwartland  Kirk,  at  three 
P.M.  where  we  halted,  and  spent  three  hours  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Schoaltz,  the  parish  minister,  who 
told  me  that  the  first  place  of  worship  he  had  attended 
in  England  was  my  chapel  in  Kinggland ;  and  what  is 
more  singular,  that  the  first  time  two  other  ministers 
(out  of  seven)  in  the  colony  spoke  in  public,  in  the 
English  langui^e,  was  in  Kingsland  Chapel,  viz.  Messrs. 
Kicherer  and  Vos  of  Zwartberg ;  and  that  the  first 
time  Mr.  Bakker  of  Stellenbosch  prayed  in  English 
was  in  the  same  place.  I  thought  these  were  curious 
coincidences. 

Mr.  S.  has  an  elegant  house  and  large  garden,  but  he 
was  low  spirited,  having  never  recovered  his  cheeriful- 
ness  since  the  death  of  his  only  son.  Living  retired, 
and  doing  little,  the  loss  preys  upon  his  frame :  nothing 
but  Calvary  can  cure  such  diseases  of  the  mind. 
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Left  Zwartkod  Kirk  about  wumi^  ud  tMveUad 
imtil  ten,  P.M.  when  we  halted  near  wateR. 

30th.  Id  tiie  roonuog  Table  Mouotaia,  befabd 
Cape-town,  was  M  id  Tiew,  wtaefa,  from  tts  great 
faaii^t,  appeared  Dear,  tbou^  opwaida  of  thir^  tute 
distant 


TkefoUawing  are  tht  number  i^  creatures  kiUed  by 
our  people  during  the  Journey. 


lido   1 

Wolirts  a 

HyMt    •• 1 

BuflUo^s    5 

Hippopotami,  ^  ^  #; 
Sea-cows  ^  •  •  •    } 

Knoos ••••  3 

Quachaa  ••••••«•••  15 

Elk« S 

Ducker 1 

Springbucks    ••••••  38 

Redbucks    6 

Steinbucks * . «  9 

96 


Shebocks #••  3 

BiiiUiiiek  ••*»*«.•»  I 

Zdms e 

Bdiooii.«.« •  1 

Serpents    ••••••..  31 

Jackal   1 

Scorpions «••  17 

Ostriches  ••••••••  ^ 

Guinea  Fowls  ••#•  17 

WildGeese 2 

AVild  Ducks 9 

Wild  Peacock  •  • .  •  1 

182 


While  trnveltiag  mSontb  Africa,  and  visiti^iwioiis 
datite^  I  hardly  met  frith  half  a  dcoea  of  the  Mtiveg 
friwaie  oorpideiit,  hot  a  great  nejoii^  of  the  white 
inhabilaniB  art  ie^  faially  <he  iuamks.    Oaa  Ibis 
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be  owmg  to  the  fiatore  of  the  air,  or  good  living 
and  the  want  of  exerciBe?  In  general  Aey  «leep 
much,  and  do  fittle,  in  consequence  of  having  so  many 
leaves  and  Hottentots  to  sen^e  them.  In  addition  to 
a  good  ni^s  rest,  they  sleep  during  tfie  heat  of  tfie 
day,  60  that  in  ftict  they  are  dead  except  mornings  and 
evenings.  The  value  of  nothing  is  so  little  known  as 
that  of  time. 

The  day  was  warm,  but  a  cooling  breeze  springing 
up  in  tiie  aftermMm,  Mcouraged  us  to  proceed  at  five 
o'clock.  The  countiy  Aroogh  which  we  travelled  was 
more  genendly  cultivated  tiiui  any  other  part  of  Afinca 
we  had  seen. 

We  expected  to  reach  a  salt  lake,  at  the  side  of 
which  is  a  spring  of  good  water;  but  though  we  went 
forward  tSl  one  o'clock  in  Ae  morning  diere  was  no 
appearance  of  it,  wUch  disposed  us  to  sta^  at  a  pool 
where  there  «icas  ffH)d  graw.  We  kflled  a  snaice  on 
the  road,  wMcfa  by  its  Mssjsg  ^Uscovered  itaelf  to  us  in 
the  dark,  so  that  wlrat  it  moA  for  defence  caused  ita 
death. 

Stet  Day  Kght  ^iscowicd  <timt  ipve  isvtrt  in  the 
ambt  of  cora-SeldB,  bat  we  were  ^M  wur  cattle  had 
not  gone  into  any  of  tteoL  As  it  was  necessai'y  to  de- 
part from  such  a  place  as  fast  as  possible,  we  left  it  at 
seven  in  the  morning,  and  reached  the  salt  lakes  at  half 
past  eight  o'clock,  where  we  halted  to  spend  the  day. 
We  found  good  water  within  a  few  yards  of  the  lake. 
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Some  waggons  firom  Cape-town  were  here,  and  we 
found  our  dog  lion  was  with  them,  who  had  been 
missing  for  nK»e  than  a  fortni^t  On  seeing  us,  he 
seemed  pleased  to  rejoin  liis  old  masters,  but  after  re- 
maining a  while  with  us>  be  was  desirous  to  follow  hb 
new  friends,  when  we  fastened  him  to  the  waggon. 

Now  Capetown,  Table  Mountain,  Table  Bay,  with 
the  shipping  were  all  full  in  view. 

When  the  worship  of  the  sabbath  was  over,  Mr. 
Read  and  I  walked  to  Cape-town  in  the  eveniqg  after 
sun-set,  where  I  was  received  by  my  kind  friend  Mr. 
K.  Duncan  and  his  friends,  with  open  arms;  our 
waggons  were  to  follow  next  morning. 

Thus  ended  a  journey  of  nearly  nine  mondis,  and 
all  of  us  were  in  as  good  health  as  when  we  set  out ; 
indeed  I  was  much  better.  Were  I  to  forget  to  praise 
the  Lord  for  his  protecting  care,  I  should  be  one  of 
the  most  ungrateful  beings  under  tlie  sun;  for  his 
goodness  and  mercy  attended  us  every  day,  and  as  far 
as  I  know,  every  object  I  bad  in  view  in  the  journey 
prospered  far  beyond  my  expectation.  Many  news- 
papers and  about  thirty  letters  were  waiting  for  me 
from  various  quarters,  but  I  had  resolution  to  put  off 
their  perusal  till  the  following  day. 
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OCCURRENCES  AFTER  MY  RETURN  TO  CAPE-TOWN. 

IJURING  my  residence  at  Cape-town,  after  my 
return  from  the  interior,  but  few  circumstances  oc- 
curred worthy  to  be  related  to  the  public.  I  was  glad 
to  find  a  religious  society  formed  in  tbe  meeting-house, 
composed  almost  entirely  of  soldiers,  who  had  chosen 
Mr.  Thom  for  their  pastor,  and  to  whom  they  were 
much  attached.  Besides  those  who  were  members  of 
the  society,  a  considerable  number  of  other  soldiers 
regularly  attended.  After  the  first  sermon  that  I 
preached  to  them  after  my  return,  a  seijeant  said  to  me, 
^'  Strange,  Sir,  that  I  should  have  come  fixHn  Ei^land 
to  Africa  to  become  acquainted  with  JesSus  Christ"  I 
told  him  that  I  knew  a  person  who  went  much  farther 
on  the  same  errand,  viz.  ft*om  England  to  the  East 
Indies, 

November  l6th.  In  the  evenic^  we  met  with  about 
sixty  of  the  ftiends  of  missions,  in  a  large  room  at  tbe 
house  of  Mrs.  Smutz,  to  whom  Mr.  Read  ^ve  an 
account  of  our  journey  in  the  Dutch  language,  in 
which  the  company  appeared  to  feel  a  lively  interest 
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On  the  24th  there  was  much  thunder,  lightning 
and  rain  the  whole  day.  About  noon  the  heavens 
were  suddenly  overcast  with  such  thick,  black  clouds 
as  to  render  it  so  dark  I  could  neither  read  nor  write  by 
day-light  There  were  four  or  five  peals  c^  thunder 
so  loud  as  to  resemble  the  explosion  of  a  mine,  or  the 
blowing  up  of  a  ^ip.  The  flariies  of  lightning  were 
so  vivid  and  extensive,  and  followed  each  other  in  such 
quick  succession,  as  to  remind  me  of  what  was  comnKm 
on  the  confines  of  Cafiraria.  All  the  slaves  in  Mr. 
Duncan's  house,  except  oae^  were  sick  at  this  time, 
owii^  it  was  thought,  to  the  stateof  the  air.  During 
the  whole  succeeding  m^  it  blew  with  extreme 
vidence  from  the  &W. 

On  the  S7th  ten  of  the  Hottentots  who  had  acqm* 
panied  me  the  whole  joum^  set  out  on  their  return  to 
Betfadsdorp.  They  caoie  in  a  body  4o  bid  me  farewdL 
I  was  glad  when  tho  parting  aoene  wmi  over,  beU^viog 
that  I  should  see  tbem  no  morp.  The  day  wi^  sukry 
-rtbe  tfaeriBomeler  int.  my  room,  wkh  two  lai|^  win- 
dow9  open,  was  84.  The  ewwing  beii^  cool  aad 
pleasant,  oMist^the  iiihahitaats  waliked  on  the  tenraoes 
IB  front  of  their  hoi»eflu  *' 

December  6th.  Having  been  invited  by  the  friends 
of  mi  www  at  Paarl  to  pay  them  a  visit,  and  iafbrm 
^m  of  the  circuaistaaces  of  the  journey,  Mr.  Bead 
and  I  left  Cape-town  at  five  in  the  momm^  in  Mr. 
AooiJS  wi^ggOQ  accomjianied  by  Mn.  Ssoii  and  M& 
SquuU,  both  of  whom  are  warm  friends  to  the  heathen, 
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IMlu)  very  active  in  dojoig  good,  in  every  way  in  tbeir 
{)Ower. 

M  niqe  A.M.  we  baited  by  the  aide  of  a  salt  lake, 
to  breakfast  and  to  refresh  our  horses.  A  cloth  was 
imodediately  i^pread  on  the  gras^,  on  which  the  pro- 
visions which  the  ladies  had  brought  with  them  were 
placed,  around  which  we  sat  and  partook  Jn  the 
patriarchal  -feshion.  We  brought  fresh  water  for 
ourselves,  but  pw  poor  borses  liad  none.  Tbey  tasted 
Ibe  salt  lake  at  various  points,  but  could  not  drink  of 
its  water;  bad  tbey  not  possessed  this  valuable  sense 
of  taste,  their  fedings  would  have  induced  them  to 
drink  plentifully,  which  must  have  |^tly  increased 
their  thirst  The  valpe  of  this  sense  never  i^ruck  me 
iQOve  ppwer&lly  than  pn  ti^is  occasion. 

After  leaving  the  lake  we  trayelled  alQi^tbe  west 
«idepf  Tiger  A^Iountain,  till  we  caugie  to  a  pass  across 
the  mountains.  Abopt  two  P.M«  vfe  halted  at  a 
boor's,  and  4ii^  ^^  ^hat  vpe  had  brought  with  us, 
itnd  at  seven  P.M.  arrived  at  Mr.  Roos's  at  Paarl, 
which, is  abo^  tbirty-iux  mijes  from  Cape-town.  At 
eight,  about  i  hundred  people  assembled,  to  whew 
Mr.  Read  preached. 

Tbe  c))risti9iis  here  have  fireqMent  meetings  to  cpn- 
verse,  pn  the  scripture,  and  for  prayer.  Every  house, 
^  is  coqamon  throughout  tbe  ci^ony,  has  a^arge  root^ 
fit  for,a,ctiapel,  wh^e  t^e  ^f^y  g^aei^lly^sit  duriqg 
iJiie   day.      These  rooms   raadplj   acogpunodfte  a 
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buodred  people  and  more,  and  their  meetings  circulate 
from  bouse  to  bouse.  These  christians  have  erected 
a  building  capable  of  containing  three  hundred  persons, 
which  is  intended  for  the  instruction  of  their  daves. 

On*  the  following  evening  Mr.  Read  gave  an  account 
of  our  journey  to  a  large  assembly  of  friends,  after  which 
I  added  a  little,  and  then  Mrs.  S.  gave  an  address, 
which  brou^t  tears  from  every  eye,  while  she  pleaded 
the  cause  of  the  poor  heathen,  representing  thdr 
wretchedness,  and  asking  how  they  would  feel  were 
their  own  children  placed  in  similar  circumstances. 

In  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  accompanied  by  frioids 
in  several  waggons,  we  went  to  Mr.  RetiflTs  at  Dnt- 
kenstein,  where  Mr.  Read  preached  at  one  P.M. 
after  which  we  went  to  Stellenbosh,  where  we  arrived, 
a  little  before  sun-set,  at  the  house  of  my  worthy  friend 
Mr.  Kuyper,  where  I  had  resided  very  comfortably  for 
two  months  previous  to  my  journey.  The  next  day, 
after  visiting  various  friends,  we  returned  to  Draken- 
stein,  and  the  succeeding  day  to  Paarl,  where  we 
found  Mrs.  S.  had  been  indisposed  ever  since  our 
departure. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Read  preached  to  the  slaves,  when 
about  two  hundred  slaves  and  free  people  w^^  present 
After  sermon,  the  people  brought  me  donations  to 
assist  in  sending  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  whom  we 
had  visited,  to  the  anuMmt  of  about  five  hundred  m* 
dollars ;  even  the  slaves  came  with  their  skillings  and 
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stiverB,  and  parted  ivitb  thjem  most  chearfoUy  to  aid 
die  cause  of  missioDs.  This  was  a  most  hap(^  evening 
to  me.  It  gkiddeoed  m;  heart  to  behold  diese  blessed 
fruits  of  the  gospel 

1 1th*  We  designed  to  have  set  off  at  four  in  the 
morning,  on  our  return  to  the  Cape,  that  we  might 
avoid  travelling  during  the  heat 'of  the  day,  but 
by  some  mistake,  we  all  arose  about  one  o'clock, 
and  departed  about  three,  when  we  travelled  for 
some  time  by  star  light,  but  the  sun  rising  in  splended 
majesty,  the  darkness  fled  away.  At  seven  A.M.  wfe 
halted  near  a  pool  of  water  where  we  breakfasted, 
iukI  then  went  forward  to  a  farm  house  where  we  rested 
during  the  hottest  part  of  the  day.  About  five  in  the 
evening  we  arrived  at  Cape-town. 

I  was  informed  of  a  circumstance  rdating  to  Cape* 
town  which  greatly  surprised  me,  viz.  That  genteel 
females,  havii^  spurious  children^  gp  openly  to  church, 
and  in  presence  of  two  thousand  people  present  them 
to  be  baptized,  and  as  in  other  cases,  the  names  of 
mother  and  children  are  inserted  in  the  weekly  news- 
paper; the  names  of  such  were  pointed  out  to  me. 
This  b  a  degree  of  bold  efirontery  unknown  in  England, 
especially  amongst  genteel  people;  but  how  ladies  of 
character  can  witness  it,  is,  to  me,  rather  mysterious. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1814,  I  waited  on  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  on  his  return  firom  the 
interior,  who  informed  me  that  he  bad  given  to  the 
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Society  doe  of  the  best  fdaces  be  hid  teen  in  Afiicft 
for  a  new  9ettleiiienty  and  had  named  it  Tbe6ipolis.* 
It  is  one  ctf  the  places  wbioh  I  visited  in  the  IZurefeldi 
or  Albany,  not  for  from  Caffiraria,  wbkh  may  nlti* 
mately  beconie  a  very  important  station.     I  was  sorry 
to  learn  from  bis  £xcdlency  that,  during  the  three 
months  preceding,  the  Caffirts  had  stolen  froth  the 
colony  upwards  of  two  thousand  head  df  cattle,  and 
killed  five  persons^    Orders  were  given  that  on  the 
next  depredation,  a  party  should  enter  their  countty, 
and  kill  a  suitable  number  of  their  cattle  and  leave 
them  all  dead,   to  shew  it  is  not  for  plunder  but 
punishmait    The  Oovertior  expressed  dissHtb^ctioD 
with  the  appearance  of  Bethdsdorp,   and   warmly 
recommended  lo  Mr.  Read  to  attempt  an  improve- 
ment upon  his  return  to  that  station.^ 

Od  the  Ij^di  Sir  John  Cradoek,  the  Gi^Maot,  visit- 
ed the  Free-school,  which  is  conduo«^  on  the  British 
pbn  of  education.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  ytHidg 
people  were  present,  who  performed  their  parts  as 
readily  as  atiy  similar  scbool  in  England.  Twelve  of 
die  best  scholare  werb  presented  by  1^  £liiceHtti«y  wi& 
silver  medals. 


•  Or,  City  of  God. 

t  From  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Bethelsdorp  since 
my  arrival  in  England  I  find  that  Mr.  tlead  is  actively  proceeding 
according  to  this  rbeooiibelidMioii* 
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Waited  on  a  Mr.  M ,  who  has  a  grant  firom 

government  of  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great,  or 
Orange  River.  He  mentioned  that  there  was  an 
opening  into  a  cliff,  a  little  to  the  south  of  that  river, 
which  would  afibrd  shelter  to  two  ships — that  a  bar 
runs  across  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  has  five 
fiathonis  water  onf  it  when  the  tide  is  down— that  there 
are  no  trees  lining  the  sides  of  the  river  near  the  sea — 
that  there  are  several  smalt  islands  near  the  mouth,  but 
he  was  uncertain  whether  they  may  not  be  overflowed 
during  the  rainy  season — he  thinks  there  are  fountains 
in  the  neighbourhood,  but  was  not  sore  if  diey  have 

always  water.    Mr.  M could  at  any  time  convey 

a  cargo  from  Cape-town  by  sea  to  the  Great  River. 

I  visited  with  much  pleasure  the  military  schods  at 
the  Barracks,  in  which  there  were  about  two  hundred 
children,  who  are  all  taught  according  to  the  British 
system,  and  appeared  to  have  made  great  proficiency. 
Mr.  Jones,  the  colonial  Chaplain,  has,  much  to  h\& 
ciredit,  paid  great  attention  to  these  schools,  and  brought 
them  to  their  present  state. 

Having  requested  Mr.  Kramer,  a  missionary,  to  visit 
the  people  living  at  the  ft)ot  of  the  Cedar  Mountain^ 
iti  a  remote  part  of  the  district  of  Tolbach,  and  to 
inquire  into  tteir  circumstances,  he  went  tiiitfaer,  and 
on  bis  fetum  informed  me  that  there  were  of 

White  peopie  •  • -  •  •  •    16 

flapiuznl  oBatflord  ustteototB  *  *  *  *   08 
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Of  these  twenty-five  can  read,  and  they  all  ex- 
pressed a  desire  for  Mr.  Kramer  to  coine  and  settle 
among  them,  which,  if  the  government  permit  be 
b  willing  to  do. 

On  Friday,  the  1 1th  of  February,  I  visited  a  Maho- 
metan mosque.  The  place  was  small — the  floor  was 
covered  with  green  haze,  on  which  sat  about  a  hun- 
dred men,  chiefly  slaves,  Malays^  and  Madagaacars. 
All  of  them  wore  dean  white  robes,  made  in  the  fisishion 
of  shirts,  and  white  pantaloons^  with  white  cotton  doths 
spread  before  them,  on  which  they  prostrated  them- 
selves. They  sat  in  rows,  extending  fix)m  one  side  of 
the  room  to  the  other.  There  were  six  priests,  wearing 
elq^t  turbans.  A  chair,  having  three  steps  up  to  it, 
stood  at  the  east  end  of  the  place,  which  had  a  canopy 
supported  by  posts,  resembling  the  tester  of  a  bed  with- 
out trimmings.  Before  this  chair  stood  two  priests 
who  chaunted  something  I  supposed  in  the  Malay 
l^^guc^  ^  ^  chorus  of  which  the  people  join- 
ed. At  one  part  of  it,  the  priests  hdd  their  ears 
between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  each  hand,  continuing 
to  chaunt,  sometimes  turning  the  right  elbow  upwards 
and  the  left  downwards^  and  then  the  reverse.  This 
awkward  motion  they  continued  to  inake  for  some  time. 
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After  this  form  was  ended,  one  of  the  priests  covered 
his  head  and  face  with  a  white  veil,  holding  in  his  hand 
a  long  Uack  staff  with  a  silver  head,  and  advanced  in 
front  of  the  chair.  When  the  other  had  chauntdd  a 
little,  he  mounted  a  step,  making  a  dead  halt ;  after  a 
second  chaunting  he  mounted  the  second  step,  and  in 
the  same  way  the  third,  when  he  sat  down  upon  the 
chair.    He  descended  in  the  same  manner. 

The  people  were  fi^uently,  during  this  form, 
prostrating  themselves  in  their  ranks  as  regularly  as 
soldiers  exercising.  A  corpulent  priest  then  standing 
in  a  comer,  near  the  chair,  with  his  &ce  to  the  wall, 
repeated  somethmg  in  a  very  serious  singing  manner, 
when  the  people  appeared  particularly  solemn;  after 
which  the  service  concluded.  It  appeared  all  to 
consist  offbrms  without  any  instructioii.  Howdiffinent 
the  kingdom  of  Christ! — accordii^  to  which  mere 
bodily  exerdse  profiteth  little. 
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jnJTERdettlii^  a  Yark%  of/conooros,  the  sajliiig  of 
,h'fiMtSar  Rngland,  toHlei; ' i^Mwoy  of  cthel^onof  64 
Ijuds,  /was  ^QODuiiotd  for  )the  .1^  of  tFobniai^^  od 
;whicb  ntnonmigil  Imit  lOndtoard  tbe  brig  Vmm,  cooh 
obatided'fay  X^tain  Kilg^tir,  »Mqoiq|mied  ,jby  ttmesfl 
HikcAB.  «We  gat)iiQdcrw6igb  aboot^ig^t/io  UeHBMfn- 
ttg,  wbcQ  my  ^omids  jMestfrs.  *B^  J)iUMaQ>  ,Sh^ 
pard,  &c.  took  leave^  andjBflbiiliad  to  ttie.#)K)Pe.  Qur 
fleet  consisted  of  nine  sail  besides  the  Commodore. 
After  passing  tbe  north  side  of  Robin  Island,  we  got 
into  the  open  ocean  with  a  fair  wind,  and  soon  lost 
sight  of  Cape-town,  and  before  evening  of  Afirica  also» 
a  country  for  the  wdfiure  of  which  I  think  I  shall  fed 
mterested  as  long  as  I  live — a  country  in  which  I  have 
spent  the  most  memorable  months  in  my  life,  and  I 
hope  that  good  eflfects  will  ultimately  be  produced  by 
my  visit 

On  the  next  day,  I  had  a  very  narrow  escape  while 
writing  in  the  cabin,  for  by  tbe  pitchii^  of  the  ship  a 
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heavy  chair  on  deck  was  drivea  through  the  slcy-ligbt, 
which  was  open,  and  struck  me  on  the  bead ;  but  in 
consequence  of  its  falling  in  an  indining  direction,  the 
wound  was  slight  compared  with  what  it  might  ha?e 
been. 

On  the  SOtb  we  crossed  the  tropic  of  Capricorn, 
just  at  the  time  of  our  worship  on  deck,  which  the 
passengers  add  seamen  attended,  and  which  they  con- 
tinued regulariy  to  do  all  the  rest  of  the  voyage,  on  the 
sabbath :  they  also  received  tracts  and  books,  which 
most  of  them  read  with  apparent  attention* 

On  the  24th  in  the  morning  we  observed  a  mass  of 
thick  clouds  far  a-head,  which  the  captain  supposed 
were  attracted  by  the  island  of  St  Helena,  which  in 
the  afternoon  was  found  to  be  the  case,  for  the  high  land 
was  visible,  but  being  too  distant  to  reach  it  during 
day  li^t,  the  fleet  stood  off  to  windward  during 
tlie  night,  expecting  to  reach  the  roadstead  in  the 
morning. 

Day  light  next  morning  gave  us  a  fine  view  of  the 
south  side  and  east  end  of  the  island,  which  had  a 
bleak  appearance,  and  seemed  inaccessible  at  all 
points.  At  ten,  A.M.  we  descried  about  ten  ships 
lying  at  anchor,  and  at  noon  we  anchored  among 
them  opposite  to  James-town.  Thus  in  twelve  days 
we  had  sailed  more  than  sixteen  hundred  miles,  having 
had  a  Mr  wind  the  whole  way. 
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When  the  ship  was  moored,  tiie  Captain,  Mr.  Beck, 
and  I  went  ashore,  and  dined  with  Mr.  Hastie  from 
London,  when  we  found  that  some  of  the  Indiamen  in 
the  roads  had  been  waiting  for  convoy,  three,  four, 
five,  and  one  of  them,  six  months,  which  had  cost  some 
of  them  four  or  five  thousand  pounds,  besides  gready 
damaging  their  cargoes,  and  being  a  great  additional 
expense  to  the  passengers,  about  thirty  shillings  a  day 
each ;  infants  at  the  breast  are  charged  ten  or  fifteen 
shillings  a  day. 

Both  the  clergymen  of  the  island,  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Boys  and  Jones,  kindly  invited  me  to  take  up  my  re- 
sidence with  them.  I  lodged  with  the  former  during 
my  stay. 

S6th.  Mr.  Boys  accompanied  me  on  a  ride  into  the 
country.  We  left  James-town  at  eleven,  A.M.  when 
we  instantly  began  to  ascend  the  almost  perpendicular 
side  of  Ladder  Hill,  by  a  zig-zag  path,  cut  out  of  the 
rock  with  great  labour.  The  path  is  secured  by  a 
parapet  wall  on  the  outside.  To  a  stranger  the  road 
has  a  most  terrific  appearance,  especially  if  he  looks 
directly  down  upon  the  town  as  he  ascends.  Our  road 
was  up  hill  for  more  than  an  hour.  Many  gendemen^s 
seats  on  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  and  the  winding 
paths  to  them,  made  the  scenery  very  picturesque,  and 
particularly  gratifying  on  landing  from  the  sea.  Planta- 
tion house,  the  seat  of  the  gpvernor,  is  a  neat,  fdain 
house,  pleasantly  situated  among  trees,  having  a  fine 
view  of  the  ocean.  The  furze  and  the  bramble  boshes, 
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imported  from  Europe,  grow  abundandy  all  over  the 
idaod. 

We  baited  for  some  time  at  Colonel  Smith's 
charming  (^ace,  where  he  has  extensive  gardens  and 
orchardsi  laid  out  with  great  taste  by  himself  The 
peaches  were  so  abundant  that  part  of  them  were  con- 
sumed by  the  swine.  We  next  visited  Dr.  Baldon, 
whom  I  had  seen  in  Scotland,  who  on  accouqt  of  a 
pulmonary  complaint  has  resided  ei^t  years  on  the 
island,  kept. alive  by  the  salubrity  of  the  air  and  uni- 
formity of  the  climate,  the  thermometer  being  ^dom 
under  70  or  higher  than  ei^ty*  Returned  to  James^ 
town  hebxe  sun-set 

27th.  Heard  Mr.  Boys  preach  in  the  morning  and 
Mr.  Jones  in  the  evening.  Both  were  evangelical  dis- 
courses ;  and  I  was  sorry  to  observe  so  few  of  the  in* 
habitants  oi  the  town  attending,  except  diildren  and 
soldiers:  the  rest  seemed  chiefly  to  be  strangers  be- 
longing to  the  ships.  Glad,  however,  was  I  to  find 
such  doctrine  {ueacbed  at  St  Helena. 

On  die  88th,  after  dinner,  rode  out  with  Messrs. 
Boys  and  Hastie,  to  take  a  view  of  Sanday  Bay,  where 
there  is  the  most  romantic  scenery  in  the  island.  The 
mountains  form  a  very  majestic  amphitheatre,  deco- 
rated with  various,  gentlemen's  seats.  We  halted  for 
some  time  at  one  of  them,  Mr.  Doveton's,  who, 
though  neaily  seven^  years  of  age,  has  never  been  off 
the  island.   The  ride  home  over  the  mountains  was  so 
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irtigtiii^,  that  on  arriTuig  I  could  hardly  dismoiHit; 
and  Mr.  B.  must  have  felt  much  the  same  weariness^  a» 
in  consequence  of  the  ride  be  was  unable  to  sup  with 
«s  at  Mr.  Jooes's.  The  most  distant  part  of  the  jslaod 
from  Jamts-town  is  onfy  nine  miles,  consequeotly  a 
longer  journey  cannot  be  taken;  of  coune  their  ideaa 
of  trarelln^  must  be  very  Umiled. 

A  gentleman  on  the  isbnd  had  a  son  married  in 
En^and.  On  his  death,  his  widow  and  children  came 
oat  to  his  lather  at  St.  Helena,  who  complained  at  the 
Governor's  tabfe  of  her  extraiaganoe,  in  conmpiiBoce, 
as  he  thoo^it,  of  having  traveUed  aU  over  England  j 
Ah*,  said  he,  she  had  been  fifteen  miles  fpom  London  I 
A  lady  of  the  island  also  remarked,  on  some  occasion, 
what  a  busde  Loixkm  must  be  in  when  the. India  ships 
arrive.  Little  did  she  imagine  that  few  indftridual^ 
except  those  immcdiatdy  coooemed,  know  ai^  thii^ 
of  the  matter. 

There  are  about  three  thousand  fnhabitante  on  St 
Hdena,  about  sixteen  hundred  of  whom  are  militeiy. 
The  military,  and  the  ships  that  arrive,  are  the  chief 
sources  of  support  to  the  island.  The  lale  order  for 
the  India  ships  to  rendezvous  attheCape  instead  of*St 
Helena,  witt  certainly  injmre  the  island,  except  as  a  mili- 
tary station.  The  inhabitants  who  cannot  rear  fiEwlsmust 
be  cmitent  to  live  daefly/on  salt  pipvisioos.  I  viuted 
an  excellent  public  school  for  the  instruction  of  childrao 
Monging  to  the  poc»er  classes  of  society  under  the 
tuition  of  a  worthy  man.    There  Mxe  visiUepooofe  all 
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0^  tbe  idaod  that. it  has  \mn  prodvce4  by  vqknk 
eruptiODS. 

Tbe  6rst  day  of  Marph  b^iig  ^i^ed  fi)r  ihfs  flaQt  ti^ 
sail,  tbe  Cofmnodore  $riBd  a  §iin  in  tbe  moraMg>  m  9 
aigoal  ^  all  tp  get  on  boiwd.  About  eli^vim,  I  left  tb9 
friendly  bouse  of  Mr.  Boyd,  aejpogipwied  by  biw  aoi} 
bis  coUeag^e  Mr.  Jones,  and  Ensign  Armstrpng,  wbos^ 
friendly  attentions  also  I  ab^U  PQt  sow  forget  Oi^ 
reacbing  tbe  pier,  I  found  our  sbip's  boat  waiting  for 
me,  wben,  with  piMiiful  fe^lipgis,  I  p^ed  fropi  tbesi? 
kiqd  frif^nds  and  w^t  (»i  bofa^d-  At  oppn  tbe  fli^ 
which  now  con^istf^d  of  tym^t^/rfm^  aail^  gpt  ynder 
weigh  with  a  geptle  Inree;^  which  gmlually  reooo^  us 
from  St  Helena  till  it  wf^  no  longi^r  visible. 

.  Ontbeffipmipgof  tbejwtbiwe^diswye^ 
^  Asc^nsipn^  abputiortj^  miles  to  tbp  N-W-  vbicha$ 
ajbc^t  eight  buodred  mili^  from  St*  Hidcuaii* «  Tb«  cry 
of  "  f^wd"  jam^e  every  sleep(Br  ris^  and.ruu  to  sf^  i^t 
At  four  P.M..  being  >v}ibin  i»  feymilpspf  .tbie  i^lapd, 
iM^ra)of  MS  w»re  realty  tpgo  op^ibffiw  i(o  mt<:b  twtl^ 
ji^t  a  stnu^^^bipi^ppeaiiqg  to  tbP  QMrtwardi  tbe  Gof^ 
modmp  by.digRid  orddrediUtPbfQ^iim.tftek^Ooii^ 
)7hile  bfi,  M^itb  a  festrwiliog  Indiwdw,  fwnt  in  jpmmt 
of  the  strange  sail ;  so  our  turtle  expedition  was  #us* 
trated.  At  sun-set  we  were  ordered  by  signal  to  lie-to 
during  tbe  oigbt,  irh^n  our  little  brig  hnd  %  oaixow 
4»Qipe  £mxi  hding  xun  down  by  one  of  the  kige  Indian 
pfD.  We  irare  detamd  tilljiooB  next  day,,  as  wetsnp- 
posed^  for  thft  tmtle  catchers;  andibawngDO  qxpicta- 
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tioB  of  a  share,  we  were  all  gnunbling  at  the  detention, 
and  b^an  to  calculate  bow  much  expense  was  incurred 
by  the  fleet  losing  eighteen  hours  in  officers  and  sea- 
men*s  wages,  and  interest  of  value  of  the  cargoes;  and 
concluded  that  the  six  tunles  which  were  caught  would 
cost  England  two  thousand  pounds:  but  the  idea  of  this 
loss  never  would  have  occurred  to  any  on  board,  had  we 
been  permitted  to  go  on  shore.    Two  sleeping  turdes 
passed  our  ship  within  a  few  yards,  but  bang  judged 
about  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds  wei^t,  they  were  too 
heavy  to  be  lifted  into  a  boat,  and  were,  with  a  general 
grudge,  allowed  to  pass  undisturbed.  The  small  island 
of  Ascension  can  never  be  inhabited,  as  it  contains  no 
spring  of  water,  and  the  surface  is  almost  entirely  cover- 
ed witha  kind  of  cinder,  on  which  there  is  not  the  small- 
est verdure.  It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  sea  fowls  and  fe- 
male turtles,  who  repair  thither  to  deposit  their  eggs ;  but 
bow  such  a  stuind  looking  animal  finds  out  this  speck 
of  land,  in  so  extended  an  ocean,  is  truly  wonderful : 
if  it  be  by  scent,  one  would  suppose  they  could  only 
smell  it  when  on  a  line  with  it  to  thencxth,  as  the  wind 
there  always  blows  fixmi  the  south :  if  the  island  gives 
a  taste  to  the  water  for  many  miles  round,  and  diat 
taste  be  stronger  as  the  island  is  approached,  still  the 
currents  would  be  an  obstruction  to  findii^  it  out  by 
taste. 

When  within  about  Ave  degrees  of  the  line^  the 
or  through  which  the  ship  passed  was  at  i^^bt  so 
linatad,  that  it  seemed  as  if  mii^fed  with  fiery 
KMT,  and  oodd  a  person  have  sat  steadily  on  the 
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helm,  I  tbink  he  might  have  read  lai^ge  print  We 
lock  up  a  little  af  it,  which,  after  having  examined 
by  a  magnifying  ^ass,  we  concluded  was  the  spawn 
of  some  fish.  We  observed  many  white  spots  in  it, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  embryo  of  fishes.  This 
matter  does  not  shine  except  when  agitated  by  the 
breaking  of  a  wave,  or  the  motion  of  a  ship  forced 
against  it  On  putting  some  of  it  into  our  hands,  it  lost 
the  luminous  appearance,  but  when  held  up^  this  was 
restored. 

On  the  l6th,  during  the  night,  we  crossed  the  line 
with  light  winds  attended  with  squalls,  and  the  sweU  soon 
b^an  to  come  from  the  N.£.  Our  cabin,  which  had 
lately  been  painted  of  a  French  g^  colour,  became 
black  from  the  influence  ci  the  beat  upon  the  caigo^ 
especially  the  sug^.  Most  of  us  bad  what  is  called 
the  prickly  heat^  or  rash,  resemUing  measles,  dl  owe 
our  skki,  which,  though  not  painful,  produced  a  con- 
stant desire  to  rub  it  On  the  18th  we  were  much 
amused  by  seveial  beauti&l  dolphins,  following  and 
Ikying  about  the  ^p.  They  appeared  in  the  wa** 
ter  of  a  verdigris  green,  and  sometimes  a  beautiful 
brown  colour.  After  sevmtil  unsuccessfol  throws  of 
the  harpoon,  the  captain  at  length  struck  it  into  one, 
and  brou^t  it  on  deck,  to  the  no  small  gratificatioQ  of 
such  of  us  as  had  not  seen  one  before.  We  all  pro* 
Bounced  it  a  most  compleat  beauty,  not  -inferior  to  any 
creature  on  land,  not  exdudii^  the  gokteln  pheasant,  or 
the  bird  of  paradise.    The  badt:  was  dark  green,  mix- 
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^  with  large  blue  spots,  in  tbe  middle  of  which  was  a 
red  spot  like  a  drop  of  blood-^tbe  green  as  it  descend-^ 
ed  gradunUy  became  tighter  tffl  lost  id  tbe  colour  of  ^ 
fihe^t  gold — this  ydlow  became  paler  till  lost  in  white 
which  was  the  colbiii"  of  the  belly.  The  fins  were 
equally  ornamented.  The  shape,  of  the  finest  sym- 
metry. It  was  about  three  feet  and  a  half  long.  When 
cut  up,  one  large  and  several  small  flying  fishes  were 
finind  in  its  stomach.  When  boiled  it  was  nearly  as 
white  as  snow  under  the  skin,  and  had  a  delicate  taste. 
The  heavens  are  generally  clouded  near  the  line,  which 
serves  as  an  umbrella  to  protect  from  the  burning  rays 
of  a  vertical  sun. 

On  the  3  iBt  tbe  sun  crossed  tbe  equator,  and  I  bad 
an  opportunity  to  see  verified  Dr.  Franklin  s  asaeitiooj 
ihai  oil  thrown  upon  a^tated  wator  will  smooth  it  A 
SiMith'Sea  Mnder  near  us  pumt)ad  out  her  bilge  water; 
which  was  nlixed  ii^  oil,  when  the  sea,  for  a  quarter 
of  a  ndebebiad  hear,  became  as  smooth  as  glasa.  Oft 
tiie  31st.  we  passed,  about  a  thousand  miles  to  wei^ 
W8rd  oltbe  Cape  de  Verd  Island^ 

On  tiie  4(b  of  April  we  crossed  the  tropic  of  Canoer, 
and'  entered  the  temperate  zobe,  (leased  to  leave  the 
torrid  bebiad  os^  when  some  on  bottd  said  they  h&gKB 
to  inntitt  Eoropeao  air.  On  tbe  7th,  thou^  at  a  gleal 
dislaQce  fimn  land,  weiibsecvied  nmcb  seai^weed  mov* 
ingpastns«  A  whaler  ran  fotd- of  us,  which  for  some 
adnntes  exdtcd  JDonkkraUia  alarm ;  but  providentfaify 
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we  got  diseotan^ed  witbout  tustaining  material  iqurj* 
About  oie  in  the  aMMnung  of  the  8th  aU  were  waked 
fromaleqf^by  aauddeaand  violent  gust  of  wind,  \i4iieh 
carried  away  the  g^ff,  or  upper  boom  of  our  mainBail, 
and  caused  the  overthrow  of  chairs,  &c.  in  our  cabin. 
It  lasted  only  about  five  minutes. 

On  the  10th,  about  eleven,  A.M.  the  Commod<xe 
bung  out  A  signal,  diat  he  supposed  a  storm  was  ap^ 
proaching  from  the  N.W.  for  which  all  the  ship3  pre^ 
pared.  About  noon,  as  we  were  preparing  for  worship 
on  the  Lord's  day,  the  storm  commenced,  and  blew 
very  hard,  especially  after  sun-set.  Being  in  a  sound 
slenp  during  the  nighty  I  heard  nothing  of  the  storm, 
though  it  had  occasionally  blown  with  great  violence. 
We  were  lying-to,  under  only  one  reefed  topsail,  and 
the  sea  running  very  high. 

At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  captain  called  me  on 
deck,  to  witness  before  the  day  light  was  gone  the 
awful  grandeur  of  the  ocean,  and  the  rolling  of  the 
ships  around  us.  A  more  majestic  and  sublime  scene 
than  such  a  storm  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  surely 
cannot  be  seen.  Though  twenty  large  ships  surround- 
ed us,  yet  frequently  not  one  of  them  was  visible  from 
our  deck,  in  consequence  of  the  great  height  of  the 
Intervening  waves.  The  sea  seemed  full  of  rage  and 
fury,  threatening  to  destroy  all  who  had  dared  to  ven- 
ture on  its  surfece.  I  viewed  the  scene  witli  extreme 
interest,  as  an  exhibition  of  tlie  great  Creator's  power, 
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and  expressed  a  wish  that  my  friends  in  London  could 
be  gratified  with  a  panoranaic  view  of  it  The  fottm 
freim  the  sea,  blown  about  in  all  directions,  added 
greatly  to  the  gloominess  of  the  scene. 

About  nine  o'clock  at  ni^t  the  Captain  again  in- 
vited me  on  deck  to  view  the  scene  with  the  additional 
gloom  of  night  The  appearance  was  terrific.  Won- 
derful that  our  litde  brig  was  not  dashed  into  a  thou- 
sand pieces! 

ISth.  The  wind  continued  violent  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning  only  two  ships  were  observed  from  our  dedc 
At  nine,  A.M.  several  other  ships  were  seen  from  the 
mast  head,  to  which  we  made  sail,  and  in  the  aftdnoon 
we  rejoined  the  fleet  Towiurds  evening  the  wind 
began  to  abate,  though  the  sea  retained, its  former 
height 

At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  all  were 
roused  from  their  slumber  by  a  sodden  and  violent 
gust  of  wind,  which  caused  much  confusion  while  it 
lasted,  which  happily  was  not  long.  At  eight,  A.M« 
a  gale  of  wind  rose  from  the  N.E.  blowing  directly 
against  our  farther  progress.  At  eleven,  A.M.  I  had 
BO  sooner  reached  the  deck,  on  purpose  to  view  the 
majestic  scene  that  surrounded  us,  than  a  sea  broke 
completely  over  the  vessel  from  stem  to  stem,  when 
all  were  drenched  with  its  contents.  Towards  eveninf 
the  gale  began  to  abate. 
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21st  Having  heard  or  read  that  if  a  corked  bottle 
were  sunk  fifty  or  sixty  fathoms  in  the  ocean,  however 
tight  the  cork  might  be,  the  pressure  without  would 
drive  the  cork  into  the  inside  of  the  bottle,  on  men- 
tioning it  to  the  captain,  he  readily  consented  to  make 
an  experiment,*  which,  proved  the  accuracy  of  the 
assertion. 


*  We  drove  a  cork  very  tight  into  an  empty  bottle.  The  cork 
was  80  large  that  more  than  half  of  it  could  not  be  driven  into  the 
neck  of  the  bottle.  We  then  tied  a  cord  round  the  cork  which  we 
also  fastened  round  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  to  prevent  the  cork 
sinking  down,  and  put  a  coat  of  pitch  over  the  whole.  By  means 
of  lead  we  sunk  it  in  the  water.  When  it  was  let  down  to  about  the 
depth  of  fifty  fathoms,  the  captain  said  he  was  sure  that  the  bottle 
had  instantaneously  filled ;  on  which  he  drew  it  up,  when  we 
(bund  the  cork  driven  down  into  the  inside,  and  of  course  the 
bottle  was  full  of  water. 

We  prepared  a  second  bottle  exactly  in  the  same  way,  only  with 
the  addition  of  a  sail  needle  being  passed  through  the  upper  part 
of  the  cork,  which  rested  on  the  mouth  of  the  bottle,  and  all  com- 
pleatly  pitched  over.  When  about  fifty  fiitbpms  down,  the  captain 
called  out  as  before,  that  he  felt  by  the  sudden  increase  of  weight 
that  the  bottle  was  filled,  on  which  it  was  drawn  up.  We  were  not 
a  little  surprised  to  find  the  cork  in  the  same  position,  and  no  part 
•f  the  pitch  broken,  yet  the  bottle  was  full  of  water.  None  of  os 
could  coiyecture  how  the  water  got  in.  There  was  no  part  of  the 
pitch  open  that  would  admit  the  point  of  a  needle.  Sopposii^ 
the  pitch  and  cork  both  porous,  it  does  not  appear  easy  to 
account  for  a  quart  of  water  passing  so  instantaneously  through 
so  small  a  space — the  porousness  of  the  glass  seems  to  be  the  only^ 
consideration  by  which  we  can  account  for  the  fact. 
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On  the  Si9th  our  ComiDodcH^  spoke  with  an  Eng- 
lish fri^te;  aod  on  the  succeeding  momingi  at  six 
O'clock,  the  Carmarthen  Indiaman,  after  bailing  u% 
and  finding  we  had  beard  no  new%  telegraphed  as 
follows : 

Peace  with  France ! ! 
Bonaparte  dethroned ! ! ! 
Bourbons  and  Stadtholder  restored  I 
France  conquered! 
The  allies  in  Paris!!! 


t  do  not  know  whether  the  same  experiment  as  the  second 
was  ever  tried  before,  and,  therefore,  for  the  satisfEurtion  of  the 
curious  and  inquisitive,  I  shall  subjoin  answers  to  as  many  inquiries 
as  I  think  thej  would  make,  were  I  present  with  them. 

Are  yon  positively  certain  there  was  no  water  in  the  second 
bottle  before  the  cork  was  put  into  it?    Positively  certain. 

Did  the  cork  compleatly  fill  the  nedt  of  the  botUe  ?  Tlie  cork 
fM  purposely  chosen  rather  larger  than  suited  the  bottle,  and  not 
more  than  one  half  of  it,  as  on  the  first  experiment,  codd  be  (breed 
lato  it.  Likewise  to  render  it  still  more  difficdt  to  be  forced 
down,  it  was  firmly  tied  to  the  neck  of  the  bottle  with  a  small 
dord. 

Did  the  piercmg  of  the  eorit  with  m  large  a  needle  as  a  8a9 
atedle  not  spHt  it  f  The  captain  did  it  caatioosly  16  prevent  that» 
•ad  MKceeded  in  not  injuring  it. 

Aia  you  certain  that  every  part  of  the  cork^  aad  especially 
round  the  mouth  of  the  bottk,  was  covered  with  pitch?  Yes,  and 
also  about  an  inch  lower  dowa  with  a  thick  emit  of  pitch. 
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We,  who  bad  heard  nothing  of  Europe  later  ttum  in 
September,  1813,  were  overwhelmed  with  astonUbment 
OD  receiving,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes^  sticb  extnu 
ordinary  and  unexpected  tidings ;  we  were  like  men  that 
dreamed*  After  congratulating  each  other  upon  the 
news^  we  all  felt  a  stroiig  desire  to  know  the  particuUii 
H^hich  led  to  such  aiogular  events ;  but  for  this  we  were 
obliged  to  exercise  a  litUe  patience  till  we  should  reach 
sOroe  English  port 

At  one,  P.M.  we  got  soundings  at  ninety  fathoms, 
a  proof  we  were  not  at  a  great  distance  from  land. 


Was  the  state  of  it  parUcdarly  examioed  when  taken  up? 
Yes,  by  the  captain,  Mr.  Beck  a  passenger,  and  bj  myself,  and  we 
observed  only  one  hollow  part  in  the  pitch,  about  the  size  of  a 
pin's  head,  that  had  been  a  bubble  in  the  pitch,  the  top  of  which 
wat  broken,  but  the  bottom  renuuned  corered  with  pitch. 

I  preserved  the  bottle  in  the  very  state  in  which  it  was  taken  up^ 
till  the  vessel  arrived  in  the  London  Docks,  bat  the  cabin  boy 
broke  it  by  letting  it  fall  when  carrying  it  to  my  house  in  London. 

The  experiment  waft  made  about  eight  htmdred  mifes  to  the 
westward  of  Morocco,  in  calm  weather.  The  lead  which  sunk 
the  bottle  was  the  same  that  it  used  for  trying  soundings^  and  the 
line  the  same  Q6e<l  on  such  occauons.    It  was  a  wine  bottle* 

Captain  Kilgour,  of  the  Venus,  was  equally  anxious  wilb 
myself  to  make  the  experiment.  Both  of  us  were  so  satisfied  that 
every  thing  was  correctly  done,  that  we  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  make  a  third  trial* 
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The  greased  lead  brought  up  brown  Mod:  we  now 
viewed  ourselves  as  saflk^  over  the  foundation  of 
the  idaod  of  Britain. 

May  1st  At  seven,  A.M.  a  Prussian  vessel  passed 
near  us,  and  at  ten,  A.M.  an  English  brig,  which  con- 
firmed the  news  of  the  preceding  day.  At  noon,  sound- 
ings were  found  at  fifty-five  fathoms :  at  the  bottom 
there  were  shells  and  round  stones.  I  preached,  in 
allusion  to  the  news,  firom  Acts  viii.  8. 

2nd.  The  morning  light  dbcovered  to  us  the  British 
shore,  near  the  Land's  End  in  Cornwall,  which  was 
not  an  unwelcome  sight,  especially  as  we  had  seen 
no  land  since  we  left  the  small  island  of  Ascension  on 
the  10th  of  March.  Before  evening  we  entered  the 
chops  of  the  channel, 

3rd.  We  were  all  day  beating  up  channel  against 
adverse  winds,  which  increased  as  the  day  advanced* 
About  one  P.M.  the  Commodore  hung  out  a  signal, 
advising  all  ships  who  thought  they  could  make  Ply- 
mouth harbour  to  try  it,  when  ours  happily  efiected  it; 
though  others  of  the  fleet  were  obliged  to  run  back  for 
Palmouth.  At  five,  P.M.  we  cast  anchor  within  a  mile 
of  the  town  of  Plymouth ;  but  the  wind  blew  so  vio- 
lently it  was  impossible  to  get  ashore,  till  next  day 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  J  once  more 
landed  on  British  ground ;  and  as  the  Annual  Meeting 
pf  the  Missionary  Society  was  to  take  place  on  the  fol* 
}owing  Wednesday,  I  took  my  passage  in  a  Londoq 
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coach  which  set  off  next  morning  at  seven,  in  which  I, 
and  my  young  African  friend  Mr.  Beck,  arrived  safe  at 
five  on  Saturday  morning,  at  the  inn  in  Lad-lane,  and 
soon  after  at  my  own  house,  where  I  was  thankful  to 
find  my  fiiends  in  good  healthy  of  whom  I  had  heard 
nothing  for  about  a  year. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


I  cannot  close  this  account  of  my  journies  in  Africa, 
without  a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  valuable  in^ 
formation  and  assistance  I  derived  from  my  friend  and 
fellow-traveller  Mr.  Read.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to 
Mr.  Anderson,  who  accompanied  me  from  Griqua 
town  to  Lattakoo.  I  am  also  under  obligation  to  the 
Griqua  Chiefs,  Kok  and  Bern;  to  Jan  Hendrick,  a 
Griqua;  and  to  various  Hottentots  of  the  company, 
who  had  been  in  Cafiraria.  I  am  also  much  indebted 
for  useful  assistance  to  all  the  missionaries  in  Na- 
macqua  land. 

Above  all,  I  ascribe  praise  and  glory  to  Him  who 
inclined  me  to  undertake  the  journey ;  who  directed 
and  preserved  me  through  the  whole  of  it;  who 
watched  over  my  affairs  while  absent  from  home; 
and  at  length  restored  me  in  safety  and  health  to  my 
friends  and  flocL 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

CHAPTER  I. 
MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNT  OP  CAFFRARtA. 


aELIGION-^MARaiAGES-^^CKNESS-HUNTlNO. 

V^APFRARtA  coinmeDces  at  the  Great  Pish  Riveo 
which  divides  it  from  Albany  in  the  Colony^  and  runs  along 
the  Indian  Ocean^  in  a  N.E.  direction,  to  the  River  Bassee, 
which  divides  it  from  the  Tambookie  country*  It  does  not 
extend  more  than  seventy  miles  up  the  country,  or  to  the 
west,  at  least  at  the  souu  end  of  it,  bein^  separated  from 
the  Colony  and  Budiman  country  on  that  side  by  a  chain  of 
mountains.  It  abounds  with  mountains,  woods,  and  water, 
and  is  far  more  populous  than  either  the  Bushman,  Coranna, 
or  Namacqua  countries.  The  people  also  are  taller,  more  ro- 
bust, and  more  industrious.  Better  shaped  men  I  never  saw. 
They  are  a  warlike  race,  and  many  of  them  are  greatly  addicted 
to  plundering.  Like  the  Chinese,  they  consider  all  other  peo- 
ple inferior  to  themselves,  and  suppose  that  Europeans  wear 
clothes  merely  on  account  of  having  feeble  and  sickly 
bodies. 

They  have  scarcely  any  religion  ;  but  some  of  them  profess 
to  believe  that  some  great  being  came  from  above,  and  made 
the  woild,  after  which  he  returned,  and  cared  no  more  about 
it.  It  is  very  probable  that  even  this  feeble  ray  of  light  waH 
obtained  by  means  of  their  intercourse  with  the  Dutch  boors 
during  several  ages.  They  consider  man  as  on  a  level  with 
the  brutes  with  regard  to  the  duration  of  his  being,  so  that 
when  he  is  dead  diere  is  an  end  of  hia  existence. 

3V 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  CAFFRARIA, 


When  I  enquired  of  some  of  our  Hottentots  \who  had  lived 
among  the  Caflfres,  if  they  had  any  conjectures  among  them 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  they  said  the 
Caffres  did  riot  allow  iheir  thoughts  to  extend  so  far  as  the 
stars. 

Like  the  Matchappees,  they  have  circumcision  among 
them,  though  ignorant  of  what  gave  rise  to  the  custom. 
They  perform  this  ceremony  on  their  young*  men  at  (he  age 
of  fourteen  years,  or  more.  For  thi!s  purpose  tiie^  are 
caught,  for  they  seldom  submit  willingly,  and  brought  mto  a 
house,  when  the  operation  is  forcibly  performed ;  after  which 
they  are  not  permitted  to  sleep  till  they  are  healed,  and  to  keep 
them  awake,  men  are  employed  to  beat  them  on  the  ends  of 
their  fingers.  One  man  performs  this  office  for  a  consider- 
able district,  and  is  paid  for  his  trouble  by  a  calf  or  an 
assagay.  They  daub  the  person  over  with  wlute,  so  that  our 
Hottentots  said,  he  looks  like  the  devil.  They  likewise 
furnish  him  with  an  apron  made  from  a  plant  which  grows 
in  the  rivers  of  Caffraria,  and  the  young  men,  thus  painted 
and  dressed,  dance  together  at  a  distance  from  the  Kraal,  to 
which  they  are  not  admitted  till  perfectly  recovered.  When 
recovered,  they  \iash  off  the  clay  in  the  river,  and  receive 
each  a  new  garment  as  a  present  from  the  women.  Then 
the  house  in  which  they  were  confined  and  every  thing  in  it 
is  burned ;  after  which  a  young  female  is  presented  to  each ; 
and  beiug  now  considered  as  men,  they  are  allowed  to  eat 
some  parts  of  a  beast,  which  are  forbidden  till  that  rite  b 
performed.  When  the  son  of  a  Caffre  chief  is  circumcised, 
he  becomes  chief  of  all  the  youth  of  the  same  age  and 
under,  and  his  father  retains  his  authority  over  all  others: 
thus  the  power  is  divided  between  the  father  and  hb 
eldest  son. 

When  a  Caffre  wishes  to  marry,  he  invites  the  female  to 
whom  he  is  partial  to  his  house^  and  makes  a  feast.  If 
pleased  with  her,  he  negotiates  with  the  parents  to  marry 
her,  which  negotiation  chiefly  relates  to  the  number  of  cattle 
to  be  given  for  her ; — if  successful,  a  day  is  appointed  for 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials.  On  the  morning  of  that  day 
she  appears,  with  only  a  little  dress,  in  presence  of  the  whole 
Kraal,  walking  past  each  person,  with  companions  on  each 
side  of  her.  Then  she  turns  her  back  towards  her  parents, 
intimating-  that  to  be  the  last  time  they  shall  see  her  in  that 
state.  Cattle  are  now  killed,  when  they  feast  and  dance  as 
long  as  they  last. 

Polygamy  is  very  general  among  them.     The  common 
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people  have  seldom  more  than  one  or  two  wives,  but  their 
chiefs  generally  four  or  five. 

When  a  Caffre  is  sick^  they  generally  send  for  a  person 
who  is  considered  as  a  physician^  who  pretends  to  extract 
from  the  body  of  the  sick,  serpents,  stones^  bones.  Sic.  At 
other  times  he  beats  them  on  the  eibow,  knees,  and  end  of 
their  fingers,  till  (as  our  Hottentots  expressed  it)  these  are 
almost  rotten — they  sometimes  also  kill  cattle  in  the  way  of 
sacr^ce  for  the  person — at  other  times  the  doctor  pretends 
to  drive  out  the  devil,  and  to  kill  him. 

When  their  chiefs  are  long  sick,  they  suppose  it  to  be 
owing  to  tiie  conduct  of  some  person  in  the  Kraal.  To  find 
oat  this  person  they  employ  some  woman  who  is  reported  to 
be  a  witch,  who,  when  the  people  are  called  out,  walks 
round  and  round  them,  until  she  fixes  upon  the  supposed 
culprit,  and  points  him  out;  on  which  ants,  formed  into 
balls  are  brought,  when  one  ball  is  put  between  the  up- 
per part  of  his  thighs,  and  otie  under  each  armpit^  to 
bite  and  torment  him  till  he  confesses;  immediately  on 
which  he  is  put  to  death  without  mercy.  When  Congo,  a 
chief,  was  sick,  he  employed  one  of  these  women  to  find  out 
the  aggressor.  She  selected  a  Hottentot  who  pretended  to 
be  a  doctor  among  them.  He  was  instantly  slain.  His 
widow  is  servant  to  one  of  our  Missionaries. 

When  Gika,  the  present  king  of  the  Caffres,  was  sick,  he 
attributed  it  to  the  enchantments  of  persons  who  disliked 
him,  however  he  would  not  permit  them  to  be  put  to  death. 

They  are  very  expert  in  binding  up  a  broken  leg  or  arm. 
One  of  our  Hottentots  broke  his  arm  in  Caffraria,  and  had  it 
well  set  and  cured  by  a  Caffre.  ^ 

They  have  a  barbarous  custom  of  exposing  their  sick 
friends,  who,  in  their  opinion,  arc  not  likely  to  recover. 
They  carry  them  to  bushes  at  a  distance  from  the  Kraal, 
where  they  leave  them,  either  to  be  devoured  by  wild  beasts, 
or  to  die  of  want.  While  Congo  with  his  Kraal  resided  for 
some  time  on  the  grounds  of  Bethelsdorp,  Mr.  Read  heard 
they  had  exposed  a  woman  in  this  manner.  He  went  to 
Congo  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  report ;  who  assured 
him,  that  two  women  attended  upon  her  among  the  bushes. 
He  went  and  found  two  women  as  had  been  stated,  but  he  was 
not  sure  that  they  had  not  been  sent  while  he  conversed  with 
the  chief.  When  he  told  them  that  that  woman,  and  all 
mankind,  would  rise  again  from  the  dead,  it  caused  un- 
common joy  among  the  Cafires.  They  said,  they  should  like 
to  see  their  grandfathers,  and  others  whom  they  mentioned* 
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Congo  inquired  wben  it  would  happen,  und  if  it  would  be 
soon,  but  Mr.  Read  could  not  gnti^  his  wiihet  ^oti  that 
point* 

Sometimet  the  exposed  person  revivei,  and  returns  to  dm 
Kraal ;  but  if  be  does  not  recover,  be  is  af«a  carried  to  the 
bushes ;  and  should  this  be  rspeated,  they  shut  him  vm  m 
his  house  with  a  small  portion  of  victuals,  when  the  luasl 
removes  to  some  other  quarter.  This  cruel  practice  ia  eon* 
sidered  to  arise  from  a  dread  of  the  disease  spreading  like  the 
plague.  When  Dr.  Vanderkenp  was  in  Cafflraria,  be  fbnndl 
^hey  had  other  practices  analogous  to  this;  such  as  when  any 
of  them  are  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  the  rest  are  so  ta^ 
rified  that  they  will  either  run  from  him,  or  throw  stones  at 
him ;  likewise  T^heq  a  woman  is  taken  in  labour,  evety  one 
runs  from  her, 

They  bury  none  but  their  chieb  and  their  wives ;  oAers 
are  thrqwn  out  to  be  devoured  by  the  wild  beasts.  Should 
a  person  die  accidentally  in  his  own  house,  the  whole  Kraal 
is  deserted. 

When  dying,  they  seem  totally  indifferent  tbcmt  it,  and  the 
8{>ectator9  appear  as  indifferent  as  the  dying ;  yet  a  Cafte 
will  sometimes  mourn  for  the  death  of  a  wife  or  a  child. 
When  he  does  so,  he  leaves  his  Kraal,  separates  himself 
from  every  one,  and  retires  into  a  vrood  or  lonely  place, 
where  he  lives  for  a  month  or  two  in  the  manner  of  a  her- 
mit; after  which  he  throws  away  his  cloak  and  begs  for 
another,  on  obtaining  which  he  returns  to  bis  hone. 

Maiw  of  the  Caffres  travel  into  the  countries  vhieb  sur- 
round them,  sometimes  to  plunder,  at  o^her  times  aaereij  to 
gratify  curiosity,  and  to  bring  Imk  any  thiag  lh«>y  judge 
useful  or  curious.  They  alwi^s  travel  on  foot,  cairytng  no 
more  than  their  cloak  to  sleep  in  during  the  nq^t.  On  ihdr 
return  they  entertain  their  friends  by  relating  ^e  nuosl  mifmte 
circumstiance  that  happened — where  and  whiit  tbty  ale, 
where  and  what  kind  of  water  they  drank,  and  every  thing 
they  saw  or  heard,  and  he  who  does  not  do  so  is  despised. 
When  any  of  them  have  visited  Cape-town»  on  their  return 
they  used  to  describe  how  the  people  dressed,  how  they 
washed  their  mouths,  their  houses,  &c.  but  never  imitated  or 
endeavoured  to  introduce  any  of  their  customs.  They  ex^- 
pressed  surprise  at  many  things  which  they  saw,  but  never 
think  the  i^bite  men  are  more  wise  or  skilful  than  themselves, 
for  thev  suppose  they  could  do  all  that  die  white  men  do  if 
they  chose.  They  consider  readiw  aod  murittng  as  insig* 
nificant  things,  of  no  use- 
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They  are  remafkabk  for  reteiniiig  the  history  of  Ibetr  fore- 
£Hher8>  thek  forraer  kings  «m1  chiefs,  and  cm  relate  theni 
"with  great  distinctness.  When  alone,  tbej  frequently  repeat 
all  thej  know  of  fontier  ages>  and  of  friends  who  are  dead^ 
aad  sometimes  weep  while  doing  ao« 

Nothing  is  more  disgraceAil  among  the  Cafires  than  for  a 
mui  to  lose  or  throw  away  his  shield.  One  of  our  Hottentots 
when  in  Caffraria,  ohserred  a  Coffre  who  was  as  olerer  as 
aojy  of  them,  yet  never  allowed  to  associate  with  them,  and 
often  wondered  what  conld  be  the  reason  of  his  di^raoe — 
the  Caffre  told  him  it  wasbecaose  he  bad  once  thrown  away 
his  shield  to  save  his  life^ 

They  are  very  fsithfiil  to  any  trust  reposed  in  them. 
Should  they  get  any  thii^  to  carry  to  Cape-town^  oar  Hot- 
tentots said  they  wonid  rather  lose  every  thing  they  had,  than 
that  thing  with  which  they  were  entrasted,  and  so  disappoint 
the  sender.  Mr.  Read  said  ho  had  sent  many  articles  by 
them  to  their  chiefs,  and  they  were  always  faithfully  do» 
livered — but  they  have  not  been  very  faitbfiil  to  the  promises 
they  have  made  to  the  Cape  government,  having  often 
broken  them. 

Many  of  them  are  very  hospitable  to  strangers,  not  wait- 
ing till  they  ask  for  victuals,  but  bringing  it  of  their  own 
accord,  and  setting  it  b^ore  tbemx  and  always  of  the  best 
they  have. 

They  never  go  a  fishing,  fish  being  reckoned  unclean,  as 
are  ako  tame  fowls,  avrine,  &c*  They  have  no  canoes  or 
boats,  even  to  cross  a  river  by;  this  they  perform  by  tying 
reeds  together,  on  which  they  are  floated  over. 

They  often  hunt  wild  beaais,  by  a  whole  Kraal  turning  out, 
and  forming  a  circle  round  a  large  tract  of  landy  and  by  gra- 
duaUy  drawing  in  the  ciscle,  they  enctoae  every  l>east  which 
b^pfiena  to  be  in  that  part  within  a  narrow  space.  When 
thie  is  effected,  they  leave  one  narrow  opening,  to  which 
viben  the  animal  is  advancing,  they  shoot  him.  On  one  of 
these  occasions  they  happened  to  enclose  a  very  large 
ostrich,  who  advanced  quickly  to  the  opening  in  the  circle  of 
Giffres,  and  with  one  stroke  of  his  foot,  struck  dead  the 
Caffre  who  waa  nearest  him,  which  excited  untversal  alarm ; 
and  to  this  day,  when  a  Caffre  passes  the  spot,  he  makes  a 
low  bow  as  an  act  of  reverence  to  it.  Similar  respect  is 
paid  to  an  anchor  that  was  cast  upon  their  coast,  belonging 
to  the  Dodington  or  Grosvenor  Indiamao,  wrecked  there, 
which  arose  from  the  following  circumstance.  A  man  who 
had  wrought  a-  whole  day,  endeavouring  to   break  off  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$18  CAFFRARIA. 


piece  of  iron  froin  tke  anchor,  happened  to  die  that  same 
dveniDg.  llie  Caffires  suppoiiog  that  his  death  was  occtL^ 
aioned  by  somethii^  which  proceeded  from  the  anchor; 
not  one  of  them  b«8  Tenltired  to  touch  it  ever  since,  but 
every  one  makes  his  obeisance  to  it  as  he  passes*  They 
are.  very  svperstitiotts.  Should  a  person  beloi^ing  to  a 
Kraal  be  killed  by  lightning,  none  of  the  other  Kraals  will 
associate  with  that  one,  accoiioting  them  an  abomination. 

S6metimes,  in  order  to  catch  game,  they  make  an  en- 
closure with  one  eatrance,  over  which  they  place  a  large 
bow,  as  an  arch,  with  the  string  extended  on  a  catch.  The 
creature  entering,  and  treading  on  a  certain  stick  laid  in  his 
way,  the  string,  comes  with  violence  from  off  the  catch,  and 
suspends  him  in  the  air. 

VVheu  the  wolf  is  troublesome,  they  suspend  a  piece  of 
flesh  on  a  bough,  and  place  an  assagay  or  spear  in  the 
ground,  that  the  wolf  when  leaping  to  catch  the  flesh  may 
fall  upon  it. 


CHAP.  11. 


TIUDITIONS--AMUSEMENTS--PUNISniVIENTS,  &c. 

THE  Gcffres  have  a  tradition  among  them,  that  when 
some  particular  Chief  dies,  they  should  drive  an  ox  over  hia 
^tive,  and  split  his  horns,  and  that  afterwards  this  ox  should 
be  sacred,  and  die  of  old  age.  On  his  deaA  hn  bones 
must  be  burned  to  ashes,  and  saluted  in  a  solemn  manner. 
I  couM  not  learn  what  result  was  expected  from  these 
formalities. 

They  have  likewise  a  tradition,  that  their  oxen  originally 
came  out  of  a  hole  in  the  Tambookie  country,  to  which 
the  Caffres  continue  annually  to  pay  a  tribute  of  gratitude 
for  this  blessing. 

Their  chief  amusement  is  dancing;  the  men  on  one  part, 
the  women  on  the  other— the  former  spring  up  and  dovm, 
the  latter  only  make  motions  with  their  heads.  While 
dancing  they  bawl  aloud  in  a  disgusting  manner.  They  like* 
%vise  use  instruments  oi  music.    One  is  a  bow  with  a  piece 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CAFFRARIA.  519 


of  quill  fixed  near  one  end  of  the  stringy  on  which  they  blow^ 
vhich  makes  an  agreeable  sound.  The  women  have  a 
calabash  hung  to  a  bow  string,  on  which  they  b^t>  and  sing 
in  harmony  with  the  beating.  The  words  they  use  are 
the  names  of  friends,  rivers,  and  places  they  can  recollect, 
having  no  songs.  They  also  make  a  kind  of  fUite  from  the 
thigh  bone  of  some  animal,  with  which  they  give  iM>tice  to 
each  other  of  various  things,  such  as  when  a  meeting  of  the 
Kraal  is  desired. 

In  time  of  peace  the  Caffres  are  fond  of  their  children, 
but  in  time  of  war  they  appear  regardless  of  them,  taking 
their  wives  with  them,  but  leaving  the  children  to  their  fate. 
The  chief  amusements  of  the  children  are  imitating  the  men, 
in  fighting  with  their  assagays  and  bludgeons.  They  likewise 
employ  themselves  in  making  little  gardens.  Many  of  the 
boys  are  employed  in  attending  the  cattle.  They  are  gene- 
rally obedient  and  respectful  to  their  parents,  and  these  are 
not  severe  in  their  punishments. 

Before  the  present  reign  of  Gika,  if  a  man  committed 
adultery,  he  might  be  killed  by  any  one  who  was  certain  he 
had  done  it ;  and  when  the  circumstance  of  the  slaughter 
came  to  the  ears  of  any  of  the  chiefs,  they  used  to  say.  It  is 
right  that  such  a  dog  should  be  killed,  as  there  are  plenty  of 
young  ones,  and  no  occasion  to  take  another  man's  wife. 
Gika,  perhaps  from  observing  that  this  liberty  of  putting  to 
death  such  delinquents,  or  supposed  delinquents,  led  to  bad 
consequences  in  many  instances,  prohibited  it,  and  ordered 
that  such  cases  should  be  brought  before  himself;  but  when  a 
person  transgresses  this  order,  a  present  of  a  few  oxen  will  ap- 
pease the  king's  wrath — indeed  murder  is  generally  overlooked, 
and  when  punished,  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  some  aggravating 
circumstance  in  the  case,  and  the  punishment  is  only  by  fine. 
Theft  is  punished  also  by  fine,  and  sometimes  by  beating 
with  a  rod,  in  which  case  the  king  is  executioner.  When  a 
person  is  put  to  death,  it  is  generally  by  stabbing  him  with 
their  assagays,  or  spears ;  at  other  times  they  split  a  tree  in 
two  pieces,  and  bending  these  backwards,  place  the  criminal 
between  tliem,  which  being  let  loose,  crush  the  person  to 
death  ou  their  returning  to  their  former  position^  or  hold 
him  fast  till  he  expires. 

CafiVes  of  superior  talents,  discover  their  superiority  by 
making  better  assagays,  or  by  discovering  greater  expertness 
in  throwing  them  ;  others,  in  planning  and  making  attacks  oa 
their  enemies;  others,  by  discovering  more  art  in  the  cod- 
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struction  of  their  gardeot;  and  iome  likswke  by  greater 
jSuencj  in  speech. 

In  their  private  quurreb  among  tbanaelves  it  is  not  diffi« 
cult  to  briii|  them  to  a  reconciliation,  which  is  generaUj 
effected  by  we  interpositioti  of  friends- 
There  is  a  rule  or  law,  sanctioned  by  cuslomi  amoi^  the 
Caffres,  which  hUu  severely  upon  the  poor  females ;  m 
when  a  father  dies,  all  his  property  is  seiied  by  hit  surviving 
brother,  if  he  has  left  one ;  which  property  is  applied  sdely 
to  the  siippprt  of  the  mdk  children  of  the  fimiily,  and  when 
these  come  of  age,  the  unde  delivers  up  the  property  of  their 
father  to  them— but  as  for  the  widow  and  fatherless  daugh- 
ters, DO  provision  is  made  for  them.  This  is  not  veiy  sur- 
prising, as  it  will  be  found  in  every  oonntry,  civilized  as  wdl 
as  barbarous,  that  men  being  the  stronger  party,  and  the 
makers  of  the  laws,  form  them  more  favourably  toward  their 
own  sex.  Whatever  knowledge  of  good,  men  in  sayi^e 
countries  may  have  lost,  in  all  countries  they  have  retained 
the  knowledge  of  their  superiority  to  the  other  sex,  and 
act  accordingly. 

The  Caffres  have  unk^pfHly  discovered  a  method  of 
making  a  liquor  from  corn  or  millet,  resembling  gin,  with 
which  they  frequently  intoxicate  themselves,  and  havmg 
spears. as  their  constant  companions,  they  must  in  such  cases 
be  frequently  very  outrageous  and  dangerous. 


CHAR  III. 

DltESS^-SUBSISTENCE— PROPERTY— HOUSES-ANIMALS. 

THE  Caffre  men  do  not  encamber  themselves  with  much 
dress,  nor  do  they  ever  dwss  for  the  sake  of  decency,  but 
merely  to  protect  themselves  from  cold ;  for  which  purpose 
they  wear  a  cloak  made  of  cow-skin,  which  diey  reader  al* 
most  as  soft  and  pliable  as  cloth ;  odiers  are  made  of  the  skins 
of  wild  animals,  and  all  have  the  hair  completely  taken  off. 
Their  colour  is  brown.  The  cloaks  of  the  chiefs  are  made 
of  tyger  skins.    When  it  rains  at  the  time  they  are  to  miUc 
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the  C0WS9  they  throw  aode  thb  ciftak,  because^  say  they^  it  it 
SMier  to  4ry  our  shins  than  our  chiaks*  They  wear  00  cb^ 
▼ering  on  their  beads :  ^thq^  h&ve  sandak  en  tbar  feet,  instead 
nf  shoet^  which  onfy  frotect  the  acles.  Besides  the  loose 
iclMik nd  sandak,. the  asen  have  no  other  corering;  which 
indicates  a  more  harbamns  state  than  any  o^r  nation  which 
I  YJsited.  This  slate  jof  widity  made  the  Matchappees  at 
liattakoo,  who  had  seen  a  plondering  party  of  them,  speak  of 
them  as  die  greatest  salvages  they  had  ever  seen,  and  it  served 
to  intMnidate  them  ^vhen  the  Caffires  attackediilhem.  They 
carry  constaatfy  with  them  a  walkk^  stick,  a  cjkib,  and  two 
/bv  Aitee  oss^^qra.  When  fliey  go  to  war,  or  to  faont  lions>, 
they  use  a Jund  (tf .abh>ng afaieids«  Theyare  remarkably  fon4 
of  tumamenlB,  .hacaing  orings  and  beads  on  every  part  of  theii 
body;  and  on  the  thrown  of  the  bead  they  wear  a  bnnch  oi 
JAcbdFs  hair,  fastened  into  a  handle  of  brass,  Thdr  rings  are 
of  ivory,  bra^s,  iron^  8cc. 

Hie  women  wear  a  chMk  reaemUing  those  nsed  by  th6 
■Mm,  tied  romd  the  middle  of  dm  body  4^  means  of  a  leathern 
girdle*  They.genemlly.  allow  ihe.iipper  half  to  bang  down  be- 
hind, ^nucept. in  caning  their  chiUren  on  their  ^ck,  when 
4hey  bnagup  dieir-cloak  over  them^and  tie  it  round  their  neck, 
to  pi'eveat  tfaeir.idling.  They  wear  caps  made  of  the  skin  of 
an  animal,  whickareteng,  becoflnag  gradually  narrower  till 
Aey  Aerminate  ia  a  poiat,  which  is  ornamented  with  tows  of 
beads.  Both  women  and  childven  vrear  small  aprons  of 
dcm,  of.the:same  iind  as  their  eaps.  They  wear  metal  rings 
0a  their^agars and igreat toes,  bat  no  Aoes  or  mndals.  The 
richer  sort  sew  rows  of  huttoas  on  the  backs  of  their  cloaks, 
and  on  Ibetr  shoulders  a  bunch  of  tails  of  different  animals, 
especially  of  tigers  and  wild  cats. 

The  men,  but  more  frequently  die  women,  adorn  their 
arms,  backs,  and  breasts,  with  rows  of  small  scar&.  These 
mm  formed  by  pieroing  the  skia  with  a  pointed  iron,  and 
patting  k  forcib^  up  tmder  the  skin,  so  as  to  make  it  rematti 
prominent  above  the  sutfiioe. 

They  pnepare  the  Udes  of  cows  and  oxen,  with  which  |hey 
make  their  doAs,  by  first  rubbing  off  all  the  fiesh  and  blood 
from  the  inside,  by  a  certain  kind  of  stone ;  after  which  they 
ffub  the  hairy  side  widi  the  juice  of  what  is  well  known  in  the 
Colony  by  the  name  of  Hottentot's  fig,  then  with  cow  dung, 
after  which  it  feek  raiooth  and  soft,  and  has  much  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  -doth. 

The  Caffres  iise  no  tables^  dishes,  knives,  or  forks  at  their 
meals,  bac  eveiy  one  helps  himself,  by  means  of  sticks,  ti> 
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the  meat  ihat  is  id  the  pot^  and  eats  it  m  liis  hand.  They 
obtain  fire  by  rubbing  one  piece  of  wood  of  a  certain  kind 
against  another.  Some  bowercr  bave  tindtr  boies,  which 
they  obtain  from  the  colony.  Tbey  im^e  no  carriages  of  any 
kiti^;  the  women  are  used  mstead  of  carriages,  or  packoxen« 
They  liaTe  no  bens,  or  other  domestic  fowls,  not  consideriiig 
eggs  to  be  designed  for  food  nor  have  thev  any  cats,  pr^ 
ferring  rather  to  be  overrun  with  mice;  Instead  of  cfaajn, 
they  sit  upon  the  tcuHs  of  their  oxen,  with  the  horns  stiH 
united  to  them.  Th^  use  salt  when  it  can  be  obtained,  InA 
when  it  cannot,  tbey  substitnte  fresh  cow  dung,  which  the 
oM  Hottentots  do  to  tlus  day.  They  are  unacqnamted  wtA 
the  making  of  butter  or  cheese  from  milk. 

The  ridies  of  a  Caffire  chiefly  consists  in  his  cattle,  of 
which  he  is  extraTagantly  fond.  He  keeps  them  as  carefoHy 
as  the  miser  does  his  gold.  He  never  uses  them  as  beasts  of 
burden,  except  when  he  b  removing  firom  one  |dace  to  ano- 
ther along  virith  his  Kraal,  and  then  the^  carry  the  milk  bags, 
pr  skin  bags  which  contain  nrilk.  He  n  never  more  gratified 
than  when  running  before  his  cattle  with  his  sineld,  by  beat- 
ing on  which  the  whole  are  taught*  to  gallops  after-  hiiii.  *Id 
this  way  he  leads  thins  out  to  take  exercise,  and  those  oxen 
which  run  quidcest  on  such  occasions,are  considered  his  best; 
of  these  he  boasts,  and  treats  them  with  peculiar  kindness. 

They  chiefly  subsist  upon  milk ;  birt  in  part  abo  by  hnntiiig, 
md  by  the  produee  of  Uwir  gardens.  They  sow  a  species  of 
millet,  wUdi  is  known  in  die  colony  by  the  uame  of  Ctffiiw- 
com.  While  growing,  it  very  much  resembles  Indian  cora, 
only  the  fruit  grows  in  clusters,  like  the  grape ;  the  srain  is 
small  and  round,  and  when  boiled  is  very  palaftbfaf  By 
parching  it  over  a  fire,  duringour  journey,  we  found  it  a  very 
good  substitute  for  cdfee.  The  Caffires  frequently  bruise  it 
between  two  stones,  and  make  a  kind  of  bread  from  it.  To 
sow  it  is  the  work  of  the  women.  They  scatter  the  seed  on 
the  grass,  after  which  they  push  off  the  grass  from  thesnrfiMe 
by  means  of  a  kmd  of  wooden  spade,  shaped  something  like 
n  ftpok>n  at  both  ends,  by  which  operation  the  seed  MU  upon 
tfiegiXHilid,  and  is  covered  by  the  grass;  from  imdemeath 
which  withered  find  rotten  grass,  it  afterwards  springs  «p. 
They  also  sow  pumpkins,  water  melons,  &c.  and  use  vanoos 
vegetables,  which  grow  wild.  They  cidtivate  tobacco^  and 
^oke  it,  like  the  Matchappees,  through  water  in  a  horn. 
'  The  men  spend  their  days  in  idleness,  havmg  no  employ- 
tfktnt  but  war,  hunting,  and  milking  the  cowss.  The  women 
conatrtict  the  houses,  inclosures  for  the  cMde^  utensils,  and 
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dolhe8;'llie7ftlsatUl  the  grottod^  and  cut  wood.  They  iike^ 
wise  BMttittfactiire  ani^  of  niaii€f>  and  neat  baskets^  wrought 
«o  closo  as  to  ceatam  milk^  but  which  ara  seldom  washed  or 
^sleaoed^  except  by  Ibe  d^gs'  toiigaea. 

They/QHi  reckon  no  higher  than  to  a  hundred.  To  keep 
in  remembreQce:  the.  niiaber  of  tbeir  cattle,  &c«  they  oiit 
notches  in  wood>  eacit  notch  neankig  an  ox  or  eow.  They 
frequently  cross  deep  rmni  by  driving  in  the  catde^  and>hiy«- 
log  bold  of  thear.tailSy  are.dnqiged  over  by  them. 
.  Th^  have  namea  for  many  of  the  star?,  and  know  when  it 
is  near  ploaghii^  time  by  the  position  of  some  of  these. 
They  consider  a  rainy  and  a  dry  season  as  a  year;  so  that, 
when  speaking  of  ten  years,  tbey  would  say  ten  of  these 
seasons.  They  have ,  no  money,.,  but  cattle,  and  other 
articles  of  subsistence,  are  used  in  it»  plaee^  by  way  of 
exchange. 

•  Their  method  of  preserving,  com  till  it  is  necessary  W 
use  it,  i«  somewhat  curious*  Tfae;y  dig  a  huge  hole  in  the 
middle  of  their  cajltle- kraal,  the  entrance  of  which  is  narrow, 
but  is  enlarged  under  ground,  according  to  the  size  requisite 
to  contain  llieir  stock.  To  secure  the  entrance,  they  plaster 
it  iirst  over  with  damp  duug  of  th^  cattle,  over  which  they  lay 
dry  dung-  about  a  foot  in  depth,  which  becomes  so  firm  that 
their  cattle,  when  put  into  the  Kraal  in  the  evenii^,  can 
walk  -over  it  without  its  sustaining  any  injury.  Why  they 
choose  their  cattle-kraal  for  placii^  tbeir  magazine  in,  I  could 
not  learn,  but  it  is  probably  on  account. of  their  eonsid^rii^it 
the  most  secure  place,  as  their  cattle  being  their  most  valuable 
property  will  be  besi  guarded  in.  the  night  time— *or  becausOf 
should  a  thief  conoe  among  the  cattle,  the  noise  Uiey  would 
makf  would  probably  awake  those  who  might  be  asleep^ 
When  a  family  opens  their  magazine,  they  take  suob  a  quantity 
as  they  judge  sufficient  for  their  consumption  to  a  certain 
time.  The  neighbouring  families  borrow  what  remains, 
which  they  restpre  at  the  opening  of  their  magazines. 

The  C^res  can  live  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where 
others  cannot,  because  they  seldom  use  water  for  <kinking, 
drinking  only  milk,  when  it  is  nearly  sour;  consequently, how- 
ever bad  the  water  may  be,  if  their  cattle  wiU  drink  it,  they 
are  satisfied. 

Their  houses  are  built  in  the  shape  of  a  dome,  formed  of 
long  sticks  bent  into  that  shape,  thatched  with  straw,  and 
plastered  in  the  inside  with  a  mixture  of  clay  and  cow  dung. 
The  entrance  b  low,  seldom  higher  than  two  or  three  feet. 
Having  no  chimney,  the  smoke  proceeding  from  the  fire, 
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which  it  placed  io  the  miildle  «f  the  hirt,  BMiil  fiod  its  way 
ottt  the  beil  wqr  it  em,  throvgbihe  roof  or  by  the  cbor. 

Caffiraria  cottliana  of  ifindr^peday  the  ^mskf,  lieo,  haAdo, 
elk^  large  elephaot,  quadM,  knew,  stif ,  kog,  fhiii0eeroa» 
aea^ow^  a  variety  of  bocks,  wiU  dogs>  bedgehogy  baboon, 
and  various  odier  orealoses,  moswg'  wfaieh  nm  Ae  Ifaard, 
aod  c^meleon.    OftlK  faitlfrmi»ri>it  tscomnioldyTmorted 
that  it  chaamv  cobur  aeoordbf  to  die  nibstaocc  oa  moA  it 
is  placed.    That  it  chafes  coloiir  I  h«re  oo  doobt,  hmag 
oiysetf  sees  it;  but  Dr.  ViatofcMipf  who  partiealarly  at- 
teaded  to  it,  said,  tbat  be  placed  a  caawleoB  on  blaek>  whes 
it  tamed  almost  Uack,  like  mod;  upoo  darb  bkie  H  turoed 
oot  so  black  as  in  the  former  case^  but  bo  blue  ooloar  wasto 
be  seeu»-  upon  white  it  assumed  the  odour  of  white  ashes; 
upon  green,  a  yellowish  grey,  with  greeu  spots;  tiaon  bright 
red  it  remained  white,  with  a  yellow  hue.    He  thea  placed 
it  ia  a  dark  box,  expecting  to  find  it  black;  bat  on  opemag 
the  box  he  foaad  it  white,  aad  leaving  the  box  open,  it  got 
large  brown  spots  of  a  choeobte  c^our.    These  Ganges 
take  place  in  one,  two,  or  three  minutes;  they  affect  not  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  from  their  commeneemeat,  bat 
spots  are  at  first  seen,  commoafy  on  the  sides  of  the  body, 
below  the  neck  on  the  dioulderst  and  the  eyelids.    The  pro- 
gress, from  onecolour  to  the  other  is  not  umfenn,  bat  by  in- 
terrals,  alower  or  moae  rapid,  as  it  were  by  flushes.    It  is 
aot  nocessanr  to  irritato  the  ammal  to  make  it  change  its 
ccdaar,  for  the  change  uUies  place  even  when  it  is  asleep.    1 
have  a  male  wood  fetude  camekon,  wbtoh  1  brooght  wiA  me 
ia  a  glass-case  to  England;  of  course  both  demi,  but  in  s 
gooa  stale  of  preservation.     The  mate  is  cbieAy  a  grey 
colour,  iatermi^  with  lq;ht  green  spots,  and  a  considetable 
part  intbe  middle  of  the  mdes  is  light  green.    The  female  a 
bhick,  but  appears  as  if  spriakied  with  white  powder. 
,   There  is  a  great  varie^  of  birds  in  Caffraria,  which  I 
cannot  name,  only  fke  bone^  bird,  which  1  havefimBer^ 
mentioned,  has  this  peculianty  which  I  have  not  formerly 
stated,  that,  wfaea  it  is  tamed,  it  will  feikyw  a  person  like 
a  dog. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

.■      *  ■  .  » 

eiKAy  Ihe  pitM»r  kfcif  ^^fllM^  CdfreB>  ifftiof  tike  son  of  Us 
fffwiccmworm  gwriiient,  iUliiiHiiybiif  the  grandsonof  liiffiiii- 
ch^  Plilo ;  tO'llarrti*  go^wrtunent'k  ttM  ^ateoRitely  beredi t^i^^ 
but  according  to  the  will  of  4tt  reigning  prince.    Gika  did  . 
not  obtun  the  itcgnl  power  urMnul  oppesRion')  ibr  on  the 
dwd^  of  Kfaantay  Jmrnrnte^TAi/mht,  mder  whose  tnition  he 
knAbeen.brMgbt'up^  cottM  nol^difask  of  submitting  to  the 
govmunMi  o#  his^  pnpil>  snd^rcMtred  to  oppose  the  success- 
ios  by  foros  of  amiBi.    Tsdiinbi  hnd  serenit  broth^^  who 
were  men  of  gresW  powers  md'wbo  joined  hint  in  diis  rebel- 
Uon,  m  did  nlbo>  lli«  Bonsiof  the  deceased  King.  -  The  Cafires, 
who  attfaiit  time  Mted  i»  what  was"  anciendy  the  6onaqo9 
coimtry,- tying  betwixt  fke  Stoiday  and  Great  Ksb  rivers, 
united  wkh  Triambi.    Severatbattlev  were  decided  m  favonr 
of  (Sikn^;  al  kMb  the  oppoaing  ehjefa  agreed  ta  attack  Gika 
from^  different  ilreetioaB  on  a  cerfaher  dqr.    Their  reckoning 
deceived  lAiem,  ibr  balftbe  pewert  attacked  ar  day  before  the 
concerted  fitne>  and  were  coihpfetely  overdirown;  on  which 
OfUkBb,  foltofwing:  a^'tke  adwmiage  his  had  obtamed,  attacked 
hts>  ttnde  TMambi^  •  whom  he  defeated^  and  rained  his  armjf. 
He  keptTtfaunbi  a  prisoner  for  two  years^  when  he  released 
bttn,  and  appoiiiled  him  a  captain,  and  he  consults  him  in 
aiH^  matters  il  importance;  at  riie  same  tine  be  keeps  him  as 
much  as  pMinMe  fi^oot^  possessing  reat*  power.    Gika,  though 
he  has  a  son,  has  appoinfed  the  youngest  son  of  his  pre* 
deoessor  and  benefcctor  to  socc^  him;  and  when  this 
young  mtftr,  Hietwza,  conies'  of  i^,  Cnka  mtenAr  to  raise  him 
»  nale,  fbnes49eing  the  eonfusiotr  which  that  succession  h 
Kkely  to  oceasibn  after  bis  deaAr. 

The  Caffre  kings  consider  tfaemselveff  men  of  great  conse« 
quence.  Gika,  speaking  of  the  Landdrost  of  Graaf  Reynet, 
said.  He  is  a  chief  made,  I  am  a  chief  bom.  Gika's  modier 
ia  ^ccn  of  the  Tambookiea^  the  next  nation  beyond  the 
CaSres,  and  ^ough  her  he  governs  that  people  also. 

The  king  has  no  income  from  the  people,  except  the  breast 
of  every  ox  or  cow  that  is  kiHed,  which  by  them  it  con- 
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stdered  the  most  ddieateptrt  of  tke  ammal.  When  many  of 
the  king's  cattle  happen  to  dioi  he  goes  to  the  Kraab  of  his 
chiefs^  and  selecto  what  cattle  he  pleases^— they  allow  him  to 
take  them  away,  bnt  thqr  eodeatomr  to  steal  them  hack  as 
soon  as  possible. 

None  of  the  people  dare  kill  any  of  their  cattle  till  tbqr 
first  obtain  a  licence  from  their  chief;  of  conrse  the  sfauigh- 
ter  must  come  to  die  knowledge  of  the  knig,  and  it  b  thereby 
rendered  more  difficult  to  cheat  him.  On  this  account  also 
the  Kraak  are  all  gfaM)  lo  enlertain  a  stranger,  not  so  nradi 
from  loye  to  die  stranger,  as  themseltes,  that  they  may  hafe 
an  opportnnity  of  killing  on^  of  their  ciMttle,  which  is  always 
permitted  on  such  an  occasion. 

A  boor,  whom  I  met  at  otte  of  our  miauonary  stations,  tdd 
me,  that  he  accompanied  the  Landdrost  of  Graaf  Reynet 
(who  was  I  think  Mr.  Stockenstrom)  into  Giffiraria,  toged^r 
with  many  others,  to  enquire,  at  the  request  of  the  English 
Government,  wheth^  aiqr  of  the  persons  who  were  cast 
ashore  from  the  Ghrosrenor  Indiaman,  that  was  wrecked  on 
that  coast,  had  sundTed.  They  found  two  ladies  belonging 
/  to  the  Grosvenor  still  alive,  who  had  been  forced  to  marry 
/;  Caffres,  and  had  both  children  and  grandchildren.  Being 
I !  attached  to  these,  they  refused  to  leave  the  country,  thoogh 
Mr.  S.  offered  to  take  them  with  him«  They  stated  also  as 
a  reason  for  refusii^  to  return  to  Engbnd,  that  probably 
their  friends  were  ei^r  all  dead,  or  so  scattered  they  should 
never  be  able  to  find  them  out;  wherefore  they  preferred  r^ 
maining  where  they  were.  Their  bodies  were  painted,  and 
they  were  dressed  like  the  Cafire  women.  When  the  Land- 
drost adced  Gika,  why  the  people  had  murdered  those  who 
were  driven  ashore  upon  his  coast,  he  said,  they  had  no 
busmess  in  hb  country,  but  should  have  kept  in  tb^r  own^ 
meaning  the  sea;  for  die  Caffres  thought  they  had  risen  up 
from  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  having  seen  the  top  nsast  first, 
then  gradually  more  and  more  till  they  beheld  the  hull,  which 
made  them  conclude  thqr  were  natives  of  the  water.  Wbeo 
J)r.  Vanderkemp  remonstrated  with  Gika,  for  havii«  mar* 
dered  the  people  who  were  cast  ashore  from  a  sUp  that  waa 
wrecked  while  he  was  there,  he  replied  by  saymg.  Why  do 
you  kill  wolves,  they  beloi^  to  thb  country,  but  not  tbeao 
peoole. 

Had  the  persons  cast  ashore  from  these  vessels,  who 
escaped  from  the  Caffres,  and  attempted  to  reach  the  Cape 
by  travelliog  along  the  coast,  after  two  or  three  days  joitfuey, 
struck  up  the  country,  insteadpf  keeping  by  the  shore,  they 
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would  aooQ  have  bikn  in  whh  Diilcfa  fiurmen ;  but  by  keep- 
ing near  the  sea^  they  doubled  the  dktauce.by  foUowiiq;  the 
wlodii^s  of  the  coast,  and  were  likewise  out  of  the  way  of 
obtaimog  assistance^  as  the  ground  near  the  sea  is  barren^  and 
consequently  uninhabited^  though  now»  for  the  sake  of  outting 
timber^  inhabitants  may  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Plattenburghs  bay^  and  probably  in  one  or  two  other  places; 
butshould  any  ship  afterwards  be  wrecked  any  where  south  or 
south-west  of  the  Great  Fish  rifer  (to  the  north  of  whic^  the 
Caffres.are  now  driven)  it  will  be  wise  in  those  who  reach  the 
land>  instantly  to  strike  up  into  the  country,  when  they  will 
soon  fall  in  with  wi^on  tracks^  by  following  which  they  will 
arrive  at  the  residence  of  white  men.  Thb  is  the  more  neces-* 
sary  to  be  made  known,  as  the  number  of  ships  sailing  along 
that  part  of  the  African  coast  must  be  greater,  in.  conse- 
quence of  the  trade  to  India  being  more  open  than  in  fornier 
tunes ;  but  I  know  of  no  harbour  or  refuge  into  which  a  ship 
could  enter.  The  mouth  of  the  Buffalo  river,  though  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  appears  to  have  a  bar  runmng 
across  it ;  at  ahjr  rate  the  entrance.  If  it  has  one,  must  be  very 
intricate,  e^ecially  to  a  stranger;  and  in  a- storm  the  most 
eligible  pUce,  nearest  to  Crararia,  would  be  Algoa  bay, 
which  might  afford  protection  shoidd  the  wind  blow  from 
the  S.  or  S.W.  but  none  if  it  blew  from  the  E.  or  N.E. 

After  a  long  drought,  Gika  sent  to  Tinkbana  (which  was 
Dr.  Vauderkemp's  Caffre  name)  to  procure  rain;  who  very' 
properly  answered,  that  he  coold  not  give  rain,  but  would 
pray  to  God  for  it.  Abundance  of  nun  soon  fell.  Gika,  in 
consequence,  sent  a  present  of  some  cattle  to  Tinkhana,  for 
having  obtained  rain ;  who,  however  declined  accepting  of 
them,  but  desired  they  slunild  be  returned  to  Gika.  The 
people  when  driving  them  back  were  met  by  a  boor,  who 
enquired  concerning  the  cattle  they  were  driving.  They  said 
Gika  had  sent  them  to  Tinkhana,  for  having  obtained  rain, 
but  that  he  would  not  receive  them.  The  boor  told  them  it 
was  because  Gika  had  sent  too  few  for  so  great  a  favoiu*, 
that  be  should  send  a  great  many  mofe,  and  Tinkhana  would 
receive  them.  It  was  afterwards  reported  that  Gika  sent 
about  twenty,  which  were  intercepted  and  taken  by  this 
boor. 

Gika  told  the  Landdrost  of  Graaf  Reynet,  when  on  a  visit 
to  him,  that  Tinkhana  could  give  rain.  On  the  Landdrost 
enquiring  how  he  did  it,  Gika  said  he  put  his  bead  into  the 
ground,  and  called  tipon  some  person  below  to  send  rain,  and 
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nnncMie.    Gika  frt^uoidy  Mot  afterinudB  to-the  i 
BetheMorp^  to  Mod  nia  to  hii  csMlry. 

Mr.  Etad  u— tiuycd,  lUwt  «pM  oae  «Dcnmi,  vUle  iw 
wm  coaveniag  -with  Giks,  two  hof$  mubad  mmmt  immf  for 
him ;  one  o«t  it  mio  {imes  when  k  vqm  imwIuiI^  jikI  iIw 
other  pot  h  into  his  aiOBdi. 

When  Menrs.  VaMieiteinp  mad  Smd  ««ted  &km,  he 
took  ft  ftuKj  for  an  oU  dog'  heluugiag  to  out  of  their  Ho^ 
taiilots  who  ftcnwnpaniad  .tfaeniy  for  iriuch  Jie  ofleied  dw 
Hottentot  a  cow,  to  wbioh  be  veiy  raedily  comeutdl. 
Dr.  Viftdcricenp  ii— iiLed  to  the  king,  liMit>he  wa  gnriog  ^ 
vety  extravagant  priee  for  the  dog,  as  it  wm  old  mod  withoat 
teeth.   O,  aud  Oika,-!  shall  gife  bin  a  oowmthont  teetbalso. 

Hk  CaAe  ohiefs  wmj  he  considered  as  the  nohilify  of  that 
tenmryi  such  ns  tboee  in  Einrepe  iwfaen  the  feudal  aystem 
pifwailed.  Thrjr  are  nmuaiimii,  and  possess  considevabk 
panirar  nnd  iaflnenoe,'  hot*  are  all  anhovdinata  to  king  Gika, 
and  probably  were  most  of  them  raised  to  that  rank  by  ham 
or  MS  predecessors. 

'  The  only  way  the  chiefs  have  of  cbecbiag  the  Jcing^s 
power  is  by  witbdmwing  finom  his  cbnnnions>  fnd  .oarrying 
their  people  along  wiui  dicmu  As  mo  king  likes  to  be 
without  sabjects,  dib  practice  has  often  led  to  an  ao 
commodation. 

Congo,  ft  dhiff  who  foraMrly  lived  within  the  limits  of  the 
eolouy,  was  the  first  to  shnke  off  the. power  of  Oika,  and  be- 
ooaw  an  independent  ohief ;  bnt  to  the  day  of  his  death  be, 
in  various  ways,  acknowledged  a  kind  of  dependence  on  bin.  ^ 
CSobosCoogo,  bisaen,  nnsst  now  be  completely  subject  to  * 
Gika,  smoe  he  has  been  driven  from  the  oolooy  to  the  terri- 
tory of  Oika,  by  the  English  government. 

•Congo  ivas  sick  in  the  time  of  the  war  with  :the  colony. 
For  safety,  his  friends  carried  him  from  bis  Knud  to  the 
middle  of  a  wood,  very  difficnlt  of  access,  there  being  oidy  a 
very  narrow  path.  A  commando  of  boors  discovered  die 
track,  and  came  to  the  spot,  where  Congo,  his  aen,  juid  a 
few  of  his  principal  men,  were  all  lying  fost  asleep.  It  is 
reported  that  tlie  commando  did  not  aw^e  tbem,  bat  shot 
them  all  dead  while  they  were  asleep. 

Congo  named  one  of  his  sons  Tinkhana,  after  Dr.  Van* 
Aerkemp;  he  is  now  about  ten  years  of  ftge.  The  mother, 
who  was  very  fond  of  the  doctor,  is  still  proud  of  her  sod 
bearing  his  name. 

Yelloosa,  another  Caffre  chief,  followed  ike  example  of 
Congo,  threw  off  his  dependence  on  Gika,  and  retired  with 
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his  people  to  the  colony,  from  whence,  after  remaining  a  few 
years,  he  returned  and  submitted  to  Gika. 

Slamba,  another  chiefs  after  having  made  various  fruitless 
attempts  to  obtain  the  sovereignty  of  Caffraria,  fled  also  to 
the  colony^  followed  by  all  his  people^  where  he  remained 
ei^t  or  nine  years :  during  which  period  he  had  various 
skirmishes  widn  Gika.  He  was  considered  the  principal 
chief,  south  of  the  Great  Fish  River,  which  was  so  populous 
at  that  time^  that  Mr.  Read  once  counted  from  the  top  of  a 
hill  seventy  or  eighty  Kraab^  consisting  of  from  twenty  to 
thirty  houses;  and  the  valleys  were  cultivated,  and  so  full  of^ 

fardens,  and  fields  of  Indian  and  Caflre  com,  that  it  had  a 
ne  and  rich  appearance.  Slamba  however  was  driven  by 
Colonel  Graham  from  the  colony,  in  consequence  of  his 
repeated  depredations  on  the  farmers.  When  driveti  crver 
the  Great  Fish  River  into  the  territories  of  Gika,  it  is  said  he 
carried  on  a  war  with  him  for  some  time,  but  is  now 
reconciled. 

Jan  Chachoo,  son  of  Chacfaoo,  a  €affire  chief  under  Gika, 
has  been  e^ht  or  nine  years  at  Betbelsdorp,  and  has  learned 
the  Dutch  language  completely;  can  read,  write,  and  cast 
accounts ;  he  has  wrought  only  about  eight  months  at  the 
business  of  a  carpenter,  yet  I  have  seen  good  chairs  of  his 
workmanship.     He  intends  returning  to  Caifraria  as  soon  as 

E^ace  is  restored,  and  a  Missionary  obtained  to  accompany 
m;  but  without  one  he  says  he  will  not  go.  His  behaviour 
has  been  very  exemplary,  and  he  is  esteemed  by  all  at  the 
settlement. 

When  victuals  is  brought,  the  chiefs  always  eat  first, 
then  the  common  people.  The  men  never  eat  with  the 
women.  The  children  eat  with  the  mother.  Those  in 
the  higher  ranks  shew  their  superiority  to  others^  by  en- 
trusting them  with  none  of  their  secrets,  or  ever  conver- 
sing with  them  concerning  what  they  consider  matters  of 
moment. 

A  chief  carries  always  in  his  hand  the  bushy  part  of  a 
lion's  tail,  which  is  the  only  badge  that  distinguishes  him 
from  the  others.  When  any  thing  at  a  distance  requires  the 
captain's  presence,  and  he  cannot  come,  he  sends  a  man  with 
this  token,  who  then  can  act  in  the  matter  as  the  chiefs 
deputy.  The  chief  likewbe  wears  a  plate  of  copper  on  his 
breast. 

Every  chief  has  a  conDcil>  whom  he  cousults  in  all  matters 
of  importance. 
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CHAP.  V. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  CAFFRE  WAR  WITH  THE  ENGIISH 

I  HAD  tbe  following  account  of  the  ongin  of  thk  war 
frpm  a  reipectable  quarter^  maQ^  particmlura  of  which  hajva 
been  corroborated  by  others* 

A  boor  had  taken  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  die  Great  Fish 
River^  where  there  was  a  ford,  across  which  the  Cafifires  fra- 
anently  drove  their  cattle»  some  of  which  happened  nofw  and 
tnen  to  go  into  bis  garden>  which  no  doubt  offended  the 
proprietor.  To  make  the  Caffrei  more^aureful,  he  began  to 
demand  a  part  of  the  catUe  which  broke  into  his  garden* 
When  there  happened  to  be  three,  he  demanded  one  cow  or 
ox ;  when  five,  he  required  tw6>  as  a  fine  for  the  damage  he 
had  sustained.  The  Caflres  peaceably  submitted  ta  these 
demands  for  some  time.  The  fiurmer  finding  thi^  to  be  a 
lucrativo  concern,  is  said  lo  have  begun  to  assise  the  Caffra 
cattle  in  getting  into  bis  garden,  and  thea  resolved  to  sane  aU 
he  found  there.  The  first  seioEure  after  coating  to  this  reso* 
lution  happened  to  be  a  considerable  number.  The  Caffire 
complained  to  his  chief>  who  instantly  ordered  his  owncattk 
to  be  driven  across  the  Fish  River  at  the  Csrmer's  ford,  when 
they  all  went  into  the  boor's  trap,  or  garden ;  when,  like  the 
others,  they  were  detained  by  tbel  boor;  No  sooner  had  the 
Caffre  chirf  heard  of  what  Imd  happened,  than  he  went  with 
an  aroEied  force  to  visit  the  boar.  On  hb  arrival,  he  not  ^mty 
demanded  the  restoration  of  his  own  cattle,  but  abo 'carried 
off  aU  the  boor's. 

The  other  Caffres  vtbo  had  lest  cattle  by  this  boor,  having 
such  an  example  set  them  by  their  chief,  determined. to  make 
up  their  losses  in  a  limilaf  wacy,  by  carrying  off  cattle  from 
other  vboorsy  though  they  had  not  offended  them.  In  this 
way y  a  thieving,  plunderiag  di»positiott  hecame  general  amoo^ 
them,i  which  siterwards  made  it  appear  necessary  to  tha  go* 
vemasent  to  drive  dl  the  Caffrea  beyond  the  Great  Fish  Rivter; 
which  has  been  effeeted.  Bui  notvithstanAng  the  number 
and  vigilance  of  the  military  posts  opposite  to  Caftaria^ 
parties  of  the  Caftres-  have  stiU  ^e  aaaiaeity  to  penetrate  man j 
miles  into  the  colony,  and  carry  off  great  numbers  of  caEttle 
from  the  boors. 
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In  ibeie.ploodQriqg  eoqiedidoiiB  the  Gaffree  never  travel  on 
tbe  rowls,  but  tbrougfa  (be  woodsy  ^here»  in  consequence  of 
the  4nultipUcitj  of  obatecles,  no  European  ioldieri  can  come 
up  with  mem,*  but  tbe  HoUentots  shewing  themselves  to  be 
fis  nimble  travellers  through  the  woods  and  bushes,  govern- 
ment  have  chiefly,  employed  the  Hottenlot  regiment  in  op^ 
posing  tbe  GaSres. 

Sometime  after  the  commencement  of  the  Gaffre  war,  one 
of  the  chiefs  desired  a  conference  with  the  BrMsh  Com«> 
Btfindef ^  who  agreed  to  meet  him  in  a  plain,  accompanied  by 
a  certain  nnmbcr  of  his  men,  and  tbe  Cafiioe  to  bring  the 
like  number.  Tbe  chief  adied,  to  H'hom  that  ooantry  be- 
longed so  many  years  9goi  A  Dutch  boor  mentioned  m 
person  to  wham  it  bad  belonged.  ^  0»''  said  the  Gaffire; 
*'  I  remember  him,  but  it  belonged  to  us  before  bis  time/' 
Be  that  as  it  might,  said  the  Officer,  he  and  his  people 
«i«st  remove  beymid  the  Great  Fish  River^  and  he  recom* 
mended  their  cbiag  it  in  a  peaoeable  manner.  They  de- 
sired time  to  out  down  tbeir  corn,  baft  Ais  cotiid  not  be 
granted;  but  it  was  promised  that  it  should  be  cut  down  and 
sent  after  than«  The  Commander  observing  the  Caffres 
iacfeamng  in  numher  around,  and  laying  bold  of  their  assa- 
g^s,  thought  it  prodmit  to  fall  back  on  bis  main  body.  So 
long  as  tba  com  remained  on  the  ground,  it  was  a  eonstant 
bone  of  contention ;  wherefore  orders  were  given  that  aM 
the  gnawing. corn«  tobaoeo,  Sic.  should  be  destroyed,  which 
was  aooonfngly  done;  since  which  theyliave  not  crossed  the 
Ftsfa  Riuer.itt  such  numbers  as  formerly;  but  that  river  is 
found  a  poor  boundary,  being  sometimes  compleatly  dry. 
There  is  Aaid  to  be  a  large  and  deep  river  about  twenty  days 
joilkn^  beyond  it;  which  some  recommend  driving  them 
beyond;  ebci  ny  tb^,  the  war  must  be  perpetual.  On 
receiving  sneh  orders,  king  Gika  might  say,  as  a  Ginadian 
chief  did  on  being  ordered  with  his  ptople  to  remove  higher 
ttp  the  country,  lo  make  wav  for  fre^  settlers  from  Europe — •' 
*^  Were  we  not  bom  here  r  wre  not  the  bones  <j{  our  fore- 
filtliers  interred  here  i  and  can  we  say  to  tbeni,  Arise  and  go 
with  us  to  a  foreign  land  i'*  ^But  I  doubt  much  the  exts- 
ftence  of  such  a  river,  for  having  afterwanb  thiveUed  tsr 
h^ber  up  oa  tbe  west  side  of  the  Caffre  land,  I  did  not  meet 
wkh  one  mer  or  stream  running  towards  Caffiraria,  but  aH 
mnnin|  towvds  the  opposite  aide  of  the  Conttnent.  Should 
it  only  rise  among  those  mountains  whkb  bontid  Caflraria  on 
the  westward^  it  is  not  likely  to  be  both  wide  and  deep. 
The  Caffres^  being  divided  into  many  tribes^  each  of  which 
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has  a  chiefs  have  oft^n  wan  or  ^btiiigi  among  tbeoMelvcs; 
but  tli£y  are  never  bloodj^  perhaps  not  more  than  one  or  two 
men  are  killed  durii^  a  war*  They  prefer  stealing  eaoh 
other's  cattle>  destroying  fields^  gardens.  Sic.  to  killing. 

Most  of  their  civil  wars  arise  from  disputes  about  then- 
women^  cattle>  and  ground.  Every  chief  has  a  particolar 
district  which  he  considers  his  own,  or  belonging  to  hi» 
Kraal;  others  encroaching  upon  this  occasions  a  war,  if  the 
intruder  insists  on  retaining  it  When  one  chief  steals 
cattle  from  another,  if  he  who  has  sustained  the  loss  be 
not  satisfied  with  the  offered  redress,  they  resort  to  arms. 

They  take  prisoners  in  war,  but  only  of  the  higher  rank, 
fhe  rest  are  killed.  The  chief  keeps  his  prisoners  in  close 
confinement,  till  they  promise  to  be  faithful  subjects  to  htm, 
when  they  are  set  at  liberty. 

When  they  march  to  war,  each  chief  accompanies  his 
people,  who  march  in  disorder;  but  on  arriving  at  the  field 
of  battle,  they  form  into  a  line,  and  first  endeavour  to  in- 
timidate the  enemy  by  howling  in  a  terrific  manner,  and  then 
by  threatening  to  cut  them  to  pieces. 

Every  child  is  supposed  to  be  bom  a  soldier ;  wherefore 
all  serve  freely  when  called  upon  by  the  chief,  and  every  one 
learns  th^  iirt  of  war,  or  to  use  the  assagay.  When  they  ob- 
tain a  victoiy,  thpy  ure  rewarded  by  the  chief,  and  such  as  are 
wounded  are  kindly  treated. 

The  Caffres  are  much  afraid  of  muskets,  and  when  they 
take  any  from  the  boors,  they  generally  break  d^em  to 
pieces  for  the  brass  upon  them,  of  which  metal  they  are 
yei^  fond. 

Our  Hottentots,  who  had  lived  some  time  in  Caffraria, 
mentioned  to  me  a  battle  between  two  Caffi^  tribes,  the  6ne 
under  Congo's  father,  Chacca,  the  other  under  Cobdia, 
which  Chacca  surrounded,  when  all  the  prisoners  were  either 
compelled  to  drown  themselves  in  the  sea,  or  were  murdered 
on  the  beach ;  about  eight  or  ten  only  escaped,  and  Hed  to  the 
colony^-of  those  a  fiither,  a  cousin,  and  diree  nndes  of  one 
who  travelled  with  me,  and  their  wives,  composed  that 
number.  One  of  these  women  during  this  flight,  was  preg- 
nant with  a  son  who  is  now  at  Bethelsdorp,  to  whom  the 
parents  .gave  a  name  expressive  of  their  circumstances  at 
that  time,  as  a  time  of  trouble;  indeed  it  is  customary  vrith 
the  Caffres,  like  the^  ancient  patriarchs,  to  give  sigifificant 
lyames  to  their  posterity. 
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I  heard  of  a  boor,  at  present  in  the  colony,  who  had 
IWed  a  loi^  time  in  Caffraria^  where  he  married  both  a' 
Caffre  and  a  Hottentot.  On  the  English  capturing  the 
Cape,  he  returned  to  the  colony,  bringmg  along  with  him  his 
two  wives,  and  a  Mambookis  girl,  from  die  second  nation 
beyond  the  Ca£Fres.  This  ^irl  he  caused  to  be  well  edu- 
cated, when  he  discarded  his  Hottentot  and  Caffre  wives, 
and  married  her. 

Another  boor,  who  was  in  Caffraria  when  Dr.  Vanderkemp 
was  there,  on  seeing  his  printing  press,  enquired  what  it  was. 
When  the  Doctor  had  described  the  nature  and  use  of  it,  the 
saffacious  boor  requested  him  to  print  for  him,  by  the  morrow 
a  large  folio  bible  with  plates.  This  same  boor  was  given 
to  haste ;  for  not  being  able  in  a  short  time  to  cure  a  sore 
finger  which  hb  daughter  had^  he  cut  it  off,  saying  she  was 
better  without  it. 
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AS  this  man,  by  his  murders  and  depredations,  is  become 
the  terror  of  a  considerable  part  of  South  Africa,  and  is  con- 
sequently spoken  of  and  feared  far  and  near,  I  endeavoured 
to  obtain  as  much  information  concerning  him  as  I  could, 
but  notwithstanding  his  fame,  or  rather  infamy,  I  could  not 
procure  much. 

He  was  originally  a  Hottentot,  belonging  to  the  colony, 
and  was  a  considerable  time  in  the  service  of  a  boor,  in  the 
Drosdy  of  Tulbach,  named  Piet  Piemaar ;  part  of  this 
time  was  employed  in  attending  to  the  boor's  cattle,  which, 
for  the  sake  of  pasture,  were  sent  at  certain  seasons  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Great' Riven  Afterwards  he,  and  his  sons 
Jager  and  Titus,  lived  with  Piemaar  at  Elephants  River. 
This  was  about  the  time  that  the  Cape  first  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  English,  when  a  report  was  industriously,  cir- 
culated by  evil  minded  persons,  that  all  the  Hottentots  were 
to  be  forced  into  the  army^  with  the  design  of  sending  them 
out  of  Africa.  This  report  made  Africaner  and  his  sons  to 
resolve  to  live  out  of  the  colony  altogether,  or  near  its  limits, 
to  escape  being  forced  into  the  af my. 

They  continued  in  the  service  of  Piemaar,  who  sometimes 
sent  them  on  Commandoes,  or  plundering  expeditions, 
against  the  defenceless  natives  of  the  mterior,  furnishing  them 
with  muskets  and  powder  for  that  purpose.  In  this  way  they 
were  taught  to  rob  for  their  master,  which  ultimately  led  to 
their  setting  up  for  themselves.  • 

Suspicions,  from  some  circumstances,  rose  in  the  minds 
of  Africaner  and  his  sons,  that  their  employer  acted  un- 
faithfully to  their  wives  during  their  absence ;  and  his  send- 
ing them  more  frequently  from  home  confirmed  their  sua- 
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picioiw;  Ibej  r^fiM^,  tkferdbrei  •  to  go' ai^  mhM  on  m^k 
eB|fee<litioitf  •  laforntatioiil  hmna§^  amtia  i^  Piemifor,  Am  the 
Buabmen  h«d  cartied  off  jlone  ande  from  a  koor  belovfgibg 
to  the.diHrict  cnttr  wbi<fih  k%wm  ISMi  Obnm,  he,  in  bift 
officiai  characler^  coHivaMkcLdieai  to  parsua  lh«  BuslMneii, 
m  order  to  rtctj^ture.  the  cftttie^  Thb  order  tb^y  pbsMv^ 
refiiaed  to  obey^  alledgio^  tbat  biif  onty  motive'  for  sMkKng 
tbom  Ml  sudfai  m  jtsip^diAcn  vm$  tbkt  ibey  migbt  be 
iniiideried>  and  be  might  tbdreby  gfst  poiseieioii  of  tlieir 

Ebff  nraatiQg  bill  Xurdec^:  Pidiiaar  pfOc#edbd  la  flog  Jager 
wbo  seized  ltt».gii«>  which  waa  loadad  ^witb  amall  tfbot^  the 
coBleala  of  which  he  lodged  in  his  mtterV  body.  A  seuflle 
eaimed,  in  wbieb  the.  sdiis  of  Africaaer  shot^  not  ohly 
Piemaar  himself  dead,  butabo  bia  wife  and  child.  Some 
fiay  tint  this  atrociottS  deed  waa  contrary  to  the  wishes  and 
expostulations  of  the  fbthcr ;  but  otbara  assert  he  wais  ac*- 
cessary  to  it  All  howei^er  fled  immediately  over  the  Great 
rirer,  to  North  NamacquldhiML  Having  settled  themselves 
in  that  coimtty  for  some  tame,  the  sons  of  Africaner,  havhig 
muskets  and  powdery  which  they  bad  carried  off  from  their 
murdered  master,  resolved  upon  an  expedition  against  some 

Crt  of  the  colony,,  to  attack  son^  bocfr'^  place  by  surprise, 
this.  expeditioR  they  murdered  a  boor  of  the  name  of 
Engdbrecht,  and  likevrise  a  bastard  Hottentot,  frtmi  whom 
they  carried  off  much  cattle* 

Immediately  on  the  Mksibnariea  arriving  at  Warm  BMb, 
in  North,  or  Gifeat  Namac^oa  country,  Africaner,  with  his 
family,  came  and  took  up  his  residence  near  them,  aiid  for 
soma  time  behaved  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner ;  ^ 
but  a  circumstance  occurred  which  led  to  the  ruin  of  the ' 
settlement  there. 

Jager  and  Titus,  as  they  dared  not  to  visit  Cape-town 
themselves,  after  the  murders  they  had  perpetrated,  em- 
ployed a  Hottentot,  named  Hans  Driver*  to  take  three 
span,  or  sets,  of  oxen  thither;  with  two  span  of  these  he 
was  desired  to  purchase  a  waggon  for  them,  and  vrith  the 
third  to  bring  the  waggon  home.  •  On  the  way  to  Cape-town, 
Hans  met  a  boor  to  whom  he  was  in  debt,  for  which  the 
boor  seized  the  whole  of  the  oxen ;  upon  which  Hans  returned 
to  Namacqua,  and*refused  to  give  any  account  of  the  oxen. 
This  conduct  of  Hans  so  exasperated  the  sons  of  Africaner,  that 
they  attacked  his  Kraal,  and  miirdered  him.  Not  long  after 
this  occurrence,  the  friends  of  Hans,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  Namacquaas,  in  their  turn  attacked  the  Kraal  of  Afri- 
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caiier*  Africaner,  to  be  rensoged  on  the  Namac^ons  for 
aidiiig  the  friends  of  Hana  againtt  him,  fell  upon  their  Kraal. 
These  finding  themseWes  too  weak  to  re«st  him,  implored 
assistance  from  the  Namacquaas  at  Warm  Bath ;  who,  com- 
plying with  their  request,  sent  o«t  a  large  anned  party  to 
defei^  them ;  which  so  enraged  Africaner^  that  he  threatened 
destruction  to  die  settlement  at  Warm  Bath.  He  accom- 
plished his  threat  m  part,  for  he  caaw  against  them,  and 
carried  off  a  great  number  of  their  cattle*  A  numerous  party 
of  the  Namacquaas  pursued  him  to  his  Kraal,  where  they 
carried  on  a  kind  of  war,  shooting  at  eadi  other  from  behind 
bushes,  none  of  them  possessing  suflkient  courage  to  meetm 
the  open  field.  Howeter,  the  Namacquaas  at  length  deriaed 
a  pruident  acheme  for  regaining  their  cattle,  by  taking  pos* 
session  of  tliek  watering  place.  In  spite  of  Africaner's 
people,  the  cattle,  when  thirsty,  made  their  way  to  the  water, 
and  were  carried  off  in  triumph  by  the  Namacquaas. 

Africaner,  renewing  his  threatenings  against  the  Namac* 
quaas  at  Warm  Bath,  so  intimidated  them,  that  they,  with 
the  Missionaries,  removed  over  the  Great  River,  to  the 
place  where  they  now  are,  in  little,  or  South  Namacqua 
land. 

By  incursions  into  the  colony,  wM  robbing  the  boors,  not 
only  of  cattle,  but  of  their  muskets  and  powder,  Africaner 
has  become  very  powerftd.  He  has  been  joined  by  a 
runaway  boor,  by  some  Bushmen,  and  persons  from  other 
tribes;  and  should  he  proceed  without  receiving  some  check, 
his  fimSAy  may  soon  becoane  a  very  formidable  enemy  to  the 
colony. 
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ACCOUNT  XiF  STEPHANAS,  AN  IMPOSTOR. 


HE  tvas  an  European^  and,  as  to  religion,  very  probably^ 
Roman  Catholic.  The  ship  in  which  he  sailed  from  Europie 
wab  sttntided  near  the  Cape;-  where,  after  getting  6n  shore, 
hd  renained  fbr  some  time  in  i^rj  distressing  eircuiiistances, 
ivbidi,  he  aMrwairds  skid,  urged  him  on  to  the  commission 
of  fbrgely;  for  tvhich  criikie  he  was  arre^tdf,  and  committed 
Id  prison.  On  the  very-first  day  of  his  imprisonment,  he 
began  to  devise  liieans  for  eflfecting  his  escape.  He  cut  a 
large  hole  in  the  door  of  the  pri^n,  by  means  of  ^hich  he 
regained  bis  Uberfy,  add  A^d  to  the  f^gefetd,  a  district  in 
the  interior  of  th^  colony,  where  he  l-emaiiiecl  quietly  for  somfe 
timci  wofrking  ad  a  masdn;  but  hearing  that  search  was 
SMikiiig  foi"  bim>  he  fled  higher  up  tfie  country  to  a  Missioh* 
ary  s^ttl^meiit  then  iEit  Zak  river,  Wh^re  he  oflRered  his  ser- 
vices as  a  mason  t6  Mr.  Kieherer,  i^'ho  sdjperintended  the 
Mis^n.  They  were  very  accepHiMe  at  that  titile ;  bfeik^ 
about  to  erect  a  place  of  worship,  and  knowing  nothing  of 
his  character,  th^y  readily  took  him  into  their  empioy; 

Only  a  short  time  aftief  the  building  was  begun,  ih- 
forroAtion  frbtn  Cape-town,  through  the  newspaper,  reached 
the  settlement,  that  a  person  accused  of  forgery  had  esciipcid 
froiri  prison;  atid  froih  the  descriptioti  gi<en  bf  his  person, 
Sbphanas  appeared  to  t>e  the  man.  Having,  by  some 
ttieims>  learned  that  such  information  had  been  received, 
fir  perhaps  <Uscdvering  by  their  conduct  that  he  was  sus- 
pected, he  hastily  decamped,  and  fled  across  the  Bushman's 
country  beyotid  thi^  Great  RiVisr,  cai'rying  with  him  a  bible, 
which  he  had  stoleh  f^om  the  Missionaries. 

On  arriving  amotig  the  Gricluaasi  he  gave  himself  out  to 
be  tf  Missionary,  sent  froni  Zak  riv^r  to  instruct  thekii.  He 
^tideavonred  to  make  them  believe  that  he  had  been  brought 
k€t6Hs  the  Bushman  country  in  a  miraculous  manner,  having 
neither  gnn,  nof  sWord,  nor  spe^r ;  which  indeed  appeared 
16  d9Mt)  very  nu^ellous,  and  made  on  th^m  a  strong  ini- 
pression  in  his  favour.    They  all  listened  to  his  instructions 
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with  attenuon.  The  pious  people  now  at  Griqua  town  attj, 
that  he  spoke  much  about  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified; 
which  indeed  mray  Romra  Catholics  do  more  than  some 
Protestants.  His  zeal  appeared  to  be  fervent,  and  consider- 
able impression  was  made  upon  the  poor  Griquaas.  They 
not  only  sighed  and  wept  when  hearing  him,  but  many,  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  have  a  plurality  of  wives,  deter- 
mined to  live  according  to  the  rules  he  produced  A-om  the 
Scriptures. 

Such  eflfects  following  his  exertions,  disposed  him  to  thbk 
highly  of  himself,  and  to  make  the  people^  believe  he  was  at 
the  head  of  all  Missionaries.  He  appears  to  have  kamt  by 
rote  what  he  heard  from  Mr.  Kicberer,  and  to  have  repeated 
it  without  judgment.  His  fame  was  of  short  diumtion  among 
the  most  discerning,  by  his  paying  too  much  attention  to 
dreams,  visions,  and  voices,  that  some  of  the  people  pre- 
tended to  have  had,  which  was  contrary  to  the  instructions  he 
bad  given  iu  the  early  part  of  his  career.  One  of  these 
dreamers,  who  was  probably  in  league  with  Stephanas,  pre- 
tended that  God  had  given  an  order  that  a  grand  Church 
should  without  deUy  be  erected.  This  imposition  obtaining 
general  credit,  men,  women,  and  children,  went  to  work  with 
alacrity  aud  zeal ;  and  in  a  short  time  a  spacious  building 
was  nearly  finished,  the  walls  of  which  are  still  standing, 
which  1  passed  when  travelling  across  the  continent  to  Na- 
macqua  Land.  Little  more  than  a  roof  is  wanting  to  complete 
the  building. 

The  Griquaas  say  he  endeavoured  particularly  to  expUin 
die  Bible  to  them ;  and  frequently  directed  their  attention  to 
its  most  striking  parts— -such  as  the  deaths  resurrection,  and 
ascension  of  Jesus  Christ,  Sic. 

After  a  time,  Stephanas  began  to  sanction  the  having  two 
wives,  like  the  heathens  around,  and  afterwards  he  set  the 
example  by  taking  two  himself.  This  also  being  opposite 
to  his  first  instruction,  caused  many  of  his  followers  to  with- 
draw from  him. 

About  this  tinle,he  wrote  an  accoimtof  bis  proceedings  to 
Mr.  Kicherer,  who,  finding  that  he  was  deceiving  the  people, 
and  propagating  many  pernicious  and  destructive  principles, 
insisted  upon  his  leaving  them ;  which  he  did,  and  wandered 
backward  and  forward  for  some  time  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Great  River.  He  afterwards  travelled  into  the  Namacqua 
country,  where  he  was  miudered;  but  on  what  account  we 
could  not  ascertain,  nor  any  of  the  ciicumstances  that  at- 
tended his  death. 
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No.  IV. 


ACCOUNT  OF  JOHN  BLOOM,  AN  AFRICAN 
ROBBER. 

HIS  father  was  an  European,  of  the  same  name :  nothing 
more  is  known  of  him^  but  that  he  lived  successively  in  four 
different  parts  of  the  colony. 

His  son  John  left  die  colony  with  the  same  Piet  Piemaar 
who  was  afterwards  nrardered  by  the  sons  of  Africaner. 
His  object  in  leaving  the  colony  was  only  to  attend  some 
cattle  belonging  to  Piemaar,  on  the  Great  River.  Some  time 
after  removing  thither,  hearing  of  the  multitude  of  cattle 
possessed  by,  Sootchuanas  and  Corannas,  and  the  defenceless 
state  of  these  people,  he  resolved  to  make  an  attack  upon 
them,  in  order  to  carry  off  their  cattk,  and  so  become  rich 
by  a  single  expedition.  By  some  means  or  other  he  prevail- 
ed on  many  Hottentots  to  accompany  him  on  this  plundering 
expedition.  He  and  bis  people  killed  many  of  the  poor  in- 
habitants, against  whom  they  went,  and  captured  a  great 
number  of  their  cattle;  indeed,  the  number  was  so  great  that 
more  than  a  thousand  are  said  to  have  fallen  to  the  share  of 
Piemaar,  which  no  doubt  was  the  largest. 

When  Piemaar  transported  his  ill-gotten  property  to  the 
colony,  John  Bloom  remained  behind,  and  took  several 
wives  from  among  the  Corannas ;  he  also  continued  to 
make  plunderiiq;  excursions  i^nst  that  people.  His  first 
attempt  was  attended  with  a  shocking  event,  for,  besides  those 
who  fell  by  means  of  his  fire  arms,  which  greatly  terrified  the 
CorannaSf  many  of  the  defenceless  women  and  children  ran 
for  refuge  from  their  murderers  into  the  Great  River,  where 
they  perbhed. 

He  afterwards  went  higher  up  the  river,  and  took  up 
his  residence  near  the  mouth  of  the  Malalareen.  There 
he  commenced  his  ravages  by  attacking  the  Bootchuanas, 
many  of  whom  were  slaio^  and  much  catUe  taken. 
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some  the  most  suitable  place  for  a  colony ;  while  others  pre- 
fer the  country  adjoining  St.  Augustine  Bay.  On  the  coast, 
about  Fort  Dauphin,  it  is  rendered  unhealthy  by  the  great 
quantity  of  sea  weed  driven  upon  it  by  certun  currents, 
which  being  coiTupted  by  an  almost  vertical  sun  in  summer, 
sends  forth  contagious  effluvia. 

The  island  is  said  to  contain  two  hundred  millions  of 
acres  of  arable  ground,  celebrated  fonr  its  fertility,  and  the 
variety  of  its  productions.  The  rivers*  are  plentifully  stocked 
with  fish  ;  the  mountains  are  very  numerous,  some  of  them 
rise  to  the  height  of  1800  fathoms  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  are  covered  with  wood,  and  many  are  inaccessible ;  but 
the  vallies  are  fertile,  and  covered  with  cattle. 

Madagascar  produces  six  different  sorts  of  rice,  and  no 
fewer  than  ten  different  kinds  of  yams ;  likewise  the  banana, 
which  is  considered  and  called  by  the  natives,  the  fig  tree  of 
Adam.  Near  Foul  Point,  on  the  east  coast,  are  found  po- 
tatoes, four  kinds  of  turnips,  beans,  peas,  and  poultry. 
There  are  mines  of  iron  and  steel,  and  it  is  reported  by  some 
that  there  are  also  mines  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  the  iron  which  I  saw  at  the  city  of 
Lattakoo,  comes  from  Madagascar;  for  it  is  nearly  opposite 
the  south  end  of  it,  about  three  or  four  hundred  miles 
from  the  coast,  to  which  it  may  be  brought,  and*  bar- 
tered from  nation  to  nation  till  it  reaches  the  country  of  die 
Bootehuanas.  At  Antigonal  bay,  four  different  kinds  of 
silk  worms  were  found  by  Abbe  Rochon  when  he  visited  it; 
likewise  amber,  wax,  honey,  and  fine  wool.  Flax,  indigo, 
sugar,  pepfety  and  tobacco,  it  is  thought,  would  grow  well 
there,  llie  northern  is  considered  the  most  fertile  part ;  i|i 
a  good  season  the  fields  will  yield  an  hundred  fold. 

This  island^  says  Abbe  Rochoo,  affords  a  large  field  for 
the  botanist;  so  much  so  that  one  could  scarcely  study,  in  the 
course  of  a  long  life^  the  natural  history  of  its  v^etatioo. 

There  are  snakes  oo  the  island,  but  they  are  not  very 
dangerous.  Crocodiles  abound  in  the  rivers^  whose  appear- 
ance strikes  terror  into  the  most  intrepid  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  great  caution  is  necessary  in  walking  near  the  rivers. 
They  have  been  seen  to  drag  away  and  devour  even  a  bullock. 

llie  contiguity  of  Midagascar  to  the  coast  of  Afiica 
makes  it  natural  to  ascribe  its  population  to  that  vast  conti* 
nent,*  but  the  different  races  of  inhabitants  are  now  so  miMh 
confounded,  as  to  reader  it  impossible  to  enumerate  them. 
The  race  of  the  real  negro  is  easiy  distiiq^hed  there^ 
Some  while  inhabitant»   pretend  to  be  descended  from 
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Iniina,  the  mother  of  Mahomed — others  trace  their  origin 

to  the  Jews*    There  is  a  race  of  whites,  who  affirm  that 

they  were  sent  thither  by  the  Caliph  of  Mecca^  to  instruct  *4 

the  natives  in  the  Mahomedan  fiiith. 

Before  the  Europeans  first  landed  on  the  island,  the 
natives  had  a  tradition  that  they  would  be  conquered  by 
the  children  of  the  sun ;  and  the  French,  when  they  arrived 
there  to  form  a  settlement,  were  taken  for  these  children  of 
the  sun;  the  people  therefore  readily  yielded  to  them. 
Persons  are  also  found  there  who  are  supposed  to  have 
come  from  the  Persian  and  Arabian  gulfs,  and  from 
Egypt. 

The  people  are  in  general  well  shaped,  and  above  tlie 
middle  size,  of  various  colours,  deep  black,  tawny,  copper, 
but  chiefly  of  an  olive  colour.  Their  physiognomy  in 
general  bears  marks  of  a  character  replete  with  frankness. 

They  are  not  considered  a  savage  people;  they  do  not  eat 
human  flesh,  nor  are  murders  frequent  among  them,  except 
in  time  of  war.  They  are  not  devoid  of  intellect,  as 
Mr.  Bartlet,  our  Missionary  at  Bethelsdorp,  found,  when  he 
had  the  tuition  of  about  twenty  of  them  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Tliey  could  read  English,  and  answer  questions  from 
a  catechbm  with  tolerable  facility. 

Several  instances  of  shipwreck  on  their  coasts  are  known, 
but  not  one  in  which  the  people  have  been  ill  treated. 
The  late  Mr.  Oncruydt,  President  of  the  Bui^ her  Senate  at 
Cape-town,  mentioned  to  me  one  instance,  which  came 
under  his  own  review  when  he  was  supercaigo  of  a  Dutch 
East  Indiaman.  They  sailed  to  Tulier,  or  Tellear,  in 
Augustine  bay,  on  the  east  side  of  the  south  end  of  the 
island,  where  a  French  ship  had  been  stranded  upwards  of 
twelve  {nonths  before  their  arrival.  The  Captain,  officers^ 
and  men  had  resided  all  that  time  with  the  natives;  on 
seeing  the  Dutch  ship  arrive  at  the  mouth  of ;  the  river 
Mauchard,  (which  probably  is  the  same  river  as  that  named 
Dartemont  in  Arrowsmith's  map)  the  Captain  and  the  crew 
came  off  to  her,  and  solicited  a  passage  to  the  Cape,  to 
which  Mr.  Oncruydt  and  his  Captain  consented.  They 
found  that  these  shipwrecked  mariners  had  lived  in  perfect 
safety,  and  had  been  treated  with  hospitality  during  the 
whole  time  of  their  reridence  there.  The  only  thing  they 
viere  in  want  of  was  clothes,  with  which  Mr.  Oncruydt 
supplied  them;  after  which  he  and  some  of  lus  people 
went  ashore  with  them,  on  a  visit  to  the  king  of  that  part  of 
MadagaKar. 
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They  crdon-  Arri^  at  a  considerable  tbwn,  where  a& 
6Bibef,  ceUled  the  second  kinf,  tended;  by  him  they  were 
well  received,  and  sent  dff  wUh  A  mnnber  of  attendants  tb 
Ramacca  the  first  king.  Th^y  caitie  to  a  broad  and  rapid 
river,  but  there  being  neither  bridge  nor  any  boat,  Aey 
look^  at  one  another,  wondering  bo#  they  should  get 
slcross,  togethi^r  With  two  dhesU  which  Ihey  brought,  ftill  ot 
presents  to  the  kifag.  Sii  inen  took  up  one  of  these  chests, 
and  went  with  it  into  the  water,  three  od  one  side  and  three 
on  the  other,  supporting  it  above  the  water,  by  ench  Apply- 
ing dne  of  his  bands  to  it ;  in  this  wfily  they  carried  it  over 
perfectly  dry.  In  the  same  way  they  carried  over  the  other 
chest,  and  all  the  Dotch  and  French  officers  and  sailors  who 
wer^  in  the  eomj>any. 

Oiie  of  ihh  sailors,  liot  choosing  to  be  carried  over  in  the 
above  awkward  way,  stripped  off  bis  clcnhes,  and  tying  them 
about  his  head,  jumped  into  the^  water,  and  swam  towards 
the  other  ride;  bnt  when  be  cattle  to  rtie  middle  of  die 
riVer,  the  current  waS  too  strong  (ot  him,  so-  that  he  was 
Cttiried  ddwn  before  it,  and  cert&inly  would  have  been 
dh>wned,  hiri  not  Some  of  the  natives  hastened  to  hh 
a^stance.  Soon  after  Crossing  the  Hver,  they  arrived  at  the 
town  where  the  king  resided,  which  was  considerably  lahger 
than  that  whUdh  they  had  seen  befbri^.  WhM  imrddvcW  to 
the  khl|,  he  -Wfti  snr(^iised  to  find  all  th&  Fr^nehtnen  well 
dotbed ;  bdt  Wh^  he  fobnd,  on  eh^uihf,  that  they  had  receiv- 
ed tbes^  clbthe^  firoht  tb^  Dntch>  who^  be  knew.  Were  af 
dlfi\$febt  ndtion  A-om  the  Freikh,  he  wtts  btill  mtife  tts- 
tofaished,  slnd  eaUed  tb  hb  attendants,  who  stbbd  in  a  H)W 
behind.  Slaying,  ^  Mark  this:  tHe^^  66  ribt  beloi^  to  th^ 
skfail^  nation  with  the  French,  yt^t  ^oii  see  they  give  theni 
drntUik ;  leiirn  to  do  sb  too"  A  hbAke  And  attendants  w«t^ 
I»bvid«d  for  tMnd  all  by  th^  ling,  whet«  they  lived  veiy 
cbtirfbrtHblV  foi^  five  mbthb^i 

>  Oh  AdotUet  occasion,  Whett  MrlOilbru^di  Wbs  Whb  tbe  §^ 
corid  Icirig  lUoh^,  Wlule  vteWil%  fiMA  his  WhidoW  a  great  stdm 
at  bea,  be  sdd  td  Mr  Otl^hiydt,  **  I  kkVe  h^rd  fW>m  my  grand-^ 
fiifliier,  and  tirota  my  uh^M,  that  alt  these  Mng^  were  mM^,** 
ffaidting  Co  thfe  sea,  tU.  >'  ditf  yoii  «^^  h«ar  bf  ttef 
<<  Made,''  ^aid  Mt.  O.  '^^  do  yod  ttiedn  that  the  Ma  UMn 
itMffr  "^  Ne;.  nof,  (said  h^)  I  db  Mt  ftmA  thatt  t  Meiltf 
nM6  by  its  Maker.^  «  O  y«k,^  s*id  Mr.  O^  ^  kll  wIM 
pttM(^  kttow  that.''  ''  I'ha^  tdid  ybu,""  HftpliM  Ihe  sectttd 
^^,  f'  yktio  it  MfHb  that  tbid  We,  boW  ^Mhe  hiivr  toU  kMfW' 
it."    On  which  Mr.  Oncruydt  told  him  about  th«  mbh. 
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There  is  a  race  of  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort 
Dauphin,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  western  coasts  descended 
from  some  Arabs,  who  were  shipwrecked.  They  say  they 
are  not  original  inhabitants,  but  children  of  the  sea;  because 
it  threw  out  their  fathers  on  the  island.  They  write  the 
Madagascar  language  in  the  Arabic  character,  and  claim  an 
exclusive  right  to  kill  the  bullocks;  but  those  who  eat  swineV 
flesh  lose  this  right. 

It  is  reported  that  a  race  of  dwarfs,  called  Kimosses,  dwell 
in  the  interior  of  Madagascar — that  the  medium  size  of  the 
men  is  about  three  feet  five  inches;  that  they  wear  long 
beards ;  and  that  the  women  are  some  inches  shorter  than  the 
men.  These  people  are  said  to  surpass  the  rest  of  the 
Madagascars  in  point  of  intellectual  abilities.  At  the  Isle 
of  France  the  existence  of  these  people  is  called  in  question 
by  the  well  informed,  and  treated  as  a  mere  fiction. 

In  so  extensive  an  island  as  Madagascar,  there  must  be  a 
variety  of  climates ,'  the  interior  is  by  all  considered  the  most 
healthy,  and  the  southern  part  more  healthy  than  the  northern, 
probably  because  further  removed  from  the  equator.  In  th^ 
months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  which  are  the 
most  unhealthy  seasons,  a  kind  of  intermitting  fever  fre* 
quently  prevails.  Behind  the  town  of  Tumetave,  on  the 
east  coa^t,  there  is  a  vast  morass,  from  whence  unhealthy 
vapours  proceed,  which  contaminate  the  air.  The  beats  in 
the  northern  parts,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  must  be 
very  great,  which,  from  the  fumes  arising  from  stagnated 
water,  and  decayed  vegetation,  must  render  the  climate 
unhealthy,  at  least  at  first,  to  European  constitutions.  How- 
ever it  is  probable  that  the  vast  mountains,  and  the  many 
rivers  and  streams,  must  render  the  heat  more  tolerable,  and 
the  air  more  healthy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  French  garrison  almost  all 
died  at  Fort  Dauphin;  and  that  once  they  were  massacred 
and  driven  out:  but  perhaps  neither  is  the  former  to  be 
wholly  attributed  to  the  cUniate,  nor  the  latter  entirely  to 
the  savage  disposition  of  the  people.  Two  reasons  are 
stated  by  Abbe  Rochon,  which  seem  fully  to  authorise  this 
supposition. 

First.  The  disingenuous  conduct  of  the  French  towards 
the  natives,  and  also  to  a  Mr.  La  Case,  a  Frenchman, 
who  found  himself  neglected  by  the  Governor  of  Fort 
Dauphin,  notwithstanding  tlie  signal  services  he  had  render-* 
ed  to  the  French  government.     He  retired  into  the  province 
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of  Amboul^  aod  married  the  dtughter  of  tbe  principal  dnef. 
Five  more  Freochmen  joined  him,  and  Uiough  he  had  not 
attempted  any  revenge  on  his  countraaen^  yet^  when  a  price 
vTas  set  on  bis  bead  by  the  French  Governor^  all  the  dikieh 
were  highly  enraged  at  seeing  a  plan  formed  against  the  life 
of  a  man  whom  they  so  highly  venerated;  and  unanimously 
agreed  not  to  a£ford  any  supply  of  cattle,  rice,  &c.  to  the 
French;  in  consequence  of  which  a  famine  ensued,  which 
reduced  the  settlers  to  a  small  number. 

Second.  The  imprudent  conduct  of  father  Stephen,  a 
Catholic  Missionary  of  the  order  of  St.  Lazar.  This  man, 
either  not  knowing,  or  rather  having  forgotten  the  words  of 
Paul,  '^  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,''  carried 
die  bloody  banners  of  war,  and  was  determined  to  convert 
the  people  by  the  sword ! — the  old  Roman  method.  Being 
well  received  by  a  powerful  chief,  who  had  a  numerous 
seraglio,  he  thought  it  would  be  easy  to  convert  him ;  but 
instead  of  waiting  for  the  effect  of  sound  scriptural  argument, 
be  commanded  the  chief  to  put  away^all  his  women  except 
one:  and  threatened,  not  the  displeasure  of  God,  but  to  bring 
the  French  arms  against  him  if  this  order  was  not  instantly 
obeyed,  and  that  they  would  deprive  him  by  force  of  his 
seraglio.  The  chief,  instead  of  instantly  puttii^  him  to 
death  for  bis  insolence,  as  might  have  been  expected,  begged 
fifteen  days  to  consider  the  matter,  during  which  time  he 
privately  withdrew  with  all  his  women.  The  Missionary 
followed  him,  accompanied  by  another  brother  of  the  same 
order,  and  six  Frenchmen,  all  loaded  with  sacerdotal  habits, 
and  the  authority  of  the  bloody  church  with  which  they  were 
connected. 

It  was  told  Stephen,  when  he  overtook  the  chief,  how 
vain  his  attempts  at  conversion  would  be.  He  made  do 
reply  to  this,  but  tore,  with  consecrated  bands,  from  the 
chief,  all  his  amulets,  threw  them  into  the  fire,  and  dedared 
war!  Is  it  wonderful,  that  such  an  attempt  to  inforce 
Christianity  was  followed  by  the  instant  death  of  the  Mi»< 
sionary,  and  all  his  companions?  By  order  of  the  chief  they 
were  all  killed  on  the  spot;  and  he  swore  the  utter  detrac- 
tion of  the  French. 

It  is  also  a  fact,  that  a  considerable  nimiber  .of  the 
English  soldiers  died,  who  went  lo  take  possession  of  a 
fort  at  Tametave,  after  the  capture  of  the  Isle  of  France ; 
but  they  went  at  the  worst  season  of  the  year,  when  the 
utmost  danger  was  to  be  expected  in  that  part  of  the 
island. 
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It  19  ioipoasible  accurately  to  ascertain  the  population  of  a 
.country  divided  into  so  many  different  tribes.  Abbe  Bochcn^ . 
in  the  year  1770,  estimated  the  population  at  about  four 
millions — Rondaux  thinks  they  are  about  three  millions.  If 
these  estimates  were  any  thing  near  the  amount  upwards 
^f  forty  years  ago,  it  is^  supposed  that  the  population  is  now 
mucb  greater. 

As  for  the  9tate  of  arts  there,  lliey  work  iron,  and  make 
.various  useful  articles  of  it.  They  juamifacture  also  a  strong 
kind  of  cloth  from  the  second  bark  of  a  tree,  which  is  cer- 
tainly an  ingenious  device.  Mr.  Milne  6ent  a  few  yards  of  it 
to  dbe  Society,  from  the  Mauritius.  Of  this  cloth  they 
make  a  wide  garment,  resembling  our  corn  sacks,  cutting 
two  holes  at  the  bottom,  through  which  they  pass  their  feet. 
The  M^omen  weave  very  beautiful  baskets,  or  pognasj  as  tbey 
4;all  them,  from  the  filaments  of  the  leaf  of  the  mven  plant. 
They  also  sow  a  great  deal  of  rice,  not  only  for  their  own 
x^nsumption,  but  as  an  article  of  trade.  They  bring  it  dowa 
Sio  the  shore  in  ba^s,  which  are  wrought  either  of  grass,  or 
the  inner  bark  of  trees.  They  abound  in  wood,  which  they 
'  cut  down  with  hatchets,  and  make  houses,  canoes,  &c.  .They 
ftlso  make  pottery  aifiicles  in  a  masterly  manner. 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  arts  have  made  much 
progress  in  Madagascar ;  nor  indeed  could  it  be  expected, 
since  the  object  of  all  who  have  hitherto  traded  with 
them  has  not  been  to  do  them  any  real  good,  but  only 
lo  obtain  their  rice,  oi^n,  and  slaves,  or  to  become  their 
masters. 

In  the  southern  parts,  almost  every  village  stands  on  aa 
eminence,  surrounded  with  a  double  row  of  palisades;  with- 
in  which  is  a  parapet  of  compressed  earth,  about  four  feet 
high ;  and  large  bamboos,  driven  into  the  grpund,  at  the 
distance  of  five  feet  from  each  other,  form  a  kind  of  fortifi- 
cation. The  dwelling  of  the  chief  is  called  the  Donac> 
which  comprises  three  or  four  large  houses,  enclosed  by  a 

Srticular  fence.  Slaves  guard  the  Donac,  night  and  day* 
orns  of  the  bullocks  slain  in  sacrifices,  are  sometimes  hung 
round  the  dwellings  of  the  chief.  Their  towns  have  not  re- 
gular streets ;  their  houses  are  built  of  timber,  and  covered 
with  the  leaves  of  trees.  They  have  neither  locks  nor  bolts  : 
Ihey  live  in  a  frugal  maimer.  Though  they  have  not  gene- 
rally regular  hours  for  their  meals,  yet  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
see  them  dine  at  ten  in  the  mornii^,  and  sup  at  four  .in  the 
afternoon.  Their  food  consists  of  excellent  white  rice,  well 
boiled,  over  which  they  pour  broth  of  meat,  or  flesh,  seasonc 
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ti  with  saffron,  ginger,  Sic.  These  plain  messes  are  served 
on  the  leaves  of  the  Raven,  which  answers  for  spoons, 
pktes,  6cc.  They  have  only  two  ways  of  preparing  their 
4bod;  boiling  in  clay  pots,  or  roasting  on  the  coals. 

At  Foul  Point  they  put  into  their  broth  some  leaves  of  the 
Ravensara,  and  a  little  sea  water,  salt  being  almost  unknown 
to  them.  In  the  interior  they  use,  instead  of  sea  water, 
leaves  of  a  tree»  which  i«  called  the  salt  tree.  They  drink 
not  after  meals,  except  sometimes  water  boiled  with  rice, 
which  precaution  is  necessary  in  a  country  where  the  water 
is  not  good.  Their  houses  are  kept  clean,  and  some  of 
their  towns  are  supposed  to  contain  twenty  five  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Their  government  consists  of  a  chief  to  each  tribe,  who  is 
sometimes  elective,  but  generally  hereditary.  Each  tribe 
possesses  the  place  it  likes  best,  which  must  frequently  oc^- 
casion  broils.  In  some  parts,  the  chief  always  carries  his 
gun,  and  a  stick  tipped  with  iron,  the  end  of  which  is  oma«- 
mented  with  cow's  hair.  The  principal  ornament  which 
distinguishes  the  chiefs  from  their  subjects,  is  a  cap  of  red 
wool.  In  some  parts  the  power  of  the  chief  is  pretty  ex* 
tensive,  though  not  generally  so.  Some  small  revenue  is 
raised  among  the  people  and  given  to  the  chiefs. 

Determinations  for  war  or  peace^  are  generally  formed 
with  the  concurrence  and  consent  of  the  people,  who  are  as- 
sembled for  the  purpose*  The  concourse  of  people  on  sudi 
an  occasion  is  very  great.  These  assemblies  are  called 
Polabras,  and  in  them  speeches  are  made  which  display 
much  energy  and  natural  eloquence. 

Thrft  mi  adultery  are  punished  by  law,  which  shews  that 
pi-ivate  properUr  is  respected,  and  that  the  law  of  nature  is 
not  so  entirely  lost  among  that  people  as  some  affirm. 

Though  they  have  no  character  that  can  be  called  their 
own,  yet  their  language  can  be  reduced  to  a  system,  as  is 
evident  from  a  Catechism  and  Vocabulary  in  it,  which 
Mr.  Milne  obtained  at  the  Isle  of  France.  Their  learned 
men,  whom  they  call  Ombrasses,  use  th6  Arabic  character. 
They  have  some  historiies,  and  treatises  on  Physic,  Geometry, 
and  Astrology.  The  art  of  writing  is  thoi^bt  to  have  been 
introduced  by  the  Arabs. 

'  Paper  is  manufactured,  in  the  valley  of  Amboul,  from 
the  Papyrus  Nilotica,  and  called  by  the  natives  Songa 
Sanga.  Their  ink  is  prepared  from  die  bark  of  the  Aran 
Drato ;  it  is  not  so  black  as  ours,  but  has  a  finer  gloss*  Tlieir 
pens  are  made  of  bamboos. 
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Some  natives  on  the  coast  speak  a  Kttle  French  and 
English. 

Physicians  are  held  in  great  estimation  among  them.  All 
their  science  consists  in  knowing  some  aromatid^  astringent^ 
and  purgative  plants^  which  they  generally  make  a  mixture  of. 

They  know  but  little  of  aridimetic :  they  count  to  ten^  and 
add  a  branch  for  each  ten  more.  Time  is  divided  by  moons. 
Sorcery  is  generally  practised. 


CHAP.  IL 

ntLIGION— TREATMENT  OF  THE  AGED— MATRIMONY- 
CEREMONIES  RELATING  TO  CHILDREN— WAR-COM- 
MERGE- SLAVES,  &c. 

*  IT  has  been  asserted  that  the  Madagascars  have  no  re* 
ligion,  but  this  is  erroneous,  for  they  have  a  religion,  how- 
ever imperfect  it  n>ay  be.  They  acknowledge  two  great 
principles ;  one  goBd,  which  they  call  Jan  kar,  or  Great : 
Jan  also  is  interpreted  Jove,  and  har  incarnate.  To  him 
they  neither  build  temples  nor  offer  prayers ;  nor  do  they 
represent  him  under  any  visible  forms,  because  he  is  good, 
but  they  offer  sacrifices  to  him.  The  other  is  bad,  which  they 
call  Asnat.  To  him  they  reserve  always  a  portion  of  the  vic- 
tims which  they  offer  to  the  other.  The  head  of  the  family, 
or  chief,  performs  this  office. 

The  occasions  of  sacrifices  are  various,  such  as  extra- 
ordinary appeanmces  in  the  heavens,  earth,  or  sea ;  com- 
mencement of  some  grand  enterprise ;  conclusion  of  treaties, 
8cc.  On  the  conclusion  of  treaties  of  peace  the  ceremony  is 
awful :  the  blood  of  the  victim  is  mixed  with  brine  and  gun- 
powder, over  which  some  liquor  is  poured.  All  who  enter 
into  the  treaty  must  taste  it.  The  speaker  conjures  the  bad 
being  to  change  it  into  poison  to  those  who  shall  drink  it,  and 
afterwards  break  the  treaty.  According  to  the  custom  of 
ancient  nations,  the  most  dreadful  curses  are  pronounced  on 
those  who  shall  first  infringe  it. 

A  gentleman  who  was  lately  at  the  island  of  St.  Mary^ 
which  is  close  to  Madagascar,  for  three  months,  related  on 
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his  return  to  the  ble  of  France,  the  foUowbg  ceremoDj  of 
making  a  brother^  which  is  stated  id  the  iDfonnation  sent  by 
Mr.  Miloe. 

The  intention  seems  sooiethiog  like  that  of  free  masoiurj. 
AVhen  the  people  were  collected,  a  tub,  iiill  of  bull's  blood, 
was  placed  in  the  middle  of  them.  A  quantity  of  guopowder, 
with  a  pistol  or  two,  was  thrown  in;  after  which  it  was 
stirred  with  a  long  piece  of  iron,  the  point  of  which  erery 
man  touched  with  his  tongue.  The  effect  of  this  on  the 
natives  is  so  strong,  that  they  would  do  any  thing  for  tlie 
stranger  who  thus  becomes  their  brother,  yea,  even  lay  down 
their  lives  for  him.  The  same  gentleman  also  said,  that 
should  any  native  strike  a  European,  the  Chief  would  instant- 
ly order  punishment,  perhaps  death. 

They  have  some  confused  idea  of  the  creation.  The 
learned  among  them  affirm  that  the  Creator  of  heaven  and 
earth  drew,  from  the  body  of  the  first  man,  seven  women, 
who  are  the  mothers  of  the  tribes.  This  tradition  evidently 
originates  from  sacred  scripture. 

A  gentleman  related  to  Mr.  Milne  a  ceremony,  which  he 
had  witnessed  in  Madagascar,  and.  which  bears  considerable 
res^blance  to  the  Lord's  supper.  *'  A  company  is  collect- 
ed, and  a  sacrifice  killed.  A  table,  covered  with  banana 
leaves,  is  set  in  the  middle.  On  this  a  person  places,  three 
small  pieces  of  bread,  and  pieces  of  the  flesh  of  the  sacrifice 
opposite  to  the  bread,  and  a  bottle  filled  with  liquor.  Then 
the  master  of  the  family  offers  up  a  prayer  to  God  for  a 
blessing  on  his  chiktren  and  friends ;  after  which  the  bread  is 
broken,  and  the  whole  distributed  to  the  company.'* 

Aged  persons  are  universally  treated  with  respect,  and 
never  exposed,  as  in  some  pagan  countriest  Mr.  Milne 
could  not  obtain  information  of  the  kind  of  ceremony  which 
takes  place  on  the  occasion  of  marriage ;  however,  all  agreed 
that  a  plurality  of  women  is  common  to  the  chiefs^  but  that 
one  only  is  legally  betrothed;  that  the  rest  are  considered  as 
concubines ;  that  considerable  happiness  is  enjoyed  in  the 
matrimonial  state,  but  that  divorces  are  not  unconunon. 

The  circumcision  of  children  is  common  throughout  the 
island.  On  such  occasions  there  is  a  feast,  the  neighbours 
are  called,  and  a  sacrifice  is  killed.  At  the  birth  of  children 
the  soothsayers  are  consulted,  and  if  their  decbions  prove 
unfavourable,  the  poor  infants  are  exposed  to  the  wild  beasts 
in  the  woods,  l^hey  sometimes  fire  guns  on  the  birth  of 
children,  and  always  use  much  ceremony  at  the  burial  of  the 
dead. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ISLAND  OF  MADAGASCAR.  551 


Wars  are  frequent  in  Madagascar,  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  number  of  independent  govenraients^  and 
die  general  ignorance  of  the  people.  The  arms  used  pre- 
vious to  their  intercourse  with  Europeans  were  the  bow^ 
the  lance^  and  the  spear,  which  they  throw  with  much  dex- 
terity. Swords  and  fire  arms  have  been  carried  to  them  by 
Eoropoms.  The  conqueror  claims  all  that  formerly  belonged 
to  the  conquered.  In  general^  prisoners  are  not  ill  treated 
till  sold  to  Europeans. 

Cattle^  rice,  slaves,  and  cloth,  form  tbe  chief  articles  of 
export.  The  best  nee  fields  are  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  which  causes  the  people  to  remove,  and  makes 
them  more  unsettled.  They  bring  down  their  articles  to 
the  coasts  and  continue  there  till  all  be  disposed  of^  after 
which  they  return. 

Slaves  are  persons  taken  in  war,  whom  the  Arabs  and 
others  purchase  from  the  victor,  bring  down  to  the  coast^ 
and  sell  to  such  Europeans  as  traffic  in  human  beings. 
This  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  Madagascar  wars. 
Gain  prompts  the  chiefs  to  outrages^  on  purpose  to  obtain 
captives.  .■ 

Coin  is  almost  unknown  in  the  interior  of  the  island : 
they  trade  by  the  exchange  of  such  articles  as :  they  re- 
ciprocity need.  Spanish  dollars  pass  on  the  coast,  whidl 
are  sometimes  cut  into  four  parts.  They  are  very  fond  of 
powder,  ball,  fire  arms,  knives,  and  ornaments  of  various  sorts, 
European  cloths,  pictures,  fSic,  Those  who  live  in  the  towns 
on  the  sea  coasts  are  said  to  have  embraced  many  of  the 
customs  of  those  who  trade  with  them. 

There  is  a  constant  trade  carried  on  with  Madagascar 
from  Bourbon  and  the  Isle  of  France,  both  in  French  and 
English  ships.  The  trade  is  almost  exclusively  carried  on 
with  the  southern  parts  of  the  island. 

The  Island  of  Joanna,  which  is  one  of  the  Comora  Isles, 
lies  to  the  westward  of  the  north  end  of  Madagascar.  The 
chief  has  long  been  friendly  to  the  English.  He  goes  by  the 
name  of  King  George,  and  some  of  his  children  are  named 
after  some  of  the  branches  of  our  royal  family.  An  ambassa- 
dor was  lately  sent  from  this  king  to  the  governor  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  soliciting  his  assistance  against  the  people  of 
Madagascar,  who  came  over  in  boats  which  heM  forty  or 
fifty  persons,  and  plundered  their  island;  but  the  Governor 
did  not  comply  with  their  request. 
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THE    LORD'S   PRAYER  IN   THE  LANGUAGE  OF 
MADAGASCAR. 

Rait-sica  an-danghiui,  aafare  ano  bo  fissa  tife  i  faiiiap 

Father  our     tn  heaven        nmmt      thy    wkogM^ied  be   kingdom 

ano,  evi  aminaie;     amoronipo-ano       ho  efa,  iz  an  tanne, 

thy     come  to  us.    the  pUoMuret^thf  heart  be  dome         »     earth 

oucoua  an-dangbitsi.     Mahoume  anaie    ananenai     anrou- 
a$%f    in     heaven.  Groe         tom  forourmpport    day 

anne  moufe  abi.    Tane  iou  Zahaie,  O  Zanhar !  gni  fannahe- 
this    bread    all.         Remit       to  uSf      O  God !         treepaesei 

naie  ratsi  abi;  toua  zaie  mivale  i  faonahe  rasti  a  gni  rafi 
our    evil    all;      at     we  forgive        iniquities  enemies 

naie ;      aca    manatitse    anaie    vetse-vetse    ratsi :    fea  ano 

to  our ;  do  not       lead  us  in      conceptions      evil :     but  thou 

milleneza  anaie  tabin  ratsi  abi.  Amen. 
deliver       us     from    evil   aU.     Amen, 


NUMBERS. 


Rec  one 

Roue  two 

Tclou  three 

£fiat  four 

Dimi  Jive 

Henne  six 

Fitou  seven 

Valou  eight 

Civi  nine 

Polou  ten 

Polou  rec  ambe  eleven 

Polou  roue  ambe  twehe 

Roue  polou  twenty 

Telou  polou  thirtif 
Telou  polou  rec~ 

ambe 
Efiat  polou 
Efiat   polou  rec 

ambe 
Demi  polou 


one 


^thirty 
forty 
> forty  one 


Demi  polou  rec  i 

ambe 
Henne  polou 
Fitou  polou 
Valou  polou 
Civi  polou 
Zatou 

Zatou  rec  ambe^ 

Zatou  dimi  ambe  < 

Zlatou  polou  ambe  i 

Roue  zatou 

Demi  zatou 
Arrive 
Dimi  arrive 

Polou  arrive 
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Samoussi 
Azohora 
Alotarida 
Alacamari 


HEAVENLY  BODIES- 


the  Sun 
the  Mwm 
Man  ' 
Mercury 


Azoali 

Alimouzetfiiri 

Alimareche 


Jupiter 

Venus 

Saturn* 


MONTHS. 


Assaramanghitt 

Aflarabe 

Vatravati 

Safikrd 

Atsihi 

Valaseira 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 


Fossa 

Maca 

Hiahia 

Sacamasseh 

Sacave 

Voulanbitou 


July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  FRANCE.* 


THE  climate  in  the  Isle  of  France  is  generally  considered 
rather  healthy  than  otherwise,  especially  about  the  centre  of 
the  island.  In  the  vicinity  of  Port  Louis^  the  principal  ren- 
dezvous for  shipping,  and  the  seat  of  government,  the  heat  in 
the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  is  parti- 
cularly oppressive,  and  at  times  would  be  insupportable  if  it 
were  not  for  the  sea  breezes  which  generally  set  in  towards 
the  evening.  About  the  latter  end  of  January  the  hurricanes 
usually  commence;  their  duration  is  about  two  months,  and 
they  are  frequently  very  destructive  to  shipping,  plantations^ 
and  houses. 

One  observation,  which  tends  in  some  degree  to  militate 
against  the  opinion  generally  entertained  of  the  healthiness 
of  the  island  is,  that  among  the  generality  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, there  are  not  any  remarkable  appearances  of  longevity ; 
nor  are  there  any  instances  of  that  nature  on  record. 

The  productions  of  the  island  are  sugar,  ebony,  a  little 
indigo,  and  cotton :  the  latter  article  is  inferior  to  that  which 
grows  at  Bourbon ;  but  Port  Louis  is  the  general  mart  for 
all  the  products  of  Bourbon  and  the  other  islands ;  and  in 
order  that  the  other  islands  may  be  wholly  dependent  on  the 
Isle  of  France  or  Mauritius,  the  government  levy  a  heavy 
duty  on  all  products  of  the  other  islands,  when  exported 
from  the  place  of  growth  direct.  Sugar  is  not  permitted  to 
be  cultivated  on  any  of  the  islands,  except  Mauritius,  in 
order  that  the  other  islands  may  be  dependent  on  her  for 
that  necessary  article. 

The  planters  in  the  Isle  of  France  manufacture  a  species 
of  arrack  or  rum,  but  of  an  inferior  quality.    The  manioc  or 


Written;  at  my  desire,  by  a  gentleman  who  had  for  some  time  beea  m 
resident  at  Port  Louis. — ^J.  C. 
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bread-tree  has  been  introduced  there  from  Madagascar,  and 
thrives  well :  maize^  or  Indian  corn^  also  grows  well ;  this 
and  the  manioc,  form  the  principal  ingredients  of  negro 
food.  All  plants  and  fruits  found  in  tropical  blands,  are 
generally  to  be  met  with  there  in  great  abundance.  The  pine 
apple  appears  to  be  one  of  the  native  or  original  fruits  of  the 
island ;  it  grows  in  profusion,  in  different  parts,  without  any 
cultivation.  The  ginger  roo|  is  to  be  found  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  island.  Aromatic  plants  are  also  abundant:  the 
effluvia  arising  from  them  is  so  strong,  as  to  be  sensibly  felt 
on  approaching  the  island  on  the  N.W.  side. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  which 
the  whole  extent  of  the  island  displays,  on  sailing  towards 
Port  Louis.  The  beautiful  appearance  and  variety  of  the 
plantations,  some  of  which  are  carried  to  a  great  height  up 
the  sides  of  mountains  and  hills,  whose  summits  are  generally 
covered  with  various  descriptions  of  trees  and  evergreens — 
rivet  the  attention  of  the  stranger,  and  insensibly  create  in  his 
mind  the  most  pleasing  sensations. 

The  entrance  into  Port  Louis  is  extremely  difficult,  and 
cannot  be  approached  without  the  guidance  of  a  pilot :  it  is 
completely  surrounded  with  coral  banks,  which  are  increas- 
ing every  year.  In  the  harbour  are  basons  6t  to  receive  ships 
of  the  line ;  and  so  deep  and  commodious  is  the  harbour, 
that  ships  of  considerable  burthen  lie  close  in  with  the  shore. 

On  landing,  the  first  object  which  arrests  the  attention  of 
the  stranger  is  the  government  house,  an  elegant,  extensive 
building,  partly  built  of  stone  and  partly  of  wood :  it  is  built 
after  the  Indian  mode  of  architecture,  having  galleries  or  bal- 
conies projecting  out  and  running  the  whole  extent  of  the 
building  at  each  story :  upon  the  whole,  it  has  a  grand  appear- 
ance, and  is  the  only  building  worthy  of  notice  upon  the 
whole  island.  The  town  of  Port  Louis  has,  generally  speak- 
ing, a  mean  appearance ;  the  houses,  built  of  wood,  give  a 
gloom  which,  when  added  to  the  narrowness  of  the  streets 
and  the  dirt  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  causes  considerable 
disappointment  to  the  stranger,  whose  expectations  have 
been  heightened  from  the  external  appearance  of  the  island. 
The  only  other  public  buildings  are  the  police  office  and  court 
of  justice,  and  are  only  to  be  distinguished  by  being  built  of 
stone,  and  bearing  their  respective  names. 

There  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a  church  on  the 
island :  it  is  now  in  ruins>  and  no  substitute  has  yet  been 
erected.  On  making  inquiry  why  the  church  was  suffered 
to  remain  without  any  means  being  used  to  repair  it^  the  rje- 
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ply  wm8>  tbej  bad  no  monej  to  build  mooter,  nor  were  any 
applicatioiis  made  to  the  inhabitants  for  the  necessary  aid. 

The  higher  class  of  inhabitants  have  their  houses  without 
the  skirts  of  the  town.  Many  of  them  are  handsome  within, 
but  generally  have  a  mean  appearance  from  being  buih  of 
wood ;  many  of  the  houses  have  small  gardens  attached^  which 
tend  much  to  enhance  their  value. 

The  Champ  de  Mars  is  the  only  place  on  the  island  ex- 
clusively appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  public.  It  b  a  spa- 
cious  plain^  nearly  square,  and  bounded  by  hills,  at  the  foot 
of  which  are  many  elegant  cottages  and  other  buildings,  that 
give  to  the  whole  an  enchanting  appearance. 

Towards  the  upper  or  south  east  side  of  Champ  de  Mars 
stands  part  of  a  superb  monument^  erected  in  honour  of  a 
former  governor  general :  the  building  has  been  begun  upon 
a  grand  scale,  but  the  expense  to  6nish  the  whole  far  exceed- 
ing the  subscriptions,  they  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  up  the  undertaking. 

In  this  beautiful  spot  the  inhabitants,  when  the  weather 
permits,  meet  in  parties  for  hearing  military  music,  prome- 
nading, riding,  8cc.  and  seldom  retire  till  late :  then  begin 
their  balls,  concerts,  &c.  which  generally  continue  till  a  fete 
hour  the  next  morning.  The  French  on  the  island  devote 
the  ^hole  of  their  evenings  to  amusements.  The  large  theatre 
is  open  every  night  either  for  balls  or  theatricals. 

This  propensity  for  amusements  is  habitual  among  the  old 
as  well  as  the  young.  Their  minds,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  religious  and  moral  instruction,  are  depraved,  im- 
moral, and  irreligious,  to  the  utmost  possible  extent.  There 
are,  however,  a  fcw  among  them  that  are  intelligent,  scien- 
tific men,  who  contribute  to  the  support  of  an  excellent 
library,  kept  open  for  the  use  of  the  public ;  but  these,  com- 
pared with  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  are  few  indeed. 

In  general,  the  female  part  of  the  community  receive  but 
a  slender  education  :  exterior  accomplishments  and  appear- 
ance are  the  main  objects  of  all  their  pursuits.  If  a  lady  can 
dance,  sing,  and  play  music  well,  her  education  is  finished, 
and  she  is  launched  out  into  society,  with  a  vacant  mind,  un- 
susceptible, perhaps,  of  those  sentiments  of  virtue  and  prin- 
ciple so  essentially  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  female  cha- 
racter. The  education  of  the  young  men  is  not  less  slender. 
Some  families,  however,  have  taken  particular  care  in  the  edu- 
cation of  their  sons;  and  such  of  them  as  have  had  tliat  ad- 
vantage have  given  proofs  of  being  possessed  of  minds  of  no 
ordinary  stamp^ 
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The  proportioii  of  skves  to  M^hite,  and  free  people  of 
colour,  will  be  fully  ten  to  one.  Some  have  stated  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  to  be  seventy,  others  eighty  thousand;  it  would 
appear,  however,  that  these  numbers  are  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  that  fifty  thousand  may  be  considered  as  nearer  the 
mark.  Most  of  the  slaves  appear  to  be  natives  of  Mada- 
gascar and  Mosambique:  the  greater  proportion  are  from 
the  former  island^  and  are  generally  considered  more  vala- 
able,  on  account  of  their  activity,  quickness  of  appreliension, 
and  ready  turn  of  mind  in  acquiring  the  French  language ; 
they  are  also  more  easily  taught  trades,  8cc.  The  African 
slaves  being  more  passive,  are  generally  employed  on  planta- 
tions, and  not  unfrequently  substituted  in  the  place  of  beasts 
of  burthen.  All  the  merchandize  landed  at  the  Isle  of 
France  is  put  into  large  waggons  or  drays,  to  which  are 
yoked  from  twelve  to  fourteen  negroes,  and  they  drag  these 
waggons,  heavily  laden,  to  various  magazines  or  stores  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  Port  Louis.  It  has  been  stated 
that  there  are  more  than  five  hundred  slaves  who  are  set 
apart  for,  and  are  daily  employed  in,  this  degrading  work. 

The  greater  part  of  the  produce  of  the  island  is  also  trans- 
ported in  this  manner  from  the  plantations  in  the  interior  to 
the  principal  port ;  and  the  attention  and  pity  of  the  stranger 
are  frequently  arrested,  to  witness  the  distressing  scene  of 
females  indiscriminately  yoked  with  male  slaves,  to  huge 
Avaggons,  subject  to  the  oBmerdful  control  of  a  negro  driver. 

The  situation  of  a  slave,  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  is 
more  humiliating  and  oppressive  than  in  any  other  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  The  French  are  particularly  nice 
in  their  distinctions ;  for  instance,  no  male  or  female  slave* 
black  or  white,  is  permitted  to  wear  shoes;  and  it  is  from 
the  strict  adherence  to  this  petty  law,  that  a  free  black  or 
white  person  is  distinguished  from  a  slave.  The  French, 
generally  keep  all  people  of  colour  at  considerable  distance, 
and  treat  them  with  decided  contempt.  Free  blacks  aud  peo- 
ple of  colour  are  not  permitted  to  reside  in  the  centre  of  the 
town ;  they  are  obliged  to  take  up  their  residence  at  one  of 
the  extremities  of  Port  Louis ;  and  those  parts  are  distin- 
guished by  the  appellation  of  Malabar,  or  in  other  words. 
Black  Town. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  that  people  cherishing  such 
prejudices,  can  feel  desirous  of  soothing  the  condition  of 
those  unfortunate  slaves  who  are  under  their  control.  Indeed 
this  wretched  appearance  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  slaves. 
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shews  evidently  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  be  io  a  worse 
condition  than  they  really  are. 

The  various  methods  resorted  to  of  punishing  slaves,  dis- 
play an  ingenuity  of  invention  dreadfully  misapplied;  for 
mstance,  they  chain  two  slaves  together  with  an  iron  rod 
riveted  round  their  necks,  so  that  the  one  cannot  move 
or  walk  without  the  consent  of  the  other.  Slaves  are 
frequently  met  in  the  streets  having  a  large  iron  collar 
round  their  necks,  from  which  project  out,  at  equal  dis- 
tances, four  pieces  of  iron  rod  about  ten  inches  long,  and 
through  which  are  also  riveted  sharp  iron  spikes,  which  com- 
pletely disable  the  poor  creature,  who  is  doomed  to  wear  it, 
from  lying  down  to  sleep,  or  even  turning  round  bis  head. 
Tliere  are  many  other  equally  singular  contrivances ;  and  it  is 
perhaps  from  the  number  and  frequency  of  such  cruel  pu- 
nishments, that  the  inhabitants  have  lost  all  sense  of  pro- 
priety and  feeling. 

The  middling  and  lower  classes  of  inhabitants  are  in  gene- 
ral industrious,  and  there  are  among  them  many  excellent 
mechanics ;  all  the  useful  trades  are  carried  on  with  spirit 
and  success.  The  large  iron  foundery  for  casting  cannon, 
8cc.  and  the  ctxeusive  manufactory  for  all  sorts  of  hardware, 
which  belong  to  one  person,  would  do  credit  to  Birmingham 
or  any  other  manufacturing  town  in  England,  not  only  for  ex- 
tent, but  also  for  liie  ingenuity  and  quality  of  the  workman- 
ship. Ship  building  has  been  formerly  carried  on  to  consi- 
derable extent ;  and  no  part  of  the  world  affords  more  faci- 
lity for  that  purpose. 

For  these,  and  many  other  political  reasons,  the  Isle  of 
France  becomes  a  place  of  considerable  importance  in  time 
of  war,  especially  to  France,  to  whom  it  has  belonged  from 
the  time  the  Dutch  evacuated  it  in  the  year  1710. 
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THE  LORD'S  PRAYER  IN  THE  HOTTENTOt 
LANGUAGE. 

CITA   lip    ne  nanoop  na^  sa  ons     anoohe^       sa     koop 
Our  Father  the   heaven    in,  thy  name  hallowed  be^  thy  kmgthm 

ba,     sa     ei        i       boop  ei   ne  nanoop  nakoommi^cita 
come^    thy  will  be  done  earth    on  the    heaven    in        as       our 

cecorobe  berip   inata     neci,    i    cita  soorootikoo    oobekata 
daily      bread  give  vs  this  day  and  our        debts         forgive  us 
cita  soorooti  aukoo  citee  oobeka  koommi^    i    ta      oowa 
our  indebted    men      we    forgive        asy       and  not    temptation 

keikata*    gawe  ooreta  eip    ga;     o      sa      ne     koop     ke, 
lead  in  us f     but  deliver  us  tvil  from  ;  for  thine   the  kingdom   isj 

i    de    keip^    i    de     isa    i       amo:      Amen. 
and  the  power,  and  the  glory  in  eternity. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  Hottentot  word  t  is  u^ed  in 
three  difftrent  senses.  Ist.  for  be  done-r-^A.  for  and — Si. 
for  in.  The  word  ei  is  also  used  for  will  and  on.  But  they 
distinguish  the  different  senses  in  which  they  use  such  words 
by  certain  remarkable  claps  or  clacks  of  the  tongue^  of  which 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  convey  any  idea  on  paper.  How- 
ever^ were  a  European  fully  acquainted  with  the  different  kinds 
of  claps^  clacks^  or  inarticulate  sounds^  he  might  be  able  to 
reduce  them  to  classes^  and  invent  certain  signs  for  each. 


HOTTENTOT  WORDS. 

Allip 

dog                 , 

Kaip 

road 

Aup 

man 

Kaka 

to  teach 

Aup 

blood 

Kaka  aup 

teacher 

Awi 

rain 

Kauip 

book  letter 

Ceb 

day 

Kap 

brother 

Cisen 

work 

Kaukakas 

spirit 

Een 

parents 

O 

death 

Gau 

power 

Oab 

son 

Gau  aup 

king 

Oeip 

lif^ 

lip 

father 

Om 

houit 

Is 

mother 

Tarao 

woman 

Kaap 

horse 

Tikag 

sister 
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VARIOUS  WORDS  AND  PHRASES. 


THE  LORDS  PRAYER  IN  THE  CORANNA 
LANGUAGE. 


Sita  ienp  Tomie  na  kiip 

tsa  oDee  thaa  tgy  tgy 

tfla  chaoop  koo  ha 

tfla  tymp  aapie 

ie  bom  na  kghoma  aie  boop 


Oitr  Father  who  art  in  keaven 

kaUtmedhe  thy  name 

thy  kingdom  come 

thy  will  he  done 

in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaoen 


maadaa  hoowaa  t2ee  koo  breep  gjfoe  %u  this  day  our  daily  bread 
tooo  baa  daa  and  forgive  us  onr  ddfts 

tgbaa  tre  sita  taa  whie  kgho- 1 

baa  tno  ba  camaaatta  boo*  >ar  we  forgive  our  debtors 


rootie  haa  kghoiua 
thaa  00  kaa  daa  orickoo  u 
t80  koo  goo  orecdaa 
tzaads  oo  baa  kaoo  kghoo 
otghyp  oien  Zaap 
o  kaa  teep.    Amen. 


and  lead  us  not  into  temptation 
but  deliver  us  from  evil 

for  thine  is  the  kingdom 
the  power  and  the  glory 

for  ever  and  ever.    Amen, 


NAMACQUA  WORDS  AND  PHRASES, 

Sookwap 

God,  also  a 
sore  knee 

Ne  eicha  aub 

the  bad  man 

Madicah 

hawdoycmdo 

'  spirit y  or  the 

Moosh 

^ 

Kankakaas 

J    teacher     of 

Moorry 

eyes 

1  [   our  hearts 

Kommat 

cow 

Noofioop 

heaven 

Komadi 

cows 

Soret 

sun 

Dsaai 

calf 

Kahw 

moon 

Dsauu 

calves 

Dadti 

'  eternal^  eter- 
'     nity 

Brii 

Bridi 

goat 
goals 

Koin 

fiunt,   or  hu- 

Comab 

ox 

wumbeing 

Comacoo 

oxen 

Anb 

man,  or  hus* 
'     band 

Haap 

horse 

xxuu 

Haarn 

hones 

Darras 

woman 

Eidab 

fUa 

Ummi 

house 

Eidagoo 

JUas 

Ummi  amt 

(the    door  of 
the  house 

Eama 
Ooip 

water 
lite 

De  coocho  aub'  the  rich  man 

Anngha 

hens 

De  cuo  aub 

the  poor  pum 
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CAFFRE  WORDS. 

Upsough 

mgkt 

Sieakaka 

scoen 

Iinine 

dm, 

Thoba 

eight 

Quomso 

morning 

Ammasouma- 

nine 

Kwakoubzou 

€T€ttUtg 

BMiei 

Le  langa 

the  sun 

Soume 

ten 

Injanga 
Kwiokw^es 

tkefnoom- 

Sv^aflBemabini 

twenty 

start 

Umkhoulo 

hundred 

Isonlou 

the  heacen 

Vella 

from 

Ammafott 

clouds 

Aa 

to 

Doudouma 

.    thunder 

Pagate 

tfi 

Qiiefe 

snots 

Ou 

^ftl 

Mo}a 

.  titetulMd         1 

Nt»m 

ani 

Thokoloze 

thedoM 

Iq 

with 

lB¥0tfla 

the  ram 

Impi 

anenemy 

Umptzlaba 

the  earth 

Lamba 

hunger 

Loaeoze 

the  sea 

Bao 

father 

Intaba 

amauntaiu 

Ounina 

mother 

Umlilo 
Ammaenzi 

water 

tf  ifithaka  ba6 

'  faher^sontor 
brother 

Outjaen 

grass  ^ 

Toembi 

agirl 

Emazimbo 

com 

ladaduir 

a  sister 

Jnzk>u 

ahouse 

Klogo 

the  head 

UmkaDgo 

ihedo&r 

Amesj  to 

theeyi 

Bombo 

spoon 

Mtoai6ii 

fhemaath 

Sousou 

warm 

Mliitne 

ike  tongue 

Mina 

I 

Lebe 

the  lips 

Wenna 

thou 

iTamma 

JUsh 

Tiim 

i$e 

Za«i 

hlaod 

L<MIMltOll 

t% 

IHdodH 

aman 

Ewa 

Sfes 

VmhA 

a  woman 

Akkoo 

not 

Maez 

a  cow 

Akbou 

none 

Metole 

acalf 

To^ 

one 

Kabi 

anoK 

Mabini 

two 

Maeq 

ahorse 

SouDtatoo 

three 

Inbowzi 

a  goat 

Sienoe 
Sient  lanou 

Jour 
five 

Inbou 
tnUka 

a  sheep 
a  bird 

Sientaendatou 

sUt 

Kdtikotikaii 

ttheh 
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PROVISIONAL  CHURCH  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  BA- 
TAVIAN  COLONY  AT  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE.* 


GENERAL  PRINCIPLE  AND  REGULATIONS. 

AmTicLE  L 
ALL  commuoities  worehippiiig  t  Supreme  Being  for  the 
promotion  of  virtue  and  good  monk,  shall  enjoy  in  this 
colony  an  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

n. 

Every  community  shall  confess  its  persuasion  openly  with- 
out improperly  taxing  that  of  another^  and  shall  permit  every 
one  free  access  to  its  meetings. 

III. 

No  exclusive  privileges  are  attached  to  any  relq;ious  con- 
fession in  society. 

IV. 

None  shall  be  permitted  to  perform  any  divine  service, 
nor  keep  public  meetings^  except  with  die  perfect  knowlec^e 
of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 


*  These  ngalutkm  were  made  by  the  Dotdi  Goveniiiient»  in  die 
iDtenrsl  between  the  mtoration  and  recaptore  of  the  Cdooy  by  the 
English. 
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V. 

Goverament  permits  every  commuiii^  the  free  explanatioD 
of  their  particular  doctrinej  and  never  make  any  decision  or 
regulation  therein.  It  however  preserves  the  unalienable 
power  to  judj^e  wha,t  effect  such  doctrine  has  uppn  the  public^ 
and  upon  the  minds  and  behaviour  of  the  inh^itants.  It  is 
obliged  to  oppose,  prevent  or  moderate  thos^  effects  in  case 
they  may  be  found  prejudicial.  The  clergymen  are  obliged 
in  their  public  or  private  instructions  to  conform  in  this 
respect  to  the  regulations  of  Government.  Any  opposition 
is  aisobedieoceto  Uie  law  and  a  violation  of  good  ord^r• 

VL 

No  houses  may>  for  the  purpose  of  performing  divine  ser- 
vice^ of  whatever  community  it  may  be^  be  erected  or  rebuilt 
except  with  the  knowledge  of,  and  after  having  obtained  due 
permission  from  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

VIL 

No  public  meetings  of  devotion  ma^  be  held  at  any 
other  time  than  the  usual  Sundays  or  holidays  and  in  public 
churches  without  due  permission  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  bein|r»  and  then  always  under  the  guidance  and  at  the 
responsibnity  of  the  ijualified  consistory  of  that  community^ 
to  which  those  persons  belong  who  wish  to  hold  these  sepa- 
rate meetings.  The  consistory  nnist  take  care  that  no  irregu- 
larities t^ke  place^and  that  no  doctrine  be  taught  inconsistent 
with  good  morals  or  with  the  tranquillity  of  society. 

VIII. 

No  commuuity  shall  increase  the  number  of  its  public  cler- 
gymen without  express  permission  from  the  Governor  for  the 
time  beings  who  has  a  nght  to  judge  of  the  necessity  thereof, 

IX. 

No  community  shall  appoint  a  public  clergyman  who  has 
not  previously  obtained  the  right  of  residence  from  the 
Governor. 

X. 

No  clergymen  are  permitted  to  preach  in  public  who  have 
not  previously  gone  through  the  r^ular  universities^  have 
given  testimonies  of  their  abilities^  and  thereby  have  beeu 
regularly  ordained  as  is  customary  in  each  community. 
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XI. 

No  periQU  oot  being  r<^ulMrl]f  Qrdmed^i  hi^iig  p^  «pd 
subjected  Xo  particular  ^ocieiies,  compoacd  of  q^^ml^efa  from 
one  or  aaore  connmoitieiu  df^M  b«  tvlenit^  in  this  coloi^ 
for  the  purpo«e  oi  ^xerciaing  any  pari  pf  ^  ojSce  of  piiUic 
or  private  preacher j,  aa  a  mi^sioQary  from  luch  9Qcieliea 
among  apy  of  the  christian  communitjes^  either  at  pre- 
vent or  that  may  in  future  he  eftahlished  with  publii;  aur 
thority, 

XII. 
No  one  it  permitted  to  give  any  public  or  private  instruc- 
tions of  religion  in  this  colony  except  after  having  duly  ob- 
tained p^mission  to  reside  here^  having  eone  throi^h  hitf 
examination^  and  being  declared  duly  qualified  to  instruct^ 
by  the  consistory  of  that  community  to  which  he  belongs. 

xiir. 

All  such  as  have  been  sent  hither  from  Holland  by  lawful 
authority  for  that  purpose^  and  have  given  information  that 
they  are  desirous  of  proceeding  directly  from  hence  under 
the  name  of  missionaries  to  teach^  and  encourage  religion, 
and  civilize  the  Heathen  beyond  the  limits  of  tnis  CQionyi 
deserve  for  such  a  laudable  undertaking  all  possible  asabtance^ 
encouragemer\t^  and  aupportj  from  government. 

XIV. 

The  governor  for  the  time  being  can  fix  the  number^  as 
well  as  the  residence  of  those  who  have  given  information  of 
being  desirous  to  exercise  the  same  duties  among  the  Hot- 
tentotSji  in  as  Celt  as  the  original  natives  of  this  colony  inhabit 
separate  villages  or  kraals^  removed  from  the  Christians  and 
stand  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  government  of 
this  colony. 

No  one  whosoever  shall  be  allowed  to  do  the  same  without 
having  previously  obtained  permission  from  the  Governor; 
in  which  case  no  missionary  shall  be  allowed  to  interfere  any 
further  with  the  social  state  of  these  Hottentots  than  may  be 
permitted  him  by  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

XV. 

A|lt  indigent  persons  must  be  supported  out  of  the  dona- 
tJons  collected  by  each  community^  they  bring  persons  be- 
longing to  that  community. 
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XVI. 
It  is  permitted  to  any  persoo^  posseMiog  hit  sound  reason^ 
and  having  attained  the  age  of  maturity,  to  address  himself 
to  one  or  other  community  of  this  place,  according  to  his 
choice,  and  to  cause  himself  to  be  inscribed  as  a  member  of 
that  community;  and  likewise  to  alter,  voluntarily,  as  to 
the  choice  he  has  made«  But  as  long  as  there  is  no  positive 
declaration  to  the  contrary,  good  order  requires  that  every 
person  be  bound  to  belong  to  some  community  of  which  his 
parents  are  members,  or  in  which  he  has  been  baptized.  In 
case  the  parents  belong  to  different  communities,  the  child 
must  belong  to  that  of  the  father ;  unless  some  other  arrange- 
ment has  taken  phce  between  the  fiither  and  mother* 

XVII. 
The  public  schools  tending  for  the  instruction  of  youth  do 
not  belong  to  any  particular  community.  They  are  semina- 
ries for  the  purpose  of  forming  good  citizens  for  the  state^ 
and  as  such  thev  are  under  the  immediate  superintendance 
and  direction  of  God^ 
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INQUIRIES. 


Tkefolkmng  list  ofin^pmie$  whkk  I  immlbf  made  in  the  differed 
anaUriei  which  l  vitUed^  mtof  probMt^  auitt  other  traoeUere  ami 
missumaries. 

1.  What  conceptions  have  the  people  of  this  country  of  9 

supreme  being  i 
2  Have  they  any  knowledge  of  the  soul  of  man  ? 
S  Have  they  any  notions  respecting  a  future  state  i 

4  Have  they  any  knowledge  of  creation,  or  how  the  things 

which  they  see  came  into  being  ? 

5  Have  they  an^  notion  of  a  providence,  or  the  government 

of  an  invisible  asent,  or  being  ? 

6  What  opinions  do  they  entertain  respecting  the  heavenly 

bodies? 

7  What  opinions  have  they  respecting  the  extent  of  the  world  i 

8  Have  they  any  knowledge  of  other  countries  i 

9  Is  there  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  dispositions  of  their 

children  ? 

10  How  do  they  treat  their  children? 

11  What  are  the  amusements  of  their  children  ? 

12  What  are  the  employments  of  their  youth  ? 

13  Do  parents  give  any  instruction  to  their  children  ? 

14  Are  they  severe  in  punishing  their  children  ? 

15  Do  any  arts  eiist  among  them  ? 

16  Do  they  marry^  and  what  is  the  form? 

17  What  diseases  are  they  subject  to  ? 

18  Are  any  medicines  used  by  them  ? 

19  Are  any  operations  on  the  body  performed  by  them? 

20  What  is  done  for  healing  a  broken  limb  ? 

21  How  do  they  treat  their  sick  ? 

22  How  do  they  appear  affected  at  the  approach  of  death  i 
2S  How  are  they  affected  by  the  death  of  friends  ? 

24  What  are  the  ceremonies  of  their  funerals  ? 

25  Have  they  any  forms,  or  religious  rites  among  them  ? 
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26  Is  aay  thing  like  witchcraft  practised  i 

27  Do  they  ever  travel  to  other  lands  ? 

28  Have  they  any  traditions  among  them  i 

29  Have  they  any  knowledge  of  their  responsibility  for  their 

actions  i 

50  Are  they  quarrelsome  i 

51  Is  it  difficult  to  bring  parties  to  a  reconciliation  ? 

52  Are  they  disposed  to  use  means  to  reconcile  those  who 

have  quarrelled  ?    *        - 

33  How  do  persons  of  superior  talents  discover  them  i 

34  Are  any  monuments  of  antiauity  existing  among  them  f 

35  Do  they  go  to  war  with  their  neighbours  i 
S6  What  are  the  ordinary  causes  of  dieir  wars? 
37  What  are  the  results  of  their  wars  i 

S8  Do  they  take  prisoners  in  war  i 

39  How  are  these  treated? 

40  Does  slavery  of  any  kind  exist  among  them  ? 

41  Is  civilization  on  the  mcrease  or  decrease  among  them  i 

42  Do  any  of  the  natives  ever  visit  Cape-town  ? 
4S  What  influence  has  such  a  journey  on  them  ? 

44  Do  they  complain  much  of  their  hardships  ? 

45  What  are  their  sentiments  respecting  the  civilized  ? 

46  Are  there  any  remarkable  instances  of  fidelity  or  treachery 

among  them  ? 

47  How  do  they  generally  treat  strangers  ? 

48  Are  they  cruel  to  the  brute  creaUon  i 

49  Do  those  who  live  on  the  sea  coast  go  a  fishing  ? 

50  How  do  they  catch  game  ? 

51  Are  they  inclined  to  imitate  the  manners  and  customs  of 

people  more  civilized  than  themselves  ? 

52  Are  they  indolent^r  industrious  ? 

53  Do  they  feel  inducements,  or  perceive  motives  to  industry  ? 

54  Is  old  age  common  amoi^  them,  and  how  are  the  aged 

treated  ? 

55  Do  they  make  any  provision  for  the  family  they  are  to 

leave  behind  ? 

56  Have  they  an^  method  of  making  ardent  spirits  P 

57  What  are  their  amusements  ? 

58  What  is  supposed  to  be  their  population  ? 

59  What  is  the  extent  of  the  country  i 

60  What  is  the  nature  of  their  government  ? 

61  Have  they  any  commerce  ? 

62  What  articles  do  they  exchange,  and  what  do  they  receive 

in  return  ? 

63  Have  they  any  forms  at  births,  marriages,  and  funerals  ? 
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Ntmes. 

Stations. 

Native  CooDtiy. 

Messrs.  Albright 

Mamacqua  Country 

Suabia. 

Andbrsoit 

Griqaa  Country 

EmgUmd. 

Bakkee 

SfeUenboth 

H^UoMd. 

Bartlvi 

Tlltopolii 

Mugltmd. 

CORKBlt 

Betbelsdofp 

UtMiO'^oyi* 

Ebner 

Namacqua  Country 

Antpaeh. 

Helm 

Orlam  Kraal,  Great  River  MccUenhurgL 

Janz 

Griqua  Country 

UoOmd. 

Kramer 

Tulbach  Drosdy 

Do. 

MttSER 

Bothdsdorp 

Hetit. 

Pacalt 

HoogeUdttntot  Kraal 

Makmia. 

Read 

Bethelidorp 

EMgUnd. 

8Bi0BKrAMR  Zuwrbrik  Kraal 

Hate. 

Smxt 

Bushman  Country 

Batbud. 

SCHMELBX 

Namacqua  Country 

JaOHOV^* 

Sa88 

Orlam  Kraal,  Great  River  Pruuitu 

Tbom 

Cape-town 

Ulbricht 

Theopolii 

&NIMt|f* 

V08 

Rodesand    • 

Holkmd. 

WiMMER 

BethalMkra 

AuHriM, 
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UNSOLICITED  CONTRIBUTIONS  RECEIVED  DURING 
THE  JOURNEY,  IN  AID  OF  IT. 


AT  BETHELSDORP. 

FROM  William  ValentiDej  sen.  the  loan  of  tweWe  oxea 
from  Bethelsdorp  to  Graham's  town. 

From  William  Valentine,  jun.  twelve  oxen  from  ditto 
to  ditto. 

From  different  persons,  the  loan  of  twenty  oxen  from 
Graham's  town  to  Graaf  Reynet. 

From  others,  the  loan  of  twenty  oxen  for  the  whole 
journey. 


GRAAF  REYNET  AND  SNEUBERG. 

Mr.  Kicherer,  one  small  k^  of  spirits,  one  bag  of  bis- 
cuits, one  ditto  dried  fruit. 

Mr.  Hendrick  Meyntjes,  one  cask  of  wine,  one  sack  of 
flour,  one  ditto  biscuits;  oranges  and  lemons. 

Jacobus  Van  Eerden,  one  horse,  ten  loaves,  two  cheeses, 
one  sheep ;  vegetables. 

Mr.  Fisher,  Landdrost,  one  large  cheese. 

Bererd  Burgers,  four  sacks  of  flour,  one  ditto  bread,  two 
sheep;  vegetables. 


GRIQUA  COUNTRY. 

Adam  Kok,  (a  Griqua  Chief,)  and  people  of  Griqum 
town,  the  loan  of  thirty  oxen  fVom  the  Great  River  to 
Griqua  town,  and  ten  from  Griqua  tovra  to  Hardcastle. 
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'  Adam  Kok^  otie  ox  for  slaughter. 

B.  Bern,  (a  Griqua  Chief)  and  people  of  Hardcasde, 
loan  of  thirty  oxen  from  English  Ford  to  Read  Ford  on  the 
Great  River. 

DittOy  thirty  oxen  from  Malalareen  River  to  Griqua 
town. 

Ditto^  thiitj  oxen  from  Griqua  town  to  Vicars  Place 

Ditto,  fourteen  oxen  from  Vicars  Place  to  Orlam  Kwil, 
Great  River. 

From  different  persons,  one  sack  and  a  Imlf  of  flour. 

Adam  Kok,  Jan-  Hendrick>-  and  Cupido  Kok,  travelled 
as  interpreters,  without  pay  nient*  from  Griqua  town  to  Lat- 
takoo  and  Malapeetzee ;  a  journey  of  six  weeks 


LATTMOO. 
King  Mateebe,  a  present  of  two  oxen. 


ORLAM  KRAAL,  GREAT  RIVER,  ke. 

Cornelius    Kok,  jun.  a  present   of  a   young   bull   for 
slaughter :  loan  of  fourteen  oxen  to  Pella. 

mr.  Albrecht,  Pella,  loan  of  forty  oxen  to  Silver  Foun- 
tain,  across  an  extensive  desert. 

Cornelius  Kok,  sen.  Silver  Fountain;  thirty  oxen  for 
two  days'  joOmey. 

Geis  Uer,  a  boor  at  Kromelberg ;  lo^  of  twenty-four 
oxen  for  one  day's  journey. 

Mrs.  Smith,  at  Four-and-twentieth  River;  four  loaves, 
butter,  and  milk. 

Mr.  Onkruydt,  President  of  the  Burgher  Senate,  and 
family,  Cape<ptown;  a  variety  of  articles  necessary  for  the 
journey. 

Mr.  Casper  Hammes,  jun.  Cape-town,  repaired  the 
waggons,  gratis,  after  the  journey. 

The  boors  of  Sneuberg,  of  whom  were  purchased  fifty 
sheep  for  a  hundred  rix-^ollars  for  the  journey,  sent  me  an 
intimation  by  Mr.  Kicherer,  on  my  return  to  Cape-town, 
that  they  designed  to  return  the  money,  through  him,  to  the 
Society. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Onkruydt,  and  afterwards  of  Mr. 
Kenneth  Duncan,  his  son-in-law,  were  comfortable  homes  to 
me,  during  the  whole  of  my  residence  at  Cape-town;  and  in 
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the  same  way  was  the  hoii30  of  Mr*  K^jfetp  U  SKeHeiib09di> 
dttriag  n^  residence  ia  that  town. 

I  have  UkenHse  a  thounapd  civUMied  IQ  %ri0K»wMge  from 
others,  whom  I  have  not  named. 


Pofchased  for  and  during  Ike  jouraej  My-dlree  oxen;  of 
these. 

Died  ••••• ,,,..•••..•,  MX 

Left  bdttfd  side     ^•^  10 

Lost  1 a 

%2 


One  Horse,  indeed  our  only  one,  died  in  Nanuu^ua  hind^ 
after  crossing  the  desert. 
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REMARKS  ON  MR.  UCHTENSnTEIN'S  OBSERVATIONS  RES- 
PECTING THE  MISSIONARIES  IN  AFRICA. 

SINCE  my  journal  v^ent  to  press^  a  quarto  volume  haa, 
been  put  into  my  hands^  intitled  ^  Travels  in  Southeca 
Africa^  by  Henry  Ucbtenstein/'  a  German  gentleman^  that 
I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  various  objection^ 
vrhicb  he  brings  against  our  missions  in  that  country. 

Though  his  travels^  relate4  in  that  volume^  were  confined^ 
to  die  colony^  or  that  part  of  Africa  inhabited  by  Hottentota 
and  Dutch  farmers^  yet  his  book  contains  much  infbrmatioa 
concerning  the  state  of  affairs  whep  the  colony  vras.  under  the 
Dutch  Government. 

Iti  page  143  he  speaks  of  a  swarm  (jf  missionaries  having 
completely  spoiled  the  ladies  of  Rodezand^  (a  village  about 
forty  miles  from  the  Cape>)  because  they  had  laid,  aside 
what  he  terms,  the  lively  feelings  of  youth,  and  betaken 
diemselves  to  prayer  and  praising  of  God,  contrary,  aa  he 
says,   to   the  wishes  of  their  regular  clergyman,   who  en^- 
couraged  cheerfulness  among  the  young  people.     He  did  so> 
and  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  the  missionaries,  one  iiv- 
stance  of  which  will  explain  his  turn  of  mind.     One  of  our 
Dutch  missionaries  was  extremely  averse  to  riding  on  horse-* 
back>  as  it  shook  his  feeble  frame  almost  to  pieces.    Tbi3 
clergyman  determined,  however,  that  he  should  have  a  rid^ 
to  Gftpe-town^-Accordingly,  he  sent  for  the  missionary,  in 
great  haste,  on  a  Lord's  day  morning,  and  informed  bim, 
that  he  had  just  received  an  order  from  the  Governor,  de^ 
siring  him  to  come  to  Cape- town  to  converse  with  him  on 
some  point  connected  with  his  work,  and  a  horse  was  reac^ 
for  him  to  mount.    The  poor  young  man,  from  his  anxiety 
about  this  order  of  the  Governor,  got  ready  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  with  fear  and  trembling  for  the  consequences  of 
a  ride,  mounted  the  horse,  and  the  clergyman  had  the  satis* 
faction  to  see  him  in  motion  before  he  himself  mounted  the 
pulpit.      However,   when  he  thought  the  miasionary  had 
been  sufficiently  jolted,  he  dispatched  a  man  after  him,  to 
inform  him  that  the  whole  was  a  hoax. 
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I  had  also  an  opportunity  of  visitipg  the  ladies  at  Rode* 
Zand,  and  must  say  that  I  witnessed  as  much  vivaci^  and 
cheerfuhiess  among  them  as  amoBg  any  other  ladies  in  the 
colony,  though  not  manifested  in  the  manner  that  Mr.  L. 
most  approved,  by  attending  dancing  parties.  Nor  did  I  find 
them  such  enemies  to  music  as  he  represents  them ;  for  I  wit- 
nessed many  of  them  assembled  in  the  house  of  our  mission- 
ary, where  there  was  an  organ  playing ;  and  they  were  em- 
ployed in  sbging  with  it,  but  the  words  were  hymns. 

Mr.  L.  not  only  blames  the  missionaries  for  perverting  the 
taste  of  the  ladies  of  Rodezand,  but  likewise  of  the  hrmer 
clergyman,  who,  he  says,  was  ignorant  and  illiterate,  and 
preached  the  doctrine  of  every  one  devoting  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  salvation  of  his  own  soul ;  a  doctrine,  he  says, 
not  only  utterly  destructive  of  all  social  affection,  but  even 
of  all  attention  to  the  necessary  occupations  of  life.  What- 
ever this  clergyman  might  be,  his  doctrine  was  according  to 
scripture,  only  taking  the  word  entirely  in  a  restricted  sense. 
He  could  not  mean,  that  they  were  not  to  attend  to  the  ne- 
cessary duties  of  life,  but  to  direct  their  chief  attention  to 
that  most  important  of  all  concerns,  the  everlasting  happiness 
of  their  own  souls — ^'  The  one  thing  needful." 

When  I  visited  the  clergyman  whom  Mr.  L.  represents  as 
condemning  the  piety  of  the  ladies  of  Rodezand,  a  short 
time  before  his  death,  instead  of  speaking  against  the  conduct 
of  our  missionary  there,  he  spoke  highly  in  commendation 
of  him,  and  freely  consented  to  our  sending  missionaries  to 
the  Cedar  mountains,  a  distant  and  very  destitute  part  of  his 
district.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  call  in  (]|uestion  the  ve- 
racity of  Mr.  L.  in  what  he  says  of  his  sentiments,  for  he 
was  a  man  who  delighted  indroUery;  and  the  colony  abounds 
with  curious  anecdotes  respecting  him.  Whether  his  drollery 
was  suitable  to  the  office  he  sustained,  I  leave  to  the  judg- 
ment of  him  to  whose  bar  he  is  gone. 

In  page  235  Mr.  Lichtenstein  commences  his  remarks  on 
Bethelsdorp  and  Vanderkemp.  That  settlement,  it  should 
be  recollected,  was  then  but  lately  begun ;  he  says  it  was 
then  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Algoa  bay,  now  it  is  about 
eight  miles.  He  speaks  of  the  Hottentot  houses  beipg 
mean,  which  undoubtedly  they  must  have  been;  however  he 
allows  that  by  means  of  the  instructions  they  received,  from 
being  riotous  and  troublesome,  they  were  become  peaceable. 
In  the  succeeding  page  he  asserts  ''  that  the  utility  which 
might  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been  derived  from  it, 
was  lost  by  the  overjnom  spirit,  and  proud  humility  of  its 
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head/'    Whatever  Mr.  L.  may  mean  by  this  strange  ex- 

fression^  the  real  cause  had  not  occurred  to  him.  The 
>octor;  as  his  friend  Mr.  Read  informed  me^  had  no 
knowledge  of  agriculture;  and  having  formed^  early  in  life^ 
habits  of  close  study,  he  had  no  taste  for  field  labour;  he 
left  it  to  others;  and  no  doubt  through  this  defect  the  in- 
stitution greatly  suffered :  but  his  piety  or  zeal  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Hottentots  had  no  concern  in  producing  or  con- 
tinuing this  defect.  The  religion  revealed  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament can  never  be  an  obstruction  to  the  temporal  good  of 
mankind,  but  must  have  an  opposite  tendency;  at  the  same 
time  defects  in  its  teachers  may  be  unfavourble  to  these. 

In  the  same  page  he  informs  us  that  the  Hottentots  under 
Dr.  Vanderkemp  '^  sang  praises  to  God,  called  upon  him 
*'  by  prayer,  were  heartily  penitent  for  their  sins,  and  con- 
**  versed  of  the  Lamb  of  atonement^  yet  none  were  real/y 
*^  the  better  for  it."  Will  any  man  who  fears  God^  and 
believes  his  revelation,  believe  this  ?  Impossible !  They 
might  not  have  better  houses^  more  fields^  or  more  cattle; 
but  if  they  were  heartily  penitent  for  past  sins^  and  loved  to 
talk  of  the  atoning  Lamb  of  God^  they  must  have  been 
better  men  and  women  in  the  sight  of  God^  and  of  all  wise 
and  good  men;  but  things  which  appear  excellent  in  the 
aight  of  God^  are  often  despised  by  those  who  are  unfriendly 
to  true  godliness. 

I  observe  also  that  from  what  this  author  writes,  the 
reader  might  suppose^  that  persons  coming  to  missionary 
settlements  are  supported  by  the  missionaries;  but  the 
public  may  rest  assured  that  no  part  of  the  Society's  funds  is 
appropriated  to  such  a  purpose;  and  the  missionaries  are 
Qoable  to  do  it;  of  necessity  therefore  every  one  coming  to 
them  must  in  some  way  provide  for  himself.  Indeed  it 
would  be  extremely  sinful  to  support  in  idleness^  such  as  are 
able  to  work ;  but  having  few  wants  they  can  more  easily 
support  themselve3  than  Europeans. 

The  report  which  Mr.  Lichtenstein  heard  while  his  work 
was  in  the  press,  of  Dr.  V.  having  married  a  very  young 
slave,  whose  freedom,  with  that  of  her  mother's  he  had 
purchased,  is  correct;  but  the  rest  of  the  report  I  believe  to 
be  incorrect,  viz.  that  they  did  not  live  together  as  man  and 
wife,  for  he  has  left  behind  him,  by  her,  two  fine  boys,  one 
I  think  about  eight  years  of  age  and  the  other  six,  to  whom 
and  their  mother  he  has  bequeathed  his  property.  The 
truth  is  the  Doctor  was  an  eccentric  man  and  did  eccentric 
things,  which  it  is  not  my  business  to  vindicate. 
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REMARKS  ON  "^  JOURNAL  OF  A  RfiSIBBNCE  IN  IHDIAw'' 


[When  the  Printer  had  nearly  finithed  thk  Appendix^  a  friend  i 

cated  to  me  a  paragraph  transenbedfrxm  the  Jonmal  of  a  R^ideDoe 
in  India,  by  Miss  Maria  Graham,  page  176.  7%»  Uufy^  it  seems^ 
spent  ft  few  days  at  Cdpe-ttmn^  in  her  wiiy  to  India^  and  with  no  other 
data  than  flimsy  reports,  she  is  bold  enostgh  to  c0tr  to  the  public  the 
most  gross  misrepresentations  qf  the  laborious  missionaries  m  South 
Africa.    Her  words  are  these :] 

**  MOST  of  tke  African  iiii8sieinirie«>  when  diey  go 
into  the  interior)  collect  a  tribe  of  savages  round  tbem^ 
nvho  are  wiHing  to  be  baptized,  and  to  pray  and  sii^ 
psalms^  as  long  as  the  missionaries'  store  of  brandy  lasts;  bvt 
when  that  is  done^  they  return  to  their  native  bafefits,  only 
more  wretched  from  the  artificial  wants  created  by  a  parM 
'(icqoiintlAice  with  ^ropeans.  Th^  Moravians^  on  tte  con- 
trary^ instruct  their  proselytes  to  sow  corn,  to  rear  domesfe 
snimaifi^  and  to  manufacture  articles  of  various  khids^  which 
ar<e  brought  to  Gape-town  and  sold;  and  With  the  produce^ 
hoarse  stufib  for  clothing,  ind  raw  itoaterials  for  the  mariiF> 
Aetures  are  bought.  Having  thus  laid  a  foundation  for  Mder- 
standing  the  necessffy  of  tooral  regulation,  by  introducing  the 
leomforts  of  society,  the  Moravians  preach  Cbrislianity,  wMk 
an  incalculable  advantage  over  those  blind  etottvumM,  wb», 
ttegt^ting  to  prepare  their  converts  for  tive  t>i^ef  of  real 
Christianity,  by  shewing  diem  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  practice  it  enjoins,  address  themselves  to  their 
passions  and  their  credulity,  and  bribe  them  into  bapdsm, 
only  to  leave  them  in  a  worse  state  than  that  in  which  they 
found  them."    Journal  f)fa  Residence  in  India ,  p.  176. 

The  foregoing  pages  of  this  work,  together  with  the  ob- 
servations on  Lichtenstein's  travels,  afibrd  so  foil  a  refutation 
of  Miss  Graham's  slanders,  as  to  render  further  remarks  un- 
necessary. The  reader  wiB  perceive  by  what  has  been  said 
^f  Betbelsdorp,  Griqua>to\iii  and  other  places,  that  the 
Missionaries  are  anxious  to  promote  the  civilization  of  the 
natives,  that  they  have  succeeded,  in  various  instances,  to  as 
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great  an  extent  as  could  be  reasonably  eipected  in  the  time^ 
and  that  far  greater  degrees  of  cultivation  may  be  confidently 
looked  for.  Civilization  is  muck  slower  in  its  progress  than 
the  inexperienced  are  inclined  to  suppose.  It  is  easy  to  say^ 
might  not  this  and  the  other  thing  be  introduced  among  the 
uncivilized,  but  many  are  the  obstacles  which  cannot  be 
foreseen  by  people  unaccustomed  to  intercourse  with  a  rude 
and  undisciplined  race..  It  is  really  cruel  for  a  writer  tlras 
wantonly,  and  on  mere  tea-table  authority^  to  traduce  the 
character  of  those  worthy  and  laborious  men  who  have  re- 
linquished the  comforts  of  European  life,  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  savages.  Her  insinuations  about  bribing  by  the 
brandy  bottle* are  as  false  as  they  are  base;*  nor  is  she  better 
informed  concerning  the  method  purstied  by  the  Moravian 
Missionaries — they  do  not  first  civilize  in  order  to  christianize, 
as  she  suggests;  they  have  uniformly  connected  them  toge- 
ther, and  have  found  that  by  the  preaching  of  the  cross  of 
Christ,  accompanied  by  example  and  other  practical  re-' 
commendations  of  Christianity,  many  of  their  disciples  have 
been  gradually  improved,  and  led  to  lay  aside  their  savage 
jnanners,  and  to  become  in  every  sense,  ''  new  creatures." 

The  Moravians  have  only  two  missionary  stations  in  South 
Africa,  and  both  these  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape-town,  while 
the  Missionary  Society  have  upwards  of  twelve,  and  many 
of  these  very  remote;  of  course  the  former  have  all  kinds  of 
supplies  at  hand,  and  can  with  much  greater  facility  hold 
communications  with  their  friends  in  England  and  at  the 
Cape;  this  no  doubt  ^ives  them  a  peculiar  advantage,  which 
I  am  far  from  regrettmg. 


*  A  person  in  Cape»town  complabing  to  me  of  the  wretcbedBen  of 
Betbeltdorp,  said  that  on  his  amval  tbere^  though  much  fatigued  by  his 
joaniey,he  could  not  procure  one  glass  of  spirits  m  the  whole  settlement. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  SCHMELEN,  NAMACQUA  LAND. 


[Hafving  requested  Mr.  Schntelem,  pMsionary  in  LittleNamacqua  I^ndy  to 
explore  the  mouth  of  the  Great  River,  Great  Namacqua  Land,  and  the 
Damara  country,  he  readily  undertook  this  dangerous  joum^.  But 
not  having  been  heard  of  for  several  months,  painful  apprehensions  were 
entertained  as  to  his  safety.  These,  however,  hate  been  hi^pify  rdieved, 
by  a  letter  just  received  from  him  ;  an  extract  from  which foUons: — ] 


Klip  Fountain^  Great  Namacqua  Country, 

^'  Mt  lasty  dated  May  10>  I  hope  has  come  to  hand.  I  was 
then  of  opinion,  that  after  I  should  have  finished  my  journey 
in  the  Namac<|ua  country,  I  should  return  to  the  Great 
River,  and  begin  a  mission  there;  but  since  I  was  there, 
Titos  Africanus  has  made  a  fresh  assault  among  the  Greajt 
Namacqoasy  destroyed  several  of  their  kraals,  and  stolen 
some  thousands  of  their  cattle  and  sheep.  Most  of  themare 
now  poor,  and  have  scarcely  any  thing  to  live  upon.  They 
have  taken  refuge  in  the  place  where  I  now  am.  These  peo- 

}>le9  with  another  chief  called  Flemcrius,  entreat  me  not  to 
brsake  them  in  their  present  circumstances.  Africanus  has 
terrified  tUem  by  a  message,  threatening  that  he  would  come 
and  take  off  their  skins  to  make  shoes  of;  that  he  would  cut 
off  their  heads,  and  the  breasts  of  the  women,  8cc.  &c.  Tliey 
are  so  alarmed,  that  they  say  if  I  leave  them,  they  must  re* 
move  entirely  from  the  country. 
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*^  When  I  heard  of  this^  I  went  to  the  abode  of  Africaner^ 
in  order  to  reason  with  hkni  and  if  possible  to  restore  peace ; 
but  before  I  reached  his  kraalj  he  had  left  hope  for  several 
days^  and  circumstances  would  not  allow  me  to  follow  him. 

'^  I  have  received  a  letter  from  brother  Helm,  stating  that 
be  wishes  to  remove  from  his  present  station,  on  account  of 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  place,  which  is  injurious  to  his 
health ;  and  desiring  me  to  find  a  place  more  airy,  and  nearer 
the  sea.  I  have  written  to  him,  that  if  he  continued  in  the 
same  mind,  he  might  commence  a  mission  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Great  River,  to  which  I  presumed  brother  Read  and  the 
Directors  would  have  no  objection.  If  brother  Helm  should 
decline  this  proposal,  some  other  missionary  should  be  sent 
thither  by  the  first  opportunity.  Two  more  missionaries  are 
requisite  for  l&e  Chiefs,  Tsomnap,  Tsaugamap,  and  Karra- 
map^whom  1  have  seen  and  conversed  with.  They  are 
very  desiroiis  of  being  instructed,  aiid  are  novi^  on  their  way 
towards  Morast  Fountaiii,  which  is  their  own  country,  albout 
three  days'  journey  from  hence.  I  have  not  seen  the  place 
myself,. but  lave  heard  from  those  who  have  lived  there  some 
years^  that  it  is  a  proper  place  for  a  missiotilary  station.  I 
think  that  missio^ries  should  not  be  frightened  away  by  the 
roarings  of  TitU^  Africanus,  but  boldly  enter  into  the  field  of 
the  Lord,  believing  that  he  is  able  to  protect  them  from  all 
danger. 

**  On  the  18th  of  May  I  left  the  Great  River,  continually 
travelling  northward,  though  with  great  difficulty,  but  I  was 
not  able  to  come  near  the  sea,  on  account  of  the  mountains, 
and  the  scarcity  of  water.  Sometimes  I  have  been  in  a  dis- 
mal wilderness  for  a  fortnight  together,  without  meeting 
one  human  creature.  I  continued  travelling  north  as  far  as 
it  was  possible,  when  on  .the  5th  of  July  I  could  proceed  no 
further,  and  was  obliged  to  turn  my  waggon  southward.  I 
was  then  entirely  surrounded  by  wars,  yet  the  Lord  preserved 
me  and  my  people  from  all  danger.  ^ 

i  have  not  seen  any  considerable  fountain,  except  that 
where  I  now  am ;  but  I  have  heard  of  some  very  good  ones, 
in  and  near  the  Gandemmap  country ;  and  of  one  river  called 
Kooisip:  and  there  must  be  a  haven  somewhere,  where  ships 
anchor;  and  the  chief  of  the  Damara  country  told  me  of  an 
island  near  that  country,  where  ships  sometimes  anchor,  and 
exchange  their  iron  for  the  cattle  of  the  natives* 

I  shall  add  the  names  of  the  several  chiefs  whom  I  have 
visited  on  my  journey  since  I  left  Pella.  David  Barly  lives 
^t  the  mouth  of  the  Great  River  Fleremius : 
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GREAT  NAMACQUAS. 

Kobus  Frederick — where  I  bow  reside. 

Nannimap:  KoeriMiiiia|>— nucb  people. 

KaDoiinap  mrrisip  (Field  shoe  wearers) — uuicb  people. 

Haikammap— •Koowoosip. 

Tsaumap. 

Tsaugamap. 

KarrMDap. 

K&rraviap. 

Aimap.  ^ 

Kaninaa — ^Tsawvep. 

'« With  all  these  I  have  conversed,  and  fiad  dien  verj 
desirous  of  being  instructed ;  but  I  have  not  proper  places 
for  them  all  to  settle.  I  think  that  the  eyes  of  the  DiiecCors 
must  be  more  directed  to  the  Fish  River,  for  a  multitude  of 
people  dwell  there  in  the  dry  season. 

*^  The  particulars  of  ray  journey  I  shall  send  by  the  first 
opportumty*  Remember  me  in  your  pr^en  before  God. 

**H.  SCHMBLUN.'' 


THB   BND. 


DIRlCnOKS  TO  THE  BINDER. 
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PriMttd  by  T.  lUtt,  8h>c>tewdL 
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